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PREFACE. 



To the First Edition, (1651—1653). 



THE ARCHIVES 



JOHAN, VAN .TilKBEECK, AnTONIUs' SON. 

Before submitting to the reader the Journal of Commander Johan 
van Riebeeck, and the different papers connected with it, it will be 
interesting to oommunioate what little is known of the founder of 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. For that information we 
have to thank the Historical Society of Utrecht, which in 1884 
published, through Messrs. Kemink and Son, of the same city, the 
Journal of Johan van Riebeeck from 1652 to 1665, edited by 
the Venerable Professor Brill of Utrecht, his portrait and a short 
biography. The family portraits, his own included, were found in 
the family mansion of B£u*on van Lynden van Lunenburg at 
Uti'echt, and were afterwards in the possession of the Hon. J. H. 
F. K. van Swinderen, who made a present of them to the Kingdom. 

Johan van Riebeeck Antonius son was bom in 1618. His 
father Antonius, Johannes' son, died in the Brazils in 1639 and 
was buried at Olinda de Fhamambuco, in the Church of San Paolo. 
Judging from his dress and other evidence derived from his 
portrait, it appears that he was a sea captain. His wife — Johan 
van Riebeeck's mother — was Elizabeth, Govert's daughter, van 
Gaasbeeck, who died and was buried in Schiedam in 1629. In 
March, 1649, Johan van Riebeeck married at Schiedam, Maria la 
Quellerie or Querellerius, bom in 1629. Her father was minister 
of Rotterdam. She followed her husband to the Cape, where, 
besides other children she presented him in 1653 with a son, named 
Abraham, who in the year 1709, when 56 years old, rose to the 
high position of Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies. 
Johan van Riebeeck being the son of a seaman temporarily oc<}upied 
in the Brazils, soon accompanied his father on his voyages. From 
his Journal it is evident that he visited Formosa ; and also from a 
oommimication of Mr P. A. Leupe (Chron. of tlie Society IX, 
1853, p. 400) that he had visited China, Japan, the West Indies 
and Greenland. It is therefore not unlikely that a portion of a 
oertiain despatch written by him from the Cape to Amsterdam was 
Vol. V. R 
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written in the language of the latter country. In a muster roll of 
the return fleet from Batavia to Holland in 1648, and under the 
oommand of Wollebrant Geleynsen de Jongh, he is mentioned as 
a merchant. It is generally believed, however, that he was on 
board as surgeon ; but the one position did not necessarily exclude 
the other. Though a merchant, he might have offered his services 
as a surgeon. The botanist reveals himself in the interest taken by 
him in the cultivation of the soil, nor does he appear to have been 
unacquainted with Zoology, if he himself made the drawings of 
the fishes which he mentions in his Journal of the 10th November, 
1652. (Note. — Specimens of the peculiar fish mentioned by him, 
were some time ago seen by me in the Museum here.) 

As an officer of the Company he showed such ability and zeal in 
the interests of his masters, that the latter appointed him in 1651 
as chief of the garrison to be despatched to the Cape, in order to 
establish a refreshment station here. Before that, in 1648, he had 
been detained here some time. The Eesolution of the Chamber, 
Amsterdam, containing his appointment, is as follows : **The meet- 
ing accepts Johan van Riebeeck, with the rank of merchant and 
oommander of the men now proceeding to the Cape of Good Hope 
in the ship DromrnedariSy for a period of five years, and with a 
monthly salary of f75 ; and he is to remain there until the work 
has been brought to good order." 

Only ten years later — on the 6th May, 1662 — ^he was allowed to 
transfer his trust to his successor, Zacharias Wagenaer, and the 
following day he embarked with wife and children for Batavia. 
Arrived m India, he succeeded Jan Thyssen as Commander and 
Preddent of the Qovernment at Malacca. In October, 1665, his 
wife died, and at his urgent request he was relieved from office 
there. On his return to Batavia he was appointed Secretary to the 
Gk)vemor-Q-eneral and Councillors of India, as the successor of 
Pieter Marville, who had been made G-ovemor of Amboina. In 
1667 he married his second wife, Maria Scipio, widow of Jacob 
Gruys, Merchant and Commissioner, who was killed by the people 
of the village Pauw, on the island Tsinko, on the West coast of 
Sumatra. Untd the 18th January, 1677, he held the office of 
Secretary, when he died. 



Thus I wrote in when I published the Journals, Letters 
Despatched and Received, Resolutions, Attestations and Placcaten 
covering the period between December, 1651, and December, 1653. 
And as I have now been placed in a position to re-publish the 
same, as well as the whole of Riebeeck's Journal, it will be 
necessary to say a few words more. I have divided that Journal 
into three parts in order not to produce too bulky a volume, each 
part containing two portraits viz., : — Part I., those of Commander 
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Jobau van Biebeeck and his wife ; Part H., those of Anthony van 
Hiebeeok and Elizabeth van Gaasbeeck, Biebeeok's parents ; and 
Part m., those of Abraham van Biebeeck (Biebeeok's son and 
Governor-General of India) and his wife Elizabeth van Oosten. 
The first part will also contain a drawing of the old Fort erected 
by Van Biebeeck, the remains of which were being carted away 
during the last visit to the Cape of Valentyn the historian. 

A great deal has been said and written about the old oil paint- 
ing in the Town House, for many yea^ supposed to be Van 
Biebeeok's portrait, but when the Historical Society of Utrecht 
published with its issue of Biebeeok's Journal, edited by the late 
Dr. W. G. Brill, its venerable president, a photo-lithogram of the 
oil painting preserved in the National Museum at Ajouterdam, it 
was made quite clear that the Town House portrait could not 
possibly be that of Van Biebeeck. 

In one of his letters to me the learned Secretary of the Society, 
Dr. S. Muller, F.son, wrote as follows : — 

"I can thoroughly understand that some doubt has arisen 
regarding the authenticity of the portrait (viz., the one in the 
National Museum at Amsterdam), as what Professor Brill mentions 
in his Introduction to Biobeeck's Journal, based on my verbal 
statements, is not quite correct. Unfortunately I saw it too late 
to be able to amend it. Nevertheless, not the least possible doubt 
can exist regarding the authenticity of the portrait. I, myself, 
took it with many others over from Baron van der Feltz, the heir 
of the family Van Lynden van Lunenburg, and for months it has 
been in my custody before it was transferred to the National 
Museum, where now the whole collection is deposited, partly 
unpacked and partly still in cases. The portraits are all marked 
on the backs with the names, so that no uncertainty can exist. 
But, moreover, the tradition is perfectly certain. The portrait is 
one of a large collection of family portraits of the Van Biebeeck 
family, which commences with the portrait of Johan Van Bie- 
beeok's father, as mentioned by Professor Brill, and besides those 
of Commander Biebeeck himself and his wife, contains also those 
of his son, the Governor-General of East India, of his wife, and of 
the other descendants down to that of the heiress, who, by her 
marriage, brought the whole collection into the family Van 
Lynden. There is consequently not the least reason to doubt its 
authenticity." 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Dr. T. N. G. Te Water 
M.L. A., has taken considerable interest in this matter, and had it 
not been for his authorising the expenditure, I would not have 
been able to present the portraits to the reader. The work 
has been beautifully done, and all credit is due for it to Messrs. F. 
Muller & Co., booksellers at Amsterdam, who readily responded 
to my request to undertake it. 



Id the short sketch riven by me in my first introdnotion of 
what is known of the life of Van Biebeeok, I mentioned that his 
first wife died in October, 1665, and that two years later — in 1667 
— he married his second one, named Maria Scipio, widow of the 
Merchant and Commissioner Jacob Gruys, who was killed by 
the people of the village Pauw, on the island Tsinko, on the West 
coast of Sumatra. 

In connection with this the following facts may be of interest : — 
In May, 1667, the return ship Pokbroek arrived here from Batavia 
bringing with her three prisoners described as Malays of the West 
coast of Sumatra, who were to be carefully watched as they were 
* orangh cayen ' — noble or rich men — who might one day or another 
do the Hon. Company some mischief. They were kept in chains 
here ; two were sent to work in the forest, on the slopes of the 
Devil's Hill, and one was confined on Robben Island. What their 
names were, or what their crimes, we are not told ; but Valentyn, 
the historian of the East Indies, states in his fifth volume, 1st 

?art, pp. 34 and 35 (description of Sumatra), that "in 1665 the 
)utch East India Company decided to establish a permanent 
factory or office on the West Coast of Sumatra, about the island 
Tsinko, or not far from Padang, having already during that year 
taken fuUj 300 lbs. weiffht of gold from the mines tibere ; that 
Mr. Gruis was sent thitner as Commissioner, but that by his 
imprudent conduct he made matters so bad round about the village 
of rauw, that a great number of men were killed there, and that 
accordingly the Governor -Ueneral and Council at Batavia, feeling 
offended, sent thither Mr. Abraham Yerspreet as Commissioner and 
Commander, with orders to take as severe a revenge as possible." 
And further on, " that the island Tsinko had already been taken 
possession of in 1664, and though naturally strong and very rocky, 
a fortress had been built, which, however, did not prevent the 
people of Pauw from killing many of the Europeans the year 
loUowing during the administration of the Merchant and Commis- 
sioner Jacob Gruis ; for, as a result of his own imprudence, he, Mr. 
Van Iperen, Captains Bega and Pig, three lieutenants and one 
hundred and thirty soldiers were massacred near the village Pauw. 
In the following year, however (1666), five ships disembarked 
there three hundred Europeans, two hundred men from Amboina, 
and some from Boni, under command of Mr. Verspreet and the 

fallant Captain Poleman, which force completely routed that of 
*auw, notwithstanding the latter had many forts from ten to six- 
teen feet high, with walls fifteen feet thick." 

It is, therefore, more than probable that these three men were 
leaders of the party that massacred Mr. Gruis and his escort, and, 
having been captured, were sent to the Cape, where they would find 
no opportunity for committing a similar offence. They were the 
first of their class exiled hither, but there is nothing to show that, 



afi some beliovo, they were sent at the suggestion of Van Biebeeok, 
who, in 1671, as already said, married the widow of Mr. Ghrais. 

In his introduction to the second volume of Yan Biebeeek's 
Journal, the late Professor Brill writes ; — 

" One more p articular regarding Van Hiebeeok we may commu- 
nicate here. We are indebted for it to an account found by us in 
the " Navorscher," 1887, part 7, pp. 395 and 396. It mentions 
that the tombstone of Johan van Riebeeck, which, after the 
Qroote Kerk (the large church) at Batavia had been broken down 
under the administration of (Willem Herman) Daendels, who in 
1807 had been sent to Batavia as Governor-General of Netherlands 
India, had been removed (opgeruimd) and deposited on an un- 
worthy spot, had lately been recovered. It bore the following 
inscription: — ' Hieronder ligt Begraven den E. Hr. Johan van 
Hiebeeck Eerste stichter der Colonic Aen Cabo de Bona Esperance, 
ende Oudt Praesident van Malacca, jongst Secrotaris van de 
Hooge HegeBinge van India. Obiit 18en Januarij Ao 1677, 
Oudt 58 jaeren.'^' 

(Hereunder lies buried the Hod. Mr. Johan van Riebeeck, first 
founder of the Colony at Cabo de Bona Esperance, and ex-Presi- 
dent of Malacca; lately Secretary to the High Government of 
India. Died the 18th January, 1677, 58 years old.) 

When I appeared before the Select Committee on Colonial 
Archives appointed by the Hon. the Legislative Council in 1896, 
I replied to a question of the Hon. Chairman that a very 
considerable portion of my Precis had been done at home out of 
office hours, this the Committee mentioned in its report and 
submitted that the Government take into favourable consideration 
the subject of an increase to my salary. I may now state that the 
whole of this Precis was done at home and is but a portion of the 
work thus done. 

It has by no means been plain sailing always to gather the 
meaning of the journalist, his sentences being so complicated, and 
in a few cases made almost unintelligible through clerical errors ; 
but I have done my best to interpret him truly, and trust that I 
have sucoeeded, and that, as all its predecessors, this preeia will also 
find a hearty welcome. 



H. C. V. LEIBBRANDT. 



Joint Library of Parliament, 
Cape of Good Hope, 
16th April, 1898. 
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No, I, — A Short Exposition of tiik Advantages to he 
Derived by the CoMfASY from a Port and Garden 
AT THE Oape of Good Hove. 

Though some who have visited the Cape, but without paying 
attention to its resources, will say that the plaoe is altogether unfit 
and will not repaj the expensos incurred, as nothing ib to be had 
save water and wild sorrel; and othere t lat the Company have 
forts and stations in sufficient number to take care of, and there- 
fore ought to make no more ; we will endeavour to show aooording 
to our understanding, and with brevity and humility, how service- 
able and neoessary sueh a fort and zarden will be for the conveDieuce 
and preservation of the Company a ships and men ; and also that 
thcj oan be established with profit and no oost. 

By making a fort and a garden adequate to the requirements of 
the orewB of the Company's passing vessels, in the Table 
Valley, proteoting the whole with a garrison of 00 or 70 soldiers 
and sailors, and likewise providing tho establishment with a proper 
staff of experienced gardeners, a greot deal of produce oaii be 
raised, as will be shown further on. 

The soil is very good in the valley, and during the dry seasou 
the water can be used tor irrigation as required. Everything will 
grow there as well as in any other part of the worid, especially 
pumpkin, watermelon, cabbage, carrot, radish, turnip, onion, garlic, 
and all kinds of vegetables, as those who were wTeoked in the 
Ilner/em can testify. 

It is also beyond doubt that all kinds of fruit trees will thrive 
there, as orange, lime, apple, citron, shaddock, pear, plum, cherrj'. 



1649 gooseberry and currant, which can be kept on board for a long 

S6th J time. 

^* Daily experience teaches us what the little sorrel and sometimes 
2 or 3 oattle obtained by the crews proceeding to India have done 
for the sick and healthy on board. 

Please therefore to consider when all the fruit mentioned can be 
procured there in abundance, how many sick will be restored to 
health by God's goodness; especially when a large number of 
oattle and sheep have been bartered from the natives for sup- 
plies, and which could be procured for a small amount. From 
the cattle butter cheese and milk oould also be obtained for 
refreshment. 

All ships could, whilst takine in water, be daily supplied with 
^ or 4 cattle and sheep and all kinds of greens, and when leaving, 
also supplied with living oattle and sheep, cabbages, carrots, turnips, 
-onions, garlic, watermelons and pumpkins, which when ripe would 
keep for 7 or 8 months and remain good. Also oranges, apples, 
limes and shaddocks, so that there would always be refreshments 
on board for the sick to the place of their destination, which would 
be a great comfort for all during the long voyage. 

Pigs oould also be sucoessfmly reared there and fattened on 
-cabbages, carrots and turnips, and if once in abimdance, each ship 
might take on board one or two sows which have littered or ara 
near the time of doing so, and which, if fed on board one or two 
months, would be no smidl refreshment. 

The water which is taken in there with great difiSculty — ^the men 
however cold it may be, being obliged to go into the sea up to 
their necks — causing loss of time and great sickness, might 
then be carried along in wooden pipes, or drawn from a jetty 
and with half the number of men and half of the trouble now 
neoessary. 

It cannot be denied that St. Helena has hitherto been a very 
•convenient place of call for the return ships, but in consequence of 
the negligence of the skippers and the boats' crews (who are more 
inclined to ruin everything with which they come in contact than 
to plant or leave anything for their posterity) it has been so damaged 
that henceforth neither pigs nor goats will be obtainable. 

Ere this, ships returning home when leaving St Helena, besides 
the pigs used durine their stay, caught 70, 80, yea more than 100 
alive to take with them. Last year tiie fleet imder the flag of the 
Hon. Wollebrant Gteleynsen (consisting of 12 ships) oould hardly 
obtain 200 pigs, in spite of aU the trouble taken ; and it will be 
«een that everv year the number will decrease, and in a short time 
nothing will be left. From the expected return fleet it will be 
gathered that less than last year have been caught. The cause has 
been mentioned above, viz. : The negligenoe of the officers and the 
bafl disposition of the sailors, who are composed of all nations and 
have taken good care of themselves, but do not think of those who 
<x)me after tnem, as you have often heard them say, ** Why should 
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I care ? A hundred ohanoes to one that I will never again in my 
life come here." Therefore fhey spoil everything which they 
iipproach, 

Fi>r this reason they would take no trouble, after having obtained 
the required number of pigs, to take on lioard again or destroy the 
dogs with which they had hunted — a matter which tlie otficers of 
tlie variouH ships and the commanders ought to have seen to. The 
consequence has been that some dogs and bitches have been left on 
the Island, and are multiplying to such an extent; that in a Bhort 
time, liaving nothing else to live on, all the cattle will be devoured 
by them. 

Renceforth, therefore, nothing save somi.' vegetables and some- 
times a few apples and oranges will be obtainable which will often 
bo unripe, and, as was the case last year, plucked hy the English 
who arrive before we do. 

From all tins it is plain how necessary the said fort or gardeu 
h;i9 become, as it is well known how ditliouU it will be for the 
sniiora to reach home without iatermediate refreshment ; and the 
Company's ships would be liable to great peiil from severe sickness. 
The Cape would be most convenient for all ships going to and 
coming from India, especially if the ofErars were ordered, when- 
ever practicable, not to pass but to toin'h at the Cape for refresh- 
ments. 

For that purpose the premium promised to those who reach 
Batftvia within sis months, might be altered in sucli a way that 
the half or a third, as you may think proper, shall be paid to those 
who arrive at the Cape within a certain time, and the rest thenoe 
to Batana. 

The offioera of the outgoing ships, gem-rally well provided in the 
cabin with everything, and more anxious to secure the premium 
{the good ones excepted) than to benefit the service, when not able 
to reach the Cape with ease, immediately resolve to push on 
straight for Batavia, and the crew in consequence of an inadequate 
supply of water, receiving no mort' than four or five glasses 
per diem, whilst the cook '>an provide nothing save salt meat 
and pork, must become sick, so that the hospital at Batavia is 
filled with patients, causing great exjienee and loss to the Com- 
puny; said patients remaining there uften for months without 
doing any work, and nevertheless drawing pay. 

All this can be prevented by having a fort and a garden at the 
Cape. For the crews would be well refresheil there and provided 
with cattle, sheep am) greens, and abundance of water, so that the 
cook would be able to provide the propei' food, and the men obtain 
their indispensable rations, which would keep them strong and 
healthy on the voyage home or to Batavia, and always fit fcr 
service, and the Company would have no useless expense and loss. 

In case any are sick or unable to go to sea they might remain at 
the Cape without any expense until thej- are restored to healthy 
when they may be sent on with the following ships. 



If it he asked by whom llio gmiien is to be cultivated, we reply 
that if three or four gardeners from Holland are stationed therf, 
(.'Dough mail will be found among the sailors and soldiers to 
dig and delve ; wliilst from Batavia some Chinese, who ore an 
industrious people, may be iutradiiced who are well versed in 
gardening, and of whom fliere is always a suffioit^nt number in 
irons. 

Or it might happen which (tJod forbid) that again a ship (as 
lately happened ti^iee) wfta wrecked there, and in that case 1 
would leave it for you to oonsider of what service and advantage a 
garrison at that place would be. In order with the help of God to 
prevent all accidents and inoonvenienoes two or three sloops may 
be stationed there to pilot the ships to a safe anchorage during 
darkaesB or oalms, as many skippers and mates, because they come 
there go seldom, are ill -acquainted with the plaee. 

Having sthown what advantages the Company would derive from 
a fort ana garden at the Cap-^, we now proceed to oonsider thn 
expenses to be incurred on the one hand and the proflta to be 
derived on the other. 

The fort provided with (iO or 70 men, the monthly payments 
would aminally reach the sum of f.lO,000 — provisions we sIiaII 
reckon at f. 3,500, and f.ir animiiuition f. 500— total f. 14,000. The 
guns required for the fort may be obtained from the wreck of the 
Haerkin, bo that in this refl]>ect no expense will be required, except 
for the necessary applianoes. 

Let OS now look at the profits. 

Every ship on leaving Bafavia receives 200 Reala of 8 to buy 
refreshments at that place, an order of long standing. This sum 
might be reduced to 60 or ]"H, so that for 10 ships the saving 
would be f,2,500. 

At the Cape the crews will be able to refresh themselves in 7 or 
d days whilst taking in waier, nmch better than they would do at 
St. Helena in i a month, for the pigs which have to be caught 
there with much trouble and labour are so to say the sweat of tlie 
sailors. On the other hand everything would be obtained in 
abundance and easily at tlie Cape, and the ships could be bo well 
provided that they wtiuld carry with Lhem fresh food for 8 or 10 
daj^ at sea, besides other refreshments long preservable for the 
sink. 

Refreshed at the Cape the ships would not be required to touch at 
Sf. Helena, to remain there, as has been done before this, for a 
long time — ho that the Company would be greatly benefitte<i ss 
regards the wages of the orews and the earlier arrival of the valu- 
able return fleets. 

'Che fort having been established a year, the garrison would 
require no other supplies than bread or rice, oil and vinegar 
{abundance of salt oan be had there). This we caloulate at 
fl.OOO, so that the expenses would be f.2,500 less, whilst the 
profits would be multiplied. 



Every t) I ID g eoiild be procured there in sufficient quantity. 
Ttiere is fiah in abuadauoe, which if dried might be distributod 
among the ships. Fuither there are elands and BteonbnokB in 
numbers, whose skins would in course of time al»o bring in somp- 
t^faing. All kinds of birds are there by thousands, and may be 
■(■aught or shot ; and with which the garrison may be fed, an ox 
■being killed now and then. 

AnnuaUy a large quantity of train oil might be boiled, for at 
Tab! " ■ - ~ ■ 
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certain nensons Table Bay is fiiH of whales, whilst the Bobben and 
otlier islands fire always swarming with seals, so that a boiler 
eijuld be kept continually going. 

But some inexperionced will say that no fuel is obtainable at 
*he Cape for boiling oil, so that the oarriage of the wood will be 
more tnan the profits derivable from the oil. We however reply 
that sm-h people could not have been further than Salt River, 
paying more attention to their fi.shing than the resouroes of 
*he country; for behird, and on the ascent of Table Mountain 
Biiffioient wood is to be had, but at first to be fetohed with some 
irtmble. 

OUn^rs will say that the natives are bmtal and c-aunibalB, from 
whom no good can be expected, and that we will have to be 
continHaHy on our gawd, but this is a vulgar error, as will be 
shown further on. We do not deny that they live without laws 
or police, like many IniHnns, nor that some boatmen and soldiers 
■have been killed by thi'm, but the eausi' is generally not stated by 
-our people, in order to excuse thf mselves. W" are quite convinced 
that the peasants of this country, in case their cattle are shot down 
or taken away without pnjTnent. would not be a hair better than 
these natives if they had not to fear the law. 

We of the Hacrlem testify otherwise, as the natives oame with 
.all friendliness to trade witii us at the fort which we had thrown 
up during our five months' stay, bringing cattle and sheep in 
numbers — for when the Priuccxs,- Roi/ael amved with 80 or 90 
sick we could provide it with so much cattle and sheep which we 
had at haud and so many birds shot daily, that nearly all the siok 
■were restored to health, so that this refreshment was next to God 
the salvation of that ship. 

Onoe the chief mate, cariMnter and corporal of the Maerkm 
-went as far as the location nf the natives, who reoeived and treated 
them kindly, whilst they might easily have killed them if they had 
been inclined to cannibalism. The killing of our people is un- 
doubtedly caused by revenge being taken by the natives when 
their cattle is seized, and not because they are cannibals. 

The uncivil and ungrateful conduct of our people is therefore the 
cause ; for last year when the fleet oommnnded by the Hon. E. 
Wollebrant Gteleynsen was lying in Table Bay, instead of recom- 

Ipensing tlie natives somewhat for their good treatment of those 
wreck^ in the Hiierh-m, they shot down J* or 9 of their cattle and 
took them awfty without payment; which may cost the life o£ 
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tome of OUI8, if the oativee find an opportunity ; and your Honours- 
may conoder whether the latter would not have cause for Buoh a 
proceeding. 

The fort being commanded by a uhief treating the URtives 
kindly and gratefully, paying for whataver is obtained tor them, 
also filling some of the natives' stomachs with peas or beane, w hioh 
they are very partial to, nothing need be feared, and in course of 
time the aboriginals would learn the Dutch language, and those 
of Saldanba and the interior might through thembe indm-od to 
trade, of whom, however, nothing certain can be said. 

The refreshments to be obtained at the Cape would mateiially 
benefit the Company in eeononiizing the proviBioiia of the ships. 

It ifl plain that the natives will learn Dutch, for when the ohief 
mate Jacob Claesz : Haik remained 6 or S weeks on shore ther» 
with sick people, they daily came to carry wood, and knew how to 
say, " first carry wood, then eat." Those of the Maeriem they 
could nearly all call by their names, and likewise speak other words, 
besides proving that they were able to learn our language. 

Living on good terms with them, some of their children may 
afterwards be employed as servants, and educated in the Chrisiian 
i-eligion, by which means, if Almighty God hlesaes the work, as he 
has done at Tayouan and Formosa, many souls will be brought to 
the Cliristian Reformed Beligion and to Qvd. 

The proposed fort and garden will therefore not only tend to the 
advantage and profit of the Company, but to the salvation also of 
many lives, certainly the most excellent deed to magnify the name 
of the Moat Holy God and the spreading of His Holy Qoapel. 
By such means your work in India will be blessed more and 
more. 

It is very surprising that oiu- ordinary enemy, the Spaniards or 
Portuguese, have never attacked our return ships, as they could. 
have found no better situated spot for that purpose than at the 
Cape, as the ships often leave Batavia, in two or three divisions,, 
and though they remain in company like last year, such does not 
last longer than the moment when they have passed the PrinceS' 
Island, when every one does his best to be the nrst at the Cape, so 
that the one arrives there to-day, the other to-morrow (all at 
diSerent times). Oiur enemies lying in wait there with 8 or 10 
ships and well prepared for battle, would easily capture our vessels,. 
h&mpere<l and imprepared as they would be, one after the other^ 
even if two or three were to arrivi' at the same time, which rarely 
happens. Tlie same thing might also be done by the Turks. 

We therefore suggest that you should oommand that all the 
return ships shall lea^e Bataviii at the same time, in order to 
reach the Cape in company, and so be prepure<l for an enemy. 

This is briefly wbat we bad to say in the interests of the 
Company. If we have in any way offended, we beg that suchmay 
not be taken amiss, but tliat you may be ooii^"inced that it arises 
from our earnest wish to serve you. May God grant you wisdom 



and understanding not ouly tn this matter liut iu all others, tliul 
Gtwi'a Holy Name may be magnified, tlie Church of Chnst be 
built up, and likewise the private honour and reputatiou of 
yourselves. 



(Sigiieii) Leknrert Janz, 

N. Prwit. 



Amsterdam, 26tli July, 1649. 



No. 2. — Ueport of Van BiEfiEE<'K on the above " Bemun- 
sTR.\wE," Addressed to the DiREtTons of the G^bhrral 
Company. 

I hdve reaj with great attention the mutters brought forward 
by Jausen and Proot, and can but add little more, they havin)^ 
Bojourned at the Gape a whole season and throughly observed its 
agriL'ultural resources and the character of the natives. As you have 
referred them to me your servant, who, in 1648, when returning 
home in the return fleet of the Him. "Wollebrandt Geleynsen, like- 
wise remained three weeks on shure at the Cape to ship the goode 
saved from the wrecked ship Haerktn (and brought in carts to the 
Salt River), I will subjoin a few additional pointe regarding the 
fortress and plantation in order to establish them on the most 
suitable spot ; and to do eo not in the form of advice, ae you 
posses better information than I can give, but to oommuuioate the 
results of my reflections and what service I might do the Company 
at that place. 

The projected fort, whatever its siz^, could be erected at the 
Fresh liiver in order that it« water might be led into or around it, 
but as in that case its situation would be rather low and in course 
of time become damp, and its prospect interfered with by the 
growth of the trees to be planted, and as the asnent on the back of 
the Lion's Hill (which, if any memory serves me well, is very near 
the said river) would entirely command the fort, it would be more 
pi'udent to build the fort on the said ascent, where there is, as far 
aa I remember, a convenient eminence and a hard foundation, and 
whence the command over the river and the whole neighbourhood 
would he secured, for the fort would not be further than a pistol 
ehot from the river, and if properly managed, one of its points 
might abut on the stream, at the same time retaining a good view 
of the sea, and over all the plantations and trees which may bo 
made to grow there in time, however high they might become, and 
which would also add to the strength and appearance of the fort, 
with very little cost indeed. The proper spot for the fort, how- 
ever, can only be determined by local inspection, for which purpose 
I beg to offer my services to the Company. 



Tbough " Sieiir " Leendert does not eeua to have any foai of 
the nativei*, I beg to state as my DpinioD that they are not to be 
trust^'d, being a brutal gang, living without any oousoieuce. The 
fort must thei'efoi'e he. strongly defensive — as I liave heard from 
many who have been there and who are trustworthy, that our 
i>eopIe have been killed without any cauee whatever — and prudence 
in oonsequently nefessary in our ioteroouTfle with them ; also as 
regards the English, French. Danes and espocially the Portuguese, 
who are jealous of the enlargement and prosperity oi the Company, 
and let no opportunity pass to hinder it aa muoh as possible, 

In ordT to strengthen oiir position there the more, olose he^iges 
of hawthorn might with little cost he planted around the establish- 
ment, as I observed, when at the Caribbee Islands, those of Barba' 
does doing, and whioh are their best protection : brood ^lassages 
exist between them so that the garrison can see everything 
apprfiaehing, and those ootuing on cannot reach them in ronse- 
quenoe of the tliiekct*. No one oan land, for those of the fort oan 
easily keep them away from the shore with their muskets, a very 
good plan which may easily be carried out at the Cape. 

The plan of 8r. LeendMt regarding the shipment of water could 
«asily be carrie<l out, and pilot boats for thf vessels arriving would 
not he unservioeahle, if a signal be adopted by means of whifli the 
^garrison would lie able to know whether the incoming ship liflongs 
to the Oonipaoyor not, h-st the pilots fall into the hands of strange 
^ips, hypocritical friends or euemiee. 

I fear the guns expected t" be aaved from the Hafrlnn and to 
be mounted on the fort are by this time so buried in sand that 
they will not l>e reooiered. One or two long metal pieoes or 
«ulverins which i-eooh fnr and wmild command the Salt Eiver 
would he seryiccahle, as they would protect the roads and the 
8lon]t8 at anohor, 

I am sliK) of opinion tliat all sorts of trees aad other fruit would 
thrive well in the valleys, to the great benefit of the passing ships, 
.the more so a»> I think that the Cape climate is very similar to 
ihat of Japan, and the northern portions of China, wbi'^h plaoee 
have abundance of all kiiid.s of fruit and oattle, as you yourselvee 
know an<i I have experieneetl. It would therefore not be unserrice- 
able to send thithei' some people having a good kn»wle<lge of 
gardening and ffu'm work. 

Regarding pigs, also mentioned by 8r. Leendert, if it could be 
managed to make an'ack there, those animals could easily be fed 
on the wasli, <i8 is done at Batttvia. It is true what be says about 
the diminution of hogs and otlier refreshments at 8t. Heleua ; 
hesidea the water on tnut island, in couswiuence of its sulphurous 
elements, cannot bo compared with that at the Cape, where, if the 
cocoanut be made to grow, arraok could be made, and from the 
arrack itself enongh vinegar could Iw obtained, llie oocoauuts 
would likewise be vvry retii'shing. Mid oil oould he drawn from 
them also. It is pcohable that, if a friendly intercourse with the 
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■Biitives he established, enough oattle would lie obtained frmn tbetu 
at a cheaper rate than if we bad our i.wq breeding stock ; tltoae 
animald excepted which would only be kept for milkiDg- In all 
tbese Tuatters experiments might easily and without expense be 
made. 

If, as Leendert proposufi, you order your ships to touoh at the 

ipe, I believe that a great deal of preserved prtwisionn would be 
eronomiised on the outward voyage, ami likewise wine ; for if they 
pass without touching, they do so only for the iake of tiie premium ; 
the coiiBeijuenee is that the crews are put on short water allowance, 
and the meat and port are boiled in salt water. Very little frenh 
water is given to the crew to drink, but 1 or 2 glasses of wine are 
-distributed to make up for it, and thougti the wiue is a cordial and 
strengthening, the Bailors remain not the Less subject to scurvy and 
similar diseases in consequence of the staleuess ot the food. But 
refreshed at the Cape, the voyage can with Gfod'a blessing be safely 
■made to Batavia with the onlinary provisions and wine allowance, 
and suffioieiit fresh watf r, by which the Company would be greatly 
benefited, the health of the men secured and a great deal of 
j)reBerved provisions saved, which are every where required in ladia, 
-whilst now they are consumed by the orews with the least benefit 
to themselves. 

It will also be easily seen that a great deal of wages will be 
savetl by a speedy voyage of the homeward bound ships, besides 
salted provisions and wine, if the vessels are ordered not to toneb 
.at St. Helena. 

Some profit might also be derived from the olothing sold to the 
.garrisou there on aooonnt. 

I have also rea<l in (he statement that besides cattle and .'<heep 
at the Cape, a multitude 'jf elands, steenbuoka and other wild 
animals are to be had. If this be true, and a satisfactory intor- 
.•jourse established with the natives ; in addition to the refreshment« 
obtained, much profit might be derive<l from the skins of the beasts 
mentioned, ^lioh dried m quantity, and packed closely together, 
MS is done in Siara, might be shipped into the otitwu^ bound 
vessels, which, having consumed part of their provisions and fuel, 
would have snfficient storage room, and by them taken to Bataria 
whence they could be sent on to Japan, where eapeoially the ateen- 
baok skins, which certainly would make the smallest parcels, are in 
good demand and willprodueea good deal. In my time they 
-were ai>ld at 18 to 20 tail per hundred ; eland hides from 5ft to 58 
tail and os hides above 130 tail in Japan silver. The hides wonld 
therefore be serviceable in Japan, and if to be procured in such 
■quantity as Hr. Leendert states, they might in time be easily 
bought from the natives to defray the costs of the residency there. 

Rook rabbits and other small animals with soft skins are also to 
Idb had, and which are serviceable as furs It might be investigated 
what profit the Company might derive from this sooroe also, and 
whatever there might further be found on the spot. 
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16J1. Train oil would also yield a profit, as I have before this been in 

Jitned) Ghf^nlai^d ^^^ seen how the industry is carried on there. The- 
difficulty m the matter of fuel is of little weight, for if one kettle- 
has been boiled, the greaves are used for fuel, and suffioient is at 
hand for that purpose. 

The statement, that the natives or their ohildren are able ta 
learn the Dutch language is important, and a very good things 
but of greater moment is the furtherance of our Reformed Christian 
Beligion about which he appears to be sanguine. In this a goofl 
minister would do good service, if you could submit to the expense 
whilst he would also benefit the garrison stationed there; but 
whatever you may do, if I receive the appointment, I will most 
zealously endeavour to carry out your instructions, praying that God 
may grant me the necessary prudence and intelligence to serve- 
you well, that in course of time you may be inclined to our 
further advancement ; especially when having completed the work 
mentioned, that I may be removed to India, where I hope to sive- 
further proofs of faithful service in order to be employed in 
such a maimer as you or your Council there may deem fit. You 
mav be confident that with God's blessing I will not fail in my 
zeal for the benefit of the Company, and the personal honour of 
your servant. 

(Signed) Johan van Biebeeck. 

Amsterdam, June, 1651. 



No. 3. — iNSTRUCnONS FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE ExPEDITII^N: 
FITTED OUT FOR THE CaPE OF GoOD HOPB TX) PoUND A. 

Fort and Garden There. 

2otii March. As by Kesolutiou of the Council of Seventeen, representing ihe^ 
General Company, it has been deemed good to establish a^ 
rendezvous on the shores of the Cape, in order that the passing* 
ships may safely touch there and obtain meat vegetables water 
and other necessaries, and the sick be restored to health, you shalL 
when arrived at the said Cape, go on shore with a portion of youir 
men, taking with you as much material as you may require for a^ 
temporary defence against the natives, who are a very rough lot,, 
viz., a serviceable wooden building in which to lodge the people^ 
aiid likewise all the tools. 

As a permanent residency is intended to be made of the Cape^, 
as a refreshment station, a defensive fort shall be erected at the 
Fresh Biver, adjoining or near to it. 



The wooden house being completed and placed in a proper state 
of defence, you shall inspect the locality of the Fresh Hirer and 
'leoide on what spot the fort is to be erected in accordance with the " 
jiuoompanying plan — with this understanding, that in order always 
to have fresh water, the said river shall be led through or around 
the fort, aa the plan shows — the fort, to bear the name of thv Gooil 
Hope. 

Accommodation shall be provided for 70 or 80 men within the 
fort in order thiit the whole garrison may be lodged within it. 

As soon as you are in a proper state of defence you shall searoh 
for the best place for gardens, the best and fattest ground in which 
everything planted or sown will thrive well, which gardens shall 
be properly enclosed ; hut on this point we give no preoiae instrno- 
tions. 

You shall also look out for the beat pastures around the fort for 
dit]>a8turing and breeding cattle ; for which purpose a good under- 
standing with the natives will bs necessary in order to make them 
in course of time accustomed to intercoursi? with you, and so attract 
them. In this great pn^denoe is necessary, and you shall have 
1o take especial care not to injure their cattle whioh they are 
herding or bringing on, as this would repel them from us, as has 
often been shown. 

The cattle being in danger whi^n left outside, shall during the 
night he temporarily driven iuti thp fort, so tliat proper accommo- 
dation must be provided in it for that purpose, until in course of 
time the natives may be trusted, unless you have other means of 
keeping the cattle safely outside of the fort, a matter recommended 
to your especial vigilance. 

As this fort will be principally established for all ships going to 
•ind returning from the East Indies, and in order that they may 
pass by St. Helena, you shall pay caiefnl attention to all sorts of 
fruit whioh may grow there agreeably to the climate, and at what 
time of the year each kind is t'> be sown or planted; all which 
^■xperienoc will (each you. 

In order that good disci)>line ma}' be maintained among the people, 
tlii>y have been sworn on the General " Artioul hnef " of the 
Company, according tiy which they shall have to conduct them- 
si'lves, and do whatever their olfioers may command them, every 
one to be daily employed aocordiog to his capacity, and no one to 
be left. idle. 

You shall kce]i a correct journal of all ocourreuces and from 
time to time examine whatever else can Iw' taken in hand to defray 
the oo8t« of the establishmeBt, and to guide you, a copy of the 
"Remonstrance" forwarded tii the Chamber of Seventeen is 
annexed. 

The fort having been placed in a proper state of defence and 
provided with its necessary furniture, the ship Drommedark shall 
with 40 men on board be despatched to Batuvia — yon retaining 70 
men, and the sloops sent out in pieces on IiDaril, whioh are to be 
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1651. put together at the Cape for your service at all times, especially 

M dii^overing the going and coining e^ps and bringing them 

^^ * ^' '• towards the best anchorage ; for which purpose you sha'l have a 

wooden light*house or something of the kind on shore to warn and 

guide them. 

To be well prepared for all enemies every wing of the fort shall 
be armed vntii 4 pieces of ordnance, which you shall land with 
everything requirea for it. 

As we cannot enter into all particulars which we aie unacquainted 
with, and which wfU mainly depend upon your experience and zeal, 
we cannot give you instructions in fall, so that what we have stated 
must suffice for the present to earry out the intentions of the 
Company. Ton are likewise ordered to correspond with the 
Company on all matters; and we wish you good fortune and 
prosperity on your voyage and the fulfilment of your trust, looking 
forward to the proper time when we shall be informed of your good 
success. 

Resolved in the Council of 17 at Amsterdam, the 25th March,. 
1651. 

Agrees, with the original. — ^D. Pruys, Advocate of the Company 



No. 4. — Further Instructions for the Officers Procbeding^ 
TO the Cape in the Service of the East India 
Company on board of the " Drommbdaris," " Beuger ''' 
AND "GbEDE Hoop.'' 

I2tli Dec. As it is not stated in the general instructions how the officers 
commanding at the Cape are to conduct themselves towardjs foreign 
nations whose ships might touch there for supplies, the said officers- 
are continually - to be on their guard and 'm an offensive and 
defensive position, that they may not be attacked unawares ; with 
this proviso, that the said officers shall not hinder any nation livings 
in fnendship with or allied to, or holding a position of neutrality 
towards the States-General in their desire to supply themselves ;. 
the Portuguese excepted, whom the Company has declared to be 
its enemies, and with whom it is at war in the regions falling 
within the limits granted by charter to the Company, in accordance 
with the Resolution of the 17. 

If any nation in alHanoe with, or holding a position of neutralitj 
towards the States-General should establish a station at the Gape,: 
you shall take no notice of it as long as they select a spot beyond 
the limits selected by you for your safety, and such other places as 
you may take possession of, and defend for rearing the various 
kinds of cattle and produce. 

For this puipose you shaH after landing inspect the most con- 
venient spots for lands and pastures, and erect signs of taving: 
tflken possession. 
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As the Drommedaris and Reijger have been ordered to remain I661. 
at the Cape until they have landed their cargoes for the garrison, i^^r^ 
and brought the fort into a proper state of defence, you shall 
despatch the Reijger as Foon as possible before the JDromm^danK 
to ^atavia, to be employed there in the Company's service, 
retaining the Drcmtnidaris as long as you deem necessary, but no 
longer. 

IFrom the accompanying extract you will see what strange 
inmours aie about regarding the designs of Prince Bobert, and 
though we do not credit them, it is necessary to be prepaied 
for everything, and therefore yon shall warn the sbips coming 
from India to be on their guard and prepared for battle ; also 
not to separate from each other from the Cape to St. Helena, 
and finding other ships there to keep to windward in order not 
to be surprised, on which subject we have communicated with 
the Governor-General and Council of India. Amsterdam, 12th 
Dec., 1651. 



No. 5. — Nomination of Riebeeck's Successor in Case of 

Death, &c. 

"Whereas J. van Hiebeeck has been appointed Commander of the I6th Dee, 
expedition fitted out for the Cape in Drommedaris^ Reijger and 
Ooede Hoopy the Company trusting that he will conduct himself to 
its satisfaction, but whereas he is likewise liable to sickness and 
death on the voyage, the Hon. David de Coninck, Skipper of the 
DromtnedariSy is appointed to take Biebeeck's place and carry out 
the instructions and works as mentioned above, all being ordered 
to obey the said Coninck. 

(Signed) Z. D. Carpentier. 



Amsterdam, 15th Dec, 1651. 



Hendrik Volt. 
Hans van Loon. 



No. 6.— Extract from Kesolution taken by the Directors 
OF THE Chamber Amsterdam, This Day, 4th Dec, 1651, 
Monday. 

The Company wills that Biebeeck shall hoist his flag as Com- 4th Dei*. 
mander of the fleet aboat to leave, as far as the Cape, and that he 
stall lethe Convener and also President of the Combined Council. 
The clippers to obey this order. 
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1661. No. 7. — ^Peace made with Spain ^ 

,l^thl>ec. As peaoe has been made with Spain, and the Company is at 
present on friendly terms with all, exoeptiug Portug^ within the 
distriot of the East India Charter, all the oommabiders and officers 
of the Company are ordered not to molest any dhips of the friendly 
nation^ sailing to or from the East Indies, unless they iaolest us first, 
in which case our officers are to defend themselves as they ought ; 
excepting the subjects of the King of Portugal, who are to be 
attacked as enemies by land and sea within the East India dis- 
trict pommendng at the East of the Cape.. This order is to be 
oairied out ligidly. — All ofPenders are to oe punish^ as the case 
may require. 



(Signed) . Zachakias Boodb. 

Jak MvNtER. 



.Anisitjerdam, 13th Dee., 1651. 



No. 8. — Extract from thb Letter of the East India 
Chamber at Middelburo, to that of Amsterdam, 
dated 6th Dec, 1651, 

5th Dec. Captain Aldert has arrived at Flushinj? from the coast of Portu- 
gal, where he has been cruising. H^rd from him that he had often 
met Prince Robert, who witn 8^ large ships was sailing about 
in that, neighbourhood, and hcul piravJsinted him frbin capturing 
a Portuguese with 4 or 500 cased or kigar.'' Had'seen tlifalb PHnoe 
capture a Castili^n ship fh>m wfaibh he tdok ,ii laf*^ amotint of 
' money by^pieans of which he h^d obtained provisions fbi' Ids erews, 
a large' qiuihtity of.1;>irea4l being baked on the^Fleihiish'IsIaiids, and 
much oattlp slaughtered.' It is repdrt^ thei^'thjeit the' P^oe in- 
tends to proceed to Bt. HelehatcJ ifrtei<detit thb^Eii^iisU'Bast India 
return ships. Wq oould not withhold this ptiUidty tc^rd story from 
you, as the said , Aldert is ail honest and respectable man. It 
is very unlikely that the Prince has such intentions, as he would, 
in our opinion, if ho had, make more careful arrangements ; how- 
ever, we leave it for you to consider wliether it would 'ft^tbd advis- 
able to write with the vessel going to the Cape, in order to give 
information Jo the return ships. 

JOURNAL OF COMMANDER JOHAN VAN RIEBEECK. 

14th Dec. 1651., December 14.— Leaves Amsterdam at 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon ; weather raitiy. '"* " 

l^J. — Takes command of the expedition and hoists his flag on 
board th^ Drantmedafisy, aeoording to the Resolution of the Chamber 
of tlie 4£h Dec. ^ - r ^- .. rrr^.^v.. * 

I7.r--Riebeeck informed the Commissioners Bo^^h and de Lange 
on board the Wakis, that th^ ' gaifdeiii^f HepdifE ffwpx had by 
mistake, come on board his ship,' dtid that (hey WiBrd'^ffoVlAed with 
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neither beer nor water. Ordered that a cabin be made for the said 
gardener and family. 

18. — Reoeives his provisions and fuel ; an anker of brandy is 
missing. 

19. — Beoeives his papers and the muster roll. 

20. — Crew mustered and found correct ; one bo}'', not on the list, 
is sent on shore. Mr. Bo^h oomes on board with extract from a 
Resolution appointing Riebeeck Commander; his fla^ is to be 
hoisted on board the JDrommedaris^ and the Master Manner Davit 
de Coninck is to be his substitute. Left the Balg about noon for 
the Texel, where the DrotnmedariSy and Rei/grr safely arrived in the 
evening. 

22. — Arrival at the Texel of the Ooede Hoop, third ship of the 
expedition, whose Commander receives 50 Reals of eight in coin, 
for necessary refreshments. 

23. — Departure of some of the fleet from Texel. Orders received 
in the afternoon from Messrs Rogh and de Lange that the 
Drommedam, Reijger and Hoop were to leave without waiting for 
the Walvis and Oliphant, which were prevented by the slackness of 
the water from leaving the Balg. Additional provisions received. 

24. (Sunday). — Left in the afternoon in company with a large 
fleet of merchant vessels. 

25. — Lay to the whole night, to avoid the Flemish shoals. 

20. — Fleet much scattered, loses sight of his consorts. About 
noon sighted Calais ; receives information of the position of the^ 
two vessels, and passes the points during the dog watch. 

27. — Is rejoined by the Reijger and Ooede Hoop, and passes,, 
during the first night watch, the Isle of White. 

28. — Communicates the private signals to the Reijger and Goede 
Hoop. 

29. — Tacks towards the English coast. 

30. — Finds the Dromrnedaris so light that she cannot carry 
heavy sail. Council held with the Commanders. Decided to sail 
to an English port for ballast ; prevented by change of wind ; 
resolved to trust to Providence, and when once beyond the reach 
of enemies, to ballast the ship with some cannon. 

31. — Wind increased ; sails shortened. The Drommedaris on 
her beams' ends ; great danger. Vessel under storm sails. 

1652. January 1. — Weather still boisterous. 

2. — Fine weather. 

3. — Still sailing under shortened sails, in consequence of the 
liffhtness of the vessel. The stowers of the cargo are to be blamed, 
who endanger the property of the Company, and the lives of all 
on board. The ship is heeling over with every gust of wind. 
Saw a sail and supposed it to be a Turkish or other pirate. 

4. — Supposed to DC o£E Cape Finisterre. 

7. — Death of Symon Jansz ; of Amsterdam, a carpenter, from 
dropsy. 

8.— Off Cape Vincent. 

10.— Off Madeira. 

Vol. V. C 



1651. 
December- 



1662. 



January- 
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1442. 11. — ^ParU companj with the Guinea aod Brazil ships; no 

notice given by the latter, notwithstanding the airangement that 
thej would take letters to be forwarded raid Brazil, henoe the only 
opportnnity is by the Guinea ship via the Canaries. 

12. — Letters for Amsterdam entrusted to the merdiant and 
captain of the Guinea diip. 

13. — Sights the Canaries and parts from the Zf>/^<? with a salute, 
the latter ship taking the letters. 

14.— Passes the Canaries. 

20. — ExpeetM to be off Cape Verde to-morrow — consults with the 
other captaios — all well on board — consequently decides to pass on 
without calling. 

21.-Sights Ilha de Sal. 

22.— Sights Ilha lie Mayo. 
Febnuffj. February 13. — Passed die line this morning. 

18.— Variation of the compasses— 3® 9' N. E. 

20. — Lowered 9 cannons into the hold to steady the vessel, and 
kept nine above, as Prince Robert might be at the Cape, looking^ 
out for English ships, which it is supposed he is doing at 
St. Helena. He may make no distinction between Dutch and 
English 8hips, as we are at war with Portugal in India, and he 
may plausibly aj^jieal to his Portuguese Commission. Prudence ia 
therefore neeessar}*. 
Mifch. March 12. — D^th of a child of the chief surgeon from scurvy — 

buried in the evening — all the rest are well — water supply getting 
low. Men placed on allowance. 

18. — ^Wind ver>' strong — ^the yacht propelled along — its sails 
consequently shortened to enable us to keep up with it. 

20. — Captain Turver coming on board, reports that there is no 
more ilian one month's supply of water and beer on board his 
ship. Ordered to put bis crew on short allowance, as we had been 
domg for some time already. 

29. — Consultation with the Captains of the Re\jger and the Hoop 
to compare bearings. This was done, and then it was resolved to 
reach the latitude 34' 20^ and so the Cape. Likewise to sail east- 
ward until to-morrow, and discover whether the Drontmedaris oau 
succeed in taking tlie alfitude, which we have not been able to do 
since the 26th. 
April. April 4. — Man fell overboard, but was rescued. 

5. — Signalled to consorts to keep close together, to be able to 
arrive at the Cape together, and be properly prepared for all 
hypocritical friends and open enemies. About 5 glasses of the 
afternoon watch, Table Mountain was siehted by the Chief Offioer, 
15 or 16 Dutch miles away. He received 4 Spanish reals in specie. 
The flag was hoisted and a shot fired for the information of the 
Reijger and Hoop. We approached very near the shore during the 
night, the consorts being very near us. 

6. — The slrx)p was sent on shore below the Lion's Kump with 
the bookkeep^, Adam Hulster, and the second o£Soer, Arent vau 



Jeveren, to discover wliat nuil how many ships tJiere were in the 
Bay, in order to be i)repared for detVnce or attack. Two hours 
before dark the sloop returaed, and ceporled that there were no 
ships ; we consequently stond in, and with the Goedr Hoop anchored 
before the " Versee Rivier " in five fatlioms sand hottoni, trusting 
that with God's hlessing Ca])tain H-ioghsaet of the Jlnjgei-, who had 
kejit further off, would likewiee eafely oonie to port. Skipper 
Davit Cooinck is ordered to proceed to shore on the morrow with 
one of the sloops, and 6 armed soMIers— besides the oarsmen — to 
aearoh for letters, obtain vejcetables und draw the net for some fisli 
for the crew. 

N.B.^The diary of the voyage further contains full particulars 
about the jirogresn of the vessel every day, the state ol the 
atmosphere, the changes of the wind, the course ]iursued, and 
Tvhatever a ship's log of that time would give regarding the 
distance sailed each day, &<■. 

7. (Sunday). — Skipper Ooninok gnes nsliore with the floop; at 
daybreak tlie Re{/j/er anchr)rs alongside of us. Ooninck returns 
-with some tilth and a packet of tetters of the 35th Feb. ult., left by 
Commander Jan van Teylingen of the return fleet — two for the 
Governor-(Jeiieral and Council of India and one for the Commanderf 
of the ships Prill" Wilkiii^ Ac, then expected but not arrived. 
They probably pasRed on Inwards St. Helena Teyliogen having 
obtained one oow and one sliei'p Lad left on the :i6th February 
with his fleet, after a stay of 11 days. Riebeeck gathering fi-oni 
the letter to the Coranianders, that Teylingen had on hoard some 
horses for the Cape, which he had left with the English-speaking 
Ottento, and that some necessary information woidd he gamed by 
doing BO (stating fully the reasons for so doing), opens one, a ixipy 
of which is annexed. Contents : Short account of the voyage — 
furivol at the Cape — found no ships : not even a little fort on land ; 
obtaine<i only a oow and calf from the savages ; saw no signs of 
obtaining any cattle or other kind of refreshment, though many 
cows were seen : decided to proceed to St. Helena to wait for the 
other ships that had been prevented by stormy weather from 
touching at the Cape. Eight men had died. Skipper Aert Pleune 
complained of the youth and inexperience of his surgeoua; the 
sub-surgeon of the Diiinmiit, an experienced young man, 
accordingly transferred to the Louinc with the title oi full surgeon. 
Said skipper also complained of the bad ballasting of his vessel, 
which prevented it from caiTj'ing the necessary canvas; and of the 
damaged stage of the cargo. The overseers of the carpenters are 
to be blamed, iis they allow no i^uffidont time for good work. 
Fears the worst as reg irds the Vrc/e, whose condition is described. 
Sail reported oif Robben Island. If is does not put in an appear- 
ance to-morrow then we proceed on the voyage. On the 4th of 
last month the galley was on Are, which was fortunately extin- 

Kied. Tlie great God be praised. With well wishes. 
(Signed) J. van Tkylinqen. 




April. 



ler*'!. On Board the Diamante 

25th February, 1652, Table Bay. 

Copy of a letter from J. v. Tejlingen to the Commander of the- 
Pnns Willem and oonsorta. Hie safe arrival in Table Bay.^ The 
Neic Rotterdam and H, Louise had anchored two days previously. 
Had waited 11 days, **but as none of you have put in an appear* 
anee (op dondert), and in oonsequence of the storms some if not all 
may have passed the Cape and steered for St. Helena, we leave to* 
morrow early for that Island, where we will await you until the- 
1st' April, and in ease you are behind us, do not delay, but come on. 
after taking in fresh water ; that together we may proceed to the 
dear Fatherland. We only obtained one cow and sheep— may you 
have better luck. — With greeting, &c., 

(Signed) J. van Teylingen. 

On board the Diamante 

25th February, 1652, Table Bay. 

The horses you are to land and give in charge to the English- 
speaking Ottento, who will deliver them to those who are to occupy 
the fort. The Ottento is to be well rewarded." 

Went ashore this evening to consider about the site of the fort. 
The English-speaking Ottento and another came on board and 
were royally feasted. They declare that they have no cattle, bein^ 
only fishermen ; and that cattle are only obtainable from those (S 
Saldania; an information agreeing with the statements of the 
survivors of the Haerlem, 

8. — Hea'^y S.S.-East wind in the morning. It appears to be 
the dry season now, the ground being cracked and the rivulets dry. 
Meeting of Council concerning the site of the fort ; resolved, after 
inspection, to erect the same near the principal fresh river, which 
comd easily be led round the canals of the fort. Hundred men 
sent on shore from the three ships to labour, and 81 left on board. 

9. — Riebeeck goes on shore to mark the site of the fort — full 
particulars given of its size and sbape (see despatch). Will com- 
municate more particulars iwhen the works are further advanced, 
and also send a proper drawing. The men of the Drommedurh 
and Reijger busy the whole day discharging materials. 

10. — The men commenced to work early in the morning with 
picks, spades, &c. ; the ground is soft, and the making of embank- 
ments difficult ; the ground is mixed with underwood. He fears 
that heavy rains will destroy the works, unless serviceable sods are 
found, and is busy marking off the canals, which at one point join 
the river ; so that we trust to be able to lead the latter into them. 
Men very badly acquainted with their duties. 

Arrival of 9 or 10 Saldanhars ; defensive attitude assumed by 
the beach rangers (who daily with wives and children sit with us 
before our tents). We had enough to do to check their courage 
and fury, and despatched a body of Europeans between the parties 
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■"Wfi Buci'eeiled in eBtablisliicg au urmiwtioe ; keeping tlie (2ombatiints 
the whole day in peaceful rouduct towards each other. The Sal- 
danhars, making use of signs and many broken Duich and English 
■words (no doubt learned from the shipwrecked crew of the Haerlem) , 
wished to explain that for copper and tobacco they would soon 
briDg some eattlu and sheep ; which we urged them to do, by kind 
treatment. Skipper Davit (_'oninok, with two assistants and 2 
soldiers, being on a fisbiug pxoitruiou at the Salt River, meet« the 
d Saldanhars, who take him round the ne<'k and nrumiae cattle and 
sheep in exchange for ciiyiper and tobacco. These natives are 
■described as fine fellows, dressed in prepared oxnide, and stepping 
like any dandy in the Fatherland who carries bis mantle on 
his shoulder or arm, but their private parts were exposed ; a little 
skin barely covering them. Skipper Coninck returned with four 
bags of mustard leaves, sorrel, 780 lieautifid hraems and four other 
defieate fishes of more delicate flavour than any fish in the Father- 
land ; on^ looking like a haddock and as good and fat. 

1 1. — Heavy Soutli-Easter — the laden h'lat of the Rfijgc/ pro- 
■ceeding t'lwards the shore, is compelled to He at anolior midway the 
whole day ; suooeeded in the e^'ening in reaching the ship, h\- the 
blessing of God. 

12, — Wind the same ; without yestei-day's showers. Determined 
to go on shoi-e, us no one was at work, notwithstanding the super- 
intendence of three secimd officers. Landed helow Lion's Itump 
-among thi' rocks with great danger, and found 4 beams washed 
ashore und thrown overlKiard hy the boat of the Reijger; 8 men 
^3alTied them lo the tents. Works continued at the leeside, to 
avoid the dust Hying into the IVes "f the men — no communication 
■with the ships. 

\'i. — Better weather. Mateiials and cannon landed. Found 

food sods for the ramparts, hut the gntund is too dry to cut them. 
Ixehnnged 3 plates of co))per and 3 piet'es of -1 fathom copper wire 
for a, oow and a young calf — fairly divided both among the ships. 

14. (Sunday). — Fine weathei. After service fresh meat and 
vegetables were given to the men — caught about 1,000 beautiful 
steeiibraeHems (braems) a( the Suit Jtiver, each about Ij foot 
in length. 

15. Slow progress of the works, in consequence of the small 
number of laDoiu^rs and the number of sick. Sate arrival of the 
Salaw'imlfi; Capt, Dirck Snoeck and Skipper Jan Ysbrantszen. 
Had left Batavia 25th Jan. with the th-itngien, Coninvk Darif, Lttni- 
dragei- and Breda — parted company on the 13th February in the 
Straits of Snnda. The vioe-Commander is Dirck Egel. Snoeck 
reports that Indian seeds, plants and horses had been shipped for 
the Cape, hut of which we are still destitute. 

16. — Meeting of Council to inform Snoeck and Ysbrantsy.en 
■of the reports conoemiug Prince Itobert and the orders of the 
Ida'J'ers in couseijuf ntse. Ijikewisc the prohibition of war with any 
European nation e.xoept Portugal. Notinuehprogreeawitbtheworki. 
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17. — Mistj weather — ^works prosecuted — shipe diadiarged and* 
filled with ballast. 

18. — Our Skipper and that «^»f the Sulamandtr weut out fisluDg ;. 
we took oyer from them three joun^ fellows who had been hidiikg^ 
on board. They were Frederick Yerourgh, assistant, Jan Willems* 
Bobbel, of Delft, and Gomelis Comelisz, of Rotterdam — they are 
at present to assist at the work^. Information sent to the MasterS' 
per Salamander of our arrival and progress with the works. 

19. — ^Letters entrusted to the chiefs of the Salamander for 
Amsterdam. Salamander weighed one anchor, and on the 

20th at daybreak departed. Works continued and ships dis^ 
charged. Fiye cannons provisionallj' placed on the ramparts — 
positions stated. Temporary wooden quarters erected for Van 
Biebeeck. 

21. (Sunday). — Cannons discharged and reloaded with balL 
Proceeded up the kloof of Table Mountain about 2 Dutch miles — 
ground there as good and fruitful as anywhere in the world, but 
not a hundredth part can be cultivated in consequence of th& 
scarcity of hands — a few Chinese would be welcome as gardeners — 
better results expected than Ilha Formosa can produce, as the^ 
ground is much richer, and there are many marshy spots. 

22. — Three more cannons landed and placed on the ramparts. 

23. — Fine weather, enabling us to land a good many things. 

24. — Biebeeck lands with his family and occupies the wooden* 
shed to superintend the works. The men shoot a hippopotamus — 
description of the animal — good eating. 

25. — Skipper Hooghsaet lands to urge on his men, as usual. 

:iG. — The work done at the fort and the zeal of Hooghsaet are- 
described. Cari)enter8 busy erecting dwellings and stores. 

27. — Is disappointed in consequence of the hardness of the 
ground, in getting both points of the fort finished in the evening. 
Takes a walk round Lion's Bump ; is pleased with the beautiful 
soil and the grazing qualities of those parts. Qoes round the kloof 
— found it rather stony, but lower down the finest soil watered 
by various rivulets in the rainy season, but now dry and barren. 
Some Chinese or Mardyckers or Netherlanders might be allowed 
on certain conditions to occupy some plots of land. Saw whales- 
in the bay — too much work and too much exiK>sed to hunt them^ 
and no boats excepting two Biscayan sloops, which are unfit for 
the purpose; would Uke to be provided hx>m Batavia with an 
additional coupk made of light teakwood planks. 

28. (Sunday). — ^After eervice and in company of Hooghsaet,. 
Turver, and some armed soldiers, walked over the ridge to the* 
South of Table Moimtain — ^found everywhere fine garden ground 
— ^viewed the country all round — about 10 Dutch miles broad and- 
long — watered by the finest fresh rivers — ^thousands of Chinese or- 
other agricidturists would not be able to cultivate a tenth part of 
the country, which is so rich that neither Formam nor Ne^v- 

therland can be compared ydih it. 
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— Progress of Ihe fort — exi-avation of the o-llar for the 
dwelling house and afure. The Ranlenei' prepares some proiiud for ■ 
sowing seeds brought from the Fatherland, by way of experiment. 
Wlieu ill a fair state of defeiioe nod the moist NeiiNon has aixived. 
this work will be taken in band with raor-' ^eal, thougU but little 
of the immeuse tracts can be cultivated het'iiuse of the smalluess of 
our numbers. The consequent necessity of imjiortiug Chinamen [ 
or other industrious people, who would in time make a sufficient 
living. Observed no Saldanhai-s ; only saw 4 or 5 nt the beat-h- 
rangers having lean bodieii and hungry Ktomaohs filled by us with 
barley and bread and sjuietimes wine; a large supply of rice 
themf'ir© neeesaary, likewise arraok, to treat those who may off and 
on visit us, to gain their good will. 

31. — PregresB ii( the cellar and the fnrt 

May 1. — Mayday — fine weather — North -We^^terly soft bi-eeze. 
Busy with the fortifications. Giirdeiier antl assiutaul. employed in 
Bowing gai-den seeds by wav of experiment, so an gradually to 
1)riog under cultivation some good laud near Ihe eivaals about the 
fort ; for which purpose morelmmis will be alloweil him as soon 
18 the works permit it. 

■J, — Misty weather — more thnu ordinary sea on the beaoh. 

<i. — Oommeneed with putting up the woodsvork of the dwelling 
and store, 

. — Fine weather. 

. (Sunday). — Bookkeepers of Drwiniierl'iiit and Keijf/i'r with 
the aissislants v.d. Helm and Vcrburgh left with four gun? and 
returned on the 

6th at 8 o'clock a.m. having walked over the klouf about 6 
miles inland, where they found a fine large forest with large, high 
and sti-aight trees ; likewise a number of hnrfs, steenbueks and 
other game ; also 3 civet uata, which sf em to be abounding here 
Some of the beaoh -rangers were seen wearing their pouches round 
their neoks. It is therefore certain that they are here. We may 
get some from the Saldanhars when they arrive. If persons are 
foiuid versed in taking the civet from the rats, the animals may 
B kept for the beuent of the Company. The nttti\'ea say that 
they catch ihem in snares, so that we may buy them from them 
likewise in a friendly way. 
' 7. — Arrival of the Wakln and OUpli'iiil, which had left the 
Tesel on the 3rd Jan., and called at St. Vincent because of sick- 
ness. The Walrl.^^ had lost 4o and the Oli/>ft^"/ 85 inou. Manj 
atill sick on board. The Wnlrit leaky — hnd parted from the 
Pronnrie mm Zppbiinl at the Canaries, which would call at Teneriflo 
to transfer some women to other ships, who in consequence of the' 
hurried departure of tho vessel had oeen left on board. It had 
likewise many sick, ivnd therefore decided to touch at Sverra Leone, 

IS. — Thf (Jomraanders of the ships came on shore to inspect the 
irorks and obtain refreshments. No eattlo obtained up to date, 
the beach-rangers liave notluug but hungry stomachs, often filled. 
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1662. by US to gain their good will for the future benefit of the 
^ Company. 
^' 9. — Tent rigged for the sick of the Oliphant — two more haye 

died. 

10. — Nothing particular. 

11. — ^Meeting of Council on board the DrofnmedarU. Slow 
progress of the works. Besolved to retain 50 sick of both vessels, 
who, when restored to health, may assist at the works and after- 
wards be sent on to Batavia. A Hottentoo was brought to our 
barber, badly wounded. We gathered from his friends that they 
hsA had a skirmish with those of Saldania and that two had beeu 
kiUed. 

12. (Sunday). — First sermon preached by Rev. Baokerius of the 
Wakis, in the still unroofed house within the square of the un- 
ifinished fort. The Holy Sacrament was likewise celebrated. 

13. — Misty and hazy weather. 

14. — Reijger commences to discharge its provisions for the Cape, 
which are stowed in the unfinished house temporarily roofed with 
planks. Many whales in the Bay, apparently tame and easily 
•caught if we only had time. 

15. — Death of Jochum Andriesz, of the Oliphant, Qave i\xu 
afternoon the name of Qood Hope to the fort — the points were 
named after the ships lying at anchor: the South point the 
Drommedaris, the East point the Walvis, the West point tlie 
Oliphant and the North point the Reijger. The whole bearing 
the name of the yacht the Oood Hope, Walvis and Oliphant leavf^ 
with our letters for Batavia. 

16. — The Walrin goes under sail ; likewise the Oliphant after 
taking on board another boat load of water. The Reijger leaves 
with them. 

17. — ^Departure of the Oliphant aud Reijger. The bread barrela 
are placed on the loft, which i^ almost too weak to bear the weight 
in consequence of the lightness of the wood. Room, however, is 
made below for the heavy goods of the Drommedaris^ which are to 
be discharged to-morrow. 

18. — Same weather as yesterday. 

19. (Pentecost). — Hazy weather. 

20. — ^Visited the wreck of the ffaerfem, buried deeply in the 
sand — not possible to get the cannon out oi it. Some fine beams 
and two masts had been washed ashore, but it is impossible to 
move them — carts are required. They will be made especially to 
procure salt and so avoid the necessity of getting any from Batavia 
or Holland. Two more deaths among the Ohphanfs men, viz., 
fiiven Erasmus and Jacob Martensz. 

21 and 22. — Dirty weather. The Drommedaris discharging. 

23. — Had enough to do to keep our things dry in the erected 
•dwellings — the covering of planks and sails being insufiicient to 
i^eep our bread stufFs dry. No progress in the works. 

24. ^Landing of the powder. 
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25. — Letters ready tor luilia Di-oinin&Iarm diBoharged uutl 
ready for the voyage — letters entrusted to skipper Davit Conin(>k. 
Dysentery and other diseases among the men — also {ever — resulta 
of oold and discomfort. Had before all to find oover for our pro- 
visions, an the pork and meat are still lyin^ in the open air under 
loose planks. Death of the sailor Tjerek Olaenx of the Dromtif- 
darU from dysentery. Arrival of the Hof inn Z-'ehnt/t, Skipper 
Jan Overstraten. It had left Zealand the last of Jan. and touaned 
iiowhere~^37 had died on hoard, amongst tbem the sub-merchant 
Sagharins Naneius and two others, who in despair had jumped over- 
board. The rest all well, 

26. (Sunday). — Dtommetiari" delayed by the weathi^r. 

27.— The Bame. 

28. — Tbe DroniHiiif'in's towed outside. Death of the chief house 
carpenter, Ilendriok Junsz : (of Utrecht) from dysentery. The 
chief barber ia likewise atta<'ked. The disease is spreading in an 
alarming manner. D<iath also of a soldier of the ffqff' van Zeelnndi. 

2S), — Crew of the Jloff' van ZfiUimlt busy taking in water ; sick- 
ness of the under barlier and constable. Departure of the Holf' 
ran Zeelandt with despatches for India. Caught a young sea oow ; 
the ment and its taste being that of a calf, we allowed the people to 
eat it. 

30. — The Hoff ran Znelmuli delayed by aflverse wind. 

'il. — The same. 

N.B. — The state of the weather daily i-arefiilly observed aud 
noted down. 

June 1.— North-West breeze. Tbe Hoff run Z-'i-hndl forced to 
re-auehor. Death from fever of rlie gunner Albert Hendricksz : 
both fever and dysentery are very prevalent, and delaying our 
work. 

2. — Unsui'oessful attempt t'> leave made by the Hoff van Zi:eliin'lt. 

'i. — Safe departure of the above sbip. Sickness increasing ; of 
116 there are now no more than 00 sufficiently well to work. 

4. — Jan Hendricksz : Backer of the Oliphniif, dipd during the 
night. 

0. — Heei-e Uiddes died during the night. 

t>. — Weather too severe to do much to the fortifications und 
dwellings, whii'h latter we could not so cover in with planks and 
tarpaulins that the bread aud other dry stores could he made safe 
iiQTa the rain. This evening the wife of the Cateohist gave birth 
to a son, the first child bora within the fort. The Cateohist is as 
yet the only oircupant, since the day before yesterday, of the fort ; 
all of us are still dwelling in tents but hope tfj oooupy the fort uest 
■week, which will be better quartors. 

7. — Cut leeds in the downs b>'liind Lion's Enmp to thatch our 
dwellings; bppe that this will b^ a success, as planks and tar- 
paulins eiinnot kt-ep the wet fixtm our heads, &o More eases of 
sickness, some im the point of death. Y(;storday and to-day the 
iinder-ganleuer, his wife and elilest win have been laid up, and 
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We have, however, so far suoceasfully eiillivatej Dutch greens that 
dailj- for our table and the sick we hiive nxdish, lettuce ami cress ; 
odd to this the asparagus and UuLuh sorrel and we are fairly able 
to make a mess of Dutch vegetubles. We require, however, oattle 
and shf^eji. The SaMiinhars have not yet jirrived, whilst the beach- 
rangers living under our protection have nothing to eat but 
mussels, and run away as soon as the iSaldaiiharB wjine, except one 
speaking broken }<^nglish, who has promised to remain as inter- 
preter. What he may prove to be. time will show. 

20.— Strong S.-East — boat from yacht unable to laud — fair 
progress with the works. Death •>( the Cadet Biirtel Janstt: Oyert. 

31. — Blowing a hurricane since the evening. 

'■i'i. A wonder that everything was not blown away — great 
danger ot ihe yacht — no ships ought at this season to tonoh Tierp. 
This afternoon the yacht signahzed for asBistanoe — impossible to 
render any. Iq the evening weather milder— skipper of yacht 
oanie on shore and stated that he hud signalled nu-rely to have 
fiah caught by him tak-ii on shore — told him not to cause needless 
|ieril to the people on shore. 

23. (Sunday). — Fine weather. 

24.-- Fine weather, with gentle breeau S.E. 

20. — 4 or 5 whales sporting near the yaclil. 

2fi, — Capt. Tiu'ver says that during the jireseut month especially 
be had daily observed many fish in tlie bay and so near the ship 
that one oould jump on tliem from tlie ship. After dinner drew 
the seine for harders, seine broken in coiiBef}ueni.'e of the large 
draught of fish—iibout 10,000 caughtr— gave about 2.00U to the 
Ottt^ntoos — would have caught 20,000 if the seine had held 
togtl her— always the case that we oatch more fish than we require. 
It would l>e desirable it the cattle and sheep were as abundant for 
the heavily worked labourers and siok, who have tfi be satisfie*! 
with oldf'iod and somelimes aliltle &ah. 

'^~. — Bay full of whales — must delay hunting them in oonse- 
queni'C of too much necessary wort, besides we have nothing in 
which to preserve the oil — have a u idea though of making train- 
oil tioughs under ground as in the Fatherland. 8ix or eight more 
attacked with violent fever, amongst them the butler, iuast«i- 
niason utid a carpeiiler, which retards Ihe works. Heavy 
thunder, &c. 

28. — The same weather— could do little. 

29. — Fine weather. 

■•id. (Sunday).- The same— gentle W. I.reeae. 

N.B.Wind and weather, &ti., carefully noted every day. 

July 1.— Riebeeck proceeds in a Biscayan sloop to llohben 
Island, auoompanied by the skipper of the yacht, to inspect the 
place and arrange for catching seals. Surf ton . eavy to land — 
resolves to return — is caught in a South-Easier and is in great 
danger of being swamped or driven to sea. By Grod's guoanesB 
the \\\w\ ceased and we arrived home safely. 



26 

1662. 3. — Fair progiess with tlie works — some whales in the Bay — 

jT sow some wheat and barley ns an experiment. 

4. — Fine weather continues — whales in the Bay. 

5. — The same. 

6. — Same. 

7. — Cloudy weather and gentle N.W. breeze. 

8. — Fine sunshine — wind the same — sow some carrot seeds. 
The 7 or 8 days' drought have made the earth's crust so hard that 
picks and hoes can haxdly enter it, which checks our works at the 
canals and the walk. Jan Planx, arquebusier on board the Ghede 
Hoopy condemned for the crime of insubordination to fall from the 
yard arm and receive 50 cuts, which is more extensively described 
m the record of " Sentences." 

9. — Many whales in the bay. Above sentence carried out. 
^Gerrit Dirksz : van Elssen, Cadet, for molesting the skipper, is 
condemned to receive 100 cuts and to stand sentry the whole day 
witli 6 muskets. Last night Nicolas Pietersz : Venlo, Cadet, died 
^thout a will and was buried this evening. 

10. — Yesterday's sentence carried out. 

11. — Many whales in the bay. 

12. — Windy weather, westerly. 

13. (Sunday). — The wheat sown on the 8rd already appearing 
— hopes for a good crop- -tran8planted two fine beds of cabbage, 
which seem to grow favourably. 

14. Many whales in the bay. Went to the Salt Biver and 
beyond it, where we observed many harts and elands — ^resolved to 
set traps as they cannot be reached with guns in consequence of 
iheir wildness. 

^ 16. — Sowed a bed with white peas and some cauliflower, salad 
.and other herbs ; also radishes, which latter answer admirably ; 
likewise asparagus found wild and transplanted, and now 
: abundantly on the table ; our chervil seed is spoilt, likewise the 
parsley, which grows indifferently. Expect much from the rich- 
ness of the soil. Hard at work on the fortress, to place it in a 
-state .of defence, and on the dwellings. We are still living in 
tents of old sails. 

17. — Hea\'y sea on — many whales in the bay — very cold during 
the night — ice on the water. Set the traps at the Fresh River on 
the slope of the Table Mountain, about 1^ Dutch mile from this — 
sixteen in number and over holes due; for the purpose, m hich the 
game cannot avoid if they come to drmk. 

18. — Found the traps broken and one altogether carried ofif — 
supposed that the lines are not strong enough. 

19. — Made snares of 12 striog lines, but 

20. — This morning 4 were broken and the rest had been 

submerged by the rain which had fallen during the night. Sowed 

/ some wheat', barley and peas, and likewise other seeds. It is 

, delightfid to see how beautifully the pea«, large beans, radishes, 

I beet, spinach and other garden produce spring up, also the wlieat 
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aud turuius sowu neai* the foit, aud the cabbages which at the ) it>5*2. 
distauoe of a musket shot we have planted iu very fat soil between 
the two fresh riveis. More ground is being prepared, and we 
trust to have abundant supplies of refreshments for the return 
ships from India. 

21. (Sunday). — Gardens prospering well with the wet weather. } 

22. — North- Westerly storm — danger to the Reijger — glad that 
the Drommcdark had left so early in the season, as no anchors cr 
chains could have withstood the sea where the big ships usually 
anchor— our boats washed ashore, and we liad enough to do to 
beach them safely — ships cannot touch here without danger at this 
season. The water was so high that it washed against some of the 
tents and ran into the kitchen, which, however, stands high on the 
beach on the green field. Death of the wife of the chief surgeon, 
who had just recovered from severe illness — one of liis daughters 
is still very ill, and so are many soldiers und sailors — some are 
commencing to improve. We hope that God will henceforth keep 
them in health. Heavy weather during the night. 

23. — Gardens flooded with all the crops spoilt — a miserable ; 
sight, as we had sown various beds with wheat, peas, cabbages, &e. 
some of which looked beautiful — very heavy rains indeed — every 
thing inundated — too much water for the rivers — half a foot of 
water in the store — canals full — a clay wall intended for a kitchen 
2 J feet broad and 8 feet high collapsed — but the walls of the 
fortifications made of sods remain uninjured — did our best to make 
them strong — damp weather, wind and rain continuing — in the 
evening South- West wind virith hail and rain, destroying whatever 
had been left of our garden produce. 

24. — Bain and heavy cold — little to be done to the works — 
yacht in danger of parting and running on shore. Burial of the 
surgeon's wife. Saw many baboons at the foot of Table Mountain 
— could not catch any — they were too quick. 

25 and 26. — ^Weather so bad that a dog would not be sent outside. 

27. — Fine weather but cold nights — saw many baboons at the 
foot of the Lion mountain, big and horrible to look at. Death 
last night of the soldier Hendrik Ertman, who was buried to-day. 
Mountckins covered with snow. 

28 and 29. — Fine weather — snow meltine fast ; prepared some 
ground and sowed peas, turnips, carrots and other herbs near the / 
f oi*t in dry, sandy soil — the turnips and carrots sown at the com- 
mencement of the month are showing well — we hope that God *; 
Almighty vnll in course of time grant good fruit and henceforth [ 
protect it from all harm — ^Amen. Eight or ten more fell sick in 
consequence of the bad weather ; they were nourished virith warm 
wine, as we have not procured a single head of cattle or a sheep. 
We expect next month the arrival of the Saldanhars, from whom 
some cattle may be bartered to refresh our men and those of the 
expected ships, whom we v\rill be able to provide with greens. We ] 
have secured a good supply, notwithstanding the bad weather. 
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1662. 30. — Coromeneed to dmin the inundated garden with a canal and 

|"T dyke on the upper side — the rivers too small to carry off the high 
" ^* water — our plan likely to succeed. Many whales in the bay. 

N.B. — The ordinary careful registration of the weather each day. 
-AufTust. August 1. — Bay full of whales ; fine weather for the gardens — 
\ highly delighted with the extraordinary fatness of the soil of the 
gardens, which are being restored — the seeds in it supposed to have 
been drowned are springing up ever^'^where, and the remnants on 
the beds, viz., cabbages and peas, are shooting forth afresh. We 
hope for the b» st as regards the turnips and carrots. Death of the 
soldier Alb.rt Elders. 

2. — Went on the Lion's Rump ; saw plainly the North-West 
wind blowing out of the sea against the South-East in the Bay — 
the one as strong as the other — consequently it is evident that our 
notes regarding the vdnds in the bay do not agree with the winds 
blowing outside, as we have often presumed from the heavy waves 
rolling into the Bay from the North- West at this time of the 
year. 

3. —Whales made a ^reat noise near the shore during the night. 
Took up our abode in the fort to-day, whose Northern point is in a 

Birfectly defensible condition — busy now with the Southern angle, 
eath of the soldier Daniel Lepla. 

4. — Cold weather. 

5, 6 and 7. — Fine weather ; many whales in the bay ; snares again 
set at the Fresh Eiver below Table Mountain for harts and elands, 
and a little guardhouse erected for the person ordered to attend to 
them. 

8. — Wet, stormy weather. 

9. — Ground under water — hence no game could be caught. 
] 10. — Sowed barley and carrots in the new gardens ; wiU enclose 
■ the seeds which have been washed away and are springing np in 
other places. 

11. — Stormy weather — unsafe berth of the yacht, which might 
be relieved by a pilot or dogger boat if we were sure that we did 
not require it for important work. Country under wa*er. The 
men return from the guard-house as there is no chance, before 
drier weather, to catch game. 

12. — Saw many elands and harts beyond cannon distance from 
the fort, but too ^vild to be approached. This makes us very 
miserable, as up to date we nave obtained nothing from the 
natives excepting the lean cow and calf already mentioned. Must 
still live on the old food, varied with Cape greens and a little 
Dutch radish, until better times. 

13. — Many whales in the bay. Meeting of Council ; resolved to 
draft from the expected fleet as many men as can be spared to 
finish the fortress, &c. ; likewise provisions and other necessaries as 
mentioned in the resolution of this day's date. 

14. — Heavy South-Easter — ^yacht in danger of being driven to 
jBea. 



1 5.^ — Sowed some turnips mid wheat in the uew garden, in which 
j Tfe diligently work to be ready with i-efreshments when the ahips 
I SFrive from India. 

16. — Heavy Westerly wind. 

17, — Worse weather aooompanied with hail — little progress with 
I -our works —labour impossible in this weather. 

19 and 20. — Peas sown last montli wimmenoing to blossom and 
i ahow young pods — the blossoms of the large beans falling off in 
consequence of the cold weather. Will continue planting every 
month to &nd out the exact season for each plant. 

21, — Pine weatlior — many whales. Death of a soldier Jan 
Janz : of Swartsluys. Some are still laid up with dysentery, and 
others are daily attacked in consequence seemingly of the greens 
used as refreshmenfa instead nf fresh meat, which we have not yet 
been able to obtain. 

22, 23 and 24. — Fine weather. Sowed peas, Turkish beans, ' 
aniseed, fennel nnd wormwood, also medlars and quiuoe-pips on 
the banks of the canals, and we intend when it is a liitle warmer 
also to plant Spanisli orange and apple seeds. We had some time 
'before sown on different qiote skirret and mustard seed, whioh have 

Pnot yet sprouted out. It is supposed that the seeds were spoilt, as 
was observed before in the case of the ohervit and onitms. Stook- 
fish supply exhausted — resolved liencefortli to catch fresh fiah, to 
be supplied 3 times a day as long as the heavy work lasts. Went 
out fishing yesterday ; eanght more than 400 breams and about 
2,000 har lers, which wo salted. Would that fresh meat were as 
abundant. We expect the Saldanhars in summer, and ho^ie that 
thev will be inclined to trade. The wheat and barley sown on the I 
lOth are sprouting forth. ' 

25. (Sunday). Fine weather — many whales in the bay— 20 
ttirnips gathered for the third time from a little seed sown on our 
arrival — found them very delicate and as good as in the Father- 
land. We hope to be well provided for the fleet. Caught a young 
hart with the dog, still a suckling and tasting like a young lamb. 

26 and 27. — Fine weather — many whales. 

28.— Dirty weather —South- East. 

29. — Wind veering towards the Nortli ; heavy rain and hail; 
the whole country under water like a sea; our dyke has saved the 
.garden. 

30.— Dirty wealh-r. 

31. — Pretty fair weather — heavy wimt in the evening, rainandhoil. 

September 1. — Heavy weather — yacht again in danger. f 

2. — The same. 

3. — Weather subsiding — more sick. 

4. — Fine weather. Pluoked the first jieas, anil ale g lod carrots . 
about the thickness of tlie little finger and suwn after i-irival — jill 

I the rest sown later are growing famously. The soldier Joost van 
der Laaok, being drunk, used foiil words towards tlif ("onimaiider 
and insulted him. He wits appr^'hendod. 
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1652. 5 and 6. — Fine weather — many whales. Sowed some carrotSy. 

g^~ turnips, Leans and cabbage lettuce, which give as fine heads as at 

^^*'*^ '• home ; the beans appear to be spoilt, but the endives are a treat to 

. look at, likewise the Iloroan or laige beans. The heavy rains have^ 

.' destroyed the Turkish b^ins. We shall try again when the 

weather is milder. 

7. — Wet. Van der Laack suspended from office because of his- 
insolence, as the minutes will show more fully. 

8. — Wind and weather as before. 

9 and 1 0. — Many whales. Sent the yaclit to Kobben Island to 
inspect it. It returned in consequence of bad weather threatening^ 

11. — Yacht left again, and found good anchorage at the island 
I about half-a-mile from land. The beet sown thrives well. 

12.- Mild weather. 

If}, — Yacht returns from fiobben Island with about a hundred 
black birds called duykers, and of good taste ; it also brought some 
pengidns and 3,000 eggs, which we distributed air.ong the people 
— a timely refreshment, as the stockfish is used up, and the seine- 
has lately not been very successful. Skipper Turver also brought 
a live young seal, reporting that there were a great many, but 
that they had no blubber to melt do^vn — that there was no fresh 
water ; and only penguins and black duykers. The young seal 
bears out the statement of Turver, but Riebeeck determines to go 
and see for himself. 

14. — Left for the Island with both boats and some tubs in which 
to place the eggs, penguins and other birds, as barley and peas are 
running low and there is no sign yet of the Saldanhars. Anchored 
at Eoboen Island in the afternoon and found all the eg&^ at the 
North point destroyed by the sea mews— found many at tne South 
point. Took about 5 or 600 and 25 birds, and left six men On 
shore 

(15th) to gather egcs early in the morning, but found that the 
mews had destroyed them. Getting also no eggs where we had 
landed we drove about 600 penguins like sheep towards our vessels. 
Six seals were killed and skinned, having a fair quantity of blubber 
and fine thick skins, apparently to the great advantage of the 
Company. We carefully examined the Island in all directions^ 
and found it saltish in many places and covered with small bushes 
and grass at various spots, with sweet smelling herbs and flowers. 
^ There were some streamlets of fresh water also. If wells were dug 
a large quantity would no doubt be found. Heavy South-Easter. 
Riebeeck remains on shore and sends the skipper with some men 
on board the yacht for the night. 

1 0. — Wind quiet. Went on board with all the penguins and 
arrived at the fort at sunset, where it had been blo\^ang very hard 
the whole night, proving that generally there may be fine weather 
elsewhere though it blows great guns here. 

17. — Calm in the morning — ^blo^^'ing very hard at noon — rain 
from South-West — in the evening quiet. 



IS, — Kiiiny weather. Riebeeck aiiJ the rarpeuter proceed to tho 
liack of Table Mountain to examine whether there be any other 
rforei'ts there than those already meiitionetl. As the timber fn-im 
home has been much spoilt and is too light for dwellings, in conse- 
•^ueni^ of the heavy winds from the moiintains, we dare not leave 
ouv hoavieat houses \vithout suptiorts, We found about 1^ miles 
away from the fort, in the kloofs of the mountain, fine, thick and 
fairly long trees somewhat like the beeth or aah, heavy and difG- 
eult to be transported, but to be had wljen wanted ; carried two 
fine pieces home, about 2 feet in uircunifer<.'nee, to be made into 
pins on which to erect the sentry boxes, A :i of an hour furtlier 
on, biit higher up the mountain, we foiind hundreds of such trees 
"fit for masts for ships, but difficult to remove. In the first named 
forests we found ou some trees the dates 1604, 1620 and 1622, but 
did not know who carved them. Astouiphod that so many East 
India voyagers have maintained that tliei-e is no wood to be 
ioimd here, as besides the large forests, a number r>f smaller 

«tehos near the watering place or t)ie f'li-t, are found of crooked 
16;^, tit for firewood and aoaU, anil a» good as at home ; they are 
■to be had at about J of a Dutoli mile away on the side of the 
mountain. Found also fine soil and well .situated, intersected by 
countless rivideta, the biggest about half a'- broad as the Ambtel, 
-and running into the Salt Itiver, which, if as deep as the former, 
■would enable a flat-bottomed boat at spring tides to go high up. 
There is too much sand and stone, however, in tlie bed, alfliough 
bounded by fine arable land every wlier». But there is no labour. 
Cliiiiamen might cultivate it and so eiim a living. Harts, lilnds,!'' 
rheebuokfi, elands, hares and other game are seen every day in 
numbtre, but are so timid that they can neither be approache<l by 
dogs nor be brought mthin range. Likewise geese, duc^, 

ftrtridges, snipes and other large and small birds — all very wild. 
sperienoed persons might, however, be iible to oat*;h tliera. 

19, 20 & 21. — Bather cold and blcjik. Two persona punisheil 
for fighting. 

22 (Sunday). — Amsterdam Fair (kermis). Bleak N.W. wind. 

2-1, — The same weathcT. The ewlet Bartholomeus Claesz: died 
of dropsy — some still sick of fever imd dysentery. 

24 — Wind and weather as above. The yaiht to proceed to St. 
Helona and Saldanha Bays, and the islands about them, to examine 
the coast and see whether there is anything to be done in the way 
of trade — see Resolution of Council of this date. Sent men to cut 
lathes to cover the barracks. 

25. — Four men absconded during the night ; Jan. Blanx of 
Malines, boatswain of the yacht; Willem Huytjensof Maeatricht, 
Bailor ; Gert Uircksx : van Eltsen of Maestricht and Jan Jansz ; 
of Leyden, soldiers stationed on shore — do nut know where tliey 
are, or what their plana may be. A Counoil held — discovered that 
Fieter Jansz : Brackeuier, boatman, hud ^oid, " the anchor is g"ne. 
■the cable shall follow shortly ; " are they gone others will follow. 
Vol. V. D 



itts-z. Hud also said in the tents, " I wish I was with them," — deuied ti 
~ when examined, but imprisoned io the nieuitiine. Published 
'' ^' procluDktiou wunioff against desOTtion, and stating the puuia 
ment — informers to receive 60 ffuldeot— -should they likewise 
guilty they are to be ]>t(i'doned — but if not guilty they ai-e 
reoMve a double reward anil be promoted to the Sist vaouuc 
as may be seen in the plaocaat book. 

26. — Stormy weather. Little progress in the works. Hi 
grumbling at the oontinuetl henry labuui* and the food — stockfi 
used up. Fresh fish Boar<«, and only twice a day, barley lu i 
morning and peas in the evening can he provided ; and neoessari 
so, as no ships have arrived ; tliat we may save our provisions, 
there is not enough to last us iintQ tlie arrival of the fleet fro 
India. Only two months' supply of peas and barley — bret 
reduced tu 3 lbs. per we^. Intoi-med the men of this and riuiet 
them for a time— also reminded them of their articles bindii 
them to Buhmit to the deoisione of their superiors and do their wo: 
as required. Offered the informer 2 cans (if wiae to discover ti 
ringleader. Hope for speedy relief by the India fleet or by eatt 
from the natives, the garden prodiue being too young — not alwa; 
successful with the seine. Caught yesterday some breams ai 
harders — food for two days— caught nothing to-day ; will have 
add wages to the ordinary pay if food is diminished in quantit 
Afraid that more will run away, have doubled the guards ai 
made strict enquiries to prevent oouspinicies. The mdet Ken 
Hansen Vogelaar of Lubeok, is charged with being the ringlead 
— we took careful evidence. 

27. — Kainy weather. 

28. — Dry — strong South-Kastar. Continued our inquiri 
respecting the deserters and the mutiny. Said Brac^ni^ ooi 
fessed that be had jokingly said that he wished that he had bei 
with the deserters, out denied that be had said more, Harmt 
Vogelaer acknowledged to have said, "if meat an'I pork a 
continually economized for fish I wish that there were no longi 
any flsh in the river," &o., and he was condemned to receive ft 
cuts. The case of de Brackenier is to stand over, and both in tl 
meanwiiile are to remain imprisoned. 

29 (Stmday). — Fine day. Our assistants and S others asoendt 
Table Mountain with the Ottento who speaks a little English — sa 
the fire lit by them — ascent difficult — top of mountain Sa,t, i 
broad and 3 times as long as the Dam of Amsterdam, with son 
pools of fresh water. 

30. — Fine weather. Men totd Commander that they would G 
out fishing if their meat and pork were not withheld for fia 
Were told that they would be sent to fish if there were time an 
the Commander thought fit, and that their food would be distribute 
as times and oiroumstances allowed. Caught 1,400 harders belo 
the fort and 1,000 in the river. Ordered that to-morrow aftemoc 
und evening, instead of meat and pork, each man shall have i 



each meal '6 borders about a. fool long, t<> save our Duleb food and 
to show that we will not eubmit to oriittiM from the herd, Pieler ^ 
de Brackenier denies the L'liarge, aud tho ci\ti4- is agnin poetponed. 

N.H.— The wenther carefullj noted ciioh day. 

October 1. — Fiae weather, but vaiiable — wliei* thi' yaobt Ul-s 
the wind is X.W. ; a guuBhot further th<>re is a strong South- 
BnBter — on k-nd it is quiet — cunnot thej-efore judge of the \viud 
outride from what it is on ^ore. Sow pejis — thosesown ii fortnight ' 
ago springing up, and tlie first sown getiiug ripe — drumhead salad • 
beanriful. Ilesotve to examine the Imy behind the Table MuuntaiD, 
discovered by the assistants where tine loret^ts aliouud — suppose that 
the Portuguese Mozumbiqiie traders must liuve a harbour somewltetr 
behind the mountain for i-efreshments — expedition consists of 
BSsiBtants Van dM Helm and Verbiirg, nnd some armed men aud 
the Hottentoo Herry as guide, 

2. — Expedition rfturns and reports on the bay — almost lond- 
lo(.'k<'d, well sheltered and lying t<< the lioiitli of Table Mountain — 
hoil been visited, as Henry saye, by :i hu-ge English vessel, wliiuh 
hail brought him thence to Table Buy and fi-ora which he received 
two bags of rice. Fouud fine wod tii>'te about 5,000 yards from 
the beaub, and a river of fresh water on which the wood may 
perhaps he floated dnwn to the .-t^n. I'ii4ev Brofkenier refu^s to 
oonfeH^, and as the witneE-see static that they heard tlie words but 
did not see him when uttering them, ln' was disobarged, but like- 
wise ooademued to fall three Ume> from tlu- yaixl arm, to receive 
100 lushes, and, to prevent him frmii causing more dissatisfaf^tioa 
among the people, to serve on bnurd tlie yacht^ — sentflnoed thus 
because be had said that he wisbfd hi' wa« with the deserters. The 
oil Uiilers are to be placed at 8nlt l£iver {t" be free from tbi.' 
■teni'h here) and are to be proteited with a small redoubt for 
workmen, which will likewise serve for the better security of the 
Buy, the protection of the boats, and us a good place for observing 
. ■whales and ships — so that all api)roiiches can be oommanded by 
onr guns. 

3. — Brackenier undergoes his iiunisluiient. Tiie men sent to 
Salt Hiver to cut reeds i-etuni iu trepidation to the fort stating 
that they bad seen many natives — that twi i liad been left behind with 
the sloop who could not swim — !iolJi.-i> w-nt I" rescue them — 
distovered that there were only 7 -t S native women digging for 
food, who had reoogniged tlie |>uj-ty and in their joy liad 
daueingly approached and asket] for tobacco. Keturn of the 
deserters, who all declare that they hoped ti.i readi the Fatherlnnd 
overland, but in oousequenoe of the high mountains could not jn-o- 
ceeil f uither than 24 miles eastward, tlierefore resolved to return and 
beg for pardon. Jan Blaux declares tlmt he nnd Jan van Leyen 
bad formed the plan, and that the othiTs bad joined th^n. tlmt 

tsome time ago he bad dreamt in the yi\r\it of a mountain of g'lld 
and sudi like frivolona things. All f.mr put in irons apart from 
each other. 
D 2 
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1652. 4. — Fugitives voluutarily state that they intended to prooeed to 

r: Mozambique and thence home, that Jan van Leyen had advised 
them, likewise Jan Blanx, who understood navigation, and that 
after proceeding 24 miles across the mountains and forced bv 
hunger they had decided to return. Found a journal written with 
red chalk kept by Jan Blanx as follows ; — " in the name of the 
Ijord Jesus Christ. 24th (September). — Left the Cape for 
Mozambique — the four of us— with 4 biscuits and fish — likewise 4 
swords, 2 pistols and the dog. 25th. — Marched 7 miles — saw 2 
rhinoceroses, which threatened to attack us. Jan Verdonck had 
to leave his hat and sword behind. A porcupine wounded the dog. 
Slept at a rivulet — saw two ostriches — had to avoid two rhinoceroses 
and took to the beach and slept on the downs. 26th. — Followed 
the beach towards Cape Agulhas — advanced about 7 milea — fed on 
4 young birds foimd m a nest and three eggs — at night slept on 
ihe beach, where we obtained some* cupconten' (P klipkoxis) 
27th. — Proceeded along shore 7 miles — arrived at a very high 
mountain, where we rested. 28th. — Provided ourselves with 
clipconten, which we roasted and strung together, and with cala- 
bashes for water. 29th. — Commenced to ascend the mountain, 
thinking to cross in that direction, but not succeeding, Jan Verdonck 
began to repent, and likewise Willem Huy tjens. 30th. — Proceeded 
until the following afternoon, when Gerritt also grew tired. Alone 
[ could not proceed, so we decided to return, trusting to mercy in 
God's name. In the evening it commenced to blow hard from S. 
East, tearing the tents in rags, also on the 

5th even harder. Had to secure the dwellings with stays — the 
crops all blown down. 

6 (Sunday). — Fine weather. Caught at night about 2,000 
harders and 200 flat fish. 

7. — Deserters again examined. Jan van Leyen states that Jan 
Blanx had said that he had received nothing but trouble from the 
Uon. Company, and would injure it as much as possible; that Mr. 
Adriaen and Mr. Cornells had drunk success to Jan Blanx and 
Jan van Leyen, spending 7 or 8 glasses of wine. Mr. Cornelis had 
also given Blanx some arsenic to poison the natives who might 
catch them, also an old razor, and had also wished to desert but 
had been dissuaded by Blanx, as he received good pay and was not 
obliged to labour. This Huy tj ens corroborated, who, however, had 
not been aware that Cornelis had wished to join the party. Gert 
Dirksz : declares that Cornelis had wished to go but had been dis- 
suaded by Blanx. The latter confirms these statements but denies 
that he had drunk with Cornelis or Adriaen, or that he had 
declared that he would injure the Company. Both Adriaen and 
Cornelis deny this in toto. 

8. — Went to the Salt-pan for salt — ^nothing found — too cold yet 
for the formation of the crust— in summer there will be suflBeient 
to provide a number of ships. The salt could be removed by boats 
at times, but generally wagons would be required to carry it from 



llie piiu to the Salt Itiver, it beiiig 
whibt the sand on t!ie Kpachis hard. 



Iioiirs walk from that spot. I65i. 



!>. — 10 or 12 men laid up with dys-'ufory dui-ing the loet 3 or 4 
days. Deserters again separately examined^all adhere to their 
statements, likewise the Meesters — resolve'l in God's name to 
pronoTiDoe sentence to-morrnw in thit Council, llerry brines two 
Saldanhara in the evening, whom we treated with wine and tobacco, 
ami who promised to return soon with much cattle if we only have 
L'l-jpper (called by them brass) in sufficient quantity. They were 
better built men than the beach rangiTs, hut oi' the same dreas and 
language, with rings of ivory on their urms and with little honis- 
plailed in their hair even as canris dt- maldiba, i\\m copper armlets 
and plates around the neok, having nothing with them but some 
ostrich eggs and leeks or young onions an<l garlic, which we found 
growing wild here, and whose seedfi «e iiu-an tu gather for 
planting. 

10. — Herry arrives with 12 or 14 Saldanhars. who receive some 
wine and tobacco and promise to retiim shortly and inform their 
people of our presence, likewise that they will bring much cattle, 
ivoiy, musk or civet to be exchangeil for tobacco and copper. They 
were most kindly treated. We are doing oui- best in the mean- 
while at the fortifications, but labour is much retarded by sickness ;. 
we trust that when cattle ia obtaini-d everything will improvi . 
Amen. Jan van Leyen, condemned by the Council, having been 
reprieved from death, is to be bound to (i post and have a bullet 
fired over his head. Jan Blanx is to be keelhauled and receive 15(» 
lashes; both are to work as slaves twn years in irons. Hu^tjeny 
and Dirksz:van Eltsen likewise, and Adriaen and Cornells dis- 
iiharged for want of evidence. 

11. — Execution of the sentence. 

12. — About 20 Saldanhars tell us that they ai-e §oing to telf 
their mates about ue, and to retiyn together witli their cattle and 
iviity. begging at the same time for tobacco, which we gave them 
mth some wme, urging them to return soon — pnunigos male — 
hope for success at last. Could give thi-m no oread, as we are 
going ou short allowance and expect mi supplier, for anothei' i 
moiitlLr- to come. Gave them some tobucoo. More bread, r;ce, and 
nrrack should be at hand, as they draw the natives towards us, who 
cnntiuuiilly say that the Engliali gave theiii whole bags of bread,. 
much tobacco, and whole cans filled wiih iirrsok and wine — we 
ought, therefore, to be better provided to outdo the Euglish if we 
wish to draw the natives towards us, oth'.Twise not an animal will 
be had, which may, if natives are humoured, coat so little that we 
could afford to add to the price some bi-ead, lohaooo, wine or arrack. 

l^i. — Farewell dinner to the officers of the yacht. Everything 
the table reared at (he Cape — fnwls, peas, spinach, chervil, i 

Earagus (a finger's thickness) and cabbage lettut'C as hard as 
hages and weighiiie each 1 \ lbs. Greens all gi'owiug nicely — 
turnips destroyed by tne hair roots— grow well on the aandy soil,. 



some as big as small tennis lialls; expect good suooess with the 
gardens ; barley and wheat very fine. 

14.— Cold. 

15. — Not muoli progress with the works. Weather ton uu- 
favoumble to take soundings iu the Bay for the benefit of the 
ships arriving — Skippers neglectMl this duty wlien the weather 
was fair — and though we did not intend to do bo before this work 
liad lieen done, we have decideil — having little hopes that the May 
ships will oall, to commnnioate the results to Batavia — to send the 
yacht to the bay behind Table Mountain discovered by Helm and 
Verbui^h, and considered by the mate o( the yacht a better one 
than this and well supplied with good timber. The vaoht is 
ronseqnently despatched to make an attempt to trade in the bays 
■ if St. Helena and Saldanha, according to its iiistruciions as thev 
appear iu our copy-book of the 14th. 

16. — Bad weather. Yaobt delayed and in great danger from 
the N.W. wind — more reason why the bay mentioned should bi' 
examined to see whether tlie vessel would be safer there in stormy 
weather, the distance being only 6 or 7 hours, whilst the men, 
instead of idling away their time on board, might be usefully 
employed in procuring timber. 

17. — Yacht left in the afternoon. 

18. — Yacht still to leewarrl of the island. 

U'. — Yacht left Robbeu Island, hat had to anchor again. Went 
along Table Mountain li miles from this to see how the mustard 
grew — found it blossoming abundantly — intend to sow it about the 
fort for the refreshment of the crews — also the aorrel and leek or 
small onion, of as good taste and quality as those in Hi'lland. 
Onrae home at night and had prayers— the gate not yet in perfect 
OP ler— Said an hare amve and ask for an interview with the Com- 
mander — twelve of them — they brought 3 cows and 4 sheep, also 
showed some young ostriches and three tnsks, which on the 
Tiiorrow they wished to esuhange tor copper and tobacco, asking in 
the meanwhile for some tobaeco, and stat'ng that within 4 or o 
days all the SaManhar?, with wives and children and thousands of 
cittle, ivory, and musk, would arrive. Gave them, by way of 
encouragement, a glass cf wine, when they left to sleep. 

20. (Sunday). — ?^aldnnhars before the fort with three cows and 4 
sheep, 2 old and 2 young, wliii-h we bartered from them — the 3 
cowij for 9 plates of copper, each of 1 lb. weight, and 1 lb. tobacco 
. — the animals costing 31 stivers and 12penningen— thelioldsheep 
for 2 do. copper plates and i lb. tobacco — each sheep coating 1(1 
stivers and 5J penningen — for the two fine delicate lambs we p;iid 
i lb. copper wire and ^ lb. ti>bai'CO. together 11 stivers and 4 
penningen. Believe that we will in course of time get the animals 
L'heaper, likewise tusks, having bongbt 3 for about J lb. tobaoco, 
equal fo 2 stivers and 13 penningen— likewise 2 yoiuig oatriihes 
for i lb tobacco, to tr\" whether they can be reared. Iteturn of 
the yaeht, reporting that it eouM not pass the point, and had nenrly 



J 



i 



strandei,! on Eobben lalntid — ^irden-il ta profieo"! to St, Helena and lasa, 
Saldanha Bays. — 

21. — Departure of the yacht aud the Saldanhars, the latter with ''" ■"" 
about i lb. tobacoo, — jjromsf.-d t^> return in 3 or if days' time 
with more cattle and tusks— urgeil them to do ao by the kindest 
possible treatment. Another Saldanhar npi>earB, stating that many 
■were appro;w)hiiig witli wives, children, and much cattle — got some 
<ohaoi-o for the new.s. Herry in th'' meanwhile, priding himst'lf on 
baring originated the incipient trade, proceeds to the Saldanhiirs, 
no good expected from it, as he proposes to have as brokerage a 
copper plate of 1 lb. for every animal bartered — will humour him 
to find him out. Hope he will do his beat — can hardly believe 
"that the Saldanhara will listen to him, as they have been so kindly 
treated, ami will prefer to deal without !iim. Not knowing any- 
thing for certain, prudence is necesBary^guards doubled — all who 
can handle a spade set to work to ma£e the walls higher, and 
bring for a fortnight longer 20 additional loads of earth for the 
purpose, abiive the 130 reqidred daily. Men paid in tobaouo — 
barle'red cattle slaughtered and everyone f;iven a glass of wine — 
work pleasantly hegim^ — two oarpeiitei-a busy with repairing the 
■wheelbarrows — commenced the kraal by digging a trench round it 
to contain the uattle at night, and sent tVir some manure found 1^ 
jnilea away for tlie gardens, mostly for the turnips. 
'i.!. — Heavy raine. 

^-J — Heri'y and some of the Otteuto-js living here return fiom 
/inland and present us with two eland liead^ with fine horns — killed 
'hy the Saldazihars. who had eaten the meal. 
ii. — Sowed some Tm-kish Ijeans. 
2o. — Caught 500 harders. 

id, — Hit a sea cow with n cannon ball on the beach, from the 
point Beijger; it had time to eBi<ape. 

■jr.— Had tumif>6 and lamb for the tir>t lime for dinner; had 
lieetroot in the evening, whicJi teenifi to thrive well. 

2-S — I^Iauted pumpkin seed^. Some SaUIanhars arrive to say 
that they had some sbeep at the f^ah River for barter, and aaking 
some t'jbacoo for ttJ'' news. 

29. — Ciiught about l.iiOO fish, l'i-e]ianiig a kraal for the cattle 
we hopf to get, and stn^ngthening Ihe fortifications — groimd hard 
»B ?l'ine, and breaking the tools. Not easy to mend the wheel- 
barr'>ws for want of material. Bnrtei-ed for some copper wire and 
tobacoo a sheep aud 2 small tusks. 

30, — South-Easter — work imp-tssible. men would blow from the 
walls. Qardener sowing cucnmh'i' and pumpkin seeds in mantired 
.ground. 

ai. — Same went hei-—gr nut damage t.. the vegetable garden — 
fear high growing siirul>s will suffer severely from these heavy 
Soulb-Ea^tei-s. Saldanhars left, receiving some tobacoo, as luu^ 
b^gtjing for it, Hope that they will soon rr-appeor with muidi 
«attle, as our "^'utch footi i» becoming cxliausted. 
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N.B. — The iiBunl tan-inl nolntkm of tlie weather. 

November 1. — South-Easter. 

2. — The Game. Men placeil on aliort alloivance of I'refld^ 
oaloulute that we will hardly get along in this way for four months 
— gave each | fathom tobacco toi- estra work — sent the men for 
cow dung IJ mile distant. 

it. — South-Eftster — feareil the himse would go, though strnngly 
supported with beams. 

4. — Fine weather — much of the vegetables destroyed, aUn tli© 
new corps du gardf very seriously damaged. 

5.— Caught about 800 fish, about 2 days' food. 

6. — Same wind. 

7. — Same — pumpkins near the fort growing beautifully, 

8. — Kush of wind down TaMi- Mountain resembling sound of 
thunder. 

0. — Uuieter. 

10, (Sunday). — Gale ngnin inoieasing — works delayed. 

11. — Quieter. 24 in hospital complaining i>f pains tlircugb 
their joints, which feel as if broken — no wonder— as labour is hard,, 
food is old and BO scarce that no one gets what be absolulely 
requires — no fish when M*eather is Itad — tht- seine very old and 
bad — enough to do to repair it. If no supplies in cattle or from 
ships quickly come, the pcple will grow too weak to work, as peas, 
barley, meat and pork are running out — the fish caught have saved 
provisions, otlierwise -na would ha^'e nothing now. Pi-av earnestly 
for arrival of natives with cattle — see their fires acmss the bay. 

12, — Dirty misty weather. 

I'i. — Mists seem to prognostirate fiue weather. Herrj" dining- 
at our table to gain his <rood will — by signs and in broken l^ugU^ 
told us that 3 kinds -if people of the same customs and manners of 
life yearly arrived in Table Bay, viz., the beach-rangers, not 
numbering above 40 or 50, and called in their broken English 
Watermen, because living on mussels and roots — not always liaving 
cattle. The second were those of Saldanlia or Saldaiijamen, who 
nearly came hither with countless cows and sheep. Tlie third were 
iFishermen, who after the departure of tlieSaldanharsalBO came with 
cattle hut no sbeep, catching tish from the rocks witli lines — about 
-'lOO in number. Continual war between Fishermen on one side and 
Water and Saldanha men on the other, endeavouring to do as 
much mischief to each other as p^SMble, Herry suggests that tlie^ 
lasting friendsliip of 'Watermt'ii tiud Saldanbars would be secured 
by treacherously .seizing and killing the Fishermen. Did not 
eoinmiuiicate our intentions, stating tliat we would judge fur our- 
selves when that ]ieopIe airived — in the meanwhile drawing him 
out with the semblance nf being ininreBsed with his proposals. 
Fishermen stated to be hi<liug liefore the Saldanhars ; lighting no 
fires because afraid of being attai'ked; liWng beyond the mountains 
eastward of the Cape towards llic Baya de Sambras. Tlif Suldan- 
hers dwelling towards the wcfI and north in tlie direction of 
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fSaldanlm ami St. Helena Bays, vvbt-n* ihe vuolit i.- fm- trndiiig 
I purpf 'Ses. Tiie Watennen live in this Tabli:- Valley uiid behind 
Ithe Liou mid Tahle Moiiiituiui*. HciTy remains witli us with wife 
ftUid cliildreu to serve iis iiiterin-eter — his peiiple suhsisting hehiiid 
r eaid ru'iuntoins on miiBsels aud ifnt', tho lntter Itisteil like skirret 

uid resemhliiig the Japanese uini but not tnsting at all Uke it; 

otherwise we would oolleut a quantity for Bntavia, where the uiti is 

in great demand and fett'hes good i^iifee. 

14. — Return of the yacht with 2,700 seid skins found on an 

inland in Saldanha Bay, finely parked on ein*h other — apparently 

left behind by a small French vessel that had met the fleet of Ml. 

Van der Lyn at 8t, Helena, when Skipper Symmi Turver was 

S resent, and had boasted that its c-aigo was wnili a ton of gold, 
kins beautifully prepared, and if the heavy winds had not scattered 
and the rains not damaged them d'>uble the iiumhi-r would have 
bei-'n lirotight; enough seals left, however, on Ilb;i Elizabeth or 
Da8.«en Island, but serviceable men requiifd to kill them, hence 
return of yaeht for clubs easily obtained in the woods and to be 
etrengthened with ii-on nngs at the ends. Knives to be made "E 
hoops or staves, as we best can, until better ones are obtained, that 
we may be prepared for the return fleet for tmnbiniafion of skins 
to the Fatherland, where they will fetch goiKl pnoes. Apparently 
H much profit to be derived, from seal hunting — skins valued ut a 
^m lixdolhir or 3 gulden a piece — oil also valuable. Officers expect 
^H tiiat a trade with the natives will gradually be established there ; 
^H at present had only bartered 2 sheeii and 3 harts, also a few ostricJi 
^^■'leathers, from the natives, who in hiokeii French and English 
^^■stateil that they woidd advise their people of i!ie presence of the 
^Vabiii, Bume of whom had gone to tlie Oajie. having heard of the 
settlement at which copjier could Ije obtained Jibundantly, Plata 
c-opper preferred by ihem, 

Sahlanha Bay is situated N,N.W. 16 inilea from this, stretching 
ttT)Out -J miles inland; finely sbeltern I ; has no good fivsh water; 
land dry and poor and not to Ins compured witli tlie Cape in any 
sense ; do not know how it may be furtiier inland, St. Heleiiu 
Bay very dangerous, rocky, and haitlly a baj' ; more like a creek ; 
landing almost imiiossible in conseqnence of the surf, even in flue 
weatht^r, hence will i'"nfiiie oursehes to Saldtuilm and the seal 
hunting there. 

'ottriiti/ uf ihe Vo'i'ige nf the Tur/if, kff/f hij Syiuott Pietei.z : 
Txmr. 
October 21. — Left this morning — anchon'd at night under Ilha 
lizabeth, named so by Joris Spilbergen in 1601, and also called 
Daesen Island, Saw many rock rabbits— killed almut 20 — also 
eeaU and black birds and penguins. Were prevented fi^jm gather- 
ing ^gg* by the mews, w'hieh swalhtsM-d them as Fa.st as llie birds 
flew uom the nests. Island situated about 8 miles from Table 
Bay and very low and dirty on the western side — reef- lying out 
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iG6i. ^^ iii^<^ tlie sea. In clear weather can easily see the point of the 
Cape and Table Bay. 

22. — Wind N.N.W. Stiff topsail breeze — sea hollow. Boat sent 
on shore in the morning for some eggs. Bietumed at noon half 
full. It brought about 12,000. The men greatly delighted. We 
ate of the rabbits, and never tasted nicer meat before. They are 
as big as sucking pigs of six weeks old, have ruddy hair and short 
legs. We also nad the leg of a lamb which we had bartered at 
the Cape, but it was not lialf as nice as the meat of the rock 
rabbits. At night the ^vind turned towards the W.8.W. 

23. — ^Arrived about 2 in the afternoon at Saldanha Bay, situated 
16 miles northwaixls of Table Bay — finely sheltered — white sandy 
beach on 1 lie north side — rooky and hilly on the south — at the 
entitmce a submerge^l rock towards the west of the Island — on both 
sides safe sailing. Having passed the Island the distance of a 
cannon shot, you luff eastward, and may then sail as far as you 
like. It seems as if a a river is running from the Bay eastwardly 
4 or 5 miles, which gives it the appearance of a lake a mile broad 
and 2 miles Ions;. Three islands in the bay are with difficulty seen 
when enterin'", out when once in, the two lie eastward before the 
mouth of the seeming river — the other is situated on the western 
side near the shore. 

24. — Caught some fish and took some 1)laokbirdB from the nests — 
nice eating. Saw ranoke but no people. 

'2 J. — Fired two guns to inform the natives of our presence. 
Caught about 400 harders. Land dry, covered with sharp rushes 
and sandy, as if no people could live there. 

2G. — Saw 20 natives. Went on shore with copper and tobacco 
— natives only had ostrich eggshells and tortoises — took two of 
thera on board, leaving two hostages — the two brought on shore 
again — promise to return to-morrow. 

27. — Natives return — expected to get gold, amber or tusks, but 
found nothing but eggshells and tortoises — caught 300 harders. 

28. — Sailed up the bay well armed — ^saw only one black. 

20. — Return of the boat, which had been four miles up the bay 
right to the end without seeing anybody ; had seen places where 
cattle had stood, and found fresh water on the South side 
of the bay, not verj'^ good, merely a hole to which the game resort 
— eiistward of the bay large sandflats — many breams and liarders 
— natives calling out for us to come on shore — did so. Again 
found nothing but eggshells and tortoises with them — observed 
three firefl to the Soi^th — found three men there, gave them some 
tobacco and two pipes — advised us to sail higher up, which we 
considered not advisable — told them to bring cattle and other 
things — promised to do so to-morrow. 

30. — Heavy storm from the South. 

31. — Again asked by the natives to land — ^fovnd the Sixme 
arti< les with them — had shot a young rheebuol^ with their an'ows, 
which we bartered for copper wire and some tobaooo. 
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Nov. 1. — Natives had set ti-aps for game — we orossed to the rr>.>2 
other side of the bay, where we had seen the three men — found 
nobody. Ascended a higli mountain — country all around harren " ^'v^'^no^'*' 
— saw Table Mountain and Bay. 

2. — Blacks invited us on shore — sent a party which barternl 
inmi thcnn two young rheebucks for wire — saw smoke on the 
South ride — ^believe that they were the same three men seen by us 
on the 29th. 

'3. — ^Boat sent across — heavy sea — found eight or nine men, 
liaving two sheep, some egg shells and feathers, which we bought 
for some tobacco. Left the sheep, their price being too high — 
retamed on board. 

4. — Bought the two sheep for two pieces of flat copper and a 
little tobacco— decided to leave the sheep on one of the islands to 
breed — found on the island a large quantity of seal skins well 
prepared and stacked — some destroyed oy wind and rain but others 
quite good — decided to ship them for the Cape. In 1651 when at 
^t. Helena with General Cornelis van der Lyn a French ship 
^urrived there, which had been at Dassen Island and Saldanha Bav. 
having a cargo of seal skins on board. Believe that this vessel 
had left the skins behind — ^also found some tools, casks and a 
•gi'dve with a cross and some bottles — all apparently French. 

5 & 6. — Found the skins to be 2,700 in number — about 6 or 
700 spoilt. 

7. — Examined the coast in all directions for fuel and water — 
found nothing — saw no people since the 4th. Caught 4 or 500 
harders and returned on board. 

8. — Could not, in consequence of the rough sea, land on the 
island at the entrance on which we had seen many seals, and 
steered for St. Helena Bay, where we anived at simset a gunshot 
from the shore. Dangerous rooks between Saldanha and this- 
saw various fires about two miles off. South of St. Helena point 
a reef runs into the sea about a mile long, so that in dark weather 
the land should be avoided. 

9. — ^Taoking in the bay and sounding — found mostly bad bottom 
at 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 fathoms— anchored at night where we 
wished to be. Bay very open and exposed to the sea — hope to 
Tetum as quickly as ]>ossible to Saldanha ^o commence seal 
matching — saw a whale. 

10. — Rooky coast — boat unable to land on the South side — 
tried the other direction — not much better — boat caught about 100 
strange fish — not nice. 

11. — Council held — decided to leave in consequence of our 
•dangerous position and want of cable. Left in the afternoon, 
liaving seen no people — anchored in the evening under the 
northern point. 

12. — Mi^ty weather — weighed anchor — at noon found ourselves 
before Saldanha Bay. Saw multitudes of seals, in shoals like 
porpoises — saw two whales — anchored at the little island, on which 
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we found an incredible number of seals and penguins — had many 
young ones — made a noise as if they were sheep and lambs — could 
kill as many as we wished — killed 15 or 16 and returned on board 
— hope the enterprise will be successful. 

13. — Decided to return to the Cape and report. At noon 
arrived at Ilha Elizabeth, where we caught 27 rock rabbits and 
searched for eggs. Examined the island, found three or four tents 
of the French, also four or five tons of ashes used no doubt to 
sprinkle over the skins — also a wooden thing like that used by the 
curriers 

14. — Arrived at the Cape about the evening — landed and 
reported myself, bringing some rook rabbits, dead and alive^. 
which were verj' welcome. 

Extmct of Journal kept by bookkeeper Frederick Verbxiryh 

(hiring his voyage to Saldanha Bay. 

October 21. — ^Pi-evented by adverse winds from visiting the 
little Salt Bay behind Table Mountain, we left and arrived at 
Dassen Island at sunset ; heard a noise as of sheep, calves, &c., on 
the Island ; found multitudes of seals walking about and sleeping ;. 
a pleasant sight — rock rabbits also abundant — killed about 20 — 
and i-etumed on board — ^to-morrow will gather eggs. 

22. — Windy weather. Landed and gathered eggs as man}- as 
the boat could hold — too late and tired after that to kill r-ek 
rabbits — took a stroll over the island — discovered hufs mad^ of 
whale ribs and covered with seal skins — ^now useless —and made 
no doubt by the French ; also broken tin cans, oui)S and three or 
four casks of ashes, used by that nation to clean linen in large 
tubs — the use here I could not guess ; walked along the beach — 
rather stony, here and there small sandy creeks full of seals ; on 
one spot observed 10 or 12 together, remarkably large and old^ 
almost white and as heavy as a cow. No doubt that so many w ill 
be obtained as to defray the Company's costs — strong men to ba 
employed. 

23. — Arrived at 3 p.m at Saldanha Bay, seven miles distant 
from the Island. Having passed a small island about a gunshot 
from the entrance and Full of seals, we decided to examine the 
whole and make a good chart. Tried the rock rabbits — delicate 
flavour — no hare or rabbit to be compared to it. Went towaids 
the shore to fish — surf frightful, impossible to return to the ship — 
wind too strong — tried to anchor^ — ^no use— nieoided to land — 
succeeded — passed the night wet and uncomfortable. Next day 
ascended a mountain to see whether there were any people or fii e& 
— saw nothing — ^returned on board. 

24. — Cold and wet on our anival, the skipper gave us some 
brandy, which was necessary — men sent to nsh, caught some 
sweetly tasting fish — touched at one of the islets mentioned, where 
we caught about 60 cormorants, which were welcome. 
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25. — Stroug South wiud. Fired two shots to give notice of our 
•esence to the nativeB, whom we suppose btve gone to the Cape 
— the country here being too dry for nuj- cattle. Verburgh and 
the Skipper land on the islet visited yesterday by the mate, which 
was very stony and covered with asparagus of n bitter kind and 
iither reuds and thorns, on whirh herons and other birds had made 
their nests — took with us five or six cormorants — saw also some 
snakes and an ordinary tortoise, which we carried to ihe boat — 
oaught about 500 hardera and two small soles — filled some holes in 
the rooks with salt water to have some salt for salting fish for the 
voyage. 

36, — Went on shore well armed to meet some natives, who are 
little to be trusted, took some copper and tobacco to trade with 
them — believed them to be beach-rangers, having neither oatlle nor 
tusks — told us to look for cattle higher up among the Saldnnhars, 
which we intend doing — brought two of them on board, who, 
having eaten and drunk and tobaccoed well, desired to he caiTied 
to the island at the moutli of tlie bay to kill seals to fill their 
empty stomachs with, being all very lean. Promised when on 
shore again to shoot some game fur us. 

27 (Sunday). — After service the heaoh-raugers again approached 
— had nothing to sell save egg shells and tortoises — uaught some 
fish (name unknown) and 200 harders, and then proceeded on 
board again. 

^S, — -verhurgli proposes to examine the bay und discover 
whether there were any Saldauhars in the mountains, and if found 
.to trade with them. The Skipper fears the danger, and refers to 
"Tiebeeok's orders not to lead tlie men into danger, hut is finally 
_Brsuaded to give pnrmission — boat prepared, and ai'meJ with two 
swivel guns, muskets, sabres, &o., to he well guarded against 
attack or surjjrise — went up, seven of us, as high as we could — 
navigation difEoult in consequence of the saudbauks — passed the 
night under the moimtaina. 

29. — Returned towanls the ship, having seen nothing. Coasted 
along shore to look for water, finding some about balf-a-mile from 
the yacht, where a large number of cattle and sheeji hud been, as 
shown by the fresh dung — believed the people could uut he far off. 
Terhurgh and a soldier proceeil iidand, finding a sort of a kraal 
with older dung in it, showing that the people !iad left in conse- 
quence of the want of pasture, most likely for the Cape — another 
gun fired, which brought down three sleek fellows who were more 
easily understood than the heach-rangers — treated them with 
tobacco, showed them our i-opper— told us they would fetch sheep, 
&i:, but that the yacht was to come higher up near the water — 
left iLB. 

■30. — Prevented by South wind from moWng. 

31. — Coidd not go as high as we wished — managed to get on 
shore — Hottentots had killed a young rheehuck, which the Skipper 
bought for a span of copper wire, called by them saraqua — nolhmg 
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1652, more to be had, gatliered some salt from the rocks and went on- 
boaid. 

Nov. 1. — Arrived at the spot where Verburgh had been — t-ould" 
find nobody — ascended a hi|;h m(»untain, steep and full of under- 
wood, difficult to ascend — ^&om the summit Table Mountain 
And Dassen Island could be seen — returned on board, having 
met no natives, with about 60 harders and other fish. 

2. — Beaoh-rangers calling to us a^ain— had a young rheebuek 
and a 'small steenbuek to exchange — ^bought them for two spans of 
copper wire — paid two inches of tobacco for a sen cow tooth — saw 
fires on the other side, supposed to lie of the Saldanhars — caught 
no fish. 

3. — Feared the Saldanhars would leave if we delayed any 
longer — went on shore — saw some Saldanhars towards the South 
— rowed to them —had two sheep, some feathers, tortoise and 
ostrich egff shells — ^bartered the feathers — sheep too dear — asked 
them whettier they had any boebas or oxen — ^maile us understand 
that the cattle and sheep had been driven towaixls the Cape until 
the coimtry here was fine again — if we could winter here with the 
yacht we would do better than now in the interests of the Company, 

4. — Went on shore with the Skipper and bought the two sheep 
for two small plates, also two sea cow teeth ana five or six white 
points (ostrich feather tips) — passed and touched at the most 
southerly island, on which we placed the sheep, as there was some 
^8ss — found a number of seal skins packed on heaps left by the 
French — the uppermost spoilt — will take them on board. French- 
man vnW swear when he sees the signs of the Company having 
taken possession and that his skins are stoue — will also have to keep 
away and no doubt revenge himseli on some innocent mortal. 
Caught 103 steenbraassems, some weighing from 10 to 18 lbs., 
also 1,000 harders on the sandbanks, and about 50 sharks, which 
appear to be numerous. Told the Skipper that Biebeeck liked to 
have shark skins, as they are profiteibly sold in Japan — was 
answered that it was a different kind. 

5 & 6. — Took the seal skins on board — altogether 2,733 — among 
them some imperfect ones taken for the fur — all the skins beauti- 
fidly prepared and just opportune to send to patria. 

7. — Caught 500 harders and two steenbraassems — found no ser- 
viceable water or firewood. 

8. — Forced by ptate of the sea to proceed to St. Helena Bay, 
having seen no natives for five days. Coast rocky, one reef extending 
about 1^ mile into the the sea — navigation in tinith hazardous — 
our cables bad, will stand no strain wnen forced to anchor on a lee 
shore. 

9. — Arrived at night at St. Helena Bay — will have a drawing 
made of it, from whioh it will be seen that it is very dangerous 
hereabouts. 

10. (Sunday). — Bookkeeper and mate sent on shore to fish — 
shore rocky — ^f ound a spot very rocky, the best we could discover — 



diuglit a liuudred to iis unknown fiwli, five Hntfialiaml two lierriiig-. 
whicli Iiad an antiquated head, a shiir]! spf-ai' tm tlie back iind ft 
tail like that of a shark, some had siiiall legs which the_\- onulJ 
draw under llie etomaeh — very Bttungu— us may be seen from 
aoo< imjiao ying sketch. lietnraed on bomil. 

II. — Resolved in oonsequeiice of tliiti dangerous loftility t" 
retura Ui Saldanha Bay to do the work there fur which we had been 
st'iit. trusting that the Coniraaniler may favourably it;port oiir zeal 
for the benefit of the Company, which ni' have already displayed 
with Cape righteonsness (Catvpse gerechtigheyt), 

12. — Anivcl at 3 p.m. under tne island Iwfoi'e Saldanha B*y — 
found a gii>at number of seals on it — but were in wiiut of clubs t" 
kill them, having broken all our sticks in the attempt. Tlu-y were 
honibly large beasts, with much blubber. 

V6. — Arrived in the afternoon at Daseeii Island^killed alvive 
40 rfM.'U rabbits nnd took a quantity of I'Sgs on bourd. Of the 
seals I eay nothing, they are in great numbers and eusily obtais- 
iible, especially as insteail of ninning awn\" from ua, we had t<i t;ike 
Ui otu' lieels — altogether a hioaf desirable comliliou of iiffsiir^, 

tl4. — AiTived in Table Buy in the evening and reporti-d -iiir- 
Ffis and our cargo, likewise our adventuns. 
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—The yaoht brought five dead and fi\e living rabbits - t 
k good a flavour as the best capon at home — -no hare or rabbit 'i 
ie compared to it. — bartered three or foiir sea cow tusks timl a 
handful of ostrich feathers for a little tobaoco — gavf a h'ttle tobafm.- 
to S'lme Saldanhars for informing us of the approach of a lar;:" 
number nith their cattle — showed them some ■.•opper phitea. whicli 
surprised them, and made us hope to obtain so muoli cattle that 
we would fall short of oopjter and tobacco. 

15. — Landed 1,895 dried seal skins from the yacht^which wi- 
stored in the loft above the house, Foiu' other Saldauhare advise<l 
IIS of the approach of many nations with all their cattle for sale — 
received some tobacco for the news. 

16 — Landed 821 skins from the yacht — iil^o stowed on theioft — ^ 
gardeners busy sowing carrots, 

17. (Sunday). — ^8ix or seven Saldanbare leave, promising not to 
return without their people and their cattle — have &i often told m* 
that we are becoming doubtful— fresh meat urgently necessary for 
the sick. 

18. — Varying weather. 

19. — Sent orew of yacht to the pans for salt, who returned in tlu- 
evening each with a good load of flue white salt, saying that 
there was much more — also tliat they had met 40 or ¥\ Sal- 
dftnbars with about 1,000 cattle and sheep, who would he h^reto- 

Erowtotrade for copper — had treated our men verj' kindly and 
ked a pipe with them. 
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ie62. 20. — Van d<*r Helm and Verburgh sent with the men for salt, 

^ *"v«. who brought a very large quantity and reported that there was 
enough annually for many ships' cargoes — had also seen Saldanhars 
approaching with cow^s, some of whom had visited us with four 
cows, but the price was so high that we oould not trade — treated 
them kindly. Heav}* wind in the night — feared that house and 
everything would blow away. 

21. — Wind less. Sent men t a- manure, who returned with a 
Saldanha Captain and reporte<l that they had observed a large 
number of cows, slieen, &e., at the Fresh Biver and been kindiy 
tpwited by the &ddanhars in their huts — receiving cows' nulk in 
abundance. The Saldanha Cliief, who had been in the fort 
yesterday, sent us a fine sheep for the tobaoco and food he received 
yesterday — to day he and wife with Herry were treated in like 
manner — the wife recei^'ing beads and copper wire for the sheep — 
wish to make them by our good treatment well disposed towanls 
us. They brought their own food, and milk in large leathern bags, 
which they took by means of a small brush or swab made of a 
kind of hemp and curious to behold. 

22. — Arrival of some Saldanhars with three sheep — bartered two, 
each for as much thin copper wire as the sheep was long, and 
weighing about i lb., adding ^ lb., tobacco — ^the value of the lot 
for each sheep eight stivers — would not buy the third as they 
charged for it douole price because it was somewhat larger — should 
not be taught bad habits. Helm and Yerburgh, provided with 
tobacco and some pipes, and holding in their hands each a piece <»f 

• thick copper wire to do <luty for a walking cane, they visit the 

Saldanha Captain without showing any inclination to barter, but 
only to find out to what extent their desire for copper went. 
Found them 1^ mile fi-oiu this, and were most civilly welcomed — 
were taken about to look at his 15 houses, his cattle and sheep 
(about 15 or 1,600 in number), after that they were invited into 
his house, nicely made of mats and of fair dimensions, and treateil 
with milk — the two spending their tobacco freely. Had taken 
with them a cup from which to drink the milk, from which the 
Chief and his wives also desired to dfink, which they considered a 
great honour. Took a great fancy to the wire, for one of which, 
weighing ^ lb., they offered a fat calf, and for tliree pieces 
of the same kind a cow. The two pretended that they did not 
wish to barter, but told the Captain that the Dutch Commander 
had a great deal of copper and they might treat with liim. 
Promised to visit the fort with cattle — the Captain feared and 
honoured by his men — comported himself admirably — altogether 
there were about 250. The children drank from the udders of the 
sheep, being placed by the mothers between the legs of the animal 
— an interestmg sight. The huts were situated in aoirde in which 
the cattle were Kept — intended to remain on that spot until all tlie 
grass was consumed, when they would move to the fort to pastun* 
their flocks there as long as they e«'uld find enough to eat. Thf'y 
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oln'ived the two many firi^s Inland of |iBrjj)li- uppri.iaohing tiie fort 
witb their h*-rds, who would alwi 1"^ in'liiied to ti-ade. Kiiw at 
iii^'ht across the buy aud on the mouutaius many fires — Herry 
toli.t ue they were of tlie Saldauhare, who had bo much i;attle that 
we would 8<J0Ji run out oi copper — whii;li tiod grant-— Amen. 
Tii-day got Ihe Skipper at last so far tlmt he has mounded the hay, 
found that it was altogether without dangor, as will be seen from 
the drawing — and deolared that no 8hi]> on enterijig oould be lost 
except by carelesanesB or stupidity. 

2'i. — Some Saldanhars brought a sheep — bartered it for a copper 
plate and J lb. tobaoco — also a fine bull for the value of 3J guJdeii 
iu i-oppet and toboeoo from the Captain, who hail oome acxdirding- 
to promise — he waskiiidly treated and left in t lie evening. Yaoht^ 
i-rew report that ranch salt had been ftjnued. 

24, {Sunday),— Van der Helm, Verlmrgli and 16 armed meo 
Beut to the Saldanhars with pipes and tobao'o to treat them and so 
tfiax them to come to the fort to trade, as up to date only 11 or 12 
cattle and sheep had been obtained — neoessar^v ti- provide more 
for the siek, as the natives have abiuidanef of cn.ttle. Well 
i-eceived by the Captain and regaled on milk — the jars very dirty, 
the offer consequently politely declined — pri-sented them with 
IJipas and tobacco to i-etnrn theur courtesy and ooax them towards 
the fort. Gave ns to understand that thi'y had not that intentioit 
Ijut were going to thf large wood about 7 miles from this, 
fliscovered by tLp two bookkeepers — did cot show any deoire for 
C"]>per — disinclined to trade. Did not know what to make of it 
— afraid that Herry, fonnerly an enemy of the Saldanhars, but 
iiow y«cy intimate with them, is brewing mischief. whicJi, it 
iliscovered, will secure him quarters with wife, olnldrt'u and all the 
Watermen on liobben Island, to enable us (o tmde sucoessfnlly 
with the Saldanhars and win their favoui'. 

2o. — Crew of yacht proci.'ed to the woods to obtain clubs for seal 
k illin g — returned at night with the information that the 
Haldauhars were already moving towards the back of Table 
Moimtain. 

26. — Bartered an old and young sheep from some Saldanhar.'* 
for wire, and a lamb for some tobacco. Whilst trading we saw 
them communicating with Uerry, who seemed lo nrge them to ask 
more copper, thus greatly hiodering us, as we offered pretty 
much for the sheep, having before this bartered the animals for 
tobacco according to the length of such sheep — rpserviiig the copper 
f'lroattle. Mate of yacht and Corporal had been here before, and 
traded with the Saldanhars, with whom Kerry had never been seen, 
and who were consequently very manageable, Evident that 
Herry instead of good, is doing us harm, iind observing his bare- 
faced treachery, we communicated to them our displeasure, and told 
them that Herry was the cause of our not doing any businoss, and 
that they should behave differently if we were to continue our 
kinduesa to him, &c. Tried Herry by proposing that ho should 
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IG52. join our people going to the Haldanhors, belieriBg that he would 

— be afraid to do so. Did not refuse, as we believe that he Isnew 

-NoTember. ^j^^^ ^^^ ^^^ j^^ though a few days ago he did not dare to do 

so. Saw in the meanwhile eome fires on the side of the mountain, 
and went further inland — ^met no one. Herry did not dare to go 
with them, but returned and waited at the Salt Birer. Evident 
that to ourry favour with them he has been trying to uiige thetn to 
increase the prioe of their oattle— preventing trade, and no doubt 
doing more misohief. The yaoht to proceed to Saldanfaa Bay for 
more ddns, in order to have a supply for the return fleet. 

27. — Officers of yacht receive instructions to sail. Saldanhlov 
arrive with 27 sheep — ^traded 19 for wire and tobacco, each oosting 
about six or seven stivers. Barter went on omoothly until Herry 
came, showing that he is in our way and that some course mdst be 
pursued with him. 

28. — Arrival of Saioanhars. Instigated by Herry we could not 
trade with them — ^managed finally to secure nine sheep as cheaply 
as yesterday — made them understand that we keep the plates for 
cattle and the wire for sheep. 

29. — Weather prevents departure of ^acht. Visited by the 
Saldanha Captain, who promises to bnng cattle to-m(»tow — 
treated him well — ^bartered four sheep for ^ lb. wire and 1 lb. 
tobacco — ^unwillinff to part with their cattle apparently. 

30. — ^Yacht stiU prevented from leaving. Some Saldanhars 
squatted about three miles away on the other side of the bay anive 
with some sheep — ^bartered 17 for 7 lbs. wire and 6 lbs. tobacooand 
some pipes — value 6 gulden — -promised to bring cows to-mo!m>w, 
to be paid for with plates, which they are very fond of. Had enough 
to do to explain that the plates are kept for cattle, and that we set 
as high a value on our plates as they do on their cattle— ^otherwise 
they would bring nothing but sheep. 

N.B. — The stateof wind and weather, &c., as usual, caierfullynoted. 
December. December 1. (Sunday).— Yacht still detained by the weather 
from proceeding to Saldanha Bay for seal skins, blubber, and oil 
— some other Saldanhars arrived with 7 or 8 cows — ^barter 4 old 
and 3 young ones for li lbs. wire, 6 lbs. copper plate, and 3 lbs. 
tobacco and pipes, value 4^ gulden — ^also 6 sheep for 2 lbs. wire 
and 2 lbs. tooacco with pipes — each sheep costing hardly 6 stiTers 
— ^bought also 2 tusks for ^ lb. tobacco. 

2.— Yacht leaves. Saldanhars arrive in the afternoon with 6 or 
7 cows and a troop of fine sheep, of which we bought 24 shecnp for 
6 or 8 stivers value in wire and tobacco, and 4 head of cattle for 
the value of 3^ gulden in copper plates, tobacco and pipes. Oom- 
mence to trade now in reality, though they part with their cattle 
with reluctance. In the evening saw many fires — t(dd hy Herry 
that there were thousands of natives in the neighbourhood — ^had 
watch kept vigilantly, though our intercourse is &endly. Bought 
12 duoks and 42 odier birds for about 1 lb. tobacco-— could not 
rear or tame them, had them prepared for the people— ta^ good. 
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■3. — Bought S cows iind 12 sheep from the SalJaahars for atout 
^0 lbs. copper plate and wire and 8 lbs. tobacco, also some pipes — 
^«heep at 6J etivers and cowa at 6 skillinga the head. 

4. — Saldanhars leave hurriedly after eelling iia 1 heifer, 1 oalf 
L .and 9 sheep. 

I 0. — Bought a low and 11 aheep. Saldanhars approaching 
l.^adually nearer with their houseB— teaching us to be on our 
1 piard. Our men not only asleep when on guard, but also stealing 
each other's and the Ct)mpaDy'8 property — eonsequeutly found it 
I neoessaiy to appoint a Provost Mareiial named Miehiel Gleve of 
I fitralsund (a very fit person) with tlie salary of 15 gulden per month, 
|.«nd the emoluments connected with tlie office as in India. 

—Bartered 9 cows and 22 sheep for copper and tobacco. If 

\ we had no tobacco no trade would result, hence 1,000 Iha. of 

tobacco required iinuually, as often a cow has been withheld I>ecause 

l-«f a finger's length of tobaoco. "Will not take rotten tobacco — call 

I it stinking tobacco. Among tliese Saldanhars were two new 

L-eaptains wno wished to see our house, in which they were ti-eatt-il 

■with three or four drinks and some tobacco. Saw in the meauwliile 

along the hill beside Table Mountain the country covered with 

«attle and sheep as with grass, the property of said chiefs, who 

intend to pitch their touts near to us and desire to see our mode of 

■living and our wives, to wliioh we agreed, though we would like tu 

aee them further oil, as our number is small and our means of 

'4efenoe slight. Saldanhars friendly — if a cow runs away they 

l-jmmediately fetch it for an inch length of tobacco and return the 

1. copper plate to us until they have broiight the animal back to om- 

1 {pasture grounds — they only wish to be kindly treated, which oosts 

I nothing. Last night Moj'tinua do Hase left his post as sentry and 

itole about 70 turnips from the garden below the fort— cauglit by 

die picket, and brought to tlie guard- house, but tia soon as the gale 

vae open in the morning he ran away, afraid of being severely 

I punished, having at divers times committed thefts, but always in 

JODsequenoe of Ids respectable parents let off with light punish- 

P'Suent. Jan Pietersz : Soenwator having stolen some of the 

lOompany's wire whilst on guard (the wheels of the barrows having 

I leen tied with it through want of iron) is sentenced to be 

ttooorged. 

I 7. — Burglary committed in the carpenter's shop. Things stolen : 

I — of the chief carpenter 1 pack of cloth clothing, 1 white pair of 

Icersey pants, 4 shirte, 4 or 5 copper rings, some Enivea and 1 pan- 

I of shoes ; of Willem Gabrielsz : J piece guinea linen, 6 knives, 1 

jr new shoes, 1 copperpot, 4 book of paper and pens ; and of 

rans Hendriksz : Van Vleute, a chisel. Thief supposed to be M. 

'4e Hase — Corporal and sis men sent to look for him — supposed to 

!be among the Saldauhars, who are about here in multitudes with 

J about 2,000 sheep and cattle, within -l cannon shot from the fort. 

F bought I cow, 3 ueifere ami 18 sheep for copper and tobacuc — also 

L 4)artered — taking what we can get — 3 slieep for an old driver and. 
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1652. some tobacco, which former they u^e as cold chisels — wish we had- 
more of this old iron, as we bought last week a calf with the same.- 
The Saldanhar captain recovered for us a young ox, which we had 
already considered as lo8t,for which he was munincently entertained. 
Jan Pietersz : Soenwater undergoes his sentence. Afraid that tha 
wind will bring the sticks about our ears. 

8. (Sunday). — Bought 11 cows and 29 sheep from the 8aldanhai*s^. 
among the latter some captains, one of whom we entertained 
yesterday. All treated kindly as usual. Grass set on fire by 
oaldanhars — ^requested them not to come so near us with their fire,, 
upon which all momediately proceeded to extinguish the same, for 
wnich each received a finger s length of tobacco — seem bent upoa 
not injuring us but showing us kindness — this is reciprocated — we- 
are nevertheless on our guaxd. Thousands of Saldanhars around 
us, but not trespassing on the pasture groimds occupied by us — 
seem to have great faith in us. Bougnt two fine partridges for a 
finger's length of tobacco — ^told them to bring more, as they were 
very nice. 

9. — ^Bought 9 cows and 36 sheep — cows at 35 or 36 stivers and 
the sheep at 6 stivers value. Martinus de Hase caught with the 
carpenter's clothes on him — stolen things all found in a little bush 
where he had concealed them— freely acknowledged his theft — 
made a full confession — ^had absconded becjiuse afraid of pimish- 
ment — had expected to exchange the things stolen among the 
Saldanhars for food ; they had, howevei , robbed liim of the copper 
rings of the wheelbarrows and tbe knives, as he was alone — had in 
despair committed the crime hoping to be put to death, and beg- 
ged to be shot and not hanged — had often robbed the s^ardens and 
the fowls' nests. Decided to keep him oonfiued imtil the arrival of 
the retium fieet, and hand him over to the Commander, very likely 
an India Councillor. Gathered as much of the mustard seed on 
the side of Table Mountain as we coidd get, about a ton full ; will 
sow them near the works to use the leaves for refreshing the ships. 
Drank for the first time milk of the cows and sheep, whicli 
nourishes the sick likewise. 

10. — Bought 12 cows and 18 sheep for less than yesterday, each 
cow costing fully 26 stivers and each sheep 5J do. The cadjangh 
sown some 6 or 7 days ago in a well manured plot appears above 
gi'ound, also cabbages, carrots and peas. Collected a fail* quantity 
of seed from the latter, also of the cabbage lettuce and chervil^ 
though little of the last had grown. 

11. — Wind and rain — latter welcome for the gardens — two sheep 
killed by the rain, also a young calf. Necessary to have sheds for 
sheep and young calves, but we are in want of the necessary 
materials. Only bought 5 sheep for about 6^ stivers each — 
Saldanhars in numbers at the Fresh and Salt Ilivers. Took the 
soldiers from the works to be on guard continually in case of 
surprise — kepc the sailors at work — ^present number of men as 
follows : Soldiers 30, sailors at work 24, carpenters and boys 7, 
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s 9, gardoQers 8, cowherds 2, shoi)herd6 2, pigherJs 1, cooks i 
and boys 4, BUi'seon and boy 2, gunner 1, hospital superinteudt'iit ( 
1, provost marsIiBl 1, besides tlie Commander, 1 sick comforter, ' 
1 assistant, 1 butler, one cooper and 2 boys, 8 in all — total IflO, 
also women and children iind meu of the jao'if 25 — grand total 
125 drawing pay, among them some sick in bed and many lazy 
bones whom it would be better to dioharge. 

12.— Sowed some Homaii iK-ans — bought 2 oows, 5 sheep and a ' 
tiisk. Siildaohars very lUtely detained by the bad weather — 
squatting at the Salt River. 

13. — Saldanhius come near to the fort with thouBands of oattle 
and shcp obtained only 20 sheep, 2 cows and 5 calves, they 
being unwilling to part with their cattle — hard to beliold so mu<m 
cattle and not be able to get any, though we offered J more for every 
bead than we were accustomed to do, and treated the natives as 
kindly as possible — perhaps they liave enough copper or been 
influenced by a jealous rival — would like to know the first point, 
for it would have been easy, if proper, to have seized about 10,000 
which — if ordered to do so — woulrl lie afterwards and now also 
very serviceable— the natives trusting m. Onoe well supplied, the 
mimber could be kept np by breeding, and there would be no feai' 
that the English woidd spoil the traffic with the natives, who daily 
give UB sufficient cause, in eonsequenoe of their thieving, for 
revenge on them or their cattle, and if their cattle cannot be 
obtained in a friendly way, why then suffer their thefts without 
making reprisals, which would be required only once, for with 150 
men 10 or 1?,000 cattle eould be secured, and without any danger; 
as many of these savages could be caught without a blow, for trans- 
mission as slaves tn India, as they always come to us unarmed ; this, 
however, requires mure oonaideratiin and wiser judgment than 
oui"8 alone — we have only by the wiiy mentioned it but will reflect 
npou it after more experience gaineil ami orders received. Heavy 
Soutb-East (rind. 

14. — Bought 15 oows and 31 sheep — gave more and offei'od 
more than usual — each beast costing already about 6 skillinga 
and each sheep 7 stivei'r? — haviii;^ before only paid for sheep 5 or 
oj stivers and for cattle 2G to 28 and 30 stivers a piece. Believe 
tSat the natives are gorge<l with cojiper — the more we ofier the 
more they ask, retui'iiing iit niglit with their cattle to the Salt 
River. 

15, (Sunday). — Bought 4 lows, 1 (.■all' and U sheep — could get 
no more— raising their prices — thuujrht it advisable alsotohoM 
out a little, but if this does not answer, will have to spend more 1 1 
obtiun a greater number of cattle for breeding purposes — have at 
present only 88 head of rattle and '■l'i9 sheep, besides those killed 
daily for the men. A Saldanliar stole a copper plate — detected by a 
soldier — oreate<l a great sensation — Saldanh&ra ran away, but were 
<:aUed back by Merry and the chief told that we kuew that ha 
could not help it — bart-sr continii^.l, lilt the fear remained upon 
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them, aa they drove their cattle away. A little while after foimd^ 
three cows driven by a Hottentoo, which we thought had been 
pilfered from our flook — sent three or four mea to oiroiuavent 
them, who approached near tu their flocks, when they all ran away 
into the woods and up the mountain, leaving their cattle behind — 
our men called and made them understand that they had merely 
come to inquire whether the three I'ows belonged to the whites, 
but finding the contrary, did not desire their cattle, but civilly 
ftBked them to sell them for copper, A new friendship was created 
and at night some came to the fort ivith sht-ep, but if our four men 
had 80 willed it, having no weapon but a sword each, they might 
have driven 40 (<r 50 cattle to the fort, as ull the S^danhais had 
run away, showing a timid dispowtion. We couBequeutly assured 
a certain chief wbo come to us in the •■veniug of our good inten- 
tions and our readiness to give as much copper and brass for their 
cattle as they might fairly claim, requesting them to bring many, 
showing some copper and making them understauil that we had 
■ brought it for that purpose, and that the ships woiild bring more — 
that we were not of the kind of people seeking to rob others but 
would grant them what they asked for what we required — we 
treated him kindly, so that he left quitt: contented, promising to 
i-elurn to-morrow. 

10. — Saldanhara half a mile from the fort - only bought 1 cow 
and 1 sheep — taking 3 sheep back with fheni, though we offered 
more than before — believe that they ore gorged with copper, 
having no use for it except as an ornament — ^consequently very little 
more cattle will be obtained unless iither means be resorted to, but 
this is at present premature. Uerrj" explained that after the 
deportxire of the Saldauhars the Fiahnieii would arrive with cattle 
only, and if we wished to oblige him and the Saldanhara we should 
kill the Fishmen and take their cattle, which would be easily done 
R8 they were a very weak tribe. Told hiui all were our friends- 
■who cared to trade, as we had come with copper and tobacco to 
hu3' cattle but not to injui-e anybody — wishing to live in friendship 
\vitli all. This pleased him as regarded himself and the Saldan- 
hara but not as regarded the Fishmen — tlie ruin of the latter would 
be too premature ; as beforehand it n-ill be uceesaary to inquire- 
what profit could he secured from them for tlto Company. A fine 
ox and lamb died suddenly. 

17. — Bought one sheep though we paid more for it — natives 
wifing their price and continually driving tlicir eattle away after 
the sale of an animal — what this means is difficult to say, though 
we treat their uhiefo handsomely' — could get no more than 1 cow, 
1 calf and 11 sheep — not easy to fathom this peculiar people — 
pfiwed some cadjangh, cress, cabbage, water-melon, melon and 
Indian beans, planted aho orange and aj)]ile pips — those planted 
before not having come up. At niglit about 9 or 10 o'clock saw 
to the East^ South -East, southward from the head of the giant, 
ftbout 80° above the horizon, a strange star with a tail ; the tail 



i>\leii(Ung northwards right on the knoe^ of the giuit, and the 
hiMil mostly to the south ahjut 10" tt\»ay. Jan Pieteraz : Soen- 
water sentenoed for theft ran sway — appareatly afmid of puaiah- 
luent tor other thefte. 

IS. — Saldanhars in awarms with numerous cattle near thd fort, 
atniust rushing into the the gate and with ditBoulty kept away 
from the gardeod — not iuolined to trade— flush of oopper aud 
I'nnsequently cattle trade uiufit dimiuish. Ilerry says that they 
liiive enough copper aud will heueaforth bring only uow and then 
ail aaiuial. Natives make armlets tmd (;hainM of the oopper, and if 
there be no longer a ohauce to trade what hann would it be it they 
were deprived of 6 or 8,000 head or cuttle— the opportunities ar« 
iHuuy, as they are weak and timid — -i or 4 men often come with 
] ,000 cattle within range of our oannon, who miglit easily be out 
off. And ae they are bo confiding we uontinue to treat thcin kindly 
Jo gain their confidence, and still more no to see whether in course 
vi time anything may be done with them iu the shape of trade or 
otliorwise for the Oomprny's benefit nud likewise should we to-day 
<>i' to-morrow receive the order, to be able on the strength of their 
oufldenoe to take their cattle easily and without a blow, as it is 
miserable to belir^d so much cattle, which aro m necessary for 
r^-freshments for tlie ships, but cannot bf obtained by good treat- 
ment or barter. Saldanhars return to the Salt and Fresh Rivers 
hi-side Table Mountain, about a mile from this. Saw the oomet 
on the same spot. 

19. — Only eight sheep obtained — trmle slackening more and 
more — their inolinatiou for copper paasing away. 

20. — Jan Soenwater returns to thf foi-t and receives his deserved 
punishmeut. The cadjangh sown on the ITtli springing up, also 
itie watermelons. Bartered four sheep from the Saldanhars, who 
hiid ogaiu drawQ near to the fort with much cattle, for S'lme 
tobaooo — they do longer ask for copper. If we had no more 
tiihocco we would hardly get a cow or sheep for copper alone^ 
goo<l that they are so partial to tobacco, with which we will suooeed 
very well, having to-day bought a fine milk ewe for it« length ia 
l'>baooo=i lb. weight— 11 doils. Very cheap indeed. Saw the 
ciimet in the North-Eas^ northerly froTU tlie belt of the giaat, 
ubout 60^ abjve the horizon. 

21. — On this side N.W. aud across the bay strong S.E. wind, 
which often happens. Sowed a good deal of salad soeil, beans, and ., 
]• as — oommisuoed to out t«ume wheat and barley, which grew 
beautifully iu spite of the strong winds. If the lands had been 
iminured soouer we would have had earlier and better crops even. 
Our first season tor experiments. Wonderful how well the things 
grow ou a wild and otherwise uncultivated and unmanured ground 
— expect much from manure, for which tlie cattle ai-e very service- 
able, w'lulil, therefore, wish for more to have also miioh cows 
l)enide8 those required as refreshments ft.ir the ships — but the native 
des'iri' for copper has passed away, as appears from tbe conduct oL 



a ohief to-day. though we olf'ir more. They infiuire daily for the 
ships, especially the Euglitli vesselB, which makes us suppose that 
Herry has been intiiienoing them to hold out, as he no doubt likt-B 
the Liiglish more than he does us, having voyaged with them fo 
Bantam, and expecting to have gome profit from thera. To prevent 
wjiioh we hope time and opportunity will offer ub the means. 
Would like U> have jirompt rtrders to forbid him to trade with the 
natives or otliei'wiso. Only obtained three sheep. Saw the comet 
this evening tpwanls the North-East like yesterday, 
, 22, (Sunday). — Bought five sheep — watermelons sown on 17th 
Ispnngingup — niauure does them good apparently, as they would 
■ not grow in unmanured ground. Death of the sailor Switsert 
TeunisK: Pyl. 

2y. —Buried the siiilor. Saw no Saldauhara near the fort, hut our 
peo]ile fishing at Salt River saw them going inland with thouEamls 
-of cattle and sheep. But Herry tells us tliat they will return when 
the after grass shall have appeared, the vegetation round about 
having been burnt for the pur^wse. Are only provided with 811 
cattle and 284 ehf ep, from which the population ib to be supplied 
The Dutoh food is exhausted, and no fish to be caught, which will 
diminish the supplies for the ships considerably, Ho}Te for the 
best and trust in God, as the Snldanhars have enough copper. 

24. — 8ent Van der Helm, the provisional sergeant, and six 
musketeers to the Saldanhar ciimps about two or three miles from 
this, to inquire whether or not tno iialives had left, hnw strong 
they were, and whether they would prefer trading at their location 
to doing so at the fort. Took with them a good wooden box with 
cut tobaouo and pipes to treat the natives. Returned in the after- 
noon with some Saldanhars driving 1 cow and 5 sheep, which we 
bought for oopptar and toba<.«o. Report that many had left with 
their flooks ; had only seen two locations, the one havingaeven and 
the other eight liuts, altogether not more than 80 souls, and of 
the number 40 men able to carry arms, not at all sti'Ong, and 
poasi'saing 7 or HOO onw* and H thousand slico]h — were frightem-d 
when tliey fii-st saw our men, and drove away their catlle to ttie 
mountains — were I'.dled back and told we had brought tobaoco 
and copper to tra<le with, and were anxious to be on a cordial 
footing with them- — gave tliem a pipeful of tobacco and finally 
■persuaded them tn bring ii?ie beast and five sheep to the fort. 
Seemed to pi'efer to trade nt their quarters — llie reason we do nut 
know, as often they <'ame with their cattle near to the fort and 
found that we desired no more than to trade with them for copper 
and tobacco, Perhaps prejudiced by Herry, tliev are afraid of us, 
and r.ow mure so tlian ever. Herry likea tlie English more thitu 
ie does ub, being always full of them — no doubt he has persiuKl^d 
the natives to keep their oattle hack until the arrival of the Englisli, 
as he seem:^ to knciw pretty exnolly when their fleet will be li^re 
from India. Sildanhars rnntinnal'y asking when, especially the 
Jjhiglish sliips will be ln'iv — fnM tliem — if ilerry truly interpreta 
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—that the copper of the ships will be given to us to tradi* with for 
flattie to be distributed among the vessels and that we still liad su- 
ffioient eoppor and tobnocoforftie purpose. We doubt whether Herry 
intenireta faithfully, as we often trade better m-ithoiit him — if the 
English arrive, we will he bolter able to discover what uonueotiou 
there is betwetsu thein. Saw af. night the comet again — having 
travelled to the North -North-West of us about 50 degrees above 
the horizon, its fail, whieh is now leas bright than formerly, point- 
ing to the East-South-East — its signification is known to th-.- 
Lord. 

25. (ChriBtma*), — Bought eight sheep — last night one sheep was 
almost wholly devoured by a wild beast, notwithstanding the 
wateii kept in and outside of the kraal. At night seven or eight 
wild beasts iTOsseJ over the canals, fully eight feet broad and four 
feet deep, into the kraal, so tliat the giiiirds fired before they oould 
be oompelled to leave — eight porBons hcneefortli to guard tlie cattle, 
two of whom shall together tako a turn to keep wateh and keep a 
fire burning to frighten the wild beasts. The square mthin the 
fort being too small to contain all the cattle, we intend to make a 
kraal —when the gar<len produee on that spot has been gathered — 
^tweeu the two points Dronimedaris and Oliphiint, with a front 
irall of sods eight feet high iiud a good canal inside to water the 
<»ttle, which may easily be done by locking the river, for which 
and other similar works the Commodore of Uie expecteil fleet will 
be asked to lend us some assistanoe with his crews, as we will never 
be able to tinisli with the hands we have now. The wfirk is daily 
increasing, and much is to be done in trenoliing and digging up 
the geuxlen ground. 

26. — Arrival of the very oldest Soldiiuhors with theii' captain 
and four sheep — had not been here for some time — treated well to 
draw them nearer, and obtained in the afternoon two nii>re sheep. 
<!humed the first butter and fmm half an auker of milk obtained 
2 lbs. good yellow butter — doing ourbe<t to make cheese — iu want 
■of many nf the necessary utensils, which we have to find on the 
first opportunity, as suocess is fairly promising. Very severe 
South-East during the evening and night, so that the sentry eould 
not walk on the ramparts. In the whole world it cannot blow as 
b&n\ as the S.E. does here, which often surpasses the Wes* Indiau 
hoiTioaDes and the Japanese typhoons 

27. — Bought a cow and seven sheep from the same natives. 

28, — Wind still blowing violently, knoeking the corn out of the 
•ears, s*! that we hardly won a quaiter of our crop. Pound oats 
itunong the com mi.sed up with the seeils of wheat and bniley sown 
— carefully gathereil — to be sown on a sepaiate plot to grow iu 
quantity, as we intend to do with barley also. Com here extra- 
ordinarily beautiful, pity that it has been so much knocked about 
by th" wind. Churned twiee to-day with less milk than on the 
29th. 'ibtained 1^ lb. much finer butter than before — in coui'se of 
time things islll imprfivi'— thimk fiorl w<- are so far advaneed that 
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1652. we oan acoommadate the sick with sweet and butter milk and eggs.. 
J. ~, Fowls breeding finely, but the pigs and pigeons do not seem to 
• ^^^ ^' prosper— pigs not vet having littered and only seven pigeons 
reared. Bought 5 sheep, 1 cow and 2 small calves, which we ^aid 
for at a dearer rate to entice the sellerd — ^and to obtain a sufficient 
breeding stock. Saldanhars had been at the Fishmen, killing four 
and capturing much cattle — requested us likewise to attack thjo 
Fishmen, which would oblige them greatly, as the former were a 
pack of thieves, who would when here endeavour to steal our cattle. 
We replied that we very much liked the Saldanhars to live and 
trade with them amicably, and woidd see when the Fishmen came 
what people they were, but would always be attached to the 
Saldanhars, which seemed to please them. 

29. (Sunday). — ^Bartered 4 sheep and 2 oows. Found 18 sheep 
wanting — herds acknowledged they had lost them through care-* 
lessness. Condemned the ttiree principal herds each to pay two 
reals for six sheep, and told them to be more careful io f utuire^ 
otherwise thev would be punished. 

30. — ^Wind having blown severelv for 6 or 6 days, we found the 
I gardens much inju^ — the peas blown to pieces, also the beans, 
which were beautiful — seed of the cabbas^e lettuce suffered, strange 
to say, no injury — collected it in this cfidm weather — likewise that 
! of radish, spinach, endives, &c. Will in oonsequence of the 
"! drought not be able to sow again before February or ALEU'oh. The 
\ return fleet will find all our vegetables run into seed except carrots, 
I turnips, radish and beetroot — cabbage also will be ready and in 
quantity — every day we eat mutton — the chum is fairly going,, 
and we have set aside already 6 lbs. butter — the people receiving- 
butter milk, which may also refresh the men of the coming ships. 
In want, however, of appliances to make cheese. Matters bucdie 
promising well — eating fresh butter at table, using the Dutch 
butter for food. Preparing to bake bread from the new wheat to 
have everything strai^t for the refreshment of the sliips, which 
will seemingly henceforth be fairly possible — but from April to 
October the best refreshments in the shape of vegetables will be 
had, and for the ships in February gad March the most cattle^ 
carrots, cabbage, turnips, &c. — milk the whole year through, for 
which purpose cattle should be kept. Bought a oow and five 
i^heep. Sent to search for the sheep between Table and Lion 
Mountaius. The men also to ffo behind Table Mountain te 
discover how many Saldanhars there were — they remained away 
the whole night. 

31, — Sheep not found — men reported that they had found about 
the Hout Bay six locations containing alto^ther about 500 souls 
and numberless cattle — natives mucn afraid of the whites, whe 
showed them great kindness, so that some of them accompanied 
the six soldiers a great distance to show them the way for a little 
tobacco. Bought 12 sheep and 1 cow. The newly arrived 
danhars report that many of them were at the Saltpan with 
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muoli catUe, whiob tliey iiittinded to si-ll — 'treated them kmiUy and 
I infoiTned them that we iiad much fopjier and tobaooo — may Boiae 
advantage result from this — God gruut it, Ameii. 

X.B. — The wind and weather very osxefuUy noted every Jay. 
January 1, 16.53. — Bought seven shefp before the sermon, 
Releaaed from irons Gerrit Dircta : Jan Blaux and Willem 
Huytjens, and reinstated in ulBce the suspended corporal. 

2. — Bought eight sheep. Died ono Dutuh pig — these animals 

do not seem to thrive here. Likewise died onL» sheep ami one oalf. 

t "Wind so heavy that no one could easily keef.i his legs, wheel- 

■lan'ows not manageable on the plauks, aud the ground as hard as 

Kjptoue in oonsequenoe of the dry wind. 

3. — Bought five sheep — wind as bud — no progi'ess with the 
uk. 

4. — Sent the oateohist with a corpoi-iil and six soldiera with 

■■copp9r, tobaooo and pipes to the Saldanhars, to inquire whether 

■lihey would like to trade at their place, as they no longer come to 

lihe fort with any large number of cattle. Biu'ti-red seven sheep in 

r the meanwhile. The party returning brought 2 uows, 1 bull, 1 oi, 

1 heifer and 1 calf with 11 sheep. Saldanhars more int.-lined to 

tiiide at their camp than at the fort. Will tiiei-efare try again on 

Monday. Also bought four oows, a calf and six sheep — liod be 

1 praised for the blessing. On the other side of the bay— from the 

rreck of the Ilaerhin along the whole u<jast towai\.ls Saldanba 

lay — numerous fires, belonging, as IleiTy state?;, to uutivos with 

inch cattle, who may be expected here to trade ; if they like 

Wp^mr the cattle barter may again look up. Would like to have 

Rkore tobacco, whidi is running out, as without it bartering will 

scarcely p ssible. 

5, (Sunday), — Bought 12 sheep and 2 cows, I i>x. a oalf and 
^eifer, for copper and tobacco — half of the last i-oll already used 
ip. 

*). — Sent the oatechiat Willem Barentz Wylaut and some soldiers 
to tlie Saldauhara with copper and tobacco t<i buy cattle. 
PrMoeeding with our usual work on the fort and dwellings, gather- 
ing tlie seeds of vegetables and preparing land for caltbagc plants, 
which with carrots and turnips grow as well lierr a& at home, and 
with which we hope to be well supplied f'lr the return fleet to serve 
with the oattle a* i-eEreshmonts. \Vish we had a corn hag full of 
cari-ot and turnip seed — we would then soon have enougli to eat 
the good ones and feed the pigs with the rest. Beet, radish, and 
o1 her garden produce will not fail in course of time, and oonse- 
qiieutly henoelorth abundant refreshment will through the whol» 
year be at hand. The churn goes oftener — a pity, however, that 
the cows give so little milk. Ilrom 2u we do not get during the 
week more than half-an-anker of milk, from whicii 3 to 3| lbs. 

I butter are obtjiiued, and better than \^ hat is inadi; at Formosa — 
ibout enough for the table. The milk is dislributel among the 
Bien. Om' men i-eturneJ at night with .j <">H-s, I n.'i, 3 calves and 5 
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i-:^:- heifcfr?, al^o ^ >heep. Bought at the fort 2 oowb and 2 calves — a 
"^ good day's work. Men reported that the Saldanhars were two 
^' mile« further ofF, aud had noticed that the natiyee would hiive 
attaeke*! them for the sake of their copper if they had seen a 
chance, there being 80 of them — whilst our men counted 20, among 
them 10 musketeers. As it has often been obserred that our men 
when only two or three together are robbed of their axes, tobacco 
boxes, 4'^., we will henceforth add more men to those sent out to 
barter cattle, though the works be thereby retarded. Saldanhars 
not here the whole year ; have to go to Uiem, as they are a lazy 
lot, but this does not matter as long as we can get cattle by 
money or kindness in order to have an abundance for the 
ship<. 

7. — Sent our people to trade — obtained 3 cows, 1 ox aud 2 
calves, also 4 sheep. Wind prevents us from working at the forti- 
fications. Sent for reeds to thatch the houses. The wind at night 
was frightful. 

8. — Catechist and 20 armed men sent out to buy cattle. 
Obtained at the fort 1 ox, 1 cow and 10 sheep. Cut the first 2 
red cabbages, as good as at home. 

9. — Men returned with 1 cow, 2 calves and 3 sheep. Beport 
departure of Saldanhars towards the east to the Bay de Sambras, 
whither they go every year, and thence crossing over the country 
to the west, as Herry says, proceed to Saldanha Bay, whence they 
come hither. Obtained the cattle from the Saldanhar Captain, 
stationed about 7 or 8 miles away eastward, nearly on the beach, 
having with him about 80 men and 5 or 600 beautiful head of 
cattle and 2,000 sheep — the finest they had ever seen. Would not 
part with any — had to suffer much insult from them and ha<l 
nearly come to blows. Obeyefl orders, however, and did them 
no harm — bore as much as they could, but had sufiBcient 
opportunity to drive off all their cattle, as the corporal, being hard 
pressed by the natives, fired a small pistol over tneir heads to get 
rid of them, when all ran away, leavins; their cattle behind. They 
were called back and told that we would not do them any harm but 
wished to trade with copper and tobacco — and if they did not like 
it, they might go whitlier they wished — -parted good friends aud 
gave them some tobacco. Herry stated tnat Saldanhars will uot 
return before next seas^>n, but that there were other natives who 
might come when seeing the copper of the Saldanhars. For when 
the latter, named Queena, were a good distance off, after having 
journeyed from one goxl pasture to another, the Fishmen oallo<l 
Soaqua would arrive with a few cattle. Told us to be careful of 
them, as they will come nominally to sell cattle but at the t»ame 
time will endeavour to do us as much harm as possible, stealing 
what they can, as they subsist by stealing. What they have has 
been stolen from the Saldanhars, who when they catch them kill 
tbem without mercy and throw them to the dogs. Fires seen 
towards the Ea»t. Wind fo have obtained so much cattle from the 
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Saldanli&rs. I'eople well supplied \vitlt meat — still on haml 350 
sheep and 130 cows, amoag the latter 25 miloti oows. 1 I'lill aii<l 
many fine young iixeo ami heifers for hr^'itliug stock and r6frp>h- 
luents for the ahipa. Hope to obtiiin some from the Fishmen alefi. 
Tlie half of our oopper supply still left. Tohaooo fuoning sliort — 
reipiiro fur the future at least 1,000 lljs. woiglit, to spend it m<:ire 
liberally, as the natives are mighty fond of it. Two sheep 
destroyed by wild beasts during the night — the spoor evidently 
that of a lion. Four cai-peuters and othf/ra in bed with dysentery 
floemiugly in consequence of eating some of Hie wild f 
here abundantly and eaten by the niitive 
the common jieople are so indifferent i 
know of no moderation before they m* v 
lie.la. 

10.— Heavy S.E. wind. 

11,— The same — -aiiparentiy 8.B aeaaon. 

ly. (Sunday). — Warm and calm under the shadow i.f Table 
Mountain, but across the bay a heavy South Easter — of frequent 
occurrence. Bought two sheep from the Saldanhars, who iiad 
travelled two days' journey, showing their llres fai' away be^-ond 
the mountains towards the East ; would remaiu there some time 
and now and then bring something. Another sheep killeil last 
night by a lion, which was frightened away liv amunket shot from 
the carcase in broad daylight, taking his miu'se towards the kloof, 
likewise a number of jackals, aa also another lion lowardti the Lion 
Mountain, Sheep henceforth to be driven into the fort and the 
cattle iato the kraal, with eight men to guard them duiing the 
night. 

13, — Commenced to thresh our new corn — fairly full and large, 
promising good auccess when properly manured. South East 
winds unfortunately prevent the Buooessfrtl rearing of all sorts of 
giitin fniit. These hui-ricanes do not, however, affect the valleys 
behind the Salt River, which may be advantageously cultivated by 
freemen as they are very rich, fine and level, and well supplied 
with fresh wat«r. No Formosa to bo compared to it. 

14. — Bought a cow and calf for copper and tobacco, the chief 
Joying that they intendejl coming to live near us again; treated 
them well with wine and toba<?co to gain their favour, promising to 
give more copper for their cattle. Herry told us that the Saldan- 
hars made armlets and I'hains of the copper which they exchange 
for cattle with tribes more inland, annually returning to tne 
English and Dutch to barter for another supply. Had, however, 
not been accustomed to sell so much cattle iai one year, but if 
tiiey had exchanged their iTOpper they would return for more. If 
this Ire the case it might be profitable in the cold season to salt 
down some oxen in barrels, as salt is abundant and the pasturage 
is rich, even for thousands of cattle, within range cf the fortress, 
beyond what is required for gardens and lands. Besides, there i» 
tile fine country adjoining Table Mountain, on which the Sal- 
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libZ. danbare have depastured abont 20 cattle and sheep sinoe November 
on an area of seven or eight miles in Table 'Valley. 

15. — Bought a cow and five 8heep. Natives unwilling to part 
with their cattle — keep them in belter condition and less willing 
to sell them than the other Saldanhars. Lost two cows from the 
kraal. 

16. — Cow and boll lost by carelessness of the guard. Dishearten- 
ing that the men do their duty so badly. They do not seem to be 
anaid of punishment, and when it is thought that a careful man 
has been found, disappointment ensues, so that you have almost to 
go and watch yourself. 

17. — Twelve head of cattle missing. The guards confessed that 
thev had taken little care of the kraal, and the six were condemned 
each to pay 50 gulden to be more alert in the future. Search 
unsuccessful. Suppose that the Hottentots have been stealing, as 
twice the gates were found open and the cattle outside. Herry 
believed that some beach-rangers had done it, and went to find out. 
Ordered that the guard, consisting of three sailors, together taking 
turns, should be commanded by two trustworthy cadets, who would 
at night receive the cattle from the herds, count them, and in the 
morning return them counted to the same. Likewise every Satur- 
day we shall count them ourselves, the deficit to be iakea out 
oi the offender by punishment. Betum of the yacht, bringing 
1,500 seal skins — would have brought more if they had had 
experienced men and the necessary appliances. Complain of the 
unwillingness of the men to do this Kind of difficult work. Saw no 
natives excepting a few naked meagre beach-rangers, but fires 
inland. Had consequently no trade, the principal items being the 
skins. The blubber, according to report, is hardly worth while to 
be conveyed to this for melting down. Will make a trial with the 
eight cai^s brought. Saldanha Bay full of whales — since Au^^ 
none seen here. Whale fishing may therefore be taken into 
account if the Company intends to boil down train oil. Necessary 
- \ appliances in the shape of boats, &c., wanting. 

Sere follows the Journal of the bookkeeper Verburgh. 

1662. December 2, 1652. — ^We left In the afternoon and anchored at 

jy^^J^j^ Bobben Island, where we obtained penguins for the men, who 
13[edit. 

8. — ^Arrived about night at Dassen Island, landed with some 
men and a hoimd, and whilst some gathered eggs we hunted rock- 
xabbits, catching about thirty, leaving the seals and penguins 
unmolested. l%e seals apparently cast their young about this 
time, as they are so abundant everywhere that a ship of 300 tons 
could be eaoly freighted with them by just picking them up with 
file hand, whilst the eld ones hunted at sea or on land would not 
^ oaught by 60 men! or many years. If therefore the skin of a young 
"mxik is of beautiful texture, realises 10 stivers at home, the 
' would be greatly benefited; yea, it wovdd be worth the 



trouble to have a BTnall vesBel purposely for it, whilst the skins of 
the old ones would be worth one rixdolliir a piece. 

4, — Went ou shore again with a eorporal niid two men to dig 
wells. After varioue trials they report that they have everywhere 
within aix feet from the siirfaoe oonie i.i]ioi bard roek and had to 
deeifit. Betook ourselves to hunting with the dog, whieh within 
a short time raught about 25 rook-rabbita. Corporal reported 
having found a spot where the French had been preparing skine, 
having found about 11 or 12 scraping poles, and that they had 
done 80 with numbers to facilitate operations. It is a pity that no 
60 men are at hand for servine, likewise two sailing boats, which 
might be safely kept here or drawn on shore — using the one to 
carry the skins to the fort and the other to sail abont and fish for 
the men stationed at the bay and on Dassen Island, barter cattle, 
bring the men from one island to another, and espeeiallj trade 
with the natives, as this would annually save the Company a great 
deal. Whatever danger there may be for the boat from the French 
or other hypocritical friends might be met by arming it with two 
small guns and giving every man a musket. Likewise advisable 
to senda person well acoqiiainted with the subject to the Fatheland, to 
lay tlie matter before the Directors and proonre the neooessary 
appliances of the best quality. Upon this the success of the 
industry mainly dejiends. 

5. — Weighed anchor and aiTived at noon in Saldanha Bay. If 
the sea continues to be rough the men will not be able to land on 
the island for the nest eight days. The least rough weather 
makes landing impossible. Ilope for the beat, to have many skins 
ready for the fleet. 

6. — Dug for water — found it as salt as the sea. The mate 
caught about ;i,000 harders and 16 steenbraaseems — all dried to be 
divided among the men. 

7, 8, 9 and 10. — Stormy weather — now aud then a lull, so tba^ 
fich could be eiiught. Distributed the fish among those destined for 
the island, and for food for fourteen days to be used in case of 
delay, 

11. — Sent the men on sboi-e — tmst they will do their duty. 

Told the Corporal to keep the men at work— as the men will do 

anything to avoid the dirty ooeupation — and not to spare the cane ; 

also to take care that the seals instead of being killed are not 

driven to sea, which would of course please the flayers — aaj-ing 

I with a clown's jest : " The devil ! Coqiorn.1, it is impossible to kill 

w many, the whole lot are becoming so shy that they take to the seal 

' path over the rocks into the sea." He promised to be careful, and 

to send offenders on board, who would not try it a second time, as 

he considered tJiat his honour and advancement in the service 

depended upon doing hia duty. Boats return, as they were in 

danger of being swamped, it being impossible to land. will have 

I to wait some time. Some, however, say that landing here is easier 

I than at Dassen Island, but this i^ childish talk (let them defend 



I>eceinher. 
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1652. themselves the best way they can should we be uDSuocessfulj, but 
it is certain that there is in it a oertaiii sandy bay before mentioned 
(of which there are many small ones to land in with sloops) and 
where the French had l>een and shipped the skins, of which we 
have no doubt (as their huts, &c., stood near by). There is there- 
fore eood anchorage for a suifboat, a light galiot, or other sharp 
yessel, the place being well sheltered from the ^lind, so that the 
vessel could easily obtain its cargo ; and if a station were made 
there and the sea became Ixjisterous it might, by means of a rope 
and a block on shore, be beached, and in fine weather again 
launched. But we submit this to the opinion of the Hon. Riebeeck 
and others. 

12. — Men sent on shore. Mate reported that he had been on an 
island half-a-mile distant from this one, where the yacht could 
safely lie, and landing was easy — a desirable matter, because the 
seals were in comparison obtainable there in greater qiiantity, and 
the place for'preparing the skins was convenient, as the latter could 
be easily sent on board. A pity indeed that this was not known 
before, as the seal catchers would be safer on the other island than 
where they are now, against attacks from the French, and where 
they would be in danger if that people unexpectedly arrived ; but 
if the men were placed on the other island this would not be the 
case. Hope for the best. 

13, 14, and 15. — Caught some small sea snoek, 2,000 harders, 
and 30 steenbraassems. Asked some beacli-raugers whether they 
would help us lo kill seals, so that they could get the meat — seemed 
not inclined. 

16. — ^Landed on the island and found that the skins were badly 
prepared. Ordered that no fat should be left on them. Each skin 
to De stretched with eighteen pins. All promised to do their best,, 
but complained of their want of tools and a grinding stone, which 
we hope to provide as soon as possible. Their work is not as 
perfect as that of the French. The latter had provided themselves 
with the necessary apparatus and taken more kindly to the work 
than our people. Hope to go on better in future, when more 
experienced men and tools are obtained. The Company may then 
ofiter annually a dividend. 

17 and 18. — Bartered from the beach-rangers 25 sea cow teeth,, 
each for two inches of tobacco. Asked them whether they had 
elephant tusks, called by them quahabi. Was answered that the 
animals were too large and strong to be attacked by them. 

19 and 20. —Caught 3,000 narders and 60 steenbraassems. 
Doing our best to find out how to remove the fat from the seal 
skin ; made experiments on board, but not successful. Experienced 
men like Tanneke would easily do so, and double the work done 
now. They are very much required, as without them the Company 
Avill not make any profit. Hence the person sent home might 
engage at a fair rate experienced flayers to remain on the islands 
for a time, as arranged by the Commanders. 
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21, 22, 23, and 24.— Caught 2,000 Lardei's and 40 steen- 
braassems, and had them dried. 

2-5. (Christmas). — Every man provided with a oisk of water and 
quarter lb. tobaocD, having earnestly asked for it, to remove the 
stench somewhat. A little arrack would have been very serviceable 
and gratefully accepted, but none was at hand. 

26, 27, 28, and 29. — The master told us tliat the wounds caused 
by the bites of the seals are easily healed. 

30. — Mate sent for water. He suggested that if a number of 
casks were placed in the hole into which the water rims, the water 
would be clear and fresh, which might be of service to the ships 
arriving there. Very good water for boiling. Mate states that the 
overseer complained that the ordinary number of seals had not been 
killed, in consequence of the deception practised by the killers, who 
will however not be excused but conveyed thence (as the French 
have done) to another island, where a light boat will be cf service 
to visit the other islets, which we dare not visit with this vessel. 

31. — Caught about 600 harders and 7 steenbraassems. 

January 1 and 2, 1653. — Heavy South Easter, preventing us 
from doing anything. 

3. — Pine weather. Went to the island — boat could not manage 
it. Landed with the sloop and killed seven large and 48 small 
seals. 

12. (Sunday). — Recovered much of the goods washed out of the 
boat. 

13. — Have all the skins and eight casks of blubber — viz., 1,136 
large and 379 small ones — obtained since our arrival, and if the 
scmpers would have finished their work double the quantity might 
have been taken on board. The seals are beginning to gi-ow in 
number again on this island. 

14. — Observe! here and in the bay a large number of whales 
easily obtainable. 

16 and 16. — Here at Dassen Island, wliere we placed the sheep, 
we killed 106 seals, and a veiy big one, as heavy as a large cow. 
We also erected the signs of the Company having taken possession, 
placed on various spots; and having caught some rock-rabbits 
(the wind north-west and making anchorage unsafe) we sailed to 
Table Bay, where we arrived, God be praised I in the evening. 
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In the Fort the Oood Hope.— (Eiebeeck's Journal routinned.) 

18. — Sent people to Saldanhars in the ueiglibouihood to barter 
for cattle, who returned with a cow and bull. Arrival of the 
galiot the Ztcarte Vos, all well on board, and commanded by 
Teunis Eyssen. It had left the Texel the 4th September ult., and 
been obliged to call at Brazil. It canned despatches that our 
Netherland States had fallen into war with England ; and secret 
instructions to the Commander and oflScers of the return fleet. 
Fort still incomplete ; ordered accordingly to work at it with all 
Vol. V. F 
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I'T';^. hands and leave all other matters in abeyance for the present. 
~* Sent a sheep to refresh the men o{ the galiot, the officers to attend 
aiiiiar>. ^^^ Council to-morrow. "Wind prevents the skipper from landing 
and dining at our table — being sickly he requires it. 

19. (Sunday). — Council held, when it was decided to send the 
yacht to Batavia and keep the galiot here. Also to add a month's 
pay to that of the men to compensate them for extra work and 
inferior food— the cattle being required for the return fleet. To 
begin work to-morrow with enersgr in order to be prepared for the 
English. Wind too strong for the skippers to go on board. 

20. — Wind too strong to work. Cr»nmienced in the afternoon 
with lion courage.- The skipper of the yac*ht, preparing for his 
departure to-morrow, is provisioned from the galiot with bread and 
wine. Galiot likewise prepared to start for Kobben Island to salt 
penguins and young seals at that place for food for the people, as 
the I)utch provisions can hardly le^ a fortnight longer 

21. — Bought a sheep from tke Saldanhars, about three or four 
miles awav. Letters from Batavia prepared and entrusted to the 
chiefs of tLe yacht. 

22. — Bought a cow and sheep. 

23. — Sain and N. W. wind — delaying our work, but beneficial 
to the gardens. In the afternoon the yacht leaves. Last night 
the lions appeared to storm the fort for the sheep within it ; they 
roared horribly, as if they wished to tear everything to pieces ; 
wall too high for them to scale. Works being continued per- 
sistently to be well defended and have no fear of the English, as 
we are now already so well sheltered that without hard tennis balls 
and 20 times the number of our men they would not be able to 
dislodge us. No fear of them or any other Europeans if we can 
only prevent them from landing with cannon on this side of the 
Salt Kiver; hence a redoubt at its mouth on this side will be 
necessary. Spot fixed and preparations made. Await the return 
ships for the required labour, as oiu: number is too small. 

24. — Heavy South-Easter. 

25. — Wheelbarrows again manageable. Caught, thank God ! 
to night 1,700 harders. 

26. — Bay full of fish. Seins useless, being so old and broken ; 
busy repairing them. It appears as if the Almighty will again 
come to our aid with fish, which is better for the men in their 
heavy work than penguins or seals. 

27. — Some iron landed from the yacht to be forwarded to 
Batavia. Wind sd heavy in the night that the galiot was in 
danger of parting. Tliis afternoon a wolf killed a sheep, running 
away with a quarter. 

28. — Bought eight fine sheep. Were liberal with our copper, 
but tobacco is getting low. Wish we had more. 

29. — Some Brazil pumpkio, melon and watermelon seeds brought 
by skipper Teunis Eyssen from PhamambuoOy and sown last week, 
are sprouting out beautifully, but the cadjangh h&ving fairly Biming 
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up has perished. We will try agaiu. In the evening God. i6o3. 
Almiffhty again gave us a fine haid of fish, 14 or 1,500 fine harders. j ^ 
Highly required, as the Dutch food is nearly exhausted and br^ anuary. 
-can hardly last longer than three or four weeks. Our hopes rest 
on the return fleet for rice, &e. 

30 and 81. — Wind and weather as above. 

February 1. — Strong South-East wind. Fcbrnary. 

2. (Sunday). — Found a salt pan about half way nearer than the 

•other, small and not exceeding four roods square, but still 

containing about three or four caiaks. To-morrow will send men 

to gather the same before the rain destroys it. Out the first white 

-cabbage for our table, tender and delicate ; also the red cabbage, 

"which with the beef and mutton will greatly refresh the crews of 

the return fleet. Took out likewise beet and carrots, &c., which 

nnfi;ht be reared the whole year if we only had sufficient seeds. 

•Caobages, cabbage-lettuce and other greens will be plentiful, 

having gathered a large quantity of seed, though not so much of 

<jarrots, turnips, chervil, onions and parsley, which have been much ■ 

destroyed by the hair roots. 

3. — Quthered some salt. Frightful South-Easter. 

4. — Wind delays departure of galiot despatched to Saldanha Bay 
to catch and salt rock-rabbits, to save beef and mutton for the 
return fleet. 

5. — Ghdiot left. A soldier named Willem Svbertsz: died of 

it 

dysentery. During the last three or four days 12 or 13 men have 
been laid up, evidently in consequence of the heavy labour. 

6. — Wind delays the work, which would have been finished if 
fine weather had been permanent. 

7. Nine sheep wanting of the number. Lost bv carelessness of 
the herds. Though punished they appear to do their duty badly. 
Consequently ordered that Jan (ilysteen and RoelofF Hendriksz : 
who were in charge, be fined 10 gulden for each sheep and receive a 
himdred blows with the butt end of the musket for their carelessness. 

8. — Fine, calm weather. 

9. (Sunday V — Went about two miles behind Table Mountain. 
Found it so lull of locusts that earth and sky, as if snow fiakes 
were fiying, were hardly distinguishable. If tiiese insects were to 
come about the fort and into the gardens it is to be feared that all 
fruit will be destroyed, as we observe from the grass, which has I 
been eaten away level with the ground. Will hope, however, that J 
•the Lord will preserve us from this affliction. ■ 

10. — Still rainy weather, welcome to our plantations. 

11. — ^More than 20 persons very ill with fever, dropsy and 

dysentery. Many also very weak in the legs and tired, evidently 

from the hard work and scanty food. Necessary to be supplied 

soon, as the bread will hardly suffice for 14 days. The peas nave 

l)een used up, and only a lot of barley, meat and pork for 14 days 

remains ; a sheep or ox being sometimes killed in oetween to keep 

Hie men oh their legs and at the works. 

® P2 
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1653. 12. — The barber (surgeon) repoited eight c^se8 of dropsy^ 

dysentery, fever and pain in the joints, the soBeren altogether 
incapable of doing any work ; besides there are many others ailing-, 
mnen though s^ walking about, becoming gradually ahnoet 
helpless, so that the works are greatly retired. It would be 
uniortunate if an enemy arrived now. They might starve us out, 
as excepting the cattle in the fort, whidi must feed outside, we are 
badly provisioned, being already on short allowance for 14 days. 
Hope for speedy aid from India. The chief carpenter, chief barber 
(who is alone) and gardener have fallen ilL whilst the provisional, 
sergeant likewise had the fever last night. Bought to-day, thank 
Ch>d ! a cow and 15 sheep from Saldauhars squatting some five 
miles away. 

13. — ^Bartered 10 sheep, 1 ox, 3 cows and 2 calves. During the 
mshi a lamb was bom, likewise one in the preceding night, which 
raise our hopes. General complaint made by the men that in 
consequence of the heavy work and the inadequate supply of food 
they had become very weak and tired, and therefore requested to 
be relieved somewhat. This is becoming more evid^it every day 
to us also. In consequence of the scarcity of Dutch provisions^ 
not being able to give them more food, and not wibhingto consume 
too much cattle in order to be prepsireil with supplies tor the ships,, 
we have allowed them some rest« advising them to remain hoperul 
as every hour succour may be looked for. In this way we keep 
them at work with renewed courage, and have as many as we can 
keep going, but one after the other is being laid up with weakness, 
dysentery, dropsy and fever to such an extent that this week 
between 30 and 40 have fallen ill, altogether unable to work. 
Have therefore ordered that every morning two sheep and some 
barley, of which there is but half a cask, shall be given for break* 
fast and two oxen during the week. 

14. — Betum of the galiot Df Vas from D;\ssen Island, bringing^ 
100 living rock-rabbits (Dassen) and a cask full of 160 salted ones, 
with report that they could easily be caught. Hail anchored in a 
fine little bay at said islet, the drawing of which skipper Teunia 
Eyssen has given us, there being a fine opportunity to obtain a 
large number of seals and the imest anchorage for such galiots^ 
TSjoA also seen a large number of whales. 

15. — ^Death of the cadet Harman Halderfort from dysentery. 
Many more very Ul. The country around and the gardens are 
full of looustai which are greatly injuring the cabbages and other 
vairetafalea. Baitraed 13 sheep. 

vmdaj). — Bought 1 ox, 1 calf and 8 sheep. 

'md four sheep. The men are falling ill more and 

fcom dropsj, so that the works can hardly progress. 

^ iracome, and be b^ter than Spamsh wine 

»i^t annuaUy to be sent to this place. 



^H she«p 
^H bef' ire 
^H ratiou 



67 

19. — Saw whalea Iq the. buy, iiud bouglit 10 slieep and two 
cows from the Saldivnliafs. 

20, — Calm, warm weather. 

21. — Bought '34 head of cattle, (lIbo five sheep. Saldaohars 
apparently expect the ships, aa they are oontinually aflking after 
them, hence there is no doubt of their return, hoping to get more 
<>opper. Consequently necessary — that the trade be not spoilt — 
to get all the i-opper at the fort from the ships, as already four or 
five lbs. of it have to be paid for every oow. Reported that the 
caU supposed to have been lost had been killed by Jan Blanx and 
WiUem Huytjena, the late deserters, in the bushes behind the Lion 
Mountain, where we found two feet and the cooking pUoe. Dis- 
covered on inquiry that not only now but often they had done the 
same thing with the knowleilge of the cattle and slieep-herda. 
Tliey were put iu irons, but Raving few men at the works and 
they being the healthiest, we resolved to liberate them on bail and 
keep them at work until the arrival of the return fleet, when they 
ean be tried. 

22. — Obtained 10 cows from the Saldanbars, Wind very 
ati-ong. 

23. — Obtained three sheep — two lambs were bom — sheep 
oommenoing to breed fairly — nope the same from the oows. 

24. — Fine weather. 

^5 and 2(3. — The same. 

'37 and 28. — Lost an ox. Very likely stolen by the Ilotteutoos, 
-as for some time a few natives have been seen skulking near the 
cattle, who stole a sheep to-day but were deprived of it by our 
people. Some pocket pistnls required for the herds for defence 
against the cattle thieves, as they are very much afraid of fireaims. 

N.B. — As usual the wind and weather are carefully noted. 

March 1. — Carrots stolen from the gai-'leu. Reported by Jau 
-yan Leyen alias Verdonuk of Flanders, latel_y deserter but now of 

Sood conduct, that I'ieter Martensz : Koe and Roelof Hendricksz ; 
iei)herd, with Jan BUns, Willem Huytjens and Gerrit Dirkez ; 
had agreed to desert to-night or to-morrow with one of the sloops 
and some sheep, ami that he, Jan van Leyen, had been requested 
to join — likewise to seize the galiot and depart with it. Jan 
Blans, Willem Huytjens and Qenit Dirksz : the principals, were 
immediately coaxed on board of the galiot and eoufiued in it. 
Intended to do the same with Pieter Mnrteusz : and BoeloS 
Hendricksz : who were hei'ding the cattle and sheep, but they 
fluspeoted danger and ran away. Counted the sheep at night, six 
wera missing, which they hod no doubt bound somewhere in the 
bushes for the purpose intended. Searchers returned unsuccessful. 
In the evening some Hottentooa rcpfirt that they hat seen five 
sheep behind Table Mountain, wliion were found by our people 
bef'ire dark, fiu- which we thank the Almighty, as to-day the lust 
rations of bread were distributed. 
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i«5:*. 2. — Saw a boat at the point of the bay. At once sent the 

-\ fildpper in the sloop, well aimed, to reconnoitre. Said two rogues 
^"*^* had daring the ni^t stolen a lot of carrots. Search for them 
nnsaccessf ol. ArriTal of the ships V H*^ C'th Zeehmit^ with the 
Yice-Admiral Junius on bcaid, and the Wain*, And about noon 
klso the Malacca and PartK with the Admiral Gerard Demmer^ 
Ordinary CoimciUor of India and h\te Governor of Amboina. 
They reached the offing, ^-iit could not approach the anchorage in 
consequence of the South-Easter. 

3. — Wind the same. 

4. — The carpenter's house outride of the fort robbed in the 
night. Yice-Admiral Junius, S'.'me skipi»ers and merchants land 
at noon, whom we treated in the best way we cc»uld. In beating 
upy the fore-top-mast of the M'lhcco came down. Mr. Demmer 
remained where he was, tLe wind continuing severe. Some were^ 
consequently obliged to remain on shore. 

5. — Better weather. Provided the ships with cattle, sheep,, 
cabbages, carrots, milk, vtc, and sent the Admiral in the ^nliot 
10 sheep, some cabbages, carrots and beet. He and those of 
the Malmra endeavoure*! to sail to the anchorage^ but without 



6. — Kne weather. Pa^fl and Hahc^y^ anchor in the roads. 
Went to welcome His Honour and report on Cape matters, &q. 

7. — Hon. Demmer lands — ins^^ev-tcd the fortifications and was 
well pleased — returning on board in the evf ning. 

8. — ^Meetin^ of the full Coimcil. Produced our letters and 
ailyices regarding the English war, also the instmetions for the- 
return fleet, and onlv withheld the secret instructions to be 
ddivered wiien the fleet leaves at the last moment. Request to* 
have 200 men of the fleet — ^who would finish the fort in a fort* 
night's time, as our people were thoroughly done up — ^not enter* 
tamed by the Council, but in consequeni^e of the failure of provisions 
we resolved that eadi ship should land half a last of rice, one cask 
of meat and some breacL Each vessel to have per week three 
head of cattle and cabbages in proportion, and for the cabins four 
sheep, beaidea cabbages, carrots, beet, salad, &e. ; the Admiral's,, 
hofwever, to have six sheep and the Yice> Admiral^s five sheep, &c. 
Lost the sloop during the night : supposed to have been stolen by 
the two deserters. Ualiot sent to Bobben Island to search. 

9. (Sunday). — ^F!ne weather 

10. — ^Yacht returns, having found neither sloop nor men on the- 
Uand. Loss of the sloop prevents all attempts at whale fishing. 
41 mfjbt tiie two deserters Martenss : and Hendriksi : f CHreed hy 

mipr, nAann and are apprehended. 
— fitrang vrind* 

■k vaaiber. Ifr. Demmer and company come on shore. 
wOi-Weat. 

laj anaminatiQn of the deserters, 
ilgaiii examined. 
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16. (Sunday). — MomiDg fino — afternoon heavy South-Easter. i6o:<^ 

1 7. — Fi ae weather. — 

18. — Wind in the morning — fine in the afternoon. 

19. — ^Meeting of the full Coiuicil. The cattle thieves most 
mercifully sentenced —three to fall from the yard arm, receive 100 
lashes and be kept in irons for one year ; two also to fall from the 
yard arm, receive 60 lashes and be kept to hard labour in ehaioa 
for six monthp. 

20. — Commander and officers enjoy themselves on shore. 

21. — Sentence carried out. 

22. — Hazy weather — Westerly breeze. 

23. — ^Westerly wind. 

24. — Wind not as strong as yesterday. 

25. — Death of a soldier named Jan Gale. 

26. — ^Arrival at midnight of the yacht rfe Haen with skipper 
Joris Janz : Somer, bringing later intelligence regarding the war. 
Had left the Texel qa the 28th September last year, and touched 
at Sierra Leone, where it had left the ship West Vrieslandt, which 
would follow in 8 or 10 days. The latter had had mutiny on 
board. The chief mate and four others, who were the ringleaders, 
had been executed, as will appear from the record addressed to the 
Q-ovemor-Qeneral and Council of India and forwarded by the 
yacht. Heaven grant that the vessel may arrive safely, as 89 of 
the crew have already died. Council convened by Demmer. 
Resolved to refresh the yacht, and ha\'ing unshipped its Cape cargo 
to send it on at once to Batavia — taking out o? it for the fort 3 
casks of meat, 2 casks o( pork, 1 cask of butter, half a firkin of 
vinegar, 6J aums of oil, 1 cask of Spanish wine, 2,000 lbs. bread 
and half a box of candles. The Commander was also ordered 
briefly to report to India on Cape matters and not unnecessarily to 
detain the yacht. 

27. — ^Yacht beginning to discharge with the assistance of all the 
ships' boats. 

28. — ^Discharge of yacht continued. Yacht receives the 709 
staves of iron landed here by the galiot for Batavia. 

29.— Wind West. 

30 and 31.— Wind West. 

N.B. -The weather carefully noted every dtiy. 

April 1. — Pine, beautiful sunshine. April. 

2. — ^Misty, wet weather, cleared up at night. Death of the 
soldier Jan van Heusden. 

3. — Council convened on board by Demmer. Besolved to detain 
the yacht de Haes till the departure of the return fleet, to sondf 
the latest intelligence to Batavia concerning the ships still ex- 
pected. Some persons rewarded for their services provisionally 
performed. 

4. — Heavy South-Easter. 

5. — Calm weather — S. W. breozt*. 
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6. — Soldier died namfi ADdries de fielg. Btun, ttmoder and 
lightning during the uigtit. 

7. — Rainy weather. 

B. — Sunshine, calm, 8. W. breese. Commaoder Damiuer eajoyi 
himself on shore with his staff. 

9. — Council on board to ret«iTe the secret instraotions, as the 
ships leave to-morrow. Lattars read, and aocording to order, we 
gave a copy to eath Oimmander for guidanoe on the voyage home. 
Resolved likewise (but the ships shaU awwt the arrival of the rest 
of the fleet until the 15th, and that the skipper of the yacht 
(Teunis Eyssen) shall take the place of chief mate on board the 
Admiral's ship rice the chief mate, deceased, and to appoint Gerrit 
Abels, the present mate of the yacht de F<m, as skipper of the 
same. 

10.— The M'lhcca. Princesse Roi/acl and WakU look on board 
4,105 seal skins for the Chamber Amsterdam. 

11. — Wind and weather the same. 

12. — Conndl meeting convened. Demmer asked, as the lagging 
ships may have passed by, whether it would not be advisaUe to 
pass St. Helena as near as po^ble to see whether they are not in 
the roads there, in order to communicate the secret instruotioDs to 
them, lest they should fall into the hands of the English. Matter 
left in abeyauee until Tuesday the 15th. Some offenders punished 
and disputes settled Arrival at night of the yacht de Winihondt 
from Patna,with letters dated 2ist October ult, with farther 
particulars of the war 

13. (Sunday).— The Winthomit prevented by the SE. from 
reaching the rradstead. 

14. — Light S E. breeze. The WMhondt anchors in the roads, 
and is immediately pro\'ide<l with water by all the boats, to be 
able to leave to-morrow with the fleet, 

15. — The Commanders and officers of the fleet take leave and 
lake our despatches for home. The Hae» and Winlhoadt do the 
same for India. 

16. — Wind unfavourable for departure of the ships. 
17.— Before daylight the Pavel, 'f Bof ran Zeelandt, Priwei^'' 
Sot/ael, Malacca and Walcig leave for Holland, and the yachts do 
the same for Batavia. The other ships are not yet putting in an 
nppearanc?. we feai' tli.'it If Xh-\ njiiKi'm ignorant of the secret 
insti-uctiona they may fall into the hamir. of me English and we be 
left destitute of stores (>xi>ecteil from ISalima ; the more so as we 
6 despairing of the amval of the yacht Muyden, some da^s ago 

99 from shore, which ought to be here ulieady, and by whtoh we 

•xpecteditoiisvi\e]irovisiousiu case tlie other vemels did not touch. 

IP.— irri val of (h- Mi^i/'len in tlie ivi^ning a little beyond the 

I Evfi t Teunis Haniay, having left ^e Tezel 

« (airly well, only six or seven deaths. 

isterilait. about the war, and that the 

it fllnick ou the banks befioe the laud of 
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Schoitw.' and hecomo so leaky that they could not undertake 
the voyage. May t)ie Ahuight^ rei'orapeiise the Cumpany. Araeu. 

19, — Sent the Muyden a cow, some cabbages aiid carrots. Arrival 
of the OUphdiit with the Hon. Frisius on board. Left Batuviawith 
the Proi'infie and Enchhuysva on the 2nd February, and k.sf eight 
of the others in the Straits of >Sunda. The two others expected 
every day, also an Enelisliman well laden, and some days ago snen 
here near the laud. Hope it may touch, that we may seize it for 
the Company — which may the Almighty grant — to comfort It for 
the expenses inourred here. Beoeived per Olipli"nt letters from 
India with invoices of goods sent from Batavia. 

20. (Sunday), — Hon. Frisius and skipper land, bringing the 
letters left behind in consequence of the hurried departure of tlie 
first ships from the Strait* of Sunda. Also a letter from the 
masters dated 20th April of last year, iiuthoriziug us to strengthen 
our gari'ison front the Mnlacai, PrineeMe Rui/ne/, West Vrieslandt, 
and Zflaiidiii. with 25 military and the necessary provisiona. Com- 
municated to them the instructions received and the news of 
the war, and when they are on the point of leaving, the secret 
inBtruclions will be delivered aa regards the- continuation of the 
voyage. "We provided them to-day with a cow, beet, cabbage ami 
carrots. Bartered J2 oows from another uatioii dwelling n.ore 
inland, who had seen the copper of the Saldauhars and heard that 
there were Dutchmen heii? who had more ; had therefore come to 
get some. They stated that there were others still further inland 
who would also come. This being so, abundance of cattle may be 
expected, and our supply of copper and tobacco run out. Some- 
times a tusk is obtained for a small pieoe of tobacco and wii'e, 
hence we ought to be well supplied in order not to sit still, but to 
be able to treat the folks sometimes with a stomacli full of rice, 
barley or peas, and wine or an'ack. A little liberality in these 
things will attract them. 

21. — Said natives returned witli 16 fiue cows. Copper seems to 
"be used by them. The cattle is very welcome to provide these 
latest ships abundantly, for which the Lord be praised. 

22. — The Commanders of the ships enjoy themselves on shore. 
Arrival of the Provinde. The N. E'lcl-h'ti/ten still expected. Sail- 
ing when seen last in the Straits of Sunda in company with the 
Englishman, neither of them knowing oi the war. It would 
be desirable for them to arrive together, that we might find some- 
thing in the English vessel to defray the Company's costs. 

23. — Proposed to the Council to discharge from the Muyden for 
tlie fort 6,000 Ibn. bread, but having no storage room for the same 
it was decided that the OUpluint and the Prov'mik should each take 
out of the Muyden 3,000 lbs. bread and send on shore three lasts of 
rioe, which wo*i1d he less liable to destruction, also lialf a last 
of beauK, with whioh we hope to get on a long while. Each ship 
to receive a cow, with cabhagen and carrots e\'ery day. 

24.— Finf weather. 
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165.5. 25. — The Muifckn, well supplied with refreshments, leaving some- 

. ~ sick and weak behind, and having received the despatches, is 
^^ * instructed to proceed to Batavio. 'fiie 0/iphant and Provintie to 
wait for the Enclhuysen until the 3rd May. 

27. — Arrival of other strange natives from the interior. Bought 
14 cows for copper, tobacco and pipes. 

28. — Departure of the Mnyden. 

29. — (Continuation of the S.-Easter until the night. 

30. — ^Fine weather. Informed that a ship was entering the Bay. 

N.B. — ^The wind and weather carefully noted each day. 
May. May 1. — Arrival of the Enckhuysen. Towed to the roads by all 

the boats. Had seen the Englishman last Monday under the land. 
Supposed that he had touched at Hoiit Bay behind Table Mountain 
Sent the mate of the galiot and three soldiers overland to spy. 
Council held on board, and decided that the vessels shall j&e 
delayed until the 5th, and to assist the Enckhuysen with boats to 
take water on board, and with carpenters for repairs, to enable her 
to leave in company. Supplied all with cattle, cabbages arid 
other greens. 

2. — Enckhuysen busy discharging stores for the Cape. 

3. — Fine weather. 

4. (Sunday). — The Commanders take their leave and receive^ 
their secret imtructions for the voyage home. 

5. — Gillis Frederick Wahis, butler, and Symon Huybrechse^ 
cadet, fight with knives. Are sentenced to receive some lashes^ 
Walvis also to forfeit two and Symon one month's wages and pay 
expenses. 

6. — Departure of the ships — the Almighty grant them a safe 
voyage home. Amen. 

7. — Sentences as above carried out, likewise those punished who 
had been hiding on board. Three still missing, viz., Claes Jacobsz : 
Doer, Jan Verschuyr and Gerrit Jansz : from the Heerenveen^ 
Would have been found if the officers had but searched diligently. 
Bartered five cows from a new people. 

8. — Fine weather. 

9. — Some new people arrive from the interior with 14 fine cows^ 
which we bought, treating them when they left with a few glasses 
of arrack, which seems to draw them. 

10. — Fine weather. 

1 1 . — Fine weather. 

12 and 13. — The Stcarfe I'm to sail for Eobben Island to-morrow 
to fetch shells for burning lime, as the season for catching seals is 
not yet favourable, the skins requiring dry weather. Hence begin 
in October. 

14. — Departure of the galiot with two rams and four ewes for 
the Island, to see whether they will increase there, also some rock- 
rabbits brought from Dassen Island. 

15. — South-Easter. 

10, 17 and 18. — Fine weather. 
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19,— Ghrows boisterous — heavy westerly winds and rains. i65a 

20. — Weather the same, preventing the men from working at ~ 
the fortifications. 

2J, 22 and 23. — Weather the same. Return of the galiot from 
Bobben Island, full of shells for lime. No more ready at hand. 
Iianded the six sheep, which had good pasture and kept well 
together. 

24. — Nearly brought the east i)oint of the fort (the Walvis) to the 
height required. Hope next week to take in hand the west point, 
already four feet high, and finish it before the end of June. In 
the meanwhile the land will be soaked for cutting sods, the climate 
having for some time been too dry to make said points strong and 
permanent with sods: as has been done with the whole fort, 
already satisfactorily protected. 

25. (Sunday). — ^Fino weather. 

26. — Fine weather. Hon. Riebeeck with some Hottentoos 
proceed to the forest behind Table Mountain, where the carpenters 
are busy cutting timber for the fire-i)roof magazine, to encourage said 
natives to bring the beams to the fort : for which purpose they 
were beforehand well supplied with food and drink and tobacco, so 
that they managed to carry (six of them) a fair sized beam to the 
fortress, whilst two other beams were brought on with a cart by 
the men. To encourage the natives they were again well fed, 
receiving also a glass of arrack and a span of tobacco. In the 
meanwhile appliances required for dragging the wagon, are to be 
prepared in the best manner possible in the forest. 

27. — ^Eight men of the galiot are cutting firewood for the lime 
kilns, and the rest of the men are hard at work on the fortress to 
get it finished. Could not get the Hottentoos to do more work ; 
mey say they had been tired too much yesterday. 

28. — Made the attempt with oxen. Reported that these animals 
had pulled well, and before dark carried eleven beams from tb'j 
forest into the open. 

29. — For a dish of beans and a glass of arrack we obtained five 
Hottentoos, but there was no work to be had out of them. Mnre 
satisfaotory to labour with our own people. 

30. — ^The men brought in three fine beams on the wagon, drawn 
by three oxen. 

31. — Sent the men in two parties to gather shells on the shore. 
Also others to the forests for beams, and some with picks, spades, 
&c., to level the road for the wagon. 

N.B. — Careful description of wind and weather every day. 

June 1. — Wet, westerly weather. June. 

2, — Wet, westerly weather. Arrival of the long-expecttd Roode 
Vos, which left the Texel on the 19th September, touched at St. 
Jago on the 26th October for supplies, and left again on 1st Nov. 
Death of the skipper Joris Meyndei tz: den Ham, between the 
24th and 25 Nov., and the chief mate Cornelius Jacobsz : Berck- 
houdt, on the 18th Dec. ; Elbert Coi nelisz : second mate, in charge. 
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1663. having as his mate the boatswain Cryn Jansz : Zwart. Skipper 

"" reports that by variations of the compass he had for 3 J months 

been wandering about near the Cape, and 12 days ago found that 

about 70 miles north of the Cape he had fallen too much to leeward. 

His people looked mnoh worn and some very sick. Sent on board 

I at once a quarter of an ox with some Dutch beet and cabbage 

\ (plentiful in the garden), and received the letters from Amsterdam, 

duplicates of those sent by the Zwarte Vos and the yaoht de Haen. 

3. — Council convened, which resolved that though the Com- 
manders in Persia and Surat might have received the news of the 
war in one way or another, even perhaps from Batavia, nevertheless 
to despatch the Zwarie Van with the news to Gombroon or Surat. 
It was also considered whether on the way both galiots might not 
examine the places whence those of Mozambique draw their gold, 
but as the skippers and mates believed that the voyage to Persia 
would by doing so be retarded, the subject was left in abeyance 
until receipt of orders from home. 

4. — The galiot Rooih Vos supplied with water and fuel. 

5. — The Zwarte Vos to be despatched on the 9th. Elbert 
Comeiisz : Kes promoted to the office of skipper absolutely, with 
a salary of 50 guldens per month, and Cryn «f anz : Zwart to that 
of chief mate. (See resolution on the subject.) Both skippers 
being equally anxious to leave the Cape, lots were drawn by them, 
so that the provisional skipper of the Zwarte Vos was selected to 
proceed to Persia. The mate of the Zwarte VoSj as well acquainted 
with the coast, exchanges into the Moode Vos, so that both vessels 
remain manned by experienced men. 

6. — Skipper Qerrit Abelse is permanently appointed as such 
with 50 giddens salary per month, for which he is to serve his 
lime to the Company. Death of the sailor Cornelius Claesz ; of 
Haerlem, from dysentery. Cases are happening daily as last year 
about this time. The hospital is quite full, absorbing much wine 
and fresh meat. This man knew how to catch many partridges 
every day, there being numbers of them, so that we lose much in 
him. 

7. — Fine, sunshine, &c. 

8. (Sunday).— Dirty, wet weather. 

9.— Dry weather. Despatched the Zwarte Vos with the 
instructions to Persia or Surat. 

10. — ^During the last 5 and 6 days we obtained 19 sheep, and 
to-day bartered 11 cows and 2 sheep for copper, tobacco and 
pipes. 

11. — Obtain every day two or three beams from the forest on a 
cart with two wheels drawn by oxen, and going nicely and easily. 
It takes a daily trip with two oxen, eight being kept for the purpose 
to relieve one anotner. Seven or eight sick in hospital during the 
last three or four days. It seems to be somewhat unhealthy at 
this time of the year, especially for the new comers, many being 
attacked by dysentery and severe fever. 
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12. — Took a walk to the forest, wliere the wood is being 1653. 
prepared. The carpenters are to remain at home tlie da}' after ,"" 
to-morrow to prepare the woodwork for tlie store. 

13. — Since the dajr before yesterday five or six persons more 
have been attacked ^vlth dysentery and fever, which are spreading 
rapidly. 

14. — Heavy S. Easter. 

16. — Fine weather. 

16. — ^Fine weather. Bought tliree coa\ s. 

17. — Wefetern breeze, cloudy sky. 

18. — ^Misty, calm weather. 

19. — Boisterous, stormy weather ; heavy ruin. 

20.— A liltle better. 

21.— A little better. 

22, 23 and 24.— A Uttle better. 

25.- -Boisterous, wet weather. Durine the last few days some 
five or six persons have fallen ill. Hospital remains full. 

26. — Calm, cold weather. 

27 and 28. — Fine, calm, sunshine. 

29 and 30. — Tho bay is every day full of whales, and with pro- 
per casks to keep the oil we might ^vith the sloop and the small boat 
of the galiot attempt to catch one, as the weather is very favour- 
able, but if we caught any wo would not know wliat to do with 
it, as there are no casks for the oil, having nothing better than 
oement and lime to make stone receptacles underground. This 
would also be required for the seal oil. ^ . 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

July 1. — Dark, misty, cold weather. J"ir- 

2. — About the same and rainy. Many whales in the bay. 

3, 4 and 5. — The same. Being well provisioned we promised tlie 
men some extra tobacco and arrack if they would make a kraal for 
the cattle below the fort sufficiently protected to require only the 
watch of the ordinary herds, and to convert the old kraal into a 
garden, it being already well surrounded with ditches full of 
water ; and to add to it another adjoining fertile piece of ground 
well suited for turnips, sweet potatoes, &c., because of its sand}' 
nature. The above vegetables do not thrive so well in the old 
garden, which is better suited for cabbages and carrots. The 
water from the old garden will be easily led into the canals of the 
new one. All this work vigorously carried on. Yesterday the 
last earth was carried to the point of the Oliphant, so that the 
whole fort and its surroundings have been raised to the required 
height, excepting the two points, Walvis and Oliphant, wliich must 
be covered in with sods to prevent the rain from damaging them. 
This may be done within a few days. After that the squares 
inside and the groimd below outside of the rampart between it and 
the fosse, at present hilly and not at all level, are to be levelled. 
In the meantime wood is being daily out for the kilns and for 
preparing the fire-proof room with the beams obtained from the 
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1663. forest. Tlie masonry will be commenced on Monday, and the 
-- stone conveyed with the wagon made from forest wood and drawn 

^' hy oxen, distant aI>out 60 roods from the fort, where it is easily 
taken from the ground with au iron crow, and is in sufficient 
quantity to complete the walls of the magazine. The work to be 
paid for to the masons ^vith a jolly holiday when completed, in five 
weeks' time. After that the battery will be commenced, to have 
everything ready when the return fleet arrives. Hence also our 
' hurry to have the gardens ready for the seeds expected from home, 
wliich if coming in time may have their produce ready for the 
fleet. Hope that a good supply of cattle will also be forthcoming. 
The supply at present for the outward bound ships is 80 cows and 
130 sheep, from whieli we obtain every week about two lbs. clear 
butter. Many sheep are with young and bring forth daily. Also 
on hand cabbage, beet, radish and many other vegetables as a rule 
abundant in the garden. The cabbage lettuce is commencing, and 
the ships would find a good supply. Pigs, pigeons and fowls 
breed better than last year. Tlie geese and ducks obtained from 
: the return fleet promise fairly. Trust also to prepare in the 
garden (having found a well-sheltered spot) before next week 
some land for corn, barley, peas and beans, to see whether thev 
will thrive there, as the strong winds will not affect them so much 
behiad the high sand hills. Trade with the natives is atpresent 
at a standstill in eonseauence of the wet, cold weather. Hope for 
a promising future. May the Almighty grant His blessing on all 
these matters. Amen. 

6. (Sunday) and 7. — Dirty, wet, windy weather. 

8. — The same, with sunshine ; S.E. in the afternoon. 

9. — Fine and calm. Very busy completing the point Oliphant 
with sods. Bay full of whales. 
.' 10. — Sowed in the gardens some wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans 
and cadjangh, to try whether they will succeed better in those 
sheltered spots. 

11. — Skipper of the galiot and bookkeeper Verburgh proceed 
with the sloop behind Table Mountain to examine and sound the 
bay there, called by us in consequence of its forests *' HoutBay.'* 
Also to find out whether it would be a sheltered harbour for the 
galiot and other vessels, and wood for building purposes might 
not be more easily obtained thence per galiot. 

12. — Skipper and bookkeeper return overland, leaving orders 
that the sloop should be brought round when the weather is 
favourable. Keport that said bay, though not large, was well 
sheltered, having anchorage depth of 4^, two and three fathoms. 
Fine sandy ground and better than in Table Bay, as may be more 
clearly seen from the sketch made by the skipper. 

13. (Sunday). — Sent mate of gaUot and thi^ others overland to 
said bay with provisions for the men of the sloop, whom they met 
half-way ; pursued their course, found the sloop drawn on land 
and shoved it off to come round to-morrow. 



/ 
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14. — A.rrival of tbe sloop. Roode Von despatched to Robben 1653. 
Island for shells. jjT 

15. — Wind S. West during the night with such extraordinarily " ^' 
heavy hail and rains, which came so vehemently over the lion s 
Head that everything seemed in danger of blowing away. 

16. — Wind S. West. Works delayed. Tents in which the 
sheep were sheltered during the night completely blown away, 
also the gardener's house outeide the fort, which was still unroofed. 
The galiot had enough to do to hold on. 

17. — Qruiet weather. 

18. — Qaliot not able as yet to leave. 

19. — Warm by day and cold at night. 

20 (Sunday), 21 and 22.— Westerly breeze. 

23. — Qaliot still detained. Men ordered on shore to break 
stones for the masons, for the magazines or storehouses. 

24. — ^Works still stopped by the weather and sickness in con- 
sequence of it We have hardly 40 men continually employed. 
Fortifications fortunately nearly finished. 

25. — Fine, warm weather. Wind West. Qaliot consequently 
unable to go to the Island. Consulted with the skipper and mate 
that, as time is rapidly passing without obtaining any service from 
the galiot and men, and having found enough shells along shore 
to last for some time, it would Tbe advisable to send the galiot to 
Hout Bay, as the seal season was approaching, and find out in 
what manner the wood and fuel might oest be brouffht from that 
place. Resolved not to proceed witn the yacht to me Islfitnd but 
to send the galiot to Hout Bay, which shall inform us of its arrival 
there overland, that we also may proceed thither to inspect every- 
thing with the officers of the galiot. And, not to make a useless 
voyage, the vessel shall on its return be filled with fuel, which is 
verv abundant near the shore. This alone would be profitable, 
whilst the galiot would be well sheltered and could do the distance 
in four or five hours. 

26. — Samo weather — ^heavy rains at night. 

27 (Sunday). — Same weather. Qaliot leaves with a South- 
Easter, and outside of the bay has a fine westerly breeze to take 
it this evening into liout Bay. 

28, — Two sailors of the galiot arrived at night overland from 
Hout Bay with news of its safe arrival, it being anchored out of 
sight from the sea side. Will go to-morrow myself. 

29. — Riebeeck leaves for Hout Bay with 12 armed soldiers, gets 
a heavy shower on the way, and arrives thoroughly drenched at 
night on board the galiot. Inspected the forest 1^ mile from the 
beach, but the road is so stony, hilly, mountainous, and swampy, 
that it will be impossible to ffet the wood to the beach. They were 
the finest forests m the world, and contained as long and thick 
spars as one could wish to have. It is possible, however, that about 
half-an-hour further from the fort than where the wood is now 
obtained behind the Table Valley, there may be better facilities to 
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1653. obtain serviceable timber. Will investigate this when we are at 
home again. It is surprising to see the fine forests which are 
scattered all about the mountain sides ; pity it is though that there 
are no serviceable roads to them, the grounds being so hilly. 
Found also everywhere the finest level pastures in the world, very 
fit for planting and cultivating, full of game, harts, hinds, rhee- 
bucks, steenbuckp, elands, wild ducks, s^eese, partridges, pheasants, 
and all sorts of finches, snipes, and small game, but all so wild that 
it is almost impossible to catch them. Observed also rock- rabbits 
and hares on the mountains, and in large numbers, but they knew 
how to hide themselves so well in the deep crevices of the rocks 
that they remained beyond reach. 

30. — Riebeeck and the skipper again landed, found good fuel 
near the galiot's anchorage, and returned along the coatt home- 
ward, skirting the mountain side^, so that to-day we have not only 
walked round Table Mountain but all the mountains lying around 
and behind the same. Found the side facing the sea very rugged 
and rocky, and outside, at some distance irom the land, many 
hidden and also visible rocks rising somewhat above the surface of 
the water, over which latter the sea rushed in a horrible manner, 
making the few sandy creeks here and there dangerous landing 
places for those forced by necessity to look for a bay. 

31. -Rain and S. Easter. 

N.B. — The wind and weather carefully noted every day. 
August. August 1. — Went out to the forest about two miles distant from 
the fort behind the Table Mountain, and found it well stocked with 
all kinds of fine, tall, thick trees, certainly as large and full of 
timber as the large and small forests outside of Haerlem, also fairly 
easy for conveyance, without the impediments of stones, rivers, or 
swamps, so that henceforth all kinds of timber, big, small, thick, 
thin, short and lon^ as required, also for planks, if we only had 
saws, would be obtamable. 

2. — Went to see whether there were more convenient places for 
obtaining timber, but found no better. Resolved to send the 
carpe nters to the spot described to make a road to it the day after 
to-morrow. 

3. (Sunday). — Fine, sunshine, 

4. — Sent Verburgh and 13 men to the forest to make a good 
road for the wagon. Heavy rain and hail storms, threatening to 
blow down everything. 

5. — Same weather, hail and driftsnow from W. S. West. Two 
good-sized beams for the fire-proof room brought from the forest, 
the men haviug marked off the direction of the road. Arrival of 
the Salamander^ which had left the Texel on the 10th April with 
the PhcBnix and Coninck Davidt, It had touched nowhere, and had 
some sick and scurvy patients on board. Sent at once a cow and 
some cabbages on board. Refreshments at this season are most 
opportune for the ships, the land everywhere being covered, 
independent of our garden supplies, with wild sorrel, mustard 
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leaveS) &c. If we had been supplied with seeds from home, we 
would not have kaown what to do with the garden produce. 
Received no letters from the Masters, only verbal news regarding 
■OUT war with the new Government of England, &o. 

6. — Fine weather. The wkipper of the Rootle Vos reports that 
two days ago he had sent the male overland to inapeot the Bny 
Falso, who on his retui-n hud left the gunner behind who 
had been benumbed with cold, mid as he thought had died. 
-Ordered that he shouhl be searched tor. 

7. — Officers of the Sal'immidfr busy unloading stores for the 
<'ape and takingin water. 
^^ 8. — Went to Hout Baj' with skipper of Stilamander to examine 
^L it again. Skipper tliinks that it ib capable of harbouring four or 
^H five return ships. 

^V 9. — Returned home. Ordered the galiot to return to Table Bay 
:ns ita cargo of fuel was oomplet'-, 

10. (Sunday).— Good weather. 

11. — Rainy, and N.W. breeze. Retui-n of the gi^ot. 

12. — Same weather. Relea-ied from irons Jan Blanx, Willem 
Huytjens, Gerrit Dirksj : Jan Soenwater and Pieter Martensz ; 
«epedally because they had worked diligently at the works. Theii- 
Tvages will consequently commence again from to-day. 

13. — South-Easter. Hulnmait'ler trying its best to get away. 
Wind changed to W. However gave all papers and letters to the 
■officers for transmission to India. 

14. — Salaniamlor still detained. 

15, — Stilamfiiider gets out of the bay. 

Itj. — Arrival of the Phivnir with aeurvy patients. Every day it 
is to be supplied with an ox, cabbages and other greens from 

■ the garden. Received no letterw. 
1(, (Sunday). — Officerpi come on shore and give us some Dutch 
mews. 
18. — Sour, oold, windy weather from N.W., so violently increas- 
ing during the day that everything seemed in danger of destruc- 
tion. Pfueaix parted with one cable. 
19. — Weather calmed down. 

20. — Child of the sick comforter, born last year, was baptized, 
And the Holy Supper celebrated by the Minister Fredericus Fronten, 
who had arrived with the Fh<enu\ The rite was performed to-day, 
in order not to detain the vessel till Sunday. 

21 and 22. — During the last tliree or four nights five or six sheep 
have been taken by wild animals from the tents within the kraal 
whilst the men were asleep. Last night our geese and ducks were 
likewise taken from their hutohea and devoured, by which we lose 
much, aa they had coramenoed to breed famously, some of them 
sitting on egga. If we obtain others we will secure them within 

I good strong and high enoloBures. 
23. — Otficers of the Phivnir take leave and our papers for India 
with them. 
Vol. V. G 
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1653. 



AngiiHt. 



Septenil>er. 



24. (Sunday). — Phcmix attempts to leare, but only sucoeeds- 
on the 

25th. — When the Boode Vos also starts for Eobben Island for 
shells. 

26. — Weather too unfavourable for work, 

27. — Saw a ship at anchor under Bobben Island. South-Easter*. 

28.— Ship still there. 

29. — Ship proves to be the flute Coninck Dacidty which had heard 
from a pirate on the coast of Brazil that the Went Vrieslandi was- 
lying at Becife, Pemambuco, and that no good disoipline was- 
maintained on her. The men of the flute were suffennff from 
soiury, and at onoe were supplied with a cow and greens yoaobages^ 
salad, &o. 

30. — Dirty weather. Saw at night a ship before the bay. 

31. (Sunday). — Said ship not seen again. Do not know who she- 
is. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

September 1. — Pine weather. 

2 and 3. — Bartered some cows and two calves from the Saldanhars^ 
who said that they were encamped about four or five miles away^ 
and would soon return with numbers of cattle and elephant tusks. 
Treated well. 

4. — Same weather. 

5. — Officers of the flute bid good-bye and take our papers for 
India. 

6. — ^Flute not able to get away. 

7. (Sunday). — Flute left during the night. 

8. — Weatlier cold and miserable. Very little work done. 

9, 10 and 11 — Death of a boy Jan Aerts : van Jaersveld. 

12. — Weather as before, changes at night. 

13. — ^Hard at work in the gardens with all hands, to be well 
supplied with refreshments for the fleet. Enough in the old 
garden for the outward bound. The salad is distributed every 
week among the men, besides what has been given abundantly to 
the ships. They are the finest heads in the world, weighing one^ 
with the other 1 or 1^ lbs. the head, reared from seed won here^ 
last year. 

14. (Sunday). — Betum of the galiot with shells. 

15.— Shells being landed. Skipper reports that the six sheep 
on the Island had increased to nine, and they had found one dead. 
Had also seen the rock-rabbits there. Trust that the Island will 
in course of time become a good pasturage. 

16. — ^Wind and weather as yesterday. 

17. — Fine, sunshine. 

18 and 19. — OommeBced to pack the fuel for the kiln, whiob 
^vith this crooked Cape wood is not quite so easy to do. 

20. — Fine weather. 

21. (Sunday). — Drizzling rain, opportune for the carrots ; tumipa- 
and cabbages sown this week in the new and old gardens. 
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'ii. — Bleak weiLtlier. 

'i'i. — Warm. Eveuing 8,E. nind. 

m. — Calm, warm, sansliine. 

25. — Calm, warm, euiishine. 

26. — Cloudy, with drizzluig raiu. 

27. — Many whales daily in the bay. Busy with sowiug and 
i i>kiitmg, the best time for which is now at hand. 

28. (Sunday). — Fair weather, with rain. 
I '29 and 30, — Pau- weather, with rain. 

X,B, — Wind and weather earefuilj' noted. 
' October 1, — Ueeolved by Counoil that as the rainy weather uon- 
tiniLeti and no seals ean be profitably killed at present, to seed the 
yacht onoe more to Saldanhii Ba_\- to find out plainly whotlipr the 
Soldunhan are there and barter with them if pi'ooticnble, also to 
cutoh and salt there as muth fish us possible. All which will 
sppe&r more fully from the Resolution taken and tlie orders to the 
IJommanders. t^'et fire to the kiln, nine fathoms in aroom* 
ferenoe. Fairly suoeeBsfnl in spite of the heavy wind. 

2, — Arrival iif Saldanhara with oshicli eygp, and the infomm- 
I tioD tliat their feilowe were coming on with huts and cattle. 
Heavy H.-Eaeter prevents tiie yaolit from leaving, 

3, — WhilKt busy dispatching the yacht to 8aldanlia Bay, Herrj- 
i'"me9 t'l iul'omi us that two Saldiuihiirs had airived with tLc news 
that a large nhip had arrive<l in that bay. bartering sheep and 
killing seals on the islets for fuod. Half inclined to think that it 
may be the Waf Vriealamlt . Sent the galiot with the junior 
merchant Jacob Reyuiersz : with six sh'on)'' soldiers, besides 
the crew, to discover what ship it mijjht be, and furthur decided 
in Council what was to be done in (he best interest* of the Com- 
pany. The galiot was ordered that it it was the Wft VrieHlaiidt, 
to try and get it here in order to restore gnoil order on board, by 
iinsluiiping some of the ringh-adei-s and manning the vessel with 
luore obedient men, that the ship may be disi-atched and safely 
arrive at Batavia, Lost night a |>eison havinj; been locked out 
and climbed over the wall in sight of the sentry, it was found 
tiiat both were very stupid, having never before been in service 
aud not knowing what such things meant ; consequently decided 
to give t-ach a few laehes and imlilish a weiming. 

\. — Twelve or thirteen sailors go out fishing, but return at 
night with the sad news that one of them, Jnrian Wilken, had 
l»eeu drowiMd whilst standing on land endeavouring to catch the 
rope of the sloop with whioh tu drag that boat into the river, being 
above his knees in the water. He was dragged down by the 
undercurrent alongside of two other persons standing not quite so 
far in, who with difficulty regained the shore. The following is 
theii' declaration ; — " Having obtaineil penuiosion to go out fish- 
ing, some of iia walked along' shoi'e and the others went in the sloop 
to Salt iiiver. Having arrived at its mouth, the current was so 
strong that the boat oould nuke mi headway: the gunner thea 
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•^>i. Mid : * Let us throw the {^uQter to the men on ^hore, to draw us 
in. ' This was done. Ja«x GalHridsi : mud Gefrit Haimeofz : ran 
in to seize the rope, bat were diecked bj the qmcluuids and the 
strength of the rom^nt firom going in £ar enoogfa. Jorian Wilken 
then came, saving that he oonld swim, and paasing the other two 
to within a handbreath aboTe his knees, seised the rope, bat before 
be could return the streAm had thrown him over. He only lifted 
his arms and with a it^~ disappeared, whilst the other two, about a 
yard behind him and not up to their knees in water, had enough 
to do to r^ain the shore. Deponents furtbo' dedbred that tne 
quicksand was so bad that though hardly up to their kneee in the 
water they could barely kee]> their legs. In spite ol thus exertions 
of the men in the boat and those on shore Jurian Wilken could 
not be found.*' Here follow the marks and signatures id the men. 
Declaration read oyer to them and confirmed by oath. 

5. (Sunday). — Dry, South-East weather. 

6. — The same* South- West. 

7. — ^Kne. 

8 and 9. — Some Saldanhars report that their friends would be 
here in four or fire days' time to trade, ior which news they 
requested some tobacco and a glass of arrack. !Kndly treated. 

10. — Barteretl 17 sheep eai-h at 3 (?) stirers Talue in wine and 
tobacco. 

11. — Two ScibUnhars ie{K)it that oar gaUot had arrived at 
Saldanha Bay, and was on friendly terms with the diip — ^^the 
former's crew fishing and that of the latter killing seals and drying 
the skins. For this news they reeeiTed tobacco, a glaas of airack, 
and food. Requested them to take a letter to the gafiot, but in 
spite of our tempting reward, they refused, stating thi^ the country 
was too unsafe because of the wild beasts. The carpenter retumeil 
from the forest with a young ctTet cat, whidi had been shot near 
the tent, it having been obsnred that many daily came to eat up 
the men*s meat and pork if they could only get hold of the same. 
Arrival at night of two soldieis sent by Beyniersi : who with eight 
had left Saldanha Bay on Wednesday morning, but got 
rheumatism in the knee some eight miles from this^ and had sent 
the soldiers for a horse. S«it one at once with three m^i. Also 
sent food and wine, which were required badly. Soldiers report 
that the ship was a Frenchman with 12 guns and 35 or 40 men, 
who had all been enlisted for the voyage, some for 20, 30, 40, 10(^ 
or 200 guldens. They were very misv catching and flaying seals 
and bomng down the blubber. They liad already q>ent six montlis 
on the work, had collected about 4,800 skins, had some <h1 in 
readiness, and would leave in 8 or 10 days' time. Many of the men 
hail already drawn and ^nt th«r pay,*and hinted that they would 
be glad to be away from the ship, as they must find their own 
food, and kill pengums for the puipoee, also that seals' flesh was 
their daily food. Whilst at suppw some shots were heard fired by 
the party of Beyniersi : who had arrived. His leg had become 
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well again, and he had done the jourufy on foot. Reported like- 
wise that the Frenchman had been there for sis montQs to catch 
Heals, with 40 men and 12 guns, intending to return to la Roohelle 
on the *25th inet, and offenng to take letters for us nVt liotterdam, 
IS here he hod his partners, aa will n-iipear from RejnierEZ : journal 
as follows : — 

Friday, 3rd Octoher, 1651). — Left for 8aManha Bay, and passed 
Uobben Island during the night. 

4. — At break of day we were between Llivsscn Island and the- 
cmtinent. Resolved as follows in Council: — As the ship may be 
cilher a friend or foe, and we are approaching the bay, to send 
Verbiirgli and six sailors to reconnoitre. If a friend, to fire tiiree 
tliots, if an enemy one aliot. Anhoroil before the bay in the after- 
noon, and by means of a far-seoing pail of spectaclps guefsod it to- 
be a Frenchman. The wind too heavy to send Verburgh away. 
In the evening a boat approached, and we pi-epni-ed ourselves for an 
PiiiergentT. It rowed towards onv bows and asked whence w& 
came We told them from Arasterdaiii, and in^-ited them on board. 
'I'hey had been at Saldanha Bay and Das^en Island six months,^ 
mid had already cured 38 or 39,000 seal skins. 

Nni-mike of the French Ouptain as vwiiintiiicnM to Verli'irgh. 
Had been on shore at Saldanha Bay and Dassen Island for six 
months, sliip in charge of two men and ii biiv. he himself passing- 
I') and from the ship to the shoi-e. TJie natives had often hailed 
Ihe ship, having with them a lot of cattle, but n« the three hands 
were not ullowed to leave the vessel, they had left some eight days 
ago, but he was uncertain whether fliey liad returned to the point 
uF St. Helena Bay or not, where he had first lain with tlie ship 
iind seen and couveraed with thousands of Saldanhars having: 
numerous cattle. Gould liardly trade willi them, however, as 
he had but bad glass beads and no copper or tobacco. Also saw 
some .Saldanhars on a point stretching far into tlio sen and killing 
seals for food, which were very numerons there. Told me, Ver- 
burgh, that his outfit for the voj'age cost 7,000 guldens, and that* 
liis partners were Nicolaus du Val, merchant, of Rotterdam, and 
his brother, Jacques du Val, living at I'irppe, each for a quarter 
of the amount. That the brothers liad no share in the ship, 
for whicli they had to pay hire, the owners being the Governor of 
Ilia de Fortouve nf one-half, he himself of one-sistb, and somo- 
iilhers on board of the rest. Hopes to retire if lie reaches liome 
^afely, as he trusts that so much will i-emain over that he will be- 
able to rest. The last voyage wns made two years ago, and 
Mpsstb. Schuyt and Van den Helm were his insurers, each for 
3,000 guldens, whilst flic beforemcntion-'d brotliws were his 
owners. He had sailed from Uieppc to Mauritius, where the 
Hollanders, he said, had made their fort squar«. Ha^l advised 
(hem to add four points, which could be done easily, as he showed 
Willi a piece of chalk on a boN. and which would be a more 
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ifiss. effective defence. Wished to cut some ebooj there, but the 
Commander would not allow him. Had then left and touched at tlie 
Carribbean and other Islands, where he bartered many things, ns 
indigo, sugar, and tobacco. So that he left for home with a rich 
oargo, passing by the back of England and arriving in Scotland. 
Had spoken with our return fleet. Intends to leave at the end of 
the month, in the name of the Lord, with a cargo of 48,000 seal 
skins and some oil, which he is still busy melting, whicfli cargo he 
intends to sell in France. The skins are used for belts and the 
fringings of gloves, the wool for hats, as it consists of the finest 
silver hair and (the leather ?) is equal to Spanish for boots, and a 
hiulidred other things. Besides the value of the skins would be 15 
or 20 stivers each, which we can hardly believe, as no profit would 
be made in that case, considering the heavy expense. The ship in- 
tends to return next jear or pemaps sooner, from which it may be 
gathered that great profits are made. The Biscayan sloop dtiven 
out of this bay last March by a heavy wind, the Frenchman had on 
board, and told me of it as soon as I arrived. Complained that two 
year» ago he arrived at Texel with the return fleet, and had sent his 
boat to a Qreenland trader to lift his anchor, who had lost it from 
behind his vessel, but had given him in compensation this Biscayan 
sloop. Told him that about six months ago said sloop had lieen 
drifted out of Table Bay with a strong S. Easter, that it was the 
same boat, and we would gladly compensate him if he returned 
it. Declared that he had not seen our boat, and if he could do 
without the sloop he would gladly let us have it, as much kindness 
had been shown him by the Hollanders. 

7. — Besolved in Council that I should proceed home with the 
soldiers to inform you of everything, and inquire whether you are 
inclined to send letters by the Frenchman, who intends (D.V.) to 
leave for La Bochelle on the 25th Oct. and to leave the galiot, for 
fishing, behind, the wind also being unfavourable. 

Riebeech^s Jounial, continued, 

Reyniersz having returned and reported everything, also that 
many of the Frenchman's crew were disinclined to return to 
l^rance with the ship, because having nothing to eat but ))enguins 
and seal blubber and whatever else they mi^ht catch, and conse- 
quently begged our men to be taken into the Company's service, 
with the offer of telline us all the ways of curing' the skins 
and doing their duty weU, it was decided thid evening in Council 
to order the officers of the galiot to accept all who offered their 
services, and besides tempt as many more as could be secured, 
in order to bring the Frenchman into tiSMilile, and so prevent his 
return home, and deprive his employers of all desire henceforth of 
r^uming, and by means of his crew obtain full particulars concern- 
ing the catching and curing the skins of the seals, &6. 

12. (Sunday). — Busy preparing our despatches to be sentwilh 
the Frenchman riYt La Rochelle. 
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13. — Forwanled the liespaluliea overland to Saldanha "B&y witli 
A corporal and three soklters, and with a letter to the officers of the 
ffaliot to hand the letter over to the Freachmftn, and further to aot 
in actordanoe with the contents of our letter. 

14. — Fine weather. 

15. — Fine rainy weather, favourable for vegetatiou, and oppor- 
liine for the gai-dena, whieh are iiii] -roving everyday. At night 
lieaTy 8. Easter. 

16, — Hot, calm weather. 

17 and 18. — Mrs. Van liioheeck gives bii-th to a eon, the eeoond 
bom in the Fort. Bartered eight sheep from the Saldanhars, who 

■ ware treated with arrack and toliaoco, 
19. (Sunday). — Alter service we heai-d that the interpreter Heiry 
hod, during service, ab.sooiided with liouee and family. Do not 
know what it means. Had showii no .■iigns of his iuteniions before 
vhuroh. Had only said yesterday thul lie intended visiting the 
Saldanhars, as he bail done Inst year, At dinner we were tnld 
that all the cattle were also gone, and that the Iterd who was in 
oharge of them, with the boatman, Heudriok Wilders, had been 
murdered near the Lion's Itump, whilst the said Wilders was 
away to fetch their food. The eattlf had been driven away, wliich 
an hour previously bad been seen by the sentry in good pasturage, 
where they were generally left during dinner time in cltarge of Uie 
boy. Sent a mounted party in eearoli behind the Lion Mountain, 
and two corporals with !;> or 16 snldiers over the kloof to meet 
beyond. After prayers at night the sergeant returned stating that 
the cattle )iad 1>een driven beltiud Table Mouoiaiii along sliore 
over rooks and stones, and that the coi-porals and the men were 
still in persuit, biit could not proceed with the horses. Having 
beeu informed that tlie Hottentoos had gone with our cattle (42 in 
number) to the Hout Bay. we sent four men to tlie forest to infomi 
the six men there of the theft and take them along with them, in 
order to circmnvant the thieves. At night it commenced to rain 
and blow heiLvily, so tliat the men on the road will have a bad 
time of it. 

20.— Cold, Itleak weather. A >oriioral and five men return vid 

■ the Kloof, BBul by their comrade Jnn van Harwanlen, who would 
with 12 men follow the thieves iiB far as the Hout Bay, but 
requested to be provided with foixl, M'hit-h was sent at onoe witli 
i&a armed nien, so that if they meet there will be ■iH quite capable 
-of coping with 2 or 300 Hottentoos. Return of Jan van Haj'wai- 
4en at night, with all the meu, stating that the thieves had 
succeeded in driving the cattle beyond the point of Hout Bay 
towards Cape False. Having nn provisions they were obliged to 
return, not having eaten sinoi? yestenlay afternoon, and being 
dead tire<l and weak. Had missed the men sent with the pro- 

I visions, otherwise they would have proceeded. In short we have 
lost the pantaloons — being unbreei'lied — most unexpectedly, and 
this by means of the Beach-rangers or Watermen, who have always 
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been protected and kindly treat«ii by iis, receiving ior their 
clothing all the skins of the cuttle, &q. Beeides we hare been 
cruelly deoeived in our intejpreter Heny, whom we had alwtiys 
maintained as the chief of the lot, who had always dined it our 
table as a friend of the bouse and been dreseed in Itutfh olnthes ; \m~ 
sides also that from every frettli anivulhc was provided with bags of 
bread, rioe, wine, &c., by way of remunerating him for his services 
as interpreter. But this ditUoulty will be ovort-ome if tho Saldau- 
bars are not frightened away by this theft of tlie beaoh-rangers 
from coming to us, thinking that we might revenge ourselves on 
them. Do not hope so. The mileh cows are to be regi-etted, 
eB])ecially as we had miioh milk, butt4?r iind cheese, as in the 
Fatherland — all gone at onoe. Likewi^ the use of the draught 
oxen for fetching wood, stones, &o., to say nothing of the manure. 
With God in the van ho\vever, we tru!-t to get other cattle from 
the Saldanbars, from whom the day before yesterday we obtained! 
eight sheep, and who after being kindly treated left, promising ti> 
bi-ing cattle very soon — we having ut present only 60 sheep, oneeo^v 
one ox, and foiir yoimg oalvis. The rest were stolen witilst we 
were listening to the sermon. 

21. — Council decided, notwith.standiug the theft, and though tlie 
men were very bitter in consequeni-e, that no harm should be doDO 
to the natives, even if the thieves, yea Herry himself, were 
encountered, not only to show that we only wish to be on friendly 
terms, hut also desire to forgive and forget, in order to remove all 
fear from the Saldanliars and draw them into close intercourse with 
us, as the season for trading is now near at hand. Consequently 
a plaoeaat was issued that the men shouhl not be earned away by 
nnger to take vengeance on the natives, hut to avoid it as much aa 
possible. The men were pro]>erly distributed for duty, that in cases 
of emergency every one should know his station and work. The 
guards were likewise doubled. Discovered from this theft that 
these natives are not to be trusted and that prudence is necessary. 
Died from cold during the night our only ox, one calf and a sheep, 
Iiavicg had no shelter. Much cattle dying from want of shelter 
and by wild animals. 

22. — Sent men to the forest to prepare the wood fi.>r the gate 
and other works — wagon to be drawn by the two horses obtained 
from Datavia. Two sheep tlied — seemed to be poisoned. Not a 
day or night passes without shee]. dying. 

23.— 8ent a corporal and two men,wiili hidden arms for defence. 
to meet two natives seen at a distance and if pos^iible attract them 
with tobacco and good treatment, so that not only they, but the 
Snldanhars might be temjited to trade with us again, notwithstand- 
ing the murder committed and the theft of the cattle, and to make 
them feel that we wisli to do them no harm, hut to remain as 
friendly as ever, fully convinced that it was only a number oi 
thieves and Beach- raugei-s who had done tlie mischief. For the 
rest they were to act in tin- best iuteresta of the Corapany. 
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Coifioral returns in the nftemoon and repurte tliat he could not 
find tlie uatives, though they had pretended tc eoUpct flowers and 
lierbs. Wagon returns at night with ii heani and two corbels. 
Had met seven uativea armed with aseegais, but uu comrouuioatiou 
had heeo held with them. Tbi-ee muBkett'crs hastily arrive, 
reijoi-ting that five or sis Saldanhars had visited them in the forest, 
and among tliem a captain from whom last yeiir we had obtained 
much cattle, and who had onoe brought buck tn ue a lost ox, and 
who told them that Herrj- was squatting with our stolen cattle at 
tlte Bay Falao and had requested the Saldanliars to live with 
them ; but aware that he had stolen the cattle, they would have 
nothiug to do with him, but would show ua "here he was, that we 
might regain our own with some men and iire-arms. Recognizing 
the captain, and knoiving that his people possessed thousands of 
oattle and sheep and would think little of such a small number (as 
was stolen), also being aware that the)' had no great affection for 
Herry and his confreres, and would prefer to trade without, rather 
than with him, and that this captain, leaving bis arms behind, 
had kindly come to tell us where Herry was. offering liis services 
aw guide, and for which purpose our meu would expect him at the 
eiitranoe of the forest this night, we decided by special resolution 
to send this evening, well armed and provisinued for five or six 
days, the Corporal Jan van Har^varden, a man of good discipline 
and energy, with 16 of the nimblest soldiers, who had volunteered 
to sleep in the forest this night, and befoie daylight to-morrow to 
start thence with the Saldaniiars. 

24. — Fine weather for tlie picquet. Plauteil water-melon and 
cucumber seeds in the new garden. The fint' herbs sown this and 
last month destroyed by worms in the ground, even young oahbages, 

» carrots, turnips, radishes, &o. Time will show whether this is an '. 
Bnuual mdsance. 
25. — After the closing of the gate three of our men returned 
with one cow, reporting that already yesterday they had observed 
the ciittle and the louation of Herry, consisting of four huts, near 
the point of Cape Falso, but as they had look-outs everywhere, 
they bad left before our people had arrived, leading their huts and 
eome useless household utensils behind. Had followed them the 
whole day, and were stDl pursuing them, determined to ci>me up 
with them. The cow liaving been left behind because she wac 
tired, the corporal hail sent her home with the reque.'.t that they 
might have more provisions. 

26. (Sunday),— Sent the food, and ordei-sthata.s the Saldanhars 
were afraid of joining us in the pursuit of Herry, not to follow 
the cattle further, and not having been succi'ssful, to return to the 
fort and give up the pursuit, as it would he impossible to provide 
them continually with food. AiTivalof another cow from oehind 

Iliion Mountain — of its own accord. 
27.— JitQ van Hai'wai'den returns and repoi'ts that he had misaed 
tlie five men sent yesti'vday with food. Had followed Herry 
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l'>. — i^ootb-EMler prev^^ts arrir^l of the gmliot and delays the- 
kiUiii^ of seals. 

11. — Monung fine — evening stiong South-Esst. 

12 and 13- — ^Morning fine — eTeningPtrong Soath-EaeL 

14.— Wann sondime, wind West. 

I'S. — Galiot retnms with seTen easks of sslted haidsFS and some^ 
shells, also fiye casks of eggs. Distributed all among the people. 
ELepf/its that the Fiencmnan had so cleared all the islands tnat 
hardl J anj seals wese seen, bat as the four Frendunen say, shortly 
an abundance of young seals will be had, which hare the beet skins^ 
the biggest being sc^ in France for as much as a pstole, being 
used tar making muff «. of which they showed a sample. 

16. i' Sunday;. — Cut the first cauliflower, as fine and delicate as^ 
at home. Second banns |»ubli3hed. 

17. — ^Examined the Fieuchmeiu who gave us impr»rtant informa- 
tion regarding the preparation of the skms, which were Taluable^ 
and though a great clearance has been made« soon a large number 
of young seals will make their appearance, whoee sldns are in high 
favour, as appears from the beautiful fur shown us. They offered 
to proceed with the decked boat and twelve men to obtttn a lot. 
One of them had for more than nine years Toyaged to Madagascar, 
where they had been located to the number of 4<>0 without a 
fortress on Ante Pera, eight or ten miles from St. Lucia Bay, 
buying very cheaply a large number of cattle merely for the 
skins, which they obtained from the natiyes in great quantities 
for beads, and idso in some places obtaining fine ebony, and 
abundance of rice and slaves for inferior and small red coral 
and brass wire — whicli they used as rings for arms and legs— 
and also tamarind. Said also that the French there would be 
inclined to trade with us for European stores, &a, cheeee, rice and 
hides, as they only cTer^' four or nTo years obtained a cargo from 
France, and haye to keep themselTes. Abundance, howoTer, of 
cattle, fowls, and all sorts of birds, fruit and fish was at hand, and 
their principal Masters were Cardinal Masarin and Monsgr. de 
Tuyne, the Eing^s treasurer and some other Counts and faig-wigs 
of France, who had sent them in consequence of infc^mation 
received that a sold mine was to be found there, and that already 
they had so far laid one of the natives under obligation, that they 
were on the way of being shown the spot. Said native, however^ 
had been ordered to Court, where he had hitherto been detained, 
so that their plans had been frustrated. They were quite con- 
vinced however, of the e^stence of such a mine, as they had 
cheaply bou&^ht 300 lbs. of alluvial gold, but for some years now 
the natives had refused to bring any more. Beasons unknown. 
Country also full of indigo, with which the natives dye their dothes 
and veils of cotton and suk. Did not, however, know whether they 
could prepare the article for the European market. Also had 
heard that silver existed along the coast, and might have found it 
if the captain had made any inquiry, which ho did not do. 



Having fniitleasly gearobed for goM but finding good Bubsistence 
there, tney had settled at Ante Pera and ooUei'ted skine which they ^ 
had Bent to their masters by private oppoi-tunity and by French 
Tesaels, from which they obtained their suiiiilieB, not allowing any 
ships to tradi^ with the natives at the jilace where thoy were locattd. 
There were however, other places along the ooast for the purpose, 
th'iugh it was probable that wo might obtain what we wanted from 
the Freuoh theniselves witi out diri-ct intercourse with the natives, 
lie (Nicola Eaine) having visited all the coasts and the rivers and 
bays, and been in the Bay of Antongil at times when the Com- 
mander van der 8tel of Mauritius had Ciillnl there to fetch slaves. 
No dilJieulty to he feared from the Portuguese, as none were on 
the coast. Inquiring why tht^se four Frenclimen had been banished 
on the island in Saldanha Bay hv their captain, they answered, for 
no other reason than that he (Nicola Raine) had onoe asked for 
more food dui'ing their dirty heavy labour, different treatment 
having been promised them in France. Had nothing better than 
seal's meat and penguins, which they had to oat«h themselves and 
salt for the voyage, and not more than a tun of bread all the time 
they were there, which created great discontent, and he, speaking 
for the rest, had with his cousin Louys Baine been banished on 
said island with no provisions excepting sometimes a little water, 
and compelled to subsist on the birds and seals which they could 
<>atch. Kaine seeing the galiot in the bay had asked their 
captain whether he intended to leave them there or take them 
home, as they had a chance of getting away ; others also urged for 
better treatment, and the captain had answered : " The road is 
open, let those go who wish." (Jonsequently he (Nicola) and 
Louys Haine banished, and Martyn Conlj'e and Daniel Mulot still 
at targe, but desperate in consequence of the treatment received, 
had come to ns, beggiiig for the sake of Christian charity and com- 
passion to he taken into the Company's service as sailors, according 
to Itesolution siiecially adopted to-day. Tho malted fiah brought by 
the galiot all spoilt. 8hells very iihiindant on Dassen Island. 
Would that fuel were so, which is getting scai-oe, as not more than 
one cargo will be obtainable at Hout Bay, but if we obtain more 
cattle from the Soldanhai'S we may get sufficient from the forest 
about one-and-a-half miles away, also timber. The c-sen stolen by 
Herry did good servit'e. Have now to use the two Batavia horses 
to drag tlie beama from the forest. 

18, — Wet weather, hut seasonable for the gardens. Drought and 
heat have been very injurious to the fine seeds. Turnips and cabbage 
and carrots much destroyed by worms, of which the gardens are full, 
Will however, have abundance for thf> return fleet and all who 
arrive from home, except cattle and sheep, as we fear that the 
Saldanhars will be afraid of coming to the fort when informed of 
Herry's crimes, thinking that we may take vengeance on them. 
May (3«d make tliem understand otherwise, that on arrival they 
may experience the same friendly treatment of last year. 
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:';';:{. 10.— Weather wet and favourable for vegetation. 

^, ' 20. — Warm, aanahine. 

22.—S. W. breeaBe. 

M. fSuiiday). — Fine, warm, sunshine. The young couple 
>tfh*mnly marned before the Council and the public in the Coonoil 
iJhamber. There being no Minister the ceremony was performed 
by the Secretary. 

24, 25, 26 and 27. — Some persons punished for offences oom- 
niitted, as may be seen by the sentences. 

28. — Weather the same. 

29.— Rainy. 

W. (Sunday). — Favourable ganlen weathei* — all vegetables, e.^., 
cabbages and turnips, growing splendidly, many of them are vexy 
large, weighing tluree to three-and-a-quarter lbs., hard and fast 
like livor. 

N.B. — Wind and weather noted carefully every day of the 
month, 
Df-'iiiU-r. December 1. — South-East. 

2. — Talm, sunshine. 

'). — The butler and under bai'ber of the ffaliot, in oonsequenoe 
of having uttered defamatory expressions about the dripper and 
mate, are sentenced to reoeive fifty Inshf s ; and the under barber,. 
tho rausf of other troubles, is fuithor sentenced to be suspended 
from office for six months and compelled to be^ pardon of the 
o!lk*ers of justice and the persons injured by him, and so make 
n^stitution for having wounded their honour, as is more folly 
expressed in the sentence. 

4. — Senteuoe carried into execution. 

r>. - Sunshine — fine and dear. 

0. — Resolved to despatch the galiot and large boat, properly 
protected and both provided with the n(H)essary appliances, pro- 
visions, water and fuel for tliree months, the day after to-monow 
1o Saldanha Bay to kill seals and inquire whether the Saldanhan^ 
an* afraid to come to us hei'e, and if there, to tiy and open a 
1 rtide with them, according to Resolution ad<N>ted. Saw in the 
afternoon some fires towards the East, the nrst of the season. 
1 {oi>e they are those of Saldanhars, and that the latter will oome 
soon, which God mnt. Amen. 

7. (Suntlay). — Two of our men (one with a gun) shooting birds 
at Salt Biver had peroeived five Saldanhars, who had given tiiem 
•& egg-«btll for the Oommander, asking for tobaooo. Sent Unbi 
two meii vith tobaooo and pipes» for which thej were veiy gratefal. 
Hmqt mid tbat what Heny had done waa by no means pleasant to 
^Jiem, imd that t)i# Hottentoo called by us Lubbert^ the oomrade 

HepK bad mwdered the boy, and that they would haw noiyng 

wiUi fktm w WJ of the watermen, and woald liait us to- 

teattlft n/i ilieep as last year, npon whkk oar people, 

'Imjr wM do, eixprettied our kind iatentioiiB and 



I fcartered foizr or five ohtrich egg-sliolls, Tiust that the I»i'd (Joil 

j will give his blessiDg on the trade. Amtii. 

I H. — (ialiot and boat depart for SuMimlin Bay, Death of a 

I floMier Jan Coenraetaz : 

). — Wagon returns from the foi-ost and reports that fomt- 
Uottentoos had visited the eari>entGr8' tents when the latter were 
far away in the foreirt at work, and tioding no one in charge hml 
stolen all the tools. Resolved t" send a I'Orporal and four men to 
the forest to take charge of the oamii, niid iiliio to take with them 
foui' axes reqnii'ed. 

10. — Lots of fires towanls the East, No Nati\-es arrive. 
n. — Weather too had for work on thi? fortress. Sent tht' men 
to the forest for pahsades. Reported that they ha<l seen inaiij' tires 
inland. 

12. — Westerly, warm weather, whidi ripene"! oui- eiibhagi.' ami 
turnip seed, of which we daily rolleotso mmlitliat we will nut fmly 
require no more t-om Patria hut will bo abh- to provide India. 
13. — Calm, warm weather. 

14. (Sunday), 15, 16 and 17. — Min anive with'palisades on their 
ahouldera from the wooils with the news that six Hottentoos had 
been with them, and that a while after Coqwral AVillem Muller 
had proceeded with them to witliin cannon range of the fort, 
where they remained, stating that they had two cow!s beyond the 
river to sell to us. Accordingly we sent tlie Domine — whom tliey 
knew well since last year — with tobacio, copper, pipes and bread, 
and besides Muller another corporal, both secretly armed with 
piatols, hut as soon as the natives saw them approaching they took 
til their heels to about half-a-mile beyond tlie \iew of the foit, 
where they awaited our people, seeing they had no muskete. 
Found them to be people of the captain, "-ho seemed last year to 
l>e is alliance with Herry. Among them wero two who were pre- 
sent when Herry stole the cattle. Often disked our men whether 
ihey had fire-arms mth them, evidently l>eing very frightened ami 
sliaidng and trembling as they eat down nith them. Uoidd not be 
persuaded to come to the fort, but would be at the (<ame spot to- 
morrow with two cows. Gave each a pieci> of wire, tobaccti, pipes 
and bread, also some for their oaptain ; and as one of them had bad 
a hand in the theft, or at any rate vas present when it was com- 
mitteil, the pi-esent to the oaptain was iintruste<t to him lo i^how 
that he was not suspected, and to remove their fear^. They parted 
eunsequeotly in friendship, with the agreeiuont to meet to-morrow, 
sending as a token of regard a full ostrich egg to the Commander. 
They also wished to make it appear that they abhorred Herry and* 
his evil deeds. God beet knows what to make of it, but it is 
oertaiu that they fear that we will revenge ouraetves on them. 
Uu»t do our beet by kind treatment to regain their coufidenoe, 
which can only be dona when again trading with them. The 
Domine is to go again to^morto^^'. 
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6iZ, 18. — Found it neceseaiy to send 10 musketeefs with the 50 men 

^^^ canring palisades from the forest 2^ milea distaiit from this, 
"^ ' as the Mldanhars, however timid, are not to he trusted, and steal 
whatever thej can get. Becoming afraid, however, in eonsequenoe 
of this arrangement, they remained awaj. Therefore to give them 
courage to iqpfproadi and live on friendlj terms with them, it is 
necessary to guard our property well, for if only two or three 
carry muskets not a h mdred n^^ves will attack them, but they 
cannot refrain from stealing when they see our men imarmed. 
That they are blo-jdthirsty has not yet been shown, as the murder 
of the boy was only eonmiitted to prevent the news of the theft 
from reaching the fort in time for pursuit. If they were cannibals 
they mi^ht often have killed our men, who cannot be prevented 
from Romg out into the fields to gather figs and other damties. As 
the Hott^toos had agreed to meet our men to-day, we sent 
the Provost Marshal alone towards them with a pistol concealed iu 
his coat, that the Saldanhars, believing him unarmed, might more 
fearlessly approach him, and if posdble be persuaded to come to the 
fort, and in case of failure to tell them to wait for the others, who 
would bring the wares agreed upon. 

19. — The wood carriers report at night that the fires of the 
Saldanhars had been removed far inland, and they had seen no 
natives. 

20. — Biebeeck and Beyniersz : escorted hy 20 men proceed to 
the forest to inspect, &c., and see whether it were possible to readi 
the Saldanhars. About 1| mile from the fort from the side of the 
mountain we saw half-a-mile from us various troops of natives, to 
whom we at once went, leaving the soldiers bdiind us within 
musket range, and taking three or four secretly armed with pistols 
with us, and also the drummer, who was sent in advance to tell 
them that the captain was there himself. Having given his mes- 
sage, and the natives finding that we had left the armed men 
behind, awaited — about 12 or 13 of them — our coming, but as we 
approached, and the soldiers imperceptibly almost did the same, 
they sometimes, some of them, got up and ran away as hard 
as they could through abject fear, and even after returning, repeat- 
ing it 10 or 12 times, until we left four more behind and the three 
of us approached. Ten of them then kept their ground, though 
shaking with fear; the rest stood at a safe distance, seeing how 
matters would end. When we came up they reco^mzed the Com- 
mander, shook hands with him, and, as a strange si^ of good feel- 
ing and friendship, took him round the neck, the Commander not 
being backward m his gesticulations for the same purpose. At 
once the bags were opened, and they were treated well with bread, 
arrack, wine, tobacco and pipes. Made us understand that they 
were greatly dissatisfied with Kerry's doings, and had given him a 
good thraslung, &o. Seemed to be favourably disposed, and we at 
last succeeded in getting them with one cow to the fort, but they 
stopped more than 50 times on the road, afraid of prbceeditig, and 
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^ggii^g" ^^ to bring the copper to them in the fields. We, on the i6o3.' 
•other hand, encouraged them the best way'we could, assuring them " 
of good treatment at the fort. At last thej^' ventured^ and ^*^^ 
we, taking them by the hand, and dancing, jumpmg and singing, 
entered the fortress with them, where we filled them well'wiUi 
tobacco, arrack and food, besides performing various tricks which 
pleased them well and caused a new alliance with them, to further 
which we bought a cow from them for double the amount generally 
|>aid. 

21. (Sunday). — Arrival of the Naerdcn, Left Amsterdam 23rd 
August. Many scurvy patients on board. Provided them at 
once abundantly with cabbage. Received a small letter from the 
•Chamber, but strange to say with nothing in it. Saldanhars and 
wives at the fort — a good sign. Brought a useless sheep, which 
we did not buy. Treated them weU, and obtained two good 
-elej^ant tusks. 

22. — ^Arrival of the Breda from Hoom, having left the Vlie on 
the 9th inst, also the flute the Lnm ; both full of scurvy patients. 
Provided them well with cabbages and other vegetables. Bought 
two cows from the Saldanhars. Paid double the price given beSre 
and treated them well. Allowed some of them to eo on board, 
where their stomachs and bags were well filled wim bread and 
ithey were made drunk. Ever^hing was done to attract them. 
"The two niBw cows ran away m the evening, but were brought 
))aok by the Saldanhars for some bread and tobacco. 

23. — ^Visited the ships, to obtain from them some necessary 
{>rOTision8. 

24. — Heavy wind and sea from the west. Breda and Nderden 
•very much struck by the waves, fortunately without injury. 

26. rChristmas). — ^Vessels move away towards the outside roads, 
te obtam deeper water. 

26. — Ships busy landing provisions. 

27. — Ghkliot returns. Had not met the Frenchman at Saldanha 
Bay, who had taken everything mth him. Had obtained seven 
«heep from the natives, which had been left on the Saldanha Island 
where about 600 fine skins had been obtained. Had thence pro- 
ceeded to Dassen Island to commence the seal hunt with energy. 
Underwent on Christmas eve the same danger there as the ships 
here. Had lost the large decked boat, and consequently obtained 
the long boat of the Breda to replace it. Seals had fairly increased 
on the I)assen Island. Numerous yoimg ones. Decided to kill 
these in preference to the old ones — skins more valuable, danger 
less. 

28. (Sunday).— South-East 

29. — South-East. No commuiiication between the ships and 
the shore. 

Vol. y. H 
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i#a». 30.— Vine and cdm- lUny SaWanhai* l»Te be«i beie, but 

brouglit only one cow. HaTO now again seTBo h€«d of csttle, of 
wUAwe gave three to the shipe, Tia., the Brrd^, the Naerdm and 
the Lam, with cahbagea ereiy day, that they might have a little 
fr«ah meat The thre» veesels leave for India with onr des- 
patAw. Ood guide them. Amen. 

N.B.— The weather carefully registered evciy day. 
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LETTEBS DESPATCHED FBOM THE CAPE. 

No. 1. — To THE DlRECnOR:> OR BOARD OF SE^~£^'TKEN AT 
1C9S. AMiTERDAJI. 



I2t]i J«i7« Ab the Ueffde informs us that it intends to part from us in the 
ereningy it being abeady late in the afteruoon. we write briefly^ 
and wcmld have done so more completely if we had more time. 
We have reached the neighbourhood of the Canaries in the latitude 
of 31' with fairly healthy people. A earpenter died from dropsy 
on the 7th. Since our departure we had a good deal of stormy^ 
weather which made us very unoonif ortable and anxious because of 
the top-heaviness of the DtvmmedanJ^ which was so excessive that 
we voyaged with great danger and never dared to carry proper 
saiL On the 30th December we decided to enter an English port 
to obtain some ballast, bat the wind taming towards the N.N.E. 
before night we changed our minds and proceeded, intending, when 
we are more beyond danger from enemies, to carry our guns below 
as we cannot encounter any heavy weather, and would be in great 
peril on a lee shore, in consequence of our inability to carry the 
necessary sail, &c. 

Written hurriedly in the Drotufnedan's this 12th January*, 1652, 
in latitude of about 31°. 

(Signed) J. V. RTEBEECK. 

In looking at the list of supplies we find ourselves without 
smith's coal«, which we particularly require to make the grates for 
the oil boiieis — ^but they may be made in Holland if you think so. 



No. 2. — ^To THE DiRBCTORs, j)er " Salamander." 

isth April. Though we have little to say, we make use of this opportunity to 
acquaint you with our safe arrival on the 6th and 7th instant,, 
also that we have marked off the site of the fort, and are zealously 
at work — ^but with few hands — so that the progress must necessarily 
be slow, and it will take some time before we shall be able to 
despatch any of the three ships, as all the building materials have 
been stowed under everything and we cannot as yet reach them to 
erect the necessary shelter for our stores, which we intend to havo 
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within tlie fort which has been marked ofif near the Fresh Water 
Eiver on a vfrj suitable spot, and a somewhat elevated level plain 
of good soil, excepting at the one sea point tending towards the 
Salt Biver, where tne ground is soft and uneven. AH about it is 
very dusty because of the dry season. During the rainy period, 
however, sufficient sods will be found to strengthen the embank- 
ments. The fresh river will nicely run into the canal at the other 
sea point towards the lion Mountain, but tlie canal must be dug 
deep if the water is to be led into it and around the fort. The 
spot on which the fort is to stand is about two fathoms higher than 
the water in the river, we have therefore not made the canal more- 
than two roods broad, intending to make it as deep as possible. 
We have drawn the fort square with four bastions ; the outside 
points of which are 21 roods away from each other — Ehineland 
measure — i.e , the outside points or polygons at 21 roods. 
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1652. Andaa deep as the* ground mil permit us to go for the most 
, "7 .. perfect ttate of defence. We will send you drawings and more 
^" * complete measurements per return fleet, likewise of the lands 
selected for cultivation, of which there is sufficient within range of 
our guns, if it only rains. At present vegetation is burnt up by 
the drought. Prom the instructions to the officers of the oala- 
mander we gather that the first ships of the Hon. Van Teylingea 
which left this for St. Helena on the 26th February had on board 
a good many thin^ for us, and if they had found us here, would 
have assisted us for some time in placing ourselves in a proper 
state of defence, which would have been most opportune as our 
progress is but slow now, because of the few hands at our di^osal. 
We nave therefore decided as quickly as possible to get ready two 
,points, and arm them with cannon, in order to be somewhe^^ pre- 
pared for an unexpected attack of the savages. The officers men- 
tioned will be able to give further particulars, &c., 

(Signed by) J. v. StIEBeeck. 

David Coninck. 
Jan Jans: Hooghsaet 
Symon Pieter Tcrver. 

'On board the Brommedaria at the Cape, 
18th April, 1652. 



No. 3. — List of Papers sent Home per "Salamander." 

1. Original letter to the Directors dated 18th April, 1662. 

2. Private letter from Eiebeeck to the same — and of same date. 

3. Copy of journal of the voyage and of events down to 18th 
April inclusive. 

4. Copy of resolutions adopted by the Coimcil. 



No. 4. — To THE Council at Batavia, sent per " Walvis" and 

'* Oliphant." 

th May. Prom the annexed instructions and papers you will gather the 
charge accepted by us to establish here for the Company a general 
rendezvous, and also erect a suitable fort for defensive purposes^ 
and the protection of the lands to be cultivated and used as 
pastures, that the Company's passing ships may be properly pro- 
vided with refreshments and relieved of the necessity of touching 
at other places ; especially to pass by St. Helena on the return 
voyage, where the number of pigs is rapidly diminishing. For 
this purpose we left the Texel on the 24th December last year on 
board the Drommedaris (which carried our flag), the Eeijger and 
Goede Hoop — the OKphant and Walvia having been detained in- 
consequence of the shallow water. After a voyage of hardlv 3J-» 
rnofntha we arrived here in safety on the 6th and /th April last ; 
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provided, besides some neoesaary matoriiile and meruliaadise, with 
uiipliances for catcUing whales and BeaU. to bura oil ; and witb 
oriiers to examinfl what profits might be drawn liere for the 
Company. With God's help we iutcnd to do our b^st, and ou the- 
ytb ult. have morked off the fort, a squai-e of 13 roods 7 feet T 
inches, four points, near tiie boaoh, on the eastern bank of tlie most 
easterly branch of the Fresh Itiver, which one Jay we hope to 
lead right round the fort in a oanal, as the fosse of the northerly 
sea-point falls at iU angle right into the river. The fort has been 
planned as described in letter to Birectora per Salam indcr, dated 
18th April, 1852, and in journal (uf which copy is annexed) of ^th 
April. We commenced work on the 10th, and endeavoured, beoause 
<>{ OUT small number of workmen, to finish first two points oross- 
ways, and a portion of a serviceable abed to sto"' away the food 
and other dry wares, that the ships might be abh' to leave sooner. 
Xotwithstauding the great demand for ships in ludin, we have not 
been able t<] work taster with the hands at our service, or to land 
our supplies and ammunition from tlie Rri/f/ff or deposit them in 
loose tents before we had some means of defence. The yacht 
JIopc was too small to take over any of the cargo, and the Droniiue- 
iliirin — so strangely laden, as the skipper i-epnrted —also oould not 
take on board anything out of the flute, as the things in the hold 
liad to be moved every day before the wood works, Ac, oould be 
reached, which were only beginning tn be laiided on the 20th 
April to enable us to eommeuoe with the buildings. This neoes- 
SMily caused the delay of the flute. Have hurriedly run up the 
housq 18 feet deep and long. The oue ourtaiu ^G feet long, 
hurriedly built up, has been terajwrarily covered in with planks over 
which a tai-piiuUn will be drawn tj receive the li'-i/ger's cai'go. 
We and our whole family in the meanwhile remain in a loose and 
leaky tent until better aooommodation can he pro\ided for th& 
mmaining goods in the DroinineilmiB, which we intend to despatch 
as soon as possible. Will do our best in the meanwhile to unite 
tlie eight points, which are still is jialed and about 4 feet high. 
Also busy with provisional outworks of (! feet at the base and 6 feet 
high, which are to be oonneoted witJi the n'it in order toliuvesome 
defence, when the ships have left, against a sudden siir(>ri3e of the 
savages; nor are we without anxiety as regards soma European 
nations and hypooritioal friends like Prince Robert aud others, 
who sometimes have strange schemes iu tbeir head)^, aa appears 
from the aunexuros, and who may turu iis out in our defenceless 
condition. We have accordingly decided to keep with us alioot 50 
sick men, taken from the Waleh and O/ip/iiuit, to help us after their 
restoration to he<ilth, and then to be sent on with the following 
ships. Trust you will n >t take it amiss. Slid ships arrived on 
the 7th instant, and had touched at Nt, Vincent — had also been in 
great diinger in the Bay of BisiMj and elsewhere, and bad many 
sick and dead on board — the W"!rii 40 aud the Oliphanf 89. The 
Govl Ho/ie will be very serviceable i-i explore the e^ast harbours 
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1662. and find out what can be done there. It is also strong enough to 
i3thM ^^ eastward of the Cape, but as this is rather hazardous we will as 
^* yet confine ourselves to the West and the neighbourhood, awaiting 
vour orders. In ease you decided upon an Fiastern course it would 
be advantageous also to visit some Madagascar harbours, where 
some profitable trade mi^ht be secured at least in slaves, and I 
would De glad to receive the advices and notes of the Hon. van der 
Stel, who 1 recollect visited the place from Mauritius in his lime 
with a yacht, and made a good thing with slaves. For this pur- 
pose we should be provided with such wares as may appear suitable 
— after consulting your own or Van der Stel's papers — for use here 
and to the West of the Cape along the coast, whither we intend to 
send the yacht in order to attempt to open up the trade and 
cultivate the land. For the present purposes of trade, and as 
clothing for the men we require : 1 packet fine and common 
bleached Mouris, 1 packet fine salmpouris, 1 packet fine bolatins, 1 
packet fine betiljes, 1 packet fine ginghams, also coloured for out- 
side wear, and other stuffs serviceable for the same purpose, 100 
or 150 pairs silk stookings, 100 or 120 good and superior blankets, 
1 packet inferior coloured chintz, 40 or 50 cotton blankets, which 
are placed in silk bags to make feather beds of for the men, as 
it is very cold here. 2 packets sail clothes for the men, 2 packets 
•cheap negros cloth, as many think that it may be acceptable to the 
natives on the West Coast, 1 packet fine and common Parcalleu, 
1 or 2 packets guinea linen, which will be readily bought by the 
men, coarse linen or cloth, some catty s sewing silk and Chinese or 
other cotton for the men to work their clothes. All to be charged 
to the men's accounts, and you will please tell me whether we ar^ 
.t(» add a profit or charge as per invoice. 

For provisions we require instead of bread — which will be no 
longer sent from Holland — 25 or 30 tons rice for 120 eaters, viz., 
^0 on land minus myself, the assistants, butlers, carpenters, cooks, 
•Ac , leaving not more than 55 or 60 men and boys for the works ; 
the guard, with soldiers, and all women and children, number 20 ; 
on tne yacht soon to leave for Saldanha Bay and further west- 
ward, there are also 20 ; together 120 eaters. Besides there is 
what we must give to the natives to court their good ^vill. Some 
•bales of white rice for our table, 2 tons beans and 2 tons cadjangh, 
.to see whether they will thrive here. Will also make an experi- 
ment with Dutch peas. Some Indian oom for grinding, and to see 
whether they will thrive better here than the Dutch ; 10 or 12 
picols brown sugar for brewing beer ; likewise some white, also 
«ome sugar candv ; 20 leaguers arrack, of which we likewise ask more 
than we require, oecause it will often be necessary to treat the savages, 
who are very much pleased with and drawn nearer by it, and also by 
a full stomach of rice, of which we therefore require a surplus also. 
Some Margosa tamarind, species of mace, nutmeg and pepper; 
some casks of brown and white salt, which is not to be found iiei-e, 
and of ^^'lliell wc may be in great need, as we hope iu course of 
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time to obtain cattle ior salting, and also large st^enbraaaaems for 
the same piirpoBe, to have in Biijiply for the ships. We tlierefore 
al&> petition for aome seins, ami tliat yon may order all the old 
-seins of the homeward bound sliips to be left here, as we have only 
one, which is already much damaged — tliey will not only be service- 
able fur fishing but for making nets to catch birds, which are 
abundant but wQd, and could in thin way be easily caught in num- 
bers ; said eeins are cut to pieces at 9t. Hf;lena to be converted into 
groimd nets, but we trust that with tlie abimdant eupplieB to be 
obtained here iu oourae of time, it will become unnecessaiy to call 
«t that Island. At any rate it will always be more necessary to 
leave the said seins here, for provi^ling the ships with abuudance 
of fisli, than to delay three or four days at St. Helena for the 
earae purjiose and cutting thu seins to pieces. Would also like to 
have all the old hoops and casks of the return ships, for preserv- 
ing the train oil to be obtained from the whale and seal fisheries; 
also 100 or 150 bundles of cane, part of which would be given to 
the yaolit to be used as loops for the casks to be made out of the 
staves obtained from tlie ships, as fhp Dutch hoops get spoilt and 
unfit for use (by too much hi-iit) ; three or four picols wax and 
cotton thread for camltee, for the fort and the yacht ; some surat 
soap ; B-jme course earthenware for the table, as wc have not been 
supidied from Holland; two or three sieves for the gunner; bun- 
ting for the fort and the yacht; some weights and scales; also some 
paper, as we have very little on hand ; also sealing wax. We 
have hardly half enough paper for writing our letters iu sextupel 
■copy for home, "hilst the present ships could spare very little. 
Also one or two bells for the tort, which may be iu stock from 
^^ some condemned or wrecked fhipn. 

^L Two m*-tal guns (culverins), shooting fai' and commanding the 
^H Toa<lstead, preventing all cnemtfs frum firing into our embank- 
^V ments fi'om a distance and destroying them, whilst we would 
remain helpless with our 4, 6 aud S-pounders ; also a pair of wide 
mouthed pieees for defence against attaoks of the natives and 
others, to be placefl below the walls, and to be charged with grape. 
In this manner we would, aeooi-ding to orders, have 4 pieces on 
eai-h bastion, whilst noiv we have only 12 in all, as the ships 
could spare no more — 3 on each point, 8 six-pounders, 2 
eight-pounders and 2 four-poundera. Of Indian matches we ask 
a large quantity, as inland journeys ai-c often undertaken to ex- 
amine one thing and another; tliiscanm't be safely done without 
soldiers, as the natives cannot be > rusted. Also 2 or 3 hundred lbs. 
of Indian gunpowder for the fort and yaht, as the 2,000 lbs. from 
home will be too little, and this place elmuld be provided with 4 or 
5,iW0 lbs, powder, and other ammunition aud supplies in proportion, 
in case of a siege by European enemies or savages. Expect yonr 

Iadvice and oi-ders. 
To stjirt the whale and seal fisheries we require 2 wluileboats 
with their fiuniture : also 3 kedges, only one having been found 
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,.1652. , in tiie ships— sloops useless without ked^e anchors either whenr 
isfhM ' oatofaing whales or oaught in squalls — wm therefore <haye to att 
' ^^' .still in the meanwhile — ^though we see the whales before our eyee. 
There will be sufficient leisure to hunt them, but for that Terjr 
-reason we the more urgently make the request. In oourse of tine 
this industry must defray the expenses incurred here. Also 
required, one good lot of tackle with blocks, ^c. ; cane and other 
•material for hoops, to be used for the train oil casks ; some strong: 
•b^ms or thick teak planks for oil tanks — the deals from HoManu 
are suitable for the gate and bridge, &c. They are much broken^ 
spoilt by heat and unfit as tank material ; also some moss or other 
staff for caulking; smith's tools and coals for the grates of 
the oil ovens We have sufficient iron for the purpose. Xime^ 
and a large quantity of bricks; of the latter we obtained abont 
5,000 out of the Drommedaris and not 7,000 as the in- 
voice states — enough suitable soil here for bricks and tiles- 
if we only had men and tools — -Chinese would be welcome. 
Large number of the 6,000 bricks already used for the tail 
pieces of the posts of the houses and store, and also powder 
magazine. For each oil furnace will be required at least 2,000 
bricks, and this, must be put in order, as in that way much expense 
will be defrayed. Pipes to be used at the oil ovens — ^the one from 
Holland broken. One is insufficient. Some tiles for roofing the 
houses, as the planks which are now in use crack in this coM 
weather, and will do so the more when it is warmer — will therefofe^ 
•be at our wits' end to know how to keep dry and also shelter onr 
foods. We have taken some old sails from the ships to throw over 
ihe roof, but cannot spare too muoh tar to make a tarpaulin. We 
theroforo ask you for some ; also some pitch to use for our oil 
tanks, pipes and wooden dwellings, to preserve them the better. 
Our supply of paii^t and linseed oil is insufficient ; we would like 
to have some moro. 
I To see whether they will thrive here, we ask for the following 
^Indian seeds, viz. : Seeds or plants of sweet potatoes, pine apples,, 
water and other melons, pumpkins, calabashes, cucumbers, Indian 
iiadishes and all other imaginable seeds ; all sorts of young treds,. 
^hoots and sprouts of vines also, whieh will thrive beautifully along- 
the mountain slopes and as well as in Spain or Franoe ; oranges,, 
lemons, pumplenoses, bananas, mango and mangostan, dnrean,. 
soorsak, sen and pinang ; cocoa nuts, of which we had 12 and 
which we planted; also bamboo plants or seeds, which will be 
useful in many ways, as thero is no suitable forest here to make 
anything from, excepting six miles off, for which carts and heaw 
labour aro required. Would like to have some old bamboos to be 
used for little sheds (pondoks) on the land; guavas, pomegranate,, 
papajas, sugar cane or its seed, and whatever else might be con- 
j sidered capable of being cultivated. For keeping a dairy going,, 
and so obtaining butter, milk and cheese, a hundred Chmese or 
other industrious workmen, possessing the knowledgecf ouUdvating 



pjndian jiroduae, would not ba unw-elcome, as wi- will have enougli 
to do at first with oiir amiill 8U]iplj' of bands to put tlie fort in 
ilefeni* and plant the suitable ground boneath it with all kiods ot 
Duti'h fruit and trees. Beyond the raoge t-f oni' oaunon there is 1 
so muoh fruitful soil that thousands of peojile 4s-ould find enough 
to do ; U) all appearance it will yifld better and sooner than the . 
soil in New Netherland, where thu forest is fii-st tn be destroyed ' 
before anj thiug ean be planted. Annually many families proceed 
thither from the Fatherland. But this land is hardly dug up ] 
when it is found to be the most suitable garden and seed soil in the . 
world in all directions. It would therefore not be unserviceable to i 
the Company if. under oonditions framed by the Company, some , 
freemen from India or Holland wei-e licensed and permitted to ' ' 
come hither and take up their residoncf- here as subjects oE the I 
Company. This would increase our means of defending the 
Company's boundaries and jurisdietioii, which might be further 
cxtfnded but oould not be maintained with few men. 

The Chinamen might also make bneks and files and other 
nartlii-nware if they only bring tools with them, there being clay 
in abundapoe, likewise phells for burning lime, so that in course of 
time everything could he made, bred, and provided here to the 
gieat profit of the Company. No doubt Dutch peas, wheat, beans ' 
and other grain will thrive well here. Have made a trial with a 
little 8eB<l, a veiy little, because of tlie dry sr-nsnn. Will continue 
the trial during each season to find out at what time of the year 
each grows best. If we had Chinese or other industrious men 
hei-c to cultivate the soil, it is evident that in o»urse of time the 
ships will be able to obtain all kinds of necessaries, not only for 
the voyage, but for a long while, a.- the Chinese may bum arrack, 
tho wash of which may be used to feed pig". Plans may also he 
mai.le to catoh multitudes of harts, elands and steenbucks, witit 
snares or otherwise, as is done at Fonuusa, wheme jiroper informa- 
tion should be obtained, for if skins tould lie jirocured in quantity, 
a great profit might be secured to the Conipiuiy in Japan. The 
cowhides will also yield a good deal, as much as is paid here for 
the whole animal. A bird-cage (trap) might be inventMl inwhioh 
to catch number of geese, ducks and other waterfowl found in 
abundance here. We would require for this purjiose some tame 
dinks and geese fiom Batavia, also some rabbits to breed from in 
the downs so suitable for them. Also some Indian pigs, amonjr 
them one or two boars to breed frt>m and so supply the ships. 
The whale and seal fisheries will also succeed, but we oannot 
commence this before we have more bricks, lime and smiths' tools 
for building in the boilers — also two whalel-oats with appurte- 
iianoes, &c. 

Snhimaiuler, the only vessel which arrived hei-c from India since 
our arrival — on 15th April ult. It left nn the 19th, taking our 
journals and letters for the Masters (i-opies enclosed to you), 
Ship's ofHcers told iis, and we gath'-red also from letters of Hon. 
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i<3:>2. y. Teylingen, dated 8th April and inserted in our journal^ that 
irhll ^ y'U were aware of our purpose here for the Company; and had 
* ' sent some seeds, plants and young trees per the return fleet under 
Van Teylingen, which found us not yet here, ^art of it passing 
without touohing, so that we have been left without those seeds, 
&o., and likewise without the horses. We humbly ask for 10 or 
12 with the necessary harness for use in land expeditions to be 
seDt out to disoover what may exist inland and can be turned into 

f)rofit for the Company. We have heard that there were two 
iving horses here — the one was killed by wild beasts, and the 
other, with a piece of halter on him, is so wild that we cannot 
catch it. Do not know who lauded them. 

Transhipped from Good Hope into Reyger according to orders 
295 staves iron for India. Also baskets with ? found in said 
yacht, and marked " for the matches " — trust they will arrive safe. 
We intend to make some sort of a jetty and extend it so far into 
the sea from the Fresh Sriver that the boats may lie alongside and 
take in water, &c., without necessitating the men to go up to their 
ueoks in water, which often causes great trouble and sickness. 
Will see whether we can make a watercourse from the Fresh 
Biver te have a navieable cutting through the beach into the sea 
— both rivers might oe connects, the one dammed up and the 
other provided with locks to be opened in cases of overflow to 
produce a quicker discharge, or otherwise, as may be found 
necessary in course of time. We require, however, ffood poles and 
other wood for the locks, which are with difficulty obtainable here. 
Would like you to send them. A delay of a year longer must 
take place if they are to come from Holland. Likewise some nails 
of various kinds as much as you can spare. We are only provided 
with three kegs of naib, which will soon be used up, as our wooden 
houses require many nails. How things are going on here you 
can gather from t]ie various officers and also from our Joumab, to 
whicQ we refer you. We <»onfide you to the grace of (rod. 

(Signed) Johak van Biebeeck. 
Cape, 13th May, 1652. 

List of papers sent by Riebeeck to the Governor-General and 
Council of India, per Oliphant and Walvis^ on the loth May, 1652: 

N<». 1. Original despatch dated as above. 

2. Copy of jourual from date of departure from Holland until 
. . . May, 1652, inclusive. 

3. Copy of Resolutions of the Council. 

4. Copy of Plaocaat. 

5. Copy of letter sent to tlie Directors per Salamander^ dated 
18th April, 1652. 

6. Copy of invoice of goods in hands of the senior merchant 
Riebeeck for the Cape. 
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7. Meuio. of stores s]ii[)})ed ia tlie JJi-omme" 
the Cape. 

8. Two invoices of ihe Dfomiiteddtk and Beijgei: 

9. Of the yacht the Hoop. 

10. Copy of in9tru(;tions for the offioera at tlie Cape from the 
X>)rector8. dated loth Maroli and IStli Bee., 1651, 

U. Copy of Extract — ^Resolution of the Direotors, dated 4th 
Dec., Itiol. 

12. Copy of letter from Direi;tors to officers of the Dromiii''ifiiris, 
lleijijcr and Hoop, dated 15th Dec, 1651. 

13. Copy of extract from letter of tlie Chamber of Zeelandt to 
the Chamber of Amsterdam and dat«d 15th Deo., 1651, referring 
to the designs of Prince Robert (Rupert). 

14. Cojiy of Ilemonstranoe by Sieur. Leendert Jane : delivered to 
the Directors and dated 26th July, 1649. 

15. Copy of further oonsiderations or reflections on the same by 
Johan van lliebeeck, Jianded to the board in June, 1651, 

16. InteiKiiction of war. 

17. Memo, of the garden seeds sent from Holland to the Cape. 

18. Invoioe of the ship's money rdoeived by Van Riebeeck torn 
the- Direcioi-s. 

ly. Original letter of Hon. Van Teylingen to the Goveruor- 
■Geueral and Council of India, dated 25th Fmjruary, 1652 
20, Haaled letter to the same gentlemen. 
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Nil, 5. — Batatia — To the Goveknob-General and CouKtii.— 
SENT per Reuger 

With the OUplKinl and Waleis we have sent you duplicate letters 
an 1 annesures, dateil 15th inst. This acoompaniee enolosed 
invoices of the iron in the if'';/jc/'tranship])ed from the Qoeile Hoop, 
and is to notify that from the DroiniHeilniin and Eeijger more than 
700 sawn and other deals, also 400 spars, small beams and roof 
spars, are waating, no douht caused by our sudden departure from 
Ti'xel — tliis will cause nie much iuoonvenience in making our 
dwetlings, stores, bridges and oil houses, &o. Will try and get on 
the beat way we can, and see whether wood is procurable with carts 
from a certain fine foretit about six luiles further inland ; for this 
purpr^ise some strong buffaloes from Batavia would not be unservice- 
able, but if io the growing seasou we barter some cattle, we might, 
to begin with, visit ilie place with them, and await your further 
instructions. The basket ountaining the compasses referred to in 
ou]' former letter, being open, we found that it contained only 6 
email sloop compasses ; we theref -re kept 'hem as required for the 
sloops here. Also tbe box of matches marked " Cape " found in 
the Ecijffer above the stated number. Trust that we have lUJted 
well iu ail these matters. Will Iw glad to hear of it at tJie proper 
lime. 
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1G.V2. From the joiiraal dated I5th inst. you will gather that we gave- 

. .Tr the name of " Good Hope '' to our little fort, aooording to 

l»»th May. • t L' 

^ instructions. 

Had believed that the OUphant and Walvis oould have leffc 
sooner, but they were detained in eonsequenoe of landing their siok 
(to be employed after restoration to health in working at the fort 
and so bring it the sooner into a proper state of defence), and 
stores for us ; likewise of contrary winds. Skipper noogsaet 
having worked lustily with his men in the meanwhde, was able to* 
get ready to leave with them. Tlie Wahis left this morning with 
a strong South-easter, and the OUphant^ having still to take in a 
boat load of water, left in the evening with the Reijger — ^maythey 
arrive safely. We hope to despatch the Drommedaria in 10 or 12" 
days, as we are awTire of your want of ships and men for 
prosecuting the business of the Company. We will consequently 
do our best to forward the men left behind per first ships from 
home, and help ourselves in the best way possible. Will do oitr 
very best in everything to your satisfaction, that you may haw 
occasion to think of your servant to his advantage, who recom*^ 
mends himself to your good will, that he may soon be relieyed and 
profitably employed in India. We commend you most humbly tc 
the One All's grace and ourselves to your powerful interest. 

(Sigaed) J. v. Biebbbck. 

Cape of Good Hope, 16th May, 1652. 

List of the papers sent by Biebeeck to the India Coimoil, pw 
iie/y^^r, 16th May, 1652: 
No. 1. Original despatch. 

2. Invoice of the iron transshipped from the yacht the Good S6j)e, 

3. Copy of register of papers sent to Council of India, par 
OHphant and fPafow, dated loth May, 1662. 



No. 6. — Batavia — To THE India Council. 

5tii May. The anuexurc is copy of a letter dated 16th inst. sent yon per 
Reijger, Trust that that vessel, and also the Walvis and OUphant^ 
mth our complete communications, have reached you before the 
arrival of this. We refer you to the latter and only have to write 
as follows : Did our best to despatch the Drommedurpi as soon 
as possible, and for that purpose took our residence in a bare tent 
temporarily rigged up outside the fort. Have landed all the 
bread casks out of the Reijger y and placed them on the loft of tlEie 
house, notwithstanding the wood is so thin that it can hardly be 
used for anything else than a dwelling. We have done this to 
find room for the cargo of the Drommedari^j as the perky meat^ 
and other casks are still lying in the open air, and merdy covered 
up with a few planks to protect th«m from the sun. Are daily 
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y. pf^paiing more shelter, and in the meanwhile doing our best igo2. 
let you have <his vefsel also in good time with a crew of 57 men. "T. 

board the JB^y^r^r were 56. Total 113 men. Oiihe Dromme- 2^^^^>- 
%$ we did noty excepting our own person, the assistants, barbers' 
irentioes and 4 sick, retain more than 49 men ; of the Betjger^ 
png them some boys and 6 sick, 27 men ; of Uie Olvphant — 13 
k and 3 dead among them — 20 men ; of the Walvis — also 12 
C and invalids among them — 30 men. Total with boys, sick 
I allf 126 heads ; deduct the sick and invalids — ^fully 30 ; also 
'■dtf, 1 ; assistants, 2 ; sick comforter, 1 ; surgeons, 2 ; officer 
tke soldiers, 1 ; cooks, 2 ; cooks' apprentices, 3 ; dead, 3 ; total 
hMda. So that there remain for domg the work no more than 
men. You will observe that we have not a man too much ; we 
X manage, however, to get along as well as we can, and also 
J^, the help of the sick when restored to health ; so that we may 
A you the rest of the men with the first ships from home when we 
M to be in a better state of defence and the men themselvea 
ixxred to health. Will be glad to hear of your approval. We 
re. kept on shore for the use of the Company of the cash received 

refreshments for the ship 40 reals in specie and given Skipper . 
niiiek at his request 30^, the rest havins been spent in Texel 
irill appear from the ship's books of 1st May. Will debit the 
m. Company with these 40 reals in the ship's books and credit 
> general ofiKce with it in our business books ; and also with alt 
r merchandise, according to the custom prevailing in India, 
less we receive different orders. 

Had been ordered to despatch the Drointmdaris with 40 men, 
1 had intended to do the same in the case of the Reijger^ but as 
) Wahia and OUphant have left us 50 eaters, sick or otherwise, 
\ added sixteen men to the first named ships, so that we retain 
ce 18 men above our fixed number, who are mostly sick, 3 have 
0Eidy died. Have therefore really only 15, who will be sent on 
lea reoovered. ^ 

Will not require salt, having found since the departure of the 
fiiger a beautiful saltpan, but difficult of approach, near the 
»ek of the Saerkm. Fully three miles from the fort. Carts 
U be necessary. This and other matters we hope to have in 
ier before the arrival of the next return fleet. 
We have taken from the Sulamander the assistant Frederick 
arburgh and two boys named Jan WiUems : fiobbels of Delft 
d Cornelia Cornells : of Botterdam, who hid themselves on 
aid at Batavia. Yerburgh declares that he did it only because 
hja inoljnation to remain at the Cape, and as he conducts himself 
J], and does good service at the office, we beg that he may be 
owed to retain his salary, and that his accounts may be forwarded 
rm Batavia. He and W illems arrived at Batavia last year per 
ibummder. Bobbels left per Reijger for Batavia with our eon sent. 
I^ our best to despatch the Ih-omniedans as soon as possible, 
isting that its voyage may be so short that it may obtain the 
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1652. premium — ^the delay here being deducted — ^and we receive our 
"7- share. 

ay. "^Yould like to have some slaves for the dirtiest and heaviest 
work, to take the place of the Dutchmen in fetching stone, &c., 
which are to be obtained only at a distance, and with which we 
will be able to make whatever is necessary. Some slaves from 
fiatavia would therefore be welcome, who know how to out stone- 
and dig up the soil. You should also send us some tile and brick- 
makers, as briekmaking will be harder work than fetching and 
preparing the stone. 

E*orgot to ask in former letter for some Batavia vinegar — con- 
sider it cheaper than Dutch. Oiu* supply will not last longer than 
imtil the amval of the next return fleet. We furtlier find wanting 
in the Dromniedaris a keg with 1G4 yellow armlets marked K and 
a ton marked o^. Invoice does not say wliat it contains. Also 

a case of matches marked No. 9. In its place we have found a 
case No. 163, which bein? light we supposed to contain the 
matches — found it to contain paper box^'s covered with shavings. 
Believed them to contain amber or other valuable articles. Closed 
the box again and forwarded it to you per Drommednnft, Box will 
no doubt be missed in other ships, and has been wrongly shipped 
hither instead of the matches, caused evidently by the hurry of the 
lightermen at Texel. 

(Signed) J. v. Bierbeck. 

Uape of Good Hope, 25th May, 1652. 

list of papers sent to India per Drotnniednm on 25th Ma» 
1652. 

No. 1. Original letter to the India Council, dated 25th May, 
165:^. 

2. Copy of original letter sent per Reijgevy dated 16tli May, 
1652. 

3. Copy of journal since departure of WalHsy Oliphant an<l 
Beyger, 

4. Invoice of iron transshipped from the Ghede Hoop into tlie 
Reijger. 

5. Invoice of money received by Skipper David Coninck from 
Riebeeck. 

6. Memo, of things on board the Drommedaria for Batavia. 

7. Memorial of F. Verburgli. 






P\ \ No. 7 — Batavia — To the Governor-General and Council 

' ^ T 

I OF India. 

30th May, Thoiigh nothing particular has happened since the departure of 
the DrommednriSy we cannot let the Hoffvan Zeelandt leave without 
sending a few lines and copies of our last letter of the 25th, with 
annexures forwarded per Dvommedamy which we trust wiU t ach 
you safely under the Providence of God, Amen. 
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Opening our boxes we found suoh heavy hinges as if we intended 
to build the biegeat houses in tho world. We cannot use them for 
our lightly built dwellings, but they may be of service for eelUr 
(loorB, gates, &o. We therefore humbly request jou to Houd us 
some light window and door hinges. W-' enn spare a good lot of 
heavy ones, which we may send to Batavia if ordered. 

The men are more and more attaofccd by dysentery and heavy 
fever, and dying. This delays tlie pi-ogresa of the works. 'W'e 
have, however, taken no men from this shiij and will see to get on 
the best way we can; and as hitlieiio we have not yet obtained 
any uattle from the natives, we will send five or sis of our strongest 
men to shoot harts or elands for the sick and the preservation of 
the health of the others. Our crops are likewise nut yet ooming on 1 
In-cause of the cold and long drouglit. A lot of seed has also been 1 
spoilt, so that we are doing our best tn reai' new seed and prepare I 
much land, so that we may sow a gieat deal, and have iin ubundant ' 
siipply for the pai^sing ships. 

Some boxwood and heavy phiiiks will be I'equired fnr the jetty 
and doors of the looks in the river, which could be so aiTangeil that 
in iKiurse of time the boats might sail up the river right to the 
fresh water. For thi.s and other matters we i>xpect tho things asked 
per Wiikis and Oliphimt in our letter of tlie 15th by the following 
retmu ships, &o. 

(Signed) J. v. HiKJiKHrK. 

Cape of Good Hope, 30th May, 1652. 

»Iji8t of papers sent by Riebeeck to India per Hoff' m/i Zeelnwlt. 
No. 1. Original letter to the Governor and Council. 
2. Copy of original letter per Dro/imir/laris, and dated 2JtIj 
May. 1652. 

3. Continuation of journal since departing of WdlriH. O/ip/nmf. 
Re\i'j<-i- and Drommeilnris. 
^^^4, Invoice of money received by Skipper I)avid Coninck finm 
BStiebeeck. 
■^ 6. Memo, of goods in the Dromme-MrtH tor Batavia. 

^K4^0- t*. IksTRL:CTIONS TO BK ObSKRVEU »Y THE OFKitKKS Of lUK 

B^ " GoEDE Hoop " on the voyage to St. Heles.\ anu 

^ Saldanha Bays and the aiuoinim. Llanw, to kxplorv: 

THE CXJASTS ANI* FIND OPPDRTVXrriES FOK TllAiUNG, &(.'. 

Whereas it appears from a certain extract received at home from i 
Wingurla that some years ogo a Portuguese vessel destined for 
Goa had touched at Saldanha Bay, about 20 miles to the north of 
this Cape, and for white copper had obtained a fair quantity of 
gold, amber and ivoiy, without any further inquiry having been 
afterwards made by the Portuguese — it lying beyond their district ; 
and whereas the late Governor-General van der Lyn informed us 



last year at Amsterdam that a certain small Frfuch vessel had met 



no 

i65'J. bhn at St. Helena with a oargo on board worth a ton of gold, 
^ oonsiBting of furs and oil taken at Daasen Island, whioh we supixMe* 
14th October. ^ ^ jij^ Elizabeth, Ijdng before Saldanha Bay, about seven or 

eight miles away from this to the north, yery full of roc^-rabbits 
and seals, as may be gathered from the journals of the Admiral 
Joris Spilbergen, who took three days to reach the Cape from that 
place in Sept., 1601 ; and eight days from the bay of St. HeUiia 
in 32§° South Latitude, ^ind whereas everywhere along the 
African coast as far as the Ilha Eh'zabeth he had also found good 
anchorage, and from the fires burning everywhere on shore deduced 
that people lived there ; we have consequently decided to despatch 
the yacht thither, as she is doing nothing at present, in accoraance 
with resolution of 24th ult., in order to discover what trade may be 
initiated, and that we may have some certain information to send 
home per return fleet. 

Wind and weather permitting, you will leave to-morrowy passing 
between Bobben Island and the mainland straight to Slha 
Ehzabeth, always sounding to know what bottom there is, as good 
sandy anchorage is to be found on the Eastern side between it and 
the mainland, and within gunshot of the island in 16 fathoms, 
according to Spilbergen. 

But before this you shall proceed round the point to the little 
bay towards the south (Hout Baj), discovered Dy the mate, and 
reported by him and the late bookkeepers Helm and Yerbui^h as 
a very serviceable harbour and protected from all winds. K lias 
very good timber, easily obtainable wd very necessary here. 
Without difficulty you may pay it a visit, and especially because 
it is supposed at home that there are some bays or havens behind 
this Cape where private Mozambique traders from Porttgal i*n\l 
for refreshments — and this may be one of them. 

In sailing away you shall ctirefuUy make observations regaxdiii^ 
the grounds, depths, bays, coves and rivers between this and the 
other places mentioned, making separate and complete charts, with' 
full descriptions and indications also of everything that happ^s 
on the waj, and regarding all lands passed, for information of the* 
Directors and the India Council. 

You will therefore ecu^ef ully examine everything, and especially 
take care that you are always on your guard 3iat you be not 
attacked unawares by savages or other enemies or hypooritieal 
friends ; and we will provide you for your better defence with two 
strong soldiers, well armed, whom you shall keep under strict 
discipline with your other men, that no harm be done to the 
natives. You shall do your best to make them well dispositioned 
towards us, that we may the better discover what profits may be 
secured to the Company. 

Having arrived at any place, and in the first place at Illha 
Elizabeth, &c., you shall make the following observations : — 

1. The exact latitude and longitude of the said islands, bays 
and rivers. 
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2. The depth of the ouchomge there. 

3. In what manner or in what quarter there will be the best , 
security against Btorms and winds. 

4. How far the rivers or bays are navigable, and with what 
kind of Tessel. 

5. What kind of people is iownl at the various localities, and in 
how far they are to W tnisted. 

6. What means of supporting life there are, and how obtainable. 

»7. Espeoially whether auy gold, amber, ivory, musk, ostrich 
leathers and other merchandise, als<^ cows, sltee]', ])ige, fowls, and 
other animals are obtainable and what kind of merohandise. Also 
in what way tlie trade is to be conducted. 

8. Whether tlie oowrif s iire taken there as on the coasts of 
Angola, not far from if. 

»9. Whether any oivet cats are to he had — which we trust will 
be the case, as we hive seen many here in the wilderness. 
10. Whether any liides of cattle or game can be bought from 
the natives. To find out one thing and another, you will take with 
you 56 lbs. tobacco, or one roll ; 154 lbs. yellow copper, conaisting 
of 57 pieces of flat, weighing 71 lbs. ; 1 roll of wire, weighing 40 
lbs, ; 1 roll tliick wire, weighing 36 lbs. ; 20 armlets, weighing 7 
lbs.; 2 pieces oajierias; 2 pieces guinea linen; 20 red caps; 54 
knives, viz., if^ bread and 8 razors; 4 iron bars found in the 
yacht. 

In trading you ai-e not to be too liberal, jis our worst wares are 
often considered by them to be the most valuable. You have 
therefore to pay i>articular attention to what they seem to like best. 
A head of cattle is ordinai-ily obtained here for two small or 
large copper plates like those givLQ you, likewise for wire in pro- 
portion ; but to draw them the more readily, you may in the 
commenoement be a little more liberal, that is to say, if you cannot 
obtain it in any other way. 

Sheep are ordinarily bought for as much tobacco or wire as the 
tbeep is long with its tail. 

Tusks per piece for a span or IJ do. of tobaooo, according to 
size. 

Musk ^"ill verj" lUcely he ohtaiued for tobacco, but if they should 
want copper for it you may give it, taking care that you get a 
good article — for which purpose we annex a description, to enable 
you to test it. 

Tou may also give cupper for amber, if you cannot obtain it in 
a cheaper manner. If you find gold among them, you must not 
show that you are too anxious to have it, as it is possible that they 
may consider copper as valuable — a matter to be carefnlly inquired 
into. 
^ Of ostrich feathers you may also obtain some, viz., very fine 
^L points, which, as Herry the Hottento, who speaks broken English, 
^B lells us, are to he had for a small ]iieoe of bread or bad tobacco. 
^^ Vol. V. 
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i^i2 You shall likewise now and tlien show them wliat wares jou 

- ~ have, to find out what they like best, that we may be infonned of 
^' one thing and another for the good of tlie Company in future. 

If any good timber shoidd be obtainable anywhere you must try 
and bring with you as much as you can carry, also whatever joii 
think may be of service and profit 

If it should happen (which we do not hope) that in the said 
bays and elsewhere no trade or people are found, you shall not 
delay or proceed further along the coast, but retium from the bay 
of St. Helena and on the way touch at Ilha Elizabeth, killing as 
many seals HiBte as you can stow the blubber of in your casks. 
For this purpose we give you 16 firkins and half leaguers, iron 
bound, also caI aums. You are to dr^' the skins at the same time 
and bring them with you, as many as you can take on boards to 
cover the expenses of the trip. The skins are to be properly flayed 
and cleaned of all blood and fat, and kept pure and clean to pre- 
vent putrefaction, a matter of great consequence. Time therefore 
should be taken for the work instead of lying idle here. You 
are accordingly most seriously urged to do your best in this and 
other matters for the benefit of the Company, without minding the 
grumbling of the sailors and soldiers because the work is dirty or 
difficult. Everyone, especially the officers, should consider that 
the Company's food ana money are to be earned, and they are 
consequently bound by honour and oath to do their best in the 
interest of their masters without reference to body, life, trouble, 
heeLvy or light labour, as the Company do not like to sacrifice their 
money and food to icQeness. 

Whilst busy at the island you shall also dig wells to procure fresh 
water, which may be most likely obtainable there, it being a low 
sandy island with little vegetation; and very stormy on the 
western side, but on the eastern portion towards the mainland it hafr 
fine sandy soil to hold the anchor in 16 fathoms witliin gunshot 
from shore — according to Spilbergen. 

Of the rock-rabbits, which are also, according to Spilbergen, in 
great abundance there, you shall collect as mapy skins as possible 
as samples for Holland and India. 

When you have a fair careo of seal skins, blubber and rabbit 
skins, you shall, a few days before your departiure home, try and 
catch and bring with you as many live rock-rabbits as possibly, to 
be used as food by the men here, in consequence of the want of 
victuals. You are not to pass the Bobben Island, but touch Chare 
when returning, to kill there as many seals as you can mt and so 
bring as much additional blubber and skins as possible. Skins 
may be prepared here, that we may have more on hand when the 
ships arrive. Do not mind a little stench or dirt, as these things 
are of great importance to the Company, because of the profits 
which mev will bring in Netherland and India. The Masters will 
therefore be well served and you will gain honour and reputation, 
^erever you touch you are to put up signs of possession having 
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been taken by the Company, especially ^^•he^ever some profit can 1662. 
be made. - — , 

As these are the chief matters of our instructions at present, we ^' 

leave the rest to your experience and zeal, assured that you will do 
your best for the Company, conducting yourselves as honest and 
zealous servants, &c. 

(Signed) J. van Bibbebck. 

Fort of Good Hope, 14th Oct., 1652. 

list of papers riven to Skipper Turver of the Oood Hope : — 
No. 1. Onginal Instructions for the officers of tlie yacht, 14th 
Oct., 1652. 

2. Invoice of merchandise datum at supra, 

3. Extract from Journal of Spilber^en regarding the discovery 
and description of the African coast aoout the bay of St. Helena, 
in Nov., 1601. 

4. Extract from our Instructions received from the Masters 
regarding the war with Portugal. 

5. Copy of interdict regarding the war with Spain, &c. 

6. Description of the test for musk and amber to be found oa 
the coast, as we hope. 

No. 9.-*FURTHEB INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE YACHT 

" QoEDE Hoop," again proceeding to Saldanha Bay 
AND the Islands to search for trade and catch 
seals, &c. 

Having observed the good success of your first trip in finding 27th Nov. 
the dried seal skins on a certain island within St. Helena Bay and 
evidently left by the French — we have yesterday by Resolution 
decided to send you back in order to have a large supply of seal 
skins for the return fleet ; also blubber. For tiiis purpose you 
take seven additional iron-hooped firkins with you — ^that the 
expenses of our masters may be met as much as possible, according 
to fall particulars in the first Instructions, according to which you 
are to act, excepting in the case of St. Helena B^, which you 
shall not visit because of the danger of doing so. You shall not 
ffo further than Saldanha Bay for seeking profits for the Company. 
For this purpose you have 25 men, and am^ng them two SKilled 
cleaners and two skilled fiayers. You shall place 16 men under 
provisional Corporal J. v. Qrylich (? Gulick) on the islets at the 
mouth of the Bay, which you shall name the Saldanha Bay Bobben 
Island, because of the multitude of seals there. You shall take 
care that the tools are used for the skins in the manner indicated 
by those brought wdth you — the fat to be thoroughly scraped off, 
and the skins stretched out and fixed with pins to dry. Poles and 
dabs have been obtained from the forest, and also curriers' knives, 
that everything may be done well and carefully. You shall also 
diUgenfly inquire what trade may be initiated, and keep with you 

I 2 
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1662. on board nine men to carry jon to and fro. The bookkeeper 
-- Verburgh is io undertake the trade and keep accounts, and be voiir 
second in CooncD. As the former cargo may be required, notning 
particular having been ti^en from it, you will take it again with 
more tobacco, as the former lot was spoilt. You will also bring 
some shark skins, plentiful in that bay, that we may see whether 
it be of the kind taken in Japan, for which four or five tail are 
paid. Also all kinds of fish or ray skins, which are hard, sharp or 
thick. You shall carefully examine into everything wliieh may 
possibly bring any profit. This may secure you great honour a^ 
the first discoverers of farther means of securing profit. 

And should there be any lazy workmen they must be kept to 
the work by serious, continual and often also ** feeling " admoni- 
tions. This is strongly urged upon the officers, who are responsible 
for everything, the more so as there will be no reason to complain 
•on that island of scarcity of food, because of the quantity oi fisli 
and nicely flavoured rock-rabbits obtainable there. 

As we gather from your report that some Saldanha natives 
•or beach-rangers had requested to be placed on the Saldanha S3al 
Island to kill seals, you shall allow it, and find out whether they 
are inclined to do it for the Company, as we fear that they may 
have done it for the French, who may have given them the meat. 
This is to be carefully attended to, and a trial made to get more 
skins. 

When your quantity is complete, and the skins are ready for 
packing, you shall do your best to get them here before the arrival 
of the return fleet. You will therefore leave Saldanha Bay on the 1 st 
of February, without coming hither in the meanwhile, as too much 
time is wasted by sailing to and fro — imless your cargo is ready 
before that time. You will bring all the men with you to prevent 
an unexpected attack from the French, who might be indmed to 
revenge themselves, when not finding the skins miich they had left 
behind. Therefore you should always be on your guard against 
them and other enemies without hindering or otherwise showing 
^em ill feeling, unless you are first attacked, when you are allowed 
to defend yourselves. 

Any sheep obtained at St. Helena Bay you shall land on Ilha 
Elizabeth and also on Bobben Island, ccdled Cornelia, situated 
before this (Table) bay ; among them two or three rams for breed- 
ing purposes, also some live rock-rabbits, as before this has been 
done by the English and Admiral Matelief , when it was found that 
they answered there very well —that when the natives fail us we 
may be able to depend upon ourselves in course of time. To oat<jth 
the rabbits alive and in quantity you may fix nets to long poles, 
with wliicli they are easily caught. 

The whaleboat accompanying you, you shall keep with the 

vessel, to carry you to and fro. The ship's boat is to be used for 

^rrying the sUns on board, but whaleboats are too valuable for 

lis wont — they are therefore not to be employed for carrying cargo. 



I 
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Last lime you forgot to dig for fresli water ou llha Elizabeth, 
and ereot signs of having taken possession there and everyv'here in , 
the bay. This is of great importance, and should have been your 
firi-t pare. The island in .Saldanha Bay wbb named " Proffyt." 
Toil liltennse neglected to make perfect dmwinga of tlie eoant and 
liiiys, according to instnictions, whieli you ought to read and bear 
in mind more c-arefully, as it is our order that tliey shall be 
promptly carried out, for proper draningM are to be made of 
e verj'f bin g and sent to Holland and India for the information of 
out masters and for their giiidanoe. You are tlierefore to pay cai-e- 
ful attention not only to thia but to every one of our ordent, 
as what they contain is in our opinion for the hest interests of tlie 
Ciimpany, which ought to be of as much importance to yourself. 
Toil are also recommended to obey our orders implicitly, for 
what you may consider as of no account, may be found to be of 
very great benefit to the Company. For iuf^tance. the shark skina 
in such abundance there (Saldanha Bay), aud so Httle valued 
by you. and for wliicli we liave seen paid as miicli as 15 guldens 
each in Japan. And what does it matter if everything be skin-s 
only, as long as we can secure profit to the tViupany. No selec- 
tion of menihandise shouhl hii considered to" bad or unimportant. 
Profit is the main point, Tlierefore take thin and our preceding 
order to heart. This would satisfy us and servo our masters. 

As tliere is great desire for tobacco among the men, you shall 
promise a span of tobacco for every 100 skins per man — skins to be 
flayed, cleaned and dried — to make them more zealous in collecting, 
^■ia., 10 men having 100 skins to have each one span of tobacco — 
giving this estra tobacco only as long as )-our supply lasts — more 
you must not promise, as tobacco is dear, and it ought to be earned. 

You shall during your stay on the Island Eliaibotb collect the 
fat f>f tile roek-rabbits, as the surgeon stati-s that it is worth four or 
five stivers per lb. in Hollan<l. You shall keep them in kegs as 
samples to be sent home. Tlie skins are to be cured in the same 
manner as those of tin' seals, as they will very likely be worth 
money. At any rate it will show that we have done our best to 
find profit for the Company wherever we could. 

Wo depend further upon your zeal, trusting that yon will do 
your duty. Wish you a happy voyage for the advantage of our 
masters, &c. 

(Signed) J. V. RiRiiEEcK. 

Fort of Good Hope, 27th Nov., 1652. 



RESOLUTIONS. 

December 30, 1651.— Prayer. merciful, kindly, loving God 

and Heavenly Father, inasmuch as it hath pleased Thy divine 

Majesty to call us to tlie management of tlie business of tiie 

General United Netherlands Chartered Eiist India Company here 
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1651. at Cabo de boa Esperance, and for that purpose we have met with 
3othD ^^^ Council of Assessors in order with their advioe to adopt such 

^' iiesolutions by which the greatest interests of the said Ootaipany 
Tinay be promoted^ justice maintained, and (if possible) amoni^ these 
wild and brutal people Thy true reformed Chrifltian doetrme in 
•course of time may be planted and spread to the glory and honour 
of Thy Holy Name and the welfare of our Masters the Chiefs — 
whereunto we are altogether incapable without Thy gracious hek) — 
we therefore pray Thee, Most Ghracious Father, that Tnou 
mayest dwell A\ilh us with thy Fatherly wisdom, and presiding at 
these our meetings, so enlighten our hearts, that all wrong passions, 
misunderstandings and other similar failings, ma^ be waroed from 
«LB ; that our hec^ may be free from all hxunan influences and oyx 
minds so constituted, that in our deliberations we may not intend 
-or decide otherwise than what will tend to the magnifying and the 
-glory of Tliy Most IIolv Name and the greatest seivioe of our 
Lords and Masters, witnout in any way regarding our own in- 
terests or personal profit. This and whatever more may be 
necessary to carry out our ordained work, and for salvation, we 
pray and desire in the name of Thy well beloved Son, Our Saviour 
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, Who has 1 aught us to pray — Our 
Father, &c. 
30th Dec. December 30. — Heavy westerly wind — the Drammedaris so light 
that it is impossible to carry the necessary sail. Counoil held with 
Skippers of Re'jger and Boop and officers of the ship. Dangerous 
Qondition of vessel considered, and resolved, as laying-to would be 

1652. of 1^0 use, to call at an English harbour to provide the Dromnwdam 
— with some ballast and thence proceed as fast as possible. 

jZOthJany. Saturday, January 20, 1652.— Safely proceeded to 18^*^ N. 
latitude. Counoil held as before with Skippers of Reyger and 
Hoop to consider whether it will be necessary to call at the Cape 
Teide Islands, which, with Qod in the van, we trust to reach 
to-morrow, and inquire whether there are any sick people on board 
to refresh the crews. 

This spot once passed no place of call will be found until the Cape 
is reached. The salt food might lead the men to expect a landing, 
to keep up their strength for the labour required for the fort. 
Arrived at the Cape, it may be necessary to rest the men for some 
days that they may gain strength for their work, which is to be 
taken in hand at once ; and as the oldness of the food has not yet 
;affected tlio men, two or four days' sojourn at the Islands may so 
refresh the men that they will arrive at the Cape quite strong and 
hearty, and commence to work at once. In this manner the Reijger 
and Drommedntis may be forwurded much sooner from the Cape to 
Batavia^for the stronger and healthier our men are, the€00ner and 
better we shall be able to proceed with the work. AH this having 
•been carefully considered, and we having been inlormed that the 
crews of the three sliips were well and strcmg, it was uQianimoosly 
Wed to proceed direct towards the Cape and not touch at the 
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L Islands. Hope the Almiglity will |irotec( us Jiiid gmnt us ii siil'^ 

rovage. Amen. 

March "29. — R-'iJijer and IIooo aome days far to leeward and ; 

"eoutherly. Had for three or four days no opportunity to take 

'the sun's altitude. Glueas that we have enough of south latitude 

to Btrike the Oape with an Eastern oourae. Coiincil asaembled to 

inqmre into the difference between the ohservations and to come to 

an understanding about the course to be taken for reaohtng the 

t Oape, that at the end of the vuyage we may not part eomjiany. 

^RSkippers and mates oome on hoard. Found the average latitude 

[34 S. and longitude 22 J^'. Resolved to reach 34° 20' S. and 

ribeuce steer for the Cajw together. May God grant tib His holy 

■uidance, and good progress. Amen. 

Monday, April 8. — Safe arrival at the Cape on the 6th and 7th 

^of April, 1652, to establish here, according to the orders of the 

HJ^utch East Iu<lifi Comjiany, and for that Company, a general 

^*endezvou8 ; im that purpose we ai'e to select the most suitable 

F^ite on whii'h to build a defensible fortress under the prote<'fion of 

■wtioh we have to take possession of such lands as are required for 

■cultivation, and the breeiling of all kinds of cattle, in order to 

refresh the ships; all the materials are in the ships, and every 

land will he required that can be s|iared. Following Resolutions 

consequently adopted by the chief merchant Johftn van Kiebeeck and 

the Council convened hy him Riebeeok to land with the Skippers 

Davit Coninck. Johan Tloipghsaet, Syroon Turver and some armed 

soldiers to inspeit and fix upon a site — as was done provisioually 

yesterday — for the fortress, to commence work as soon as possible 

and be in a state of defence, that the ships may leave for Batavia. 

^_ jUie Beijgfr and Drnmmr.hrk shall eaoh retain 36 men on board to 

^Kttnload the vessels and fetch water and ballast; the yacht to have 

^^Ul men; all told 8^) men. Ea<'h phall, when the weather is 

^^^Tourable, fish with its own aein, that the men on shore may 

femuD at their work — the one that has caught much being obliged 

to aliare witli the other tliat has cAught little. To labour on shore 

the Di-ommeiiarh shall provide 50 men ; the Reijger shall provide 

39 men ; and the Goi-ile. Hoop shall provide 5 men ; mitking a 

total (including 'ooks ami carpenters) of 100 men; besides the 

offioers, assistants, chief barbers, &c. To further the works more 

rapidly, all the carpenters sliall be set to work to commence a 

serviceable dwelling-house and store within the precincts of the 

fort. Regardinff taterers, each party shall take on shore their own 

oook or bis assistant to prej)ari' food for the men twice a day, and 

give every one three halt-quarterns of wine every day, that all 

may be treated alike, and there be no cause for grumbliop. 

Neoesaity of having a regular wutch considered. Resolved that 

all ahall equally be bound to mount gusfd — soldiers and sailors, 

including carpenters — not one excepted, that it may not be said 

that one has hivnler labour than another. Hence for arming the 

uilon eight mu-iketa will be landed from the Dro/iimfidirrU and six 



8th April. 
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1662. from the Reijger^ with sabres and belonffings for use on guard — ih^ 
soldiers to have their own arms. BesoTved also, in order to oarrj 
out these instructions, to publish a placoaat in acoordanoe with the 
above Resolutions for the information of those on board and on 
shore* 

19th April. Friday, April 19.— Chiefs of Salamander give notice of the 
speedy departure of that vessel to Holland, vid St. Helena, in the 
name of the Lord. Letters for the Directors prepared and ready. 
Bead and signed by the Coimcil. Besolved to entrust them to 
the commanders of the said ship for delivery, also to take on shore, 
as ordered by the Govemor-Geueral and Council of India, the men 
found secreted on board — ^Frederick Yerburgh, assistant, and ihe 
boys Jan Willemsz : Bobbel of Delff and Cornells Comelissen of 
Rotterdam — ^for the present to be employed on land at the works 
of the fortress. 

nth May. Saturday, May 11. — ^Not more than 60 men daily at work, 
retarding greatly the progress of the ioi% postponing for a long^ 
while the completion of the same, and keeping us defenceless. 
Departure of the Drofnmed^m and Rei/ger to Batavia will 
necessitate the diminution even of that number, as the ships cannot 
proceed short-handed. Arrival of the Waivis and Oliphant on the 
7th ult. with many sick. Some of them brought on shore for 
refreshments. Besolved by the full Council to select from the 
said vessels the weakest and thinnest* to be left here and sent on by 
the following ships from Holland. From the Walvis 30 men; 
from the Oliphanty 20 men ; total 50 men. All victualled for three 
months — so that when well aeain they may assist the few left 
behind by the DromniedartB and the Reyger to work at the fort and 
assist to place it more speedily in a state of defence. That all may 
be well supplied, and the food sent from Holland to the Cape, 
somewhat economized it is understood, that for its thirty men me 
Walvis shall land 1,400 lbs. bread, 1 barrel meat, 1 l^rrel pork, 
^ aum oil, | aum vinegar, some salt, 270 cans of wine, 8 casks 
barley or peas, and some stockfish, for three months. And the 
Oliphant 1,000 lbs. bread, 1 cask meat, 1 cask pork, ^ aum oil, i 
aum vinegar, some salt, 1^0 cans of wine, some stockfish, 2 casks 
of barley or peas, also for three months. Biebeeck to pass 
receipts for the same to the commanders. Among the 20 men of 
the Oliphant are to be reckoned the imder barber Leendert Leen- 
dertsz, transferred to the Drommedaris and to proceed to Batavia. 
Tlie boatswain Symon Comelisz : transferred from the Beijger to 
the Ooede Hoop to do his work on the latter as bailmaker, for 
wliich object his salary is increased from 10 to 14 gulden per 
month, and for which he shall serve out his time. The outward 
bound fleet every moment expected. May be greatly assisted by 
the crews whilst at anchor, without interfering with tiieir ordinary 
work, to complete the fortress to the great benefit of the Company, 
and assist the few men still in good health, who are con- 
tinually at work and getting fairly tired of it. Besolved 
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"immediately after their arrival to propo-e to llie commnnders of the 
fleet and earnestly urge upon them flie n-i-wasity that they shiiU 
durine their stay here send as mixay men on sliore as may be 
Mpared without interfering with the taking iu of water, &o., that so 
the fortress may be sooner completcil and the wliale fishery and 
other neoesssary matters taken in hand moiv jspeeilily for the bene- 
fit of the Company and its siipporter^'. Will have tedious and 
disheartening labour with so few men, unless assisted with more 
liands for a gooil while. But this will be iinneoeKsury with the 
^laei.stanoe at hand of the passing sliips, by whioh everything; oould 
soon be completed and a smaller gan'Isi .n kept here, so that some 
of the men oould be sent away to Batavia, as nc intend doing at 
the first opportunity, for the benefit of the Compiny. Also to 
require from the ships mentioned some tilings hiffhly necessary for 
the works, &o. Sr>me rope for the yacht — or rather a cable for it 
ill its dangerous position. Some food for the heavily working 
men — and in oaae of refusal to protest with justice iigain.st what- 
ever losfl, &c., the Company may in consequence suffer. 

Wednesday, September 4. — Misbehaviour of Corporal Joost van 
der Laeck, who in consequence has been uppiehended. Neoessity 
of appointing another to the vacancy. Paulii.'< Petkauw of Dantrio, 
oadet, who has for many years served the Company in India, 
appointed provisional sergeant, and Willem MuUer, cadet, likewise 
a fine sober person, to be provisional corpoml, vice Paulua Petkauw, 
[ivomoted, that the good order and discipline among the sailors and 
6i>ldier8 may not be infringed or injured. And whereas the 
Council is rather small in number, it »'as decided to appoint a 
judicial committee to try the charges brought by the Commander 

rinst van der Ijiieok, accused of opposition to, and defaming the 
raoter of the Commander, greatlj' damaging the authority 
v&ecessary for the latter in the diseharg-- of his dutiea. It was 
■resolved to appoint the following persons to try the said case : the 
' skipper of the yacht, Symou Turver, as president ; Gerrit Abelseu, 
mate of the yacht ; Pauliis Petkauw and Jan vnn Gulyck, provi- 
sional corporals; before whom Iliebeeek slmll lay his charges 
through the assistant Pieter van der Helm, appointed pro^^Hi6nal 
(tan'al — tliat justice may be done. 

Tuesday, September 24. — Works with Gtod's help so far 
advanced that we ore at present in a fair way of defenve against 
attacks of these natives. Necessary consequently to look about for 
some sources of profit to reimburse the Company for their costs 
liitherto. Decided that the yacht Goo'/ Ilojw, wliioh is at present 
doing nothing, and can be easily spared, should proceed to the 
Ii^land Elizabeth, wliich is full of seal> and ro<k-rabbit» (wli'.rie 
skins ore fit for fur, and carcases to extract oil from), about seven 
or eight miles from this to the north ; also to go theuoe to the 8t. 

E"" ' ma Bay, situated on 32J" of S, Liiitude, and Saldanlia Bay, 
t 33^^ of .S. latitude, for further discoveries as regards the 
between this and those places : al-o to inquire whether any 
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16^. txade be possible for tlie Company in tbose parts, as bj extract 
24*h"fiflnt ^^^''^ letter firom Wingurla, signed by Skipper Davit Claesz : in 
^^' 1661, and received at home per the Reijgery it appears that a 
Portuguese vessel some years ago had visited the Saldanha Bay 
and bought for old copper, gold, amber and elej^nts' tusks, and 
from Oeneral Van der Lyn at Amsterdam, that last year a spmll 
French vessel had met him at St. Helena, which had shipped at 
the plaoes named a cargo of f lurs and oil of the value of a ton of 
gold — which is likewise known to Skipper Turvor. It likewise 
appears from the journals of Joris Spilbergen that he had been in 
1601 in the montli of . . . .at those places, had seen fires 
inland, showing the presence of people, and thought that very 
likely civet or musk and tusks might be obtained from them — 
which we have seen some of tlie savages wearing around their nedcs 
— whilst Herry tells us that those of Saldanha are well provided 
with these articles and mth tusks. Spilbergen also states that said 
Island Elizabeth is full of seals fit for producing an immense 
. quantity of oil. Tlie skins would, as stated by well<anformed 
persons at home, be worth a rix-dollar or three «nlden per piece. 
The rock-rabbits have fine and valuable skins which alone would 
cover the costs of the voyage, if no trade could be established any- 
where. Eesolved to start the yacht at the oommencemant of next 
month in the name of the Lord, with as many casks to hold the 
blubber as we can spare, and send a Hottentot boy, wiiii the per- 
mission of his parents, with the vessel to learn our language, and 
so in course ol time serve as interpreter. To provide them for 
additional security also with two healthy soldiers, hoping that the 
Almighty will bless the proposed work for the service and benefit 
of the Company. Ameii. 
2iid October. Wednesday, October 2nd. — Whereas Pieter Brackeniw, boat- 
swain, will not confess, after various examinations, that he had said 
when speaking cf the fugitives, that the anchor was gone and the 
cable would soon follow, and the witnesses dedare that they did 
not see him speaking but lieard his voice, on which it is hiurdly 
possible to depend, and as becau^ of his denial no further jproof 
can be obtained than tliat lie had acknowledged to have said that 
he wished he was with the deserters, but had said so in a joking 
manner, it is resolved to liberate him, but as he is a loose and ^rty 
prater, and not with quite clean hands, to drop him three times from 
the yard-arm and give liim 100 lashes on his wet posterior before 
the mast — as appears from the sentence. To depnve him hence- 
forth of the opportunity on shore to create discontent among the 
men, he is likewise ordered to proceed on board the yaoht, to seirve 
his time there. It was also resolved to sell the empty boxes and 
trifles belonging to the deserters and close their accounts, and con- 
fiscate the amounts wliicli they may still claim from the Company, 
their persons to be considered as rogues, who against honour and 
oath nave left the service. It was f urttier resolved to plaoe the 
train oil boilers at tlie Salt River, to be free from the smell at the 



.rt, and prevpnt any sioknefis wliich might result ; and for the i-iw. 
wurity of the boilers imd ranferials, to erect a small fort of titree „ > ~ , 
Pioods square — made of sods and mounting two four-pound«rs — to "" '"*"'"'• 
oe garriaoEed by the oil boilers and wliale fishermeu. This will 
also tend to give more strength and security to Table Bay and 
jfivers, all of wliich muy then be defended by our guns so well thnt 
%o one will be able to lanrl against our wish. Our sloops in the 
liver will be well secured and better than at the fort, where when 
"Hie N. W. wind blows they are often sunk and, when drawn on 
shore, buried under the sand. Tlie redoubt could be made without 
expense. 

Wednesday, October 9th. — Jan lilaux, Jan van Leyen, Willem »''> OutoWr. 

Huytjens and Gerrit Dirksz, alreaily three times examined, are 

iramined again for the fourth time and declare that they know nu 

Dore than they have already confessed. Resolved to settle their 

by verdict to-morrow and give them their well-deeerved 

punishment, to prevent mon- trouble and to frighten others, for 

ae greater security of the Company. The surgeon assistant 

/OrnelisHanz: Mayerpis to clear himself by oath from the charges 

^ught against him by the prisoners. 

Thursday, October 10. — Jau van Leyen sentenced to have a lOit Oc»l*i-, 

Bullet fired over his head. Jan Blanx to be keelhauled and receive 

100 lashes before the matt, both to be put in irons for two years ; 

Willem Hujijens and Gerrit Dirkse also to be put in irons for two 

years, for deserting and intending to proceed to Mozambique, a 

hostile country ; and because Jan Blanx had said that he would in- 

jui'e the Company as much as poEdble. Jan Leyen was the first to 

speak of deserting, and had persuaded the two others. Sentence 

to be carried out to-morrow. The chief surgeon, Adriaen de Jager, 

and the under surgeon Comelis Uanz : Mayerp, as no sufficient 

evidence has been obtained against them, are absolved, and Mr. 

Ck)melis is discharged from pnsou. 

Tuesday, October 15th. — Would have much desired, in coa- '-i'l' 'J'tubor, 
sequence of repeated orders, to take the soundings of Table Bay. 
Weather at present unfavourable for the purpose. Yacht jirepared 
to visit St. Helena and Saldanha Bays for further discoveries. 
Resolved to start the yacht to-morrow. 8!iall first visit the bay 
behind Table Mountain, lately discovered overland by the book- 
keepers Van der Helm and Verburgb. and afterwards also in their 
company by the mate of the yacht, and considered to be a fine 
well-shelteriid harbour, finer Lhnn Table Bay, entirely landlocked 
except in two places, having -5i thousand yards from it fine forests 
to which a level road might be made, and where perhaps a 
Mozambique privateer might be caught. Commander of the jracht 
instructed to mquire into all these matters and take careful sound- 
ings, making a careful drawing of the position of the forest and 
of the whole — for which they may remain away three days, when 
they shall return and commence the work of sounding Table Bay, 
then they shall proceed to St. Helena and Saldanha Bays between 
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1^'^ BcV&n Ifknd hxA the w^*^wiU»ul Iz.<rs£tic-ztf and inadiazidise, 
^ z^ 7Z K«dT a Lou while, mre now eiitn2sC€«i t ; tte c^ccn of the jaeht 
wilA proper mTowe. 
:>i. X T. Tundav, NoTember 26. — As it bani p^cued Gcd the Lord to 
aoquidnt nft. bj means of carefol mTcsd^dciu with the fine 
cfpoitimit J of oblaining teal skins sloul SAldanhs Bar* manifested 
ii: the 2,7w ikins found on a eettain island there, beantifol and 
hill of fiiia wc^jL from which seenunglr lazge f-rofits may aooroeto 
the O'jmf^nj, judging bv the expenaiTe azrangements made by 
the French for the purpoee. it is decided to send the yacht again 
to the said bars to hare a large sapplj of skins read v for the 
jcCnm fleet from the Island lying at the entrance of the bay. To 
hare the people at hand, as there are as many seals as on theUand 
Elizabeth, and at present n*:* more men can be ^pared^ from the 
wofks to proceed to Daasen Island. 16 men are to remain on the 
said Island to kill and flay the seals, and nine men on board to 
pass to and fro and inquire whether any trade can be es ta bli sh e d 
m the said bay, for iriudi shall be employed the little caigo on 
board. The yacht being ready and uoTided with more people 
and applianoes for the objeit in view, toe officers will be inabacted 
to leave to-mwrow. 
.5tL Ix. Thmsday, December 5. — ^ThicTing. noguexy and oth^ diity 
malprmctices among the common people, in spite of reiterated 
wsmingSy so much on the increase that nothing of the Company's 
property can be entmsted to aznr one, not eren the sentries, who 
are in dnty bound to prevent aU crime and inform their superiors 
of it. actx>rding to honour and oath as reqiiirtHi by the ^' artioul 
brieL** Instead of this they ai>^ dis^'overed to be the worst 
offenders. Necessary therefore to provide against this, hence 
resolved, for the greater security of the Company and the safety of 
the fortress to appoint a provost marshal to act when required 
as executioner — the more so as Jan FLeter^x Soen water, now in 
gaol, should be made a capital example of — ^not havinff hesitated, 
in ^ite of our orders published, to break from the wheelbarrows 
wliilk on guard, by means of his gun or pike, the CSompan^s 
copper, and steal the same to exchange it to toe natives for ostnch 
eggs, roots and other rubbish. ^^mVptig the Company's cattle 
trade. Hence to prevent such crimes we have appointed to the said 
oflioe Micdiiel Gleve of Straelsont. an able man. and of Ids own 
free will nrepared to accept the oflSce. Has promised to do^ his duty 
in every tning, as orditred by the laws— Iiis ^-ages being increased 
from 9 to 15 gulden per month, together with the emoluments at- 
tached to the office, according to the statutes of India 
^^^ lCondajr> December 9. — ]£ittys de Haes leaves his post when on 
guard during the night between the 4th and 5th. in spite of our 
repeated warnings, to go and steal turnips in the Company's 
gudens. The next morning for fear of punishment he runs to Uie 
■«di^ and returning during the night enters the carpenter's house 
f tlis fwt, breaks open tliree or four boxes there and steals 



the contents. Had before this been guilty of Tarious thefts, but 
each time been excused with a light punishment because of liis 
honest parents, Being examined ne aoknoivledged the otfenoes. 
declaring tliat lie had acted in despair and because he was daily 
called a thief. As, liowever, such offences are of very serious con- 
sequence, aid to deter others, he should be punished most rieo- 
rously. It was resolved, as our Council, in consequence of the 
absence of the yaobt, is very small, and the case is a very difficult 
one to deal with, to keep the prisoner in irons until the arrival of 
the return fleet from India in eight or nine weeks' time, and then 
to hand him over to the Commander and his Council. 

ATTESTATIONS. DECLARATIONS, AND AFFIDAVIT©. 

4th September, 1652. — The undersigned declare that the Com- 
mander and a party had l>een out picnicking at the side of tlie 
river in the coiise, about an eiglith of an hour's walk from tlie fort ; 
that the Commander having a headache after having caught some 
fish, which it was the intention to partake of on tliat spot, Corporal 
van der Laeck ordercl flie drummer to beat the drum, but was re- 
quested by Eiebeeok not to do so as he could not bear the noi^. 
The Corporal being drunk would not listen, and lalled Riebeeok a 
dioU follow (Commandeur gij zijt een drollige Carel}, threatening 
to Uiraeh the drummer if he desisted. Eiebeeck was compelled in 
consequence personally to order the drummer to desist and go 
home ; the latter was followed by thi Corporal tliraaliing him with 
the i:'8ne. Tlie Coqioral thereupon returned to the table, plaued in 
tlie little cojise to eat the fisb at, and grumbled, saying that 
the Commander had no right to order the drummer; that he alone 
had it ; and if there had been war, he would have ordered the 
drummer to beat as long as he liked, without inquiring whether or 
not it pleased Eiebecik. Tlie latter tried bard to quiet him, and 
told him that there was peare and no war, and that liis head could 
not stand the noise. But the Corporal replied " Commander, you 
are a tool " ; whereupon he was ordered to leave the company, and 
go to the fort ; he would, however, not go, and continued his saucy 
conversation, threfl times repeating it tbat the Commander was a 
fool. ShOTtly afterwards tliiee or four Hottentot* arrived v,Hh 
some fine crayfi^li for the Commander, and escorted I^y the drummer 
who had met them on his way to tlie fort. The Corporal again 
attai.'ked the drummer witli bis cano, and made eiich a noise, 
in flpite of Iliebeeck'a orders to the contrary, that not only the 
drummer, but also the natives, who could not understand what was 
the matter, ran awaj-, and so prevented Kiebeeck from returning 
their attentions, as \vaB his ordinair custom, with a present of 
tobacco and food, in order to gain tbeir aHection and oonfideme. 
The Corporal is consequently the cause of the natives having been 
made somewhat afraid of us, and the Commander being very much 
put out by bis conduct, leaves for the fort, the whole party break- 
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1652. ing up — Signed bj P. van der Helm, F. Yerburgh, Jellis Frede* 
-r rik, Joost Carstenaz and Symoud Hujbrechtsz. And as witneawa 
^ ^ ' by Hendryok Hendryokae and Jacob Dircksz Spaaz. — The above 
declaration is confirmed by oath. 

4th Si^pt. 4th September, 1652. — Dedaration of the undersignedy that 
Corporal Joost van der Laeck returning to the fort searched for the 
drummer, and running after him like a madman thradied him 
severely. Being told that the Commander was coming he answered 
'^ Who cares for the Commander P He may be Commander of the 
fort, but I am Commander of the soldiers. I have had enough of 
the Commander," &o., all being expressions savouring noune of 
mutiny than becoming obedience. — Siened by Qerrit AbelBen, 
Cornells Jansz : Majarpand P. van der Helm, oeoretary. And as 
witness by Symon Pietersz : Turver. — The above confirmed by 
oath. 

2dthSept. 25th September, 1662. — Declaration of the undersigned^ that 
when spealkine toffcther about the desertion during the night of 
Jan Blanx and Wulem Huytjens, and likewise of Gerrit Diiksi : 
van Eisen and Jan van Leyden, Pieter Brackenier had said that he 
wished he was in their company, and uttered other words inoUning 
to mutiny and the creation of rebellion among the men, who miffht 
thus also be tempted to take a wrong course, instead of obeying 
their officers in accordance with the rules of honour and the oath 
taken by them as required in the ^' Articles " signed by them. — 
Signed by Willem Gterritsen and Switsert Teunisz : Pyl in preeence 
of P. van der Helm and the witnesses F. Yerburgh and Symon 
Huybrechts, 

26th Sept. 26th September, 1652. — Declaration of the undersigned, that 
Harman Yogelaer, sitting in the guard-house among the men had, 
said, ** To-day it is meat day, anl if justice were done we ought 
now to have meat and fish together, but instead meat is witUield 
and only fish is given. What can half a fish help a man P And if 
this continues I wish that no more fish are caught, or that there is 
not a single one in the river," and such like unnecessary prating. 
— Signed by Yalentyn Lehman and Pieter Witsin<^, in presence 
of P. van der Helm, Secretary, and the witnesses Jellis Fiederik 
and Joost Carstensz. 

26th Spt. 26th September, 1662. — Declaration of the underaignod, that 
some days agq, Jan Swynshooft coming into the kitchen had said 
that Harman Yogelaer had incited the common pe<^le and told 
them that every day they have to work hard and do not get 
enough to eat, and that it is nobody's fault but that of Walvis, the 
butl^, and only penguins are served out instead of pork and meat. 
Said Swynshooft having been examined by the Court had 
acknowledged that Yogelaer had said ^'May the Devil take Walvis 
for withholding from us the pork, and giving us instead, penffuins 
without the knowledge of tne Commander." — Signed by Joost 
Carstenzs : and Sy brant Einckes, in presence of P. van der Helmi 
Secretary, and the witnesses F. Yerburgh and Pieter Witsinok. 



EDICTS (PLAKKATEN.) 

BvE^BY Commander Johan v\x Rieheeik and Colscil from 

THE 9th April, 1652, to the 14rn Oc-iokeb, 1652, "'■''- 

April 9, 1652. — Whereas we have been ordered by tlie Directors ■"!' AF'' 
Ik piijoeed to the Cape in the Drommeilarii. ike., and build a 
fortrees for the safety of the Company's poseeaaions there ; and 
whereas such a new undertaking, cs^iei'ially as regards the natives 
of that eoimtry, who are very brutal, slioiild w proceeded with 
with mueh prudeiiei^ and it will be necessary to be thoroughly ou 
our guard, and in a state of thorougli defence, aud likewise to give 
tbem no cause for dissatisfaction, but (in the contrary to do evciy- 
thing to show them oil friendship and amiability, in order by 
affectionate intercourse to make tliem inolinetl to associate with ue, 
ami provide us with cattle of all sorts, and further to minimize 
whatever inconTenien<'e we might (>then\-ise suffer from them in 
our agricultural pursuits, &o,, to be undertaken for the refreshment 
of the Company's ships, at present the chief object of the 
Directors, &c., &c. Therefore, to prevent all misfortune and 
l>roaiote the purjiose mentioned, and further to maintain proi>er 
discipline and good order among the privates, wlio tliiuk little *of 
the diief object to be attained, we have considered it highly neops- 
sarv aooordmg to Resolution of 8th April, 1652, to promvdgate id 
the form of a f iVicdinMhe foUowiog articles together with other 
very useful ones extracted from the general nrlii-u! brief, and to 
affix them where they can be seen and read. Everyone on bonrd 
of the three ships, sailors or soldiers, shall be bound, according to 
their oath sworn on the arikul briff, when required, readily to 
]>rot'eed on shore by our order, and with such tools as may be 
rec|uired for buildiug a fort, &o. They shall fui-ther labour with 
all possible aeal, as it behoves all lioncst servants to display, with- 
out trpng to get off with a fine. That no one may complain of 
having to do more or less than another, the guards shall regularly 
and equally bo selected from soldiers and sailors, without cxc-eption 
of person, Should, however, the Commander decide to jiroceed 
tewards the interior for the purpose of exploration, he shall be at 
liberty to select such soldiers or sailers as lie may deem necessary 
for his protection. And as this wild nation is very bold, thievish, 
and not at all to be trusted, everyone shall take good care of his 
arms and tools, thai the natives may not steal them, as we in no 
wise wish, or for any consideration whatever desire, that they 
should, without OUT knowledge and consent, be pursued, beaten, or 
frightened with a sour face by anyone for the purpose of regaining 
what has been stolen. All arms ami tools therefore shall be 
debited to those who have received them, and should anyone lose 
them, he shall receive 50 stripes at a i>ost, and forfeit hie rations 8 
days, or undergo such other heavier punishment as the imimrtanoe 
of the case shall require. And should anyone ill-treat, beat, or 
push a native — whether he be right or wrong — he shall in the pre- 
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1652. Bence of the Litter receive 50 lashes, that the uativee may be made 
Anrii *^ amderstand that the deed has been a^inst our will, and that 
^' we desire to associate with them in all kindness and Mendliness, 
aocording to the orders and object of our Lords Prinoipals. There- 
fore the Tarious guards shall likewise be specially ordered also to 
keep an eve on this. AnJ should they connive at any harm done 
to tne natives, they shall (if convicted) receive the same punishment. 
Everyone is therefore earnestly admonished and ordered to show 
all friendliness and amiability to the natives, that in oourse 
of time they may be made accustomed to us by our friendly inter- 
course, and help to realize the object of the Masters. Everyone 
however, shall be on his guard and not venture among them so &r or 
trust himself among them, that they may overpower and massacre, 
or carry him off. For that purpose everyone is expressly forbidden 
to go any distance, either alone or in company, from their plaoes 
of watch or work, by day or night, whether for fishing or 
othenvise; and under no pretext wnatever, except with special 
permission of the Commander, on pain of severe punishment. We 
therefore command all the guards at the outposts to remember this 
order, that no one may stray away or proceed beyond the furthest 
sentinels ; as those neglecting it, or conniving at any transgression 
of the same, shall be punished in like manner. Whoever neglects 
his work or watch, or is found asleep, shall for the first time receive 
fifty lashes, and forfeit his ^vine rations for eight days ; the latter 
shfidl go to the informer. But for the second offence he shall 
receive such heavier punishment as martial discipline requires. 
That the work may in every respect proceed better and quicker, 
everyone shall obey such person as snail, in the absence of the 
chief officers, be placed over them. Offenders to be punished as 
above. No fishing, therefore, and no throwing of sems shall be 
allowed except by consent of the Commander after having consulted 
With the Council. Everyone is like\vise expressly forbidden, 
whatever his position or rank may be, to imdertake the least barter 
or trade with the savages without the consent of the Com- 
mander — whether the articles be cattle, refreshments or anything 
else — that they may not be made to think too much of their 
cattle by the cupidity or imprudence of the men, and the Company 
in that way become the loser by seeing its wares thought little of. 
Whoever transgresses this order shall, according to the arficul brief y 
be prosecuted in the severest possible form, foiteit his position and 
pay, and sent home disgraced. The cattle so bartered shall be 
confiscated for the Company, as it is our opinion that the interests 
of the Company greatly depend on this. All officers having any 
high or low authority over the sailors and soldiers are therefore 
ordered to carry out our instructions, and both on board and on 
shore to take care that these orders are promptly obeyed and 
maintained, and the service of the Company properly conducted. 
Whosoever shall be found indifferent or negligent on this head, 
shall be declared unfit to h<jld any office, and further fined in such 
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I a mauuer as the exigency uf the cireuniMtftnoes i^equires. Let 
I therefore everyone avoid persoual injury. Whosoever may ofien I 
in other matters not mentioned here, shall be tried according 
to tlie ttrticul brief and the eiroumstanoes of the •■ase. That no one 
may plead ignorance of these orders, we have had them, and some 
paragraphs haa the articuf brii'f lead on bnani of all the ships and 
afBxed on shore to a post ereuted for the purpose. 

Thus done by the broad Council on the ship DroiiiiiifidurU, this 
9lh April, 1652. (Signed) J. van- Rirbekck. 

September 2ot]i. — Whereas, during the preceding night. Jan 
Blanx, of Malines, arquebusier on the yaoht Goch' J/oop, Willera 
Huytjons of Maastriobt, sailor, Gerrit Dirksz van Eltsen of Maas- 
triont, and Jan van Leyen, soldiers stationed here, deserted inland, 
and we know not whither ; and whereas we oi-e told that more 
persons know of it, and also intend to desert, contrary to the 
tirticttl brief; and whereas this may cause very serious results, 
espeiL'ially here, as the fugitives may incite tlio natives against ns, 
and as far as poseilde betray the fort and the Company's aervanti 
to these heathen and brutal people, or at least prevent us from 
carrying on any trade in cattle, &o , with them — men being espe- 
cially required for this purpose — and whereas the r.^ads would 
everywhere be made unsafe, so that we would bt- prevented from 
earrying out many matters for the benefit of the Cumpauy : We 
have, to make timely pronslon, deemed it necessary to wara each 
and all to refrain from suoh desertion, and to notify that those who 
know anything about such intentions should aX once oommunioate 
them, fauiug which they shall be liable to suoh piins and penalties 
as have been decreed for fugitives and deserters, according to the 
nrticiil brief. Informers shall receive a piesent of 50 Carolus 
ffuilders {Curolui= Carolien= Charles d'or=f 12), and should 
tney likewise be guilty, they will, in addition, be pardoned, and on 
the firBt occasion promoteil to the first official vacaiioy. Those, 
however, who are not guilty and disclose any treason shall receive 
twice as much. And that no one may [dead ignorauoe, Ac. 
In the Fort Good Hope. 2oth September, 1652. 

(Signed) J. \ ax Biebeieck. 
October 9th,— As at present some inhabitants of Siildanha com- 9' 
mence to make an appearance here, who a e very audacious, 
thievish, and not at all to be trusted, and as they .ire besides very 
fond of copper and iron, everyone is warned and expressly ordered 
to fake good care of bis arms and tooU (of every description), that 
th^e natives may not rob him. Whatever may be stolen shall be 
debited against him, and he shall moreover receive 100 laahes, or 
evcD be punished more severely, as circumstances nmy require, as 
we do not in any way, and for no oonsiderati"n in the world, 
desire that any of our people shall do the natives any harm : 
or that the latter, should they steal or carry anything away, 
shall be pursued or frightened, but rather treate'l with kind- 

Vo'. V. K 
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1652. ness, to make them accustomed to our friendlj intercourse and 
— more inclined towards us, that we may the more readily find out 
what profits may in course of time fall to the Company by 
trading with them, &c. All therefore, without expeption, on 
board or on shore, are expressly ordered not to cauee the 
least annoyance to any one of the natives, or to trouble them 
in any way, but to treat them in a friendly manner, on the pains 
and penalties above mentioned. Moreover, no one shall without 
our knowledge or consent buy or barter anvthing from them ; and 
should he find musk, civet, ivory, cattle, sheep, &o., among them, 
be shall induce them to bring their articles to tne fort^ to be boufffat 
for the Company. OfiPenders to forfeit what they have bou^t, 
and to be arbitrarily pimished according to circumstances. And 
"^i ists we observe that notwithstanding our daily admonitions and 
reiterated orders, some do not hesitate in the least to run into the 
.^;arden and there pluck the young fruit and spoil it, all are warned 
henceforth to refrain from doing so and not to come near to or 
enter the said gardens, as all offenders will be punished for twelve 
months at the public works without pay, and receive in addition 
*<::^100 lashes, without any nonsense (sender simulatie). No one 
shall OQ Sunday or any other day, without our oonaent proceed 
outside the fort a greater distance than half a musket shot, and 
always remain within night of the same. Offenders will forfmt 
eight days' wine allowance and receive fifty blows with the butt 
of a mudcet or a rope's end, as in consequence of the arrival of the 
Saldanhars the roads are no longer so sc^e. Let everyone therefore 
take care, and avoid punishment. Much less shall anyoaae absent 
himself in the evening, or remain outside, but everyone shall pro- 
ceed to his pro^r quarters and sleeping place, and take care that 
when the roll is called he is inside. Offenders shcdl be heavily 
nunished according to the exigencies of the case. Ajad as the 
barracks and other dwellings are made of wood and covered with 
reeds and therefore can be easily burnt, everyone, without exception, 
is forbidden to bum any light either by day or night, or to 
bring any burning matches in the houses or the barro^s^ or to 
drink any tobaoeo, or allow any to be drunk, except at the spot 
beneath the gate appointed for the purpose. Offenders^ in adfdijtipci 
to their usual wo^^ to do half as much more and.ta,reoeivono 
wine, or to be pimished more severely according to oiroumst^^s. 
The sergeants and corporals of the guard shall pay strict attefat^n 
to this, and should any offeno^ ,of this nature occur through tjiieir 
connivance, they shall be held liable. And as many abseil; them- 
selves from daily prayer, and the Sunday Christian exerovBes. and 
exhortations — attending very little to their religi^, which idl true 
Christians, for the sake of their consciences, should prinoip^ly, imd 
before all other things cherish ciurefully, if tha blessing, of the. 
Lord on this place is not to be withheld, and he do^ nol iwisb 4.0 
forfeit the grace of the Lord — everyone, whoever hie may be, is 
warned heneefortli to attend at the place appointed for the purpose ; 
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and thoBe remaining absent jire notified that they Bhitll forfeit six 
days' wine rations for the first offence, and one month's pay for , 
t!ie seoond in addition ; whilst for the thii-d time they shall be 
condemned to work iu ohoins for a whole year at the public works. 
And that no one may plead ignorance, Ac, this has beeti publicly 
read and !Lfii.\ed with some Batavia Statutes concerning soldiers 
and arquebusiers stationed here for their information. 

(Signetl) J. VAN BteuEECK. 
In the Fort Good Hope, f)th October, 1652. 

October 14. — Arrival of Saldauha natives, thievish and not to be i«b Oob 
trusted — likewise hankering after iron and copper. All warned to 
be particularly careful of their arma and tools, lest fbey be stolen {' 
defaulters to be ehnrged with tlie loss and likewise to receive 100 
cuts or even severer punishment as oircumstancea may require.' 
The natives to be iujiired under no consideration whatever, and 
when stealing not to bo followed or frightened, but to be kindly 
treated, to create a friendly feeling in them and likewise confidence, 
that we may know them better and be able to treat with them, to, 
dtfloOTer what trade may be opened with them for the benefit of' 
the Company. Onler consequently to all, without exception, noi 
to molest the natives iu any way but to treat them kindly:' 
Punishment as above, or in the presence of the natives No. 1 1 
one to barter with the natives but to inform the Commander * I 
of everything discovered in the shape of musk, civet, ivory, cattle, ' 
eheep, Ac, that the exchange may be for the benefit of the Com- 
pany. Defaulters to suffer I'onfiscation of the goods, &c., and to 
be punished aocoiding to circnmstanoes. All garden thieves steal- 
ing the yoimg fruit cautioned. Offenders to be punished with 12 
months at the works without pay, and with 100 outs, or more 
severely if necessary, No one to go beyond the fort on Sundays or 
weekdays, without consent, further than half the distanceof a musket 
shot and without being Inst sight of, under tlie penalty of losing 
eight days" wine al'owanoe, and receiving 50 blows with the butt 
«ud of a musket or a rope ; the arrival of the Saldanhars having 
made the roads unsafe. Hence all should be careful. All to be- 
preient at night when the muster roll is read. All habitations'' J 
being <if wood and covered with reeds, precautions against fire are'' j 
neoes^an^ — rules accordingly — smoking only permitted under the ' 
gate. Punishment : half of ordinary work added, no wine allow- 
ance; or heavier punishment. The guard to be jMirtieularly care- 
ful in carrying out these orders, being held responsible. Those 
absenting tliomselvea from daily prnyer and the Sunday devotionfl 
will for «ie first time forfeit eiglit days' wine allowance, for the^ 
seoond time in addition lose one month's pay, but for the thirdi 
time be condemned to serve in irons for one year without pay. ' 
That no one may pretend ignorance this is publicly read and 
affixed at the proper place together with certain articloa from the 
Batavia Statutes referring to soliliers, &e., on shore and appended 

to this. J. VAN ElEBEECK. 
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1652. LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS llECEIVED. 

20th April. No. 9. — To BiKBEECK .iND CoUNClL. 

You will have seen from your instruotions why the Seventeen 
have thoug}it proper to establish a stronghold and rendezvous for 
the Company's smps at the Cape, to be occupied and defended by^ 
70 or 80 men. Since then we have had great reason to apprehend 
that one or other foreign nation, especially the English, on ground* 
less pretences and for other reasons, might be induced to land at 
the Cape with a strong detachment to lie in wait for the Company 'a 
ships, and endeavour to surprise the fort in order the more eaoly 
to gain their object, the more so as rumours fly about that they have 
fitted out a large fleet to St Helena to intercept the Company'^ 
ships. Thoufi^h we do not exactly believe this, we are still to be 
prepared for mem. Therefore at the last meeting of the Seventeea 
it was decided to order you— that you may always be in a proper 
state of defence — ^to strengthen your garrison with 25 milita^, and 
draw the men from the ships Malaccay Princesse Royael^ fFest 
FricBUDidt and Selandia^ together with the provisions required for 
them — ^with this proviso, that those who are ill on the said ship& 
shall be selected for the purpose, that they may be restored to 
health on shore, and do the work of the Company. You shall pay 
particular attention to this, and this letter shall be our authoriza- 
tion to you. In the meantime we shall expect to hear firom you 
how things are going on therCi and whether the establishment 
promises to be successful. 

(Signed) P. de Carpentier. 



Amsterdam, 20th April, 1652. 



Jean Legouchb. 
Zachakias Bode. 



24th Julv. 



No. 10. — To Riebeeck and Council at the Cape. 

You will see what we have written to India regarding the war 
between this State and the new Republic of England in the 
accompaiiying copy, and as it has been decided to lorward thia 
despatch to Batavia, Surat and Persia, you ^vill send the two first of 
the three vessels (a yacht and two galiots) arriving at the Cape 
at once to Batavia. In case the two first are both galiots, the^ 
second galiot shall proceed from the Cape to Gombroon in Persia 
or to Surat, as wind or weather may be favourable for one or other 
of these tw^o places, it being our intention that the yacht shall in 
any case proceed to Batavia, and that one of the galiots shall 
proceed to Gombroon or Surat. As we have ordered the India 
Council that, because of the dreadful war now broken out, all return 
ships shall touch at the Cape, and having refreshed themselves leave- 
in company for the Fatherland, without daring to separate from 
eacli other, you i^hall do your best to assist them to the utmost, that 
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they may proceed \(-ithout oalling at St. Helenn. Ymi are like- 
wise reoominended t'l put ttie fort in suoh a state of Jefenoe that it 
miiy be prepared for all unexpected attacks from the English and 
other enemies. In the event of your requiring any more men yon 
may draw fen or twenty from the yacht, namely, auoli as are ill 
and easily restored to health aft«r liavlng been refreshed on shore. 
"Will write you again with tlio following flliips. 

(8igne<l) Hans van Lwn, J. C. Hayman, P. de Cari'extier, 

CoRNBl.ls CoNlXCK, J. J. CaiiYSVEI.T, J. CaRDON, A. 1IK 

Groot, 
Amsterdam, ■2-it]i July, 16(}2. 
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Nu, 11. — To iiiK Goverxor-Genbral and Council of India. 
(From ■[■he Chamber ok Skvesteen.) 
With the yaohts jDc Lei'iur and Hef W'ij>eii iiin Batm-ia we iu 
March last acquainted you with the probable war between this 
State and the new Hepublie in England, and whioh has now been 
declared, as you in.T.y gather from the enclosed, being co]iy of 
despatch sent by three different routes to Aleppo for the respective 
directors of Persia, Sarat and Coromandel, and likewise to serve 
for your information. And as we have received your letters dated 
19th December, 1051, on tlio 28th and 29th June, informing hb 
that our naval power in ludia had from various causes been much 



weakened, we intend to provide you with ships and men, as may 
be I'equired, especially if the five following ships arrive aafely, in 
order to prosecute this war most vigorously not only against the 
English out also the Portuguese, and with such prudence that we 
do not do too much at once, but endeavour to ruin first of all those 
who can do us the gi-eatest injury, viz., the English, who, as we 
lead in your letter, assist the Portuguese to the best of their pow^r, 
and axe t^i he attacked first, so that tlie Portuguese, deprived of 
their assistance, may be more easily followed up. It is certain 
that the English nation, especially after having beheaded their 
king and adopted a new form of Goveroment, never had any inten - 
Con to live on friendly terms with our Government but detf-nnined 
to obtain undivided dominion over the sea unjustly, which no nation 
can allow, and certainly not oiu-a, the free Nethertand nation, which 
has now battled for about 80 years for liberty and at last ohtaine<l 
it with great honoiu' for itself and posterity. We are therefore 
compelled to 0]>pose this usurpatiim to the utmost of our power, 
and also tlie uttuqiers themselves, and prosecute them with all the 
power at our command where they have any oommen-e, destroying 
t Iheit ahijiB, according to the instructions of the States-General in 
their letter of 18th July. We arc- sure that they had this object 
in view a very long time already, having odvisod their servants in 
India to he on their guard, so that it is possible that in conjunction 
"With the Portuguese they ma}' attack us. It has consequently 
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1651. been made neoessary to transmit this warning to you by different 
"~ routes. Nor are we at all comfortable about the five ships on the 
way, as it is said that Admiral Blake has taken a Northern oourse 
to mteroept the Company's ships, unless Admiral Tromp of ours, 
being at sea with a fleet of 100 ships, has followed him or in some 
way or another created a diversion, which we long to hekr of. We 
pray Qod daily that He may ward off such a great calamity fr.^m 
the Company. To His Holy guardianship we confide you. 

(Signed by the Committee of the Seventeen) Hans van Lioon, 
J. C. Hayman 1652, P. DE Carpentibr, Cornelis Oonikck, 
J. J. Cruysvelt, J. Cardon, a. de Groot. 



No. 12. — From the Same. 

t4th July. In March last with the yachts De Leeiiw and Set Wap&n van 
Batavia we informed the India Council of the likelihood of the 
war with England, and that we would send further news by 
express to guide them. And whereas our ambassadors, after having; 
been detained in London a long while without being able to oonae 
to a settlement (however much on our side we were prepared 
to come to terms, and adduced all rational and fair conditions for 
the retention of mutual friendship), had to return home unsnooess* 
ful, and as — whilst the negotiations were proceeding — all imagi- 
nable hostility was shown towards us by the seizure of our ships 
without any distinction whatever; — ^the States-GFeneral, in order 
to maintain their Bepublic and its right to free navigation and 
trade, especially on the ocean, have been compelled to equip a 
large fleet to protect the nation from all attacks, wara off 
alt violence, and at the same time do as much injury as possible to 
the English nation, 'i his has also been oommunicatea to us by 
the States-General in their letter to us of the 18th, with the oom- 
niand to carry out this war faithfully in the East Indies. Consider- 
ing the importance of the matter, and that the English Ministry 
may give timely notice to their servants in India and also orders to 
seize our ships there, we have not dared to delay in sending you 
the above information viA Venice, Leghorn and Marseilks to 
Aleppo, with orders to do your best to capture all English ships 
wherever possible. But the captured ships are not to be plundered 
or injured. A proper inventory shall oe taken of their contents,, 
which are to be applied to the profit of the Company. Of this you 
shall not neglect to keep a good account (until you receive omer 
orders from this country or fiatavia). It will be left to your own 
discretion what to do with the prisoners — whether to keep them 
confined or let them go. You will have to adopt the best plan in 
the interest of the Company to diminish the strength of the enemy. 
You are recommended to act with the greatest prudence, fore- 
thoiight, and courage as the case may require, and we doubt not that 
the Lord God, who knows that this war has been forced upon our 
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State against its meaning and intention, will bless oiir efforts. For 1662. 
the rest we shall abide by the instructions which you may receive „^ ."T , 
from the India Council. 24th July. 

(Signed by the Commissioners of the respective Chambers) Hans 
VAN Loon, J. C. Hayman 1652, P. de Carpentikr, Cor- 

NBLIS OONINCK, J. J. CrUYSVELT, J CaRDON, A. DE QrOOT. 

Amsteidam, 24th July, 1652. 

The letters for Surat and Coromandel having the same contents,, 
you shall use your best endeavours to forward in the safest way to* 
their destination. 

Address of the above letter : Honourable, prudent, very dis- 
creet. The Officers in the service of the General Netherland East 
India Company stationed at Gombroon in Persia or Surat, wherever 
this may first arrive. 



No. 13. — Extract from Resolution of Chamber of Seven- 
teen, REPRESENTING THE CoMPANY. 

This 19th August, 1652. Monday forenoon. — After discussion 
it was decided to conmiission Messrs. Pieter de Carpentier, Jacob 
Claesz : Hayman, Paulus Versohuer and Allart de Groot, together 
with the Company's Advocate, to consider the instructions to be 
given to the Commander at the Cape and the Commanders and' 
officers of the return ships, which are expected at the Cape in 1653, 
in order that they may be guided by it. Said Commissioners 
to report what steps may be required, as this matter has been 
entrusted to them alone. 

(Signed) C. de Graeff, Everard van Bleys>vyck, Jan: 
Jacob Boch, Zacharias Rode, Jan Munter, P. Boudaan. 

OOURTEN, NlCOLAAS VAN DKR MrRCT, JohAN HuI^T, J.. 
VAN DEU ChYS, CoRNELIS HuYBRECHTS. 



No. 14. 

The accompanying letter had been sent away yesterday already 2i8t August. 
when we received news that the Orangien and Breda were Iving 
safely in Westhaven in company of 42 Dutch men-of war, which, 
in consequence of stormy weather, had taken shelter in various 
hiarbours of that Island. Hope that they will soon arrive in safety. 
Inform the India Council of it. You shall have as mauy copies 
made of our instructions as there are return ships proceeding home, 
to give a copy to every Commander, and confirming the same with 
your signature, by virtue of the powers conveyed in the original 
documents, and which you shall show to them in order to obtain 
credence more readily. 

(Sigsed by the Commissioners of the Chamber of Seventeen- 
P. DE Carpentier, J. C. Hayman 1652, Paulus Ver« 

SC^HUER, A. de GrOOT. 

Amsterdam, 21st August, 1652. 
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1652. No. 15. 

:20tli Auguat. We are still abiding by what we wrote you on the 24th July. 
On the 16th inst. the Salamander, Lastdrager and Coninck Davit 
safely arrived, having encountered a severe storm off Shetland and 
parted from the Breda and Orangien, Are afraid that some 
misfortune has happened to them. We enclose extract from 
Resolution of the Seventeen and Instructions for the Commanders 
of the return fleet, which are to arrive at the Cape in 1653 — ^that 
they may be guided thereby on their voyage homeward. You are 
to take care that these our secret instructions become known to 
nobody except yourself and the Commanders of the return fleet 
at the moment of their departure. 

(Signed by the Commissioners of the Seventeen) P. de 
Carpentikr, J. C. Hayman 1652, Paulus Verschuer, A. 
DE Qroot. 

Amsterdam, 20th August, 1652. 

No. 16. — The Instructions mentioned above for the Fleet 

OF 1653, Homeward Bound. 

:20th Aiupist. As there is at present war between the Netherlands and England, 
and the latter nation is doing its best to trammel us and ruin our 
ship, so that it is of the utmost importance to the Company that 
its nomeward bound ships should arrive together in our ports, we 
have, in accordance with the Instructions of the Seventeen given 
.to us, thought it advisable, for the better security of the return 
ships, to order you as follows. That on your arrival at the Cape 
you ^hall wait for the ships despatched from Batavia after your- 
r selves, until the end of March, or at the longest the 10th of ApriL 
If all the other ships have arrived before you, you shall proceed 
from the Cape as quickly as you can. But if before the end of 
March or 10th April ships are still expected, you shall, when the 
appointed time has elapsed, proceed homeward, and during your 
•stay at the Cape provide yourselves with refredmients and water 
-sufficient that you need not touch at St. Helena. Before you leave 
the Cape, the Commander of the fortress shall first read to the 
"Commanders and officers of all the ships of the fleet destined for 
^he Fatherland, and afterwards hand them a copy of the annexed 
secret orders, which you shall obey as if they had been inserted in 
-this, instructing you how you shall steer your course for the 
-Patherland. 

(Signed P. de Carpentier, J. C. Hayman 1652, Paulus 
Verrchvkr, a. de Groot. 

Amsterdam, 20lh August, 1652. 
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[No. 17. — This DiSPATLii la partly a Duplicate of No. 

WITH UmMPORTANT DlKKERKNrES IS ExPRRSSION. 

It lias this ftddeJ. At the next meeting of the Seventeen in 2"''' AoifnsL^ 
I -flept^mber, more definite orders will be given regarding the des- 
kpatch of llie return lli;ot from Dativia for your guidanoe also, when 
kyoiir general and special letters will also be answered. 

(Signei by the Coniimssioneni of the Chamber of Seventeen) P. 
i)E Carpbntieh, J. C. Hayman 1652, Paulus Vbrschubr, 
A. DE Ghoot. 
Amsterdam, IJOth August, 10.52. 



kNo. 18. — Secrei- Instructions for the Commanpkrs and 

OmczKS OF THE NETiiEKLA>ns East India Return 

Shifs, expected at tub Cape ijj 1653, to Guide them 

ox THEIR Voyage Homk. 

To take the safest course, tlip shipB sliall proceed witliout touching :ii>ih Amimt. 

,t St. Helena, and having gained the latitude of Corfu and Floree, 

foil shall thence dircit your course so that you may pass between 
oeland and thf Faroe Islantls, and have good room to come round 
by the north of Shetland and sail aa close to the coast of Norway as 
may be safe, in opler not to be blown on shore there Tou are 
not to go so far north that you fall into the bend of Drontheim, 
but you ehnll steer your course so tliat you reacli the point of 
Stadt in Norway, and ao un, keeping near tlie coast until you reacli 
oup ports — ahvay 8 taking care to keep away at such a distance 
that you may always he able to Iiave a wide berth with every 
wind. Tou shall keep tlie oi-der perfectly secret, and so manage 
that it sliall be known to no one but the Commanders and skippers. 
The mates shall not be told of it before you have reaoliea the 
latitude of Corfu and Flores. You and tlie mates shall be mindful 
of the oatli taken by you all, that this order be kept so secret that 
not one of the ci'e^^' shall become ncoqiiainted with it, in order to 
avoid all unpleaeantuesB as miuh as possible, which would other- 
wise he caused. 

(Signetl) P. i)K Carfb-stieb, J. 0. Havman 1652, Paulis 

VEHscHt;EB, A. D;i Groot. 
Axosterdam, 20th August, 1652. 



No. 19.— Tu 



DMMANDEK AND OFFICERS 

THE Good Hope, 



THB Fort 



Witlilhe galiots, ihe Z/caiie Vox from Amsterdam and the lioixle 
Vox from Hoorn, wliicli left Texel the 4th and 10th September, 
the Commissioners of Secret Instructions liave sent you orders for 
the regulation of the course of the homeward bound ships in 163t}, 
and litewise copy of our advices nu Aleppi to Persia, Surat and 
Coromandel, for\\nrded to th.' Commanders there on the 24tli July 
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1652. last regarding the war \^itli Eugluud, of all which the triplicates 

iTthSe >t ^^ ^^^ ^^ y^^ ^^^ ^^ pinnace. Prom the letters of the 24th 
^* ' Jidy to the India Council you ^nll have observed the safe arrival 
of the six earliest return ships, and from the letters of the 20th 
August written by the Commissioners of Secret lostruotionfl tx> 
you, the safe appearance of the Salamander^ Lastdmyer and ConUusk 
Davit for Amsterdam. On the 9tli September the Oratigien 
arrived for Zealand, and on the 10th the Breda for Hoom, which 
had both escaped the violent storm off Shetland and the English 
fleet cruising about there. Received your letter of ISthApril, 
1652, per Salamander^ also your Journal and Resolutions adc4>ted 
by you on tlie voyage, and at the Cape, from which we were 
pleased to be informed of yoiur safe arrival on 6th and 7th April,. 
the selection of the site for a fort and also the work done to it» 
Hope that it is already in a proper state of defenoe. We send 
you all the tools asked for, as far as we are able to collect them — 
the rest ^\'ill follow. In our letters of 24th July you were told ta 
send one galiot to Gombroon in Persia or to Surat with the 
despatches, and the other to Batavia, and we hope that this has 
been done before these despatches reach you. Tcu will do your 
best to despatch the yacht Hava as soon as possible to Batavia with 
the despatohes, that the Council may be acquainted in time with 
the condition of affairs here, and our advices. Have no time 
to answer your letter now completely but will do so by the next 
vessels. 

(Signed by the Conmiissioners) J. C. Hayman 1652, P. ds 
Carpentier, Zacharias Bode, Jan Muntbr, Joris 
Backersz, C. dk G-raeff, Frans Meerman, Janz Cadok, 
Paulus Verschubr, Johan Hulst. 

Amsterdam, 17th September, 1652. 

Address, with the seal well preserved, Honourable, prudent, 
very discreet, the Commander and Chiefs at the Cape of Good 
Hope, in the Fort The Good Hope, per the pinnace the Hae^ which 
may God preserve. 



No. 20. — From thk Amsterdam Chamber. 

2i«tOctobtr. Our last to you was dated 18th April, 1652, per Malacca^ 
Prhicesse Royael and the yacht TorteJdxiyff^ copies of which and of 
the instructions which accompanied them go by this opportunity. 
With the Salamander we received yours oi the 18th Aprils 
1652, containing for the Chamber of Seventeen your Journals 
kept, and Besolutions taken on board and at the Cajpe^ also 
the personal letter written by the Commander to this Chamber, 
from which we were ^lad to hear of your safe arrival, also thit 
you had selected a site for a fort and were busy erecting one. 
The tools required by you have been sent by the Haes^ which left 
on 28th September last, with invoice and originals of the copies 
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forwarded now. This goes with the Diamante Laatdragev and 1652. 
Winthwit, By order of the Seventeen we also send you plain ^i l qT tober 
authority empowering you to require of the Commanders of the 
vessels touohing at tne Cape, and for which you shall deliver 
proper aoknowledgments, whatever you ma^ be in need of, whether 
men or provisions, and the ships may easily render. The officers 
of these three departing ships have likewise received written 
instructions to provide you with what you require ; this shall be a 
standing order for all following ships. Will also do our best to 
let the other Chambers do the same thing as i^gards their outgoing 
ships, by which means we trust you will be well provided with 
necessaries. In the letter of the Chamber of Seventeen dated 
!^4th July last you were informed of the war with England, and 
we hope that you have brought the fort into such a state of defence 
that it may be able to meet all imexpeeted attacks of the English 
or others, and that you will be particularly on your guard against 
all and everyone. We enclose three or four copies of the printed 
manifestos of this State against the English. The drawing of 
Che fort we shall expect in time, and also would like to know into 
what a state of defence you have brought it, with what garrison, 
ammunition, provisions, &c., you remain provided, and what you 
^y still require, that we may here make proper arrangements to 
meet your wants. Also whether, and in what way you are able to 
ligtee with the natives, and what appearance there is of any trade 
witli them, and of what that commerce would consist ; likewise the 
character of the country and the people, and what success may be 
expected there. The request of the Commander to be relieved 
shall be communicated to the next meeting of the Seventeen, for 
oonsideration and resolution. What has been forgotten in this 
shfidl be supplemented with the ships leaving in autumn. 
J. J. Cruysvelt, Joris Backbrsz, Jacou Druyvensteyn, 
Jacobus Bas, C. N. Q-raeff, J()\x Huydecoper, P. de 
Carpentier, 2iACHARiAs EoDE, Jean Legouchb, Daniel 
Bernarts. 
Amsterdam, 21st October, 1652. 



No. 21. 

The Directors of the General Company to all the Commanders 2i8t October. 
and office^ of the Company's ships leaving for Batavia and return- 
ing thence touching at the Cape, greetm^. We let you know that 
as the Seventeen have decided to build a fort at the Cape and 
oooupy it with the necessary ^^arrison to refresh the passing ships 
of the Company, and as the said garrison cannot subsist on their own 
resources but must necessarily be piovided with stores from Batavia 
or Holland, we have therefore, accordinsp to the authority granted 
us by (he Chamber of Seventeen dated tlie 4tli instant, resdved to 
order the Commanders of all ships, going and returning, that at the 
request of the Commander and offieer8 of the fort they shall assist 
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1652. them with sucli supplies regarding men and stores as may be 

o^ber ^^^^^> ^^d ^'^^ service of the Company demands, and as the ships 

* may be able to give. — Ordered by the Chamber of Seventeen at 

the meeting of the Cliamberat Amsterdam tliis2l8t October, 1652. 

(Signed) Joris Backbrsz, Jacob Druya'enstbyn, Jacobus 

Bas, 0. N. Graeff, Joax Huydecoper, P. de Carpen- 

TiER, Zacharias Rode, Jean Legouchk, Daniel 

Berxarts, J. J. Cruysvelt. 



No. 22. — To THE Commander ant> Officers of the 

Ship 

2l8t October. ^ before this the Chamber of Seventeen decided to build a fort 
at the Cape and place a garrison in it, that the passing ships of the 
Company might always be refreshed, and as said fort and garrison 
cannot depend on their own resources, but must necessarily be 
assisted from home or Batavia, the Chamber of Amsterdam has 
been ordered by that of the Seventeen to despatch in the interests 
of said fort and its occupants an open letter or deed by which all 
Commanders and officers of the said Company voyaging to and^fro 
and touching at the Cape are ordered to assist the G>mmander and 
officers of the fort mentioned, at their request and under proper 
acknowledgment, with such supplies in the form of victuals, ammu- 
nition and men (the latter either by discharge or exchange) as may 
be required and the service of the Company needs, and also as the 
ships may be able to spare. In order that this may not oome upon 
yoa unexpectedly we have resolved to give you notice beforehand, 
and to order and impress upon you that you shall oarry out these 
intentions of the Company and obey the orders from Amsterdam. 

Done in the Cliamber of Amsterdam, 2l8t October, 1652. 

Agrees with the original. (Signed by the Advocate of the 
Company) P. van Dam. 



No. 23. — From the Amsterdam Chamber. 

I9tli Dec. With the Diamante LnMrager and Wintho^tify we have sent you 
ours of the 21st October, copy of which you now receive. This goes 
with the WevHp and Muyden, The first mentioned three ships, 
after having been detained by contrary winds, were oompelled in 
company of a large fleet of merchant vessels to return home, but 
the Diamant and Lastdrager being unable to procure pilots were 
unable to come in safely and struck on the banks of Sdiouwen, 
where the Diamant lost its rudder and became very leaky^ but it 
finally reached a channel in which it has been found possible 
to discharge its car^o. Hope that the ship will be saved. The 
Lastdrager by bumping has also become leaky, and be^n obliged to 
return to Texel. Tlie consequence is that hloth these ships will be 
unable to proceed on the voyage, but the Winthoni having arrived 
safely, went to sea again on the 14th. Trust that with Q-od's 
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blessing it will have a safe voyage. We hiive sent tu the Chambti- 
o£ ZealaEd copies of our fonuer dcBpatchos to yoit, and which we 
iilso now send by this opportunity to j'ou, to be placed in the letter 
buies of its departing sbips, so that you will now be pi-ovided with 
all the etoreB required. \Yhat is forgutten in this wilt be ppovideii 
for with the ships leaving iu spring. 

P. DE Oaki'entibr, Jean Legoiuik, Jacuhis Bam, Thomas 
Bkukrs, Jan Munter. 
Amsterdam, 19th Deuember, l(iii2. 



No. ^4. — EECEiris signet-l by the Skipper of the Pmn-/, &c., for 
Cajie Cargo on board from Batavia. 



Xo. 25.— To RiEHEEtjK. From Batavia. 
I Wilh the Walcinch, the Reijgci; and the Droiiiiiieiltirli', which 
.inived on the 2nd July last, and the ffoff rm ZeelnmU on the 3rd 
August, we reoeived your pleasant letters dated 15th, IGtli, 25lli 
imd 30th May, from whioli we gathered that you had arrived safely 
aud begun your work at the fort, as a defence for the station to 
acscouimodate tlie passing ships, according to resolutions of the 
Seveoteen communicated to us by that Chamber last year. We did 
nut for a moment doubt that that ReBolutioii would be carried into 
effect, and we therefore sent you last year with the fleet of the 
lion. Van Teylingen various kinds of seeds and other trifles, as the i 
©nelosed invoice will show. But you had not yet arrived. We will ' 
not fail in sending such goods and necessaries m you are in need 
of and we are able to supply. With the said ships you have made 
ji large demand of meroaandise and other necessaries which it is 
impossible for ua to supply, because being bidky ai-ticles the ships 
would be very much encumbered by them and aiTive home with- 
out a full cargo, whicli would be injurious to the Uompany, and as 
we do not possess a great part of them we could not supply you, 
especially home tools and necessaries, which in consetiueuoe of the 
eiteasive arrangements in India are never abundantly supplied — 
so that it would be better for you to ask for ihem ft-om home, not 
Jonbting that the Seventeen will supply you satisfactorily. Biit 
not to fail altogether in complying with your demands, we have 
sent you some trifles with the PaarK Makuai, PriucesHc 
Roi/acl, Walti-1 aud V ll'iff van Zfelainlt, as you may see from the 
ficcompanying invoice, to the amount of f, 6,010 11 4, for which 
you will please credit the GJeneral Company. All the ships ex- 
pected this year have safely arrived, excepting the Wc«l Vi-iesl'imU 
whioli is tarrying a long while. Grod grant that she may have 
touched at the Cope and soon make her appearance. The said five 
ships proceed to the Cape there to await tne others, wliioli are still 
taloDg in cargo, or have not yet arrived, iu order that alt may in 
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i0iS2. company sail for home cid St. Helena or straight on, as may be 
r- judged best. From their letters we have gathei^ what the SevAi- 
' teen have ordered regarding your station, and in case the West 
VriesIamU has not touohed at the Cape we send back to you the 
letter sent by the Chamber per last ships to conduct yoursf^lvee in 
* strict accordance with the orders. We have not been able to per- 
suade any Chinese to leave their country for such a distant land 
' and with such uncertain prospects ; neither can we at the moment 
send any slaves, because we require them ourselves. We trust that 
the natives have come nearer and settled under the fortress, and 
that they will be sufficiently inclined for service to do all kinds of 
work instead of slaves, and where if possible they should be kept 
by means of little presents. We likewise do not send any rioe, 
which is very scarce at Batavia, but instead we forward four tons 
of Java beans and two tons green peas. You must take what you 
require from the passing ships, in order not to run short. The 
accounts of the assistant Frederick Yerburgh and Cornells JoQg : 
who stowed themselves away lost year in the Salamander^ aoootn- 
pany this at your request, also certificates of good conduct to be of 
service to them. Henceforth, however, you shall not allow sndi 
runaways to remain there, but send them back to us by first oppor- 
tunity, that their example be not followed by others. 

(Signed by the India Council) Cakel Beinibrsz, Joan M.\£T- 
suvKER, Carel Hartzinck, Joan Cunceus, Corn : C.csar, 
D. J. Steur. 
In the Castle of Batavia, 24th December, 1652. 



LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS DESPATCHED. 

No. — 14. — Batavia — To the India Council by the **Muyden." 

26th April. 26th April, 1653. — Hon. Demmer and his five ships arriyed here 
on 2nd and 6th Maroh and remained seven weeks. Waited for ihe 
other ships and left on the 17th instant about two in the mocnodng 
for Holland. The same day the Haes and Winthmt sailed for 
Batavia. On the 18th the Muydefi arrived, Skipper JEyert 
Theunissen Hamay. Left Texel on 26tlL Dec. ; touohed nowhece ;) 
a few siok on board, all oonvalescent after being well rofiBeshed! 
Took out of her 22 or 23 of the weakest men to strengthen t}ie 
garrison, according to orders received per OHphant tui Batenia ixq^ 
the Directors ana dated 20th April last. Also landed m^yiaxi^/^ 
in nroportioui as in consequence of the scarcity of food W^ had 
discnarged a lot of men to Batavia and Holland, not having any thing 
to feed them with. But this will be mended if the Diredbra? 
orders are obeyed and tlie ships touch here. 

By the said five ships we received your oonsignmei^ aQcqirding; 
to invoice, excepting 1,000 lbs. gunpowder shipped on board tiie 
Princease JRoyael and Malacca y but as we had not reoeivecl an 
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invoice of the same wf ooiild not L-lami it — tliey consequently left 
with it. Did not obtain a graia of rioe, which goes beyond our 
comprehension, as it was the eliief want felt, as stated with the 
JIaeK and Winlhonl. 

Out letters to Ilolland and Batavia, and likewise those of the 
Hon. Demmer, will tell you how badly we were still off for pro- 
visions after the ships' departui-e. In order not to be put to 
inconvenience we have drawn supplies from the Mat/den, as the 
receipts will show, so that excepting hn>ad and rice we are well 
provided. Our bread and rice will not last longer than foui- 
months, and if like last year no vessels arrive before tliat time we 
shall be a^ain without bread. We therefore wish to be provided 
by you with 20 tons rice, annually, wltich oan be better preserved 
than bread, which latter suffers much from atmospheric influence, 
as we have no suitable dry casks to keep it in, excepting empty 
lea^guere, firkins, &,c., thoroughly unfit for such a purpose. 

Some chains for criminals we also require ; likewise heavy beams, 
bricks and lime for reasons stated iu our preceding letter, and to 
be, in annexed copy of letter to the Masters. A great deal mny be 
stowed away in the chains, and on the upper decks of the large 
ships, if the skippers would only like to do so. 

Had a omversation with Hon. Demmer regardiug the settlement 
of freemen here ; but ]ie adduced such good arguments to prove 
the inconvenience of the plan that we did not say a word about it 
to the Masters, whose chief object is to have a station here for i 
breeding cattle to refresli the crews, and rear vegetables, which ( 
would have been more abundant if the ships had only brought us r 
seeds in sufficient quantity. Demmer's letters and our iournals T 
will show how well European vegetables thrive here. You will 
also observe from those documents what prospects of trade and 
profit for the Company may he looked for in time. 

Roode Von and We^it Vries/inult not yet arrived. Afraid that in 
consequence of tlie troubles on baard the latter ship, she will never put 
in an appearance. Hone God will save the Company from sudi a 
misfortune. Demmer left on the 17th, the Muydvu arrived on the 
18th, on the 19th tlie OHpbanf under Hon Frisius, and on the 
22nd the Pz-oc/zi^te, briuging the open instructions of the Masters 
and notice of the war. Tltesc instructions stated that when the 
fleet was leaving, certain secret orders were to be handed over to 
the chief officers, commuuieating the course to be taken towards 
home. 

Immediately after tlie departure of the fleet we were visitod by 
many natives with mucli cuttle, They liad come to get copper and 
tobaooo, whicli the Saldauliaiv told them could be obtained, and 
stated that if other natives further inland knew of this, they also 
would come with cattle, tusks, feathers, &c. If tliis does happen 
we wIU soon be out of our supplies, therefore ifyou have any thick 
yellow plate copper to spare, please send if. Will also ask a larger 
quantity from Patiia. Signs favourable that the tiude will be 
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l«53. i)retty brisk. For this purpose kind and friendly treatment of the 

^ , -7 ., natives, and sometimes a treat of rioe, arrack and wine will do a 
aethApni. g^^td^. 

With the return fleet of next year we shall expect the same quan- 
tity of clothing. Supply at present inadequate. The same as regards 
provisions ; also rioe, which is more convenient than bread. Would 
also like to have one or two parcels red cloths, not too fine or too 
coarse, in case we are ordered from home to trade along the coast 
which the Mozambique traders frequent, and where for cheap 
articles much gold, tusks, ebony and fine Caffers for slaves are to 
be had, as you may gather from the accompanying extract of the 
present letter to the Masters. 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbesck. 

P.S. — After dosing the above we were invited to attend the 
Council of Hon. Frisius, in which it was decided to detain the 
shi ps imtil the 3rd May for the Enckhuysen. 

with the Oliphant and Pravintie we received two horses. 
Whether that with the Enckhuysen will arrive alive, time will show, 
if the vessel does not likewise pass the Cape. However, we beg to 
be provided with a dozen by the next return ships for making 
journeys inland and examinicg what may tend to oring profit to 
the Company. 

List of papers sent to India 26th April, 1653. 

No. 1. Original letter to Indian Council dated 26th April, 1653. 

2. Copy of ditto to Directors and dated 14th and 15th April. 

3. Copy of loumal. 

4. Copy of letter by the Winthont and Muydcu from the Masters 
to us. 

6. Extract from letter of Eiebeeck to Directors by the OKjyhanty 
&c. 

6. Ship's account — refreshments to Mtnjden. 



No. 15.— Patria — To the Directors per ** Oliphant," &c. 

4th Mav. 4th May, 1653. — Our latest, directed to each Chamber, was of the 
15th April last, per Purely &o., under Hon. Demmer, who left on 
the 17th instant. He remained here from 2nd March to 17th 
April waiting for the other ships, and was provided with cattle, 
sheep, cabbage, carrots, beet, &c. ; so also were the Haes and WinU 
honfy which left on the same day for Batavia, taking our letters, 
&c , for the Council. On the 18th the Muyden arrived, from wWoh 
we provided ourselves fairly with meat, pork and bread, &o., as 
the receipts will show. On the 19th the OHphant arrived under 
Hon. Frisius, and on the 23rd the Provintie, 

The invoice will tell you what we obtained from the said ships. 
We cannot understand why we have not recei\ ed any rice, which 
can be much better preserved than bread, as we have no dry oasks 
or suitable rooms to keep bread in. The Malacca and Princeue 
Royavl left with 1,000 lbs. powder, of which we had received no 
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inToiee and which thei-efnre we ooiild not claim. We oonsefjuently 
tonk from ihe Muffi/eii 1,000 lbs. bo that now we have about 4,0lJU 
lbs. altoge'ber. Tlie other g^Mxla have been reosiveJ in good order. 
Frr>ni tlie letters sent by the first five ships joii will notice what 
pniraises of oorameroe there are here, our hnpeH regarding cattle 
uaving been mtioh atrengtheneil since, as after the departure of the 
saiil ships other natives, dwelling further inland, came and bartered 
to us forty fine animals ; they IumI heapl from the Saldnnlnre that 
they pould obtain copper, and had consequently come. Others still 
furlher inland would also arrive as soon as they hea>d of 
the copper, and would be prepared to treat with iis in friendship. 
To promote this, kind treatment and a stomach full of r.ce with a 
drink of arrack and wine and a little tobacco go a long way and 
draw them nearer. 

By the Olipliant there is proceeding home a Gerniftn Priest called 
Mart inns Martiny, who has been a long time in China and travelled 
through the Inrlies in alt dirootions. He has made many notes and 
charts, and in German told ua that during June, July and August ^ 

we might easily voyage towards the Bio dos Beyos, about 280 -J-, 

(Dutch) miles to the !East of this Cape on the coast of Africa, '' 

nearly half -way between Mozambique and this, and in 25^" S. Lat., 
on this side of Cape Corrientes, where much gold, tusks, ebony and 
fine CafFers or slaves were to be had, at cheap ra'es and easily, in 
exchange for Genoa linen, red cotton, coarse and painted cloths, 
tobacco, iron, glass beads of all colours, little bells, and salt, of 
I which latter we have an abundanoe. He also said that annually 
I the Portuguese obtain their slaves and gold there by means of a 
email vessel, and that the same may be obtained from Os Moutos 
d'Ouro in aiiout 2^^" S. Lat. and not more that 920 (Dutch) miles 
from this, round the point, and as accessible to us with light yachts 
or galiots armed with 4, 6, 8 or 10 carronades, as it is from 
Mozambique. Besides, aocoi-ding to thia priest, the Portuguese do 
not iiumlier more than 20 antl are without a fortress, which they 
only have at Mozambique. They would very likely be inclined to 
trade with us as well as the natives, especially to obtain European 
stores, ohee.se, butter, wine, &c. Tliey get very little help (which 
must be obtaineil from Goa via Mozambique) and would therefore 
he nnsious to trade. By water they ooidd not hinder us at all, aa 
the place is only visited from Mozambique by two or three vessels 
smaller than galiots, with two guns, and sent by private merchants 
from Mozambique to fetuh the gold obtained there by the 
Portuguese from the natives. Gold may also be obtained along 
the same coast as far as the rivet's or bays named 11. de Cuamo and 
R. de St. Jorge in 18° and 19^° 8. Lat., and for the same mer- 
chandise. Because of the shallowness of tlie water they can only 
be uavigated by small vessels during the months named, so tiiat 
there is no danger of being caught by large Portuguese ships in 
the neighbourhood, as soon as Terra ile Natal has been passed, I 
Along the whole coast only fine weather may be looked for. After 
Vol. V. ' L 
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1683k August it is a favourable time to return, when it is the best aeascm 
44^'if ^^ ^ ^^^ seals, inasmuoh as the rainy season sets in (lasting from 
^m MBj. iiaj to October) ; and when it is so wet, no skins can be oured, so 
that we must wait till that time before reoonmieuoing the seal 
fishery, ^s in three or four weeks the right time will have arrived 
to sail towards those places, an attempt may be made, but the 
galiot Zwarte Vos, whidi we kept instead of the Goede Hoop^ is so 
worm-eaten that she is not strong enough to go far and will not be 
fit for use more than one or two years longer. We thereforo 
require another, and will not be able to visit the places mentioned 
before we have a stronger vessel and your direct orders. In ease 
jo\i deem it expedient to hear the padre himself, you will be tempted 
to have those places visited, as many maintain that it is the real 
Ophir whence Solomon was supplied with gold. For this porpoee 
a serviceable yacht with eight or ten or more pieces and a atrang 
galiot would be welcome, and I would gladly have the attempt 
made before my departure to Batavia, in order to inquire whether 
there or elsewhere such or any other considerable trade might not 
be opened. 

From the copies annexed you will gather what we have written 
to India. 

The timber, lime and stone asked for in our former letter we 
expect to get, as they are highly required to shelter our men and 
goods, especially the brick, cement and lime in order to build tanks 
for the oil extracted from the seals. Likewise plaster for fire-proof 
roofs for the stores. The 1,800 tiles, of which many are broken, will 
only cover a very small store room. 

We shall not be exposed to such distress again now that we may 
draw our supplies from the ships arriving here, that is if they 
do touch here, for many, if not compelled by necessity, pass by for 
the sake of obtaining the premium— a heavy punishment should be 
attached to the passing by of the Cape — ^but we have provided 
ourselves so well from the Saes, Winthont and Muyden as regards 
meat and pork that we may get on for 8 or 10 months. Bread and 
rice however, will not last longer than five months at the furthest, 
as the ships could not spare more. About that time we shall be 
looking out again for slnps, but whilst we have bread we will keep 
the men well at work, so that when bread fails there will not be 
much left to be done. 

The Muyden J with many sick on board, refreshed itself here 
nicely and left with a healthy crew on the 28th April. We took 
from her about 22 or 23 sick men to replace those despatched to 
India and Holland, because our supplies were running low and we 
did not know how to feed them, and most of Uiem were hardly worth 
their salt. We have now 114 paid men with 16 on the galiot, 
total 130, besides women and children exactly 20, so that the 
number of eaters here is 150, besides this we require extra food to 
attract the native? 
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1q out fonneir we aeked for 50 plates of yellow oopper and aa 
I mnoh wire aa we brought with ub from Home, but as we expect 
our trade to become mnre extensive we would like to have, besiJea 
the plat«s, 36 or 40 rolls of wire, asaorted, and fully the quantity of 
tobaoGO asked for. Little will be left, for all the oopper brought 
with ua oame to an end last Sunday the 27th, and was exchanged 
for cattle. We have now only the wire obtained per Haea, which 
is not taken as well as thick wire and plates. We are therefore 
afraid that from the present we will be at a loss, which is a pity. 
Therefore it will be necessary to be annually supplied with a 
sufficient quantity of assorted copper and garden seeds, aa the , 
ships from Home and India use a great deal of produce for 
refreshments. 

The journal will show the Resolution of the Council hero that 
the two ships {Oliphant and Prorinlie) were delayed to wait for the 
Bnckhuijuen until the 8th May. 

Obtained two horses from Batavia — expect one more per 
^ickhui/sen. Wish we had a dozen to be used for exploring the 
country, and finding what may be of profit to the Company. As 
we have written to Batavia for that niunber, we -equest from you 
a few light English saddles and bridles, with holsters and light 
pistols, as the two saddles from Batavia are thoroughly used up. 

Having written thus far, the Enck/tui/sen arrived (1st May). It 
■was resolved that the three vessels should leave on the 5th together. 
The Enchhuyfen, besides what it used whilst lying here, took on 
board four head of cattle and some cabbages, Ac., to have fresh 
supplies at sea for some time longer. The ship's accounts will tell 
you at what we valued the cattle and the sheep. Would like to 
know whether tho garden produce supplied is to bo charged for ; 
have hitheito not done it, though the seeds sent from India have 
"been charged against us. Wc are with 114 paid men in the fort, 
and as the English, for tlie .sake of capturing your return fleets, 
may attack the fort with large numbers (one day or other), we 
have decided to bring our number up to 150 by drafts from the 
fihipe, that we may have 60 or 70 men to despatch among the 
buehes along the shore to prevent the English or other enemies 
&om landing in boats. To keep the roads clear, we necessarily 
require two or more first-rate copper guns of 24, and u-on ones of 
18 lbs. The preservation of this excellent refreshment station for 

I the ships is of the ittmost importance to you. 
In the Fort Good Hope, 4th May, 1653. 
(Signed) J. A. VAK Riebeeck. 
List of papers sent to Holland, for the Chamber Amsterdam, per 
eUphant. 
No. 1. Original letter to the Ciiaraber, dated 4th May, 1653. 
2. Copy of journal since 9th March, 1653. 
3. Copy of letter from India Council to the Commanders at the 
flape, dated 24th Dec, 1652, and Jan. 31st, 1653. 
4- Invoieo of goods leoeived from India. 
L 
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i€SZ. 5. Letter of Biebeecl to the India CofimeQ per ship JVMjfdm 

^- 2eth April, 1853. 

7. Copy of receipt for stores taken from the Mnyden. 



No. 15. — ^IxsTRUcnoxs for thk Officers of thk "Zwartb 

Yob," proceeding to Bobbrn Isulxb. 

Udi Mmj. 13th Maj, 1653. — Ab the rainj season is onsoitable for killing 
seals about Saldanha Bay, the skins not drying properly, and the 
diy season is to be waited for, which commenoes about October, 
and as the men of the galiot should in the meanwhile haTe some- 
thing to do, we have decided to send you off and on to Bobben 
Island for shells to be burnt for lime, which is mudi required here. 

Weather permitting you will leaTe to-morrow, but before collect- 
ing shells, you must see whether there are as many ^gs to be had 
as formerly. Dividing your men into two sections, one for each 
side of the island, you shaU as quiddy as possible collect as many 
eggs as you can get and bring diem over to serve as food for the 
labourers here. 

You will likewise receive 6 sheep, 4 ewes and 2 rams, to be 
placed on Bobben Island, to see whether they will thrive there, 
and at the same time find out how the rock-rabbits are progressing 
which were some time ago placed there. Would like to be informed 
on these matters. Nothing more to order you to do ; only be on 
your guard against Engli»i and other enemies and trust nobody. 
Do your best. Wish you a safe voyage. Amen. 

In the Fort Good Hope, 13th May, 1653. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeeck. 



No. 16. — Persia or Surat — To the Officers in Gombroon or 

SURAT PER THE GaLIOT THE " ZwARTE Vos.*' 

9tli June. 9th June, 1 653. — From the enclosed letter of the Masters you will 
notice the war between Holland and England and the orders in 
consequeEce. Though you may have heard the news through 
another obanoel long before this, we have decided to send tne 
galiot to make assurance doubly sure. The cause of the delay has 
been the long voyage of the Roode Vos^ which left Texel the 19th 
Sept., 1652, and arrived here on the 2nd of this month. 

Arrived here safely this year under Hon. Demmer the return 
ships Parel, &c., which were thoroughly refreshed with cattle, sheep, 
carrots, turnips, cabbages and all other Dutch vegetables grown 
here Left on the 17th April. Waited in vain for the others. Before 
their depaHure, we handed them the secret instructions received 
from Home. 

'I'he OUphant, (So., under Hon. Frisius likewise left on the 6th 
May, after having been thoroughly recruited. 
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The Hae», Ac, also arrived here. The orders brought by them 
you will gather from the annexed copies. 

The state of defence to which oitr fortress has been brought and 
our trade with the natives, &o., Skipper Qerrit Abels : and tiie 
_ bookkeeper Pieter van der Helm will deaoribe to you. The latter 
ia a good fellow and clever, consequently fit for office work ; he 
kept the pay books hore, &o. We therefore recommend him to your 
notice, being aasureil that if he oontiuues to conduct himdelf ag 
hitherto, the Company may expect in course of time good servioa 
from him. 

Before closing we cannot refrain from coramunioatiug to you 
private intelligence received from home by tliu yachts mentioned 
that our Admiral Tromp with about 100 slupa, and another 
squadron of 30 firat-rate ships of war under De Ruyter (the first 
news having been somewhat distressing in oousequenoe of the loss 
of BO many ships captured by English privateers), had conducted 
themselves so valiantly in various enoounters with the enemy, and 
with such advantage to the country (according to the private news 
reoeived) that an Englishman hardly dares to show his face outside 
of his porta but is immediately driven bai.'k by Tromp, De Ruyter 
and our other brave naval heroes. We hope and pray that the 
following ships will bring even better news, and that God will be 
the helper and stay of our beloved country in this fiery war, which 
has posiiivoly been forced upon us, Amen. 

In the Fort Good Hope, Hth June, 1653. 

(Signed) J. v. Hiebfeck. 



Instructions for the Ofcicers of the " Zwakte Voa " proceed- 
ing TO Gombroon in Persia or Surat. 
9th June, 1653. — Although because prevented by the long voyage 
of the Rootle Vos, whieli left Texel on the 19th Sept,, and only 
arrived here on the 2nd June, we have been unable to forward tliese 
despatehes as ordered ; and although the officers in Persia or Surat 
may already through other ohaTinels have received information of 
the war, we have nevertheless considered it advisable, by Resolution 
of the 3rd instant, to despatoh you to the places named and with 
the despatches mentioned. 

You shall therefore leave to-morrow, and steer your course so 

that you take the shortest route to Persia or Surat as God's wind 

L and weather may enable you to do. We give you no special order 

. on this point, as the Maatere have left it to your own judgment. 

At whichever of the two places you may first arrive, you shall 

immediately deliver tlie desjatehes to the officers in charge there. 

For this, and for no other purpose, are you sent thither. In case 

you encounter on tlie voyage any English or other enemies and see 

^K no chance ol escaping, you shall, before falling int-j their hands, 

^k »nk into the sea all our despatches, attaching heavy weights to 

^H them, that the Company's secret plans may not be divulged. 



HikJ. 
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JiB;^. In case anything happens on the Tojage the Counctl shall be 

sununoned bv vocu and eonast of Gemt Abels, Skipper ; Pieter T.in 
^ der Helm, bookkeeper ; Comelis Jans : Swart, junior mate; the 
boatswain and gunner. 

If anything is to be decided regarding change of oooiBe, touch* 
ing at places or otherwise^ the Councfl mail be called up.^n to do 
80. Trust you may be spared and have a safe Toyage. Amen. 

^Signed) J. r. Bisbkrck. 
In the Fort Good Hope, SHh June, 1653. 

List of Diapers sent to Persia per the Z^mrfe Fot. 
No. 1. Original despatch of the Chamber of SeDmteen datMi 
SWth July. 1652. 

2. Original despatdi of Biebeeck to the cdBcers [at the plaite 
moition^ dated 9th June, 1653. 

3. Copies of letters of the Chamber of Serenteen and the 
ChanDTber Amsterdam. suecessiTely written to the India Counoil 
and the Commander and officers of the Fort the Good Hope, per 
the Ztmrte Fos, and the yachts J7af«, Wimtkomt and Mufden^ 



No. 17. — ^AoDmoiJAL Ixstructioss, dated 13rH Mat last, for 

THB OfFICBRS of THB *' ZwARTK Vos," AXD TO 8SKTK FOB. 
THr«E OF THE " BoODE YOS,** XOW BKADT TO LBAVB FOB 
BOBBEX IsLA^iD TO FETCH SHELLS FOB A LIMB KILN. 

1^ Jvlj-. From the instructions of 13th May. given to the Zwarie Voty 
you will sufficiently gather our intentions which you are to carry out, 
. and remember that you are also to obserre the inorease of the 
sheep and rod^-rabbits placed on Hobben Island, and do your best 
to collect as many shells as poesible for lime. Wish you good 
luck and a prosperous Toyage. 

(Signed) J. t. Bibbbbck. 
In the Fort Good Hope, 14th July, 1653. 



No. 18. — ^btsTBucnoxs fob thb Officers of the ** Boodb Vob^'^ 

FBEPABED TO LEAVE FOB HoiTT BaT. 

Jwly. 26th July, 1653. — Whereas it was resolved by Council yesterday 
to postpone the voyage to Bobben Island and send you to Hout 
Bay, to examine what timber and fuel Jmay be obtained there, you 
shall leave with the first favourable wind, and having safely anivM 
in the little bay, immediately send us notice overland with two or 
fliree armed men, that we may join you on foot or horsebai^, that 
together we may inspect the facilities of the place and see whetiier 
anything more may be secured for the benefit of the Ocnnipaiiy. 
The more m) as it is not unlikely that the Saluanhars, after having 
teded with us, may proceed thither with their flocks. The galiot 
therefore be employed to trade with them for some time 



I 
I 
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In ease it is impossible to obtaiD auy good timber Uiere, you 
chall, that the voyage may not be iirofitless, commeuce to collect 
fuel, which is procurable iu abiiodance iiear the shore, and very 
neoeesory for our kilns. 

(Signed) J. van Kieheeck. 

In the Fort Good Hupe, 2fith July, 1653. 



No. 19. — Hoot Bay — To the Officers of the " lioooE Vos," 

— SENT OTEELAND. 

4th August, 165-3. — As the Hout Bay affords no convenience 4th August, 
for getting timber towards the beaj?h, and we have found fine 
and large woods about two hours on fixit distant from the fort 
and comparatively easily transported, (and for tliis purjiose we 
have to-day sent 14 men to make a wagon road), you must do 
your best to take in as muuh fuel aa possible and return with the 
first good breeze. Fisli is more easily obtainable at Saldanha Bay 
and more abundant there. Will tlierefore postpone the salting 
until that time. We require the men for other work and have as 
yet sufficient food for them. Waste as little time on fishing as 
possible, that the galiot may the sooner be filled for the kilns. 
Your good friend, 

JOHAN VAN BlEMEECK. 

In the Fort Good Hope, 4th Aug., 1653. 



No. 20. -To THE India Councii., Batavia. 
13tii August, 165;}.— Wrote on the 26th April per Mnyd^n. l 

The journal will afford information regarding everythitig which 
has occurred here, in wliich we have carefully noted down every- 
thing. It will also show you that since oiir last letters very litUf. 
haa teen done in trade, &o., becapise of the departure of the 
Saldanhars, who are expected again in October or November, when 
we hope to be able to obtain more cattle than last season, if only 
provided with copper plates and tobacco, of which at present we 
are entirely destitute. If any plates ore to be had at Batavia we 
would like to get sfime. We hope to obtain a good quantity of 
ivory, but have not found that there ia as much musk among these 
people as we expected. Time will make us wiser. But do not 
doubt that you will at all times find sufficient refreshment heref'-r 
the ships ; as with God in the van, wo are ulready so far advance'l 
that the whole year tlirough we shall have abundant supphss, as 
iBay be seen from the journal. 

The Salniimn'ln- takes this. Its consorts have not yet arrived. 
It had some sick nn board and scurvy patients, who are already 
eonvalesoent. Twenty we have kept here, in order to be better 
able to ward off an attack of English or other enemies. We are 
now 130 strong, and hope to draft 20 more men from the following 
ships, and with this number to be able to defend our fori success- 
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1653. fully against all comers. Our receipts will show what stores we 

-^ have tf^en from this ship. We were already in want of faread, 

ngiiw. ^^ ^^^ £1 gi^^ j^ ^^^ arrived we would, like last year, haye again 

been suffering from the want of bread. We therefore require to 
be provided by you annually with at least 30 tons of rioe, 6 tons 
beans, 4 tons oadjanffh, and 25 leaguers arrack. All these things are 
necessary here for liberall y t reating the natives, if we are to derive 
any benefit from them We also require some black and white 
sugar and wax for candles like last year. 

About the end of this month the time for seal killing will be 
there, which we intend to take in hand witb tbe Roode Vos, until 
we receive further advices from home and yourselves, regarding 
the market for skins in your parts. Hope to hear soon — also 
whether the sea cow and elephant tusks are saleable. With the 
bread drawn from this ship and what we had, we shall be able to 
get on for three months fully, and should the Phoenix or any other 
ships not arrive in the meanwhile, we must again run short. But 
in spite of this we have not decided to open the chamber of reserved 
stores in this ship, trusting that we may be supplied by other 
arrivals. Should this hope be futile, it would have been wiser if 
we had supplied ourselves now. But we live in good hope, and 
therefore will not deprive the Salamander of its reserved stores. 

We kept the Roode Vos here because its crew was suffering 
severely from scurvy and the vessel was somewhat helpless, so that 
to forward the despatches as soon as possible, we were obliged to 
send the Zicarte Vos. For the clothing of the men we shall reqxdre 
this season 2 packs guinea linen, 1 pack mouris, 1 pack salampouris, 
1 pack coloured ginghams for upper clothiog, some cotton and silk 
knitted stockings, buttons, thread and sewing silk, also 1 or 2 
parcels of red cloth, asked for ere this, in case we are ordered by 
the Masters, according to our proposals, to make a commerGial 
voyage round the point towards Sof ala. For this purpose we would 
much like to have oack here again our yacht the Oood Hope^ which 
took the news of the war to your parts, it being very suitable for the 
purpose. It might likewise bring from India some bricks, lime 
and other necessaries, and so relieve the return vessels from doing 
so. The galiot here at present is unfit for such a voyage. We 
also request to be provided with sulphur and saltpetre for Tpaking 
fireworks to be used in cases of need, also with 10 or 12 horses to 
be used for travelling inland to explore the coimtry better than 
bas been done hitherto, and find out what benefits may be secured 
for the Company. The West Vrtesland has not yet arrived. We 
trust that it has made its appearance safely at Batavia before receipt 
of this. We trust to have the fort finished, and in a proper state 
of defence duiing this month. We also hope to have everything 
besides in such good order before the arrival of the return fleet, 
that our successors will only have to walk on the road prepared for 
them, that in accordance with our humble request we may look 
forward to being relieved. It appeeirs from the letter of the 21 




October that our appHoatioii would be (.onsidered at the first meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Seventeen, hcnoe we are anxiously awaiting 
the result in order to take etepa accordingly. Neverthelesa we 
recommend onrselvea unto your favour for Biich work as we may 
then liave to do, and wliicli will offer us more favourable oppor- 
tunities to strive for our promotion in the course of tirae. 

J. VAN RlEIISBCK. 

Dated at the Fort, IStb August, 1653. 

N.B. — We would have liked to lake out of the Snltimamler two 
long eanuonB to keep t}ip roads clear, but the offic-ers were afraid to 
part with them because of the English war, not knowing what 
might tAke place in the Strails of Sundn, and for other reasons 
moving them. In the meanwhile we remain dreadfully in want 
of them, as the safety of this place greatly depends upon our 
having some. We would therefore be glad to get a tew from you, 
also some light metal oarrouades fo be mounted on the flanks of 
the fort and loaded with grape. All of thera, if possible, should 
be provided with carriages, or models of the some should be sent, 
that they may be mode There from wood out of the Cape forest. 

List of papers sent to Batavia, per Salamander, Hith August, 
1653. No8. 1—5. 



J No. 21. — To THE India Council i'f-k "Vogei. Pikenix." 

22nd August, 16-53.— By the Windlwuil, Hma and Mxy-lm, and22iid Auguit. 
also the Salniti/inifer, whicli left this on the 15th lost, we gave you 
full particulars, so that we have now very liltle to add. 

As in consequence of the war with England the times are very 
anxious and dark, we have arranged with the captain of the 
PAn-Hi'j- a small code of signals for the use of the Company's ships, 
in order to be able on both sides (from sea and land) to know 
whether friends or foes are near. The code is enclosed for the use 
of every skipper and officer, that they may be warned in time, as 
at present the ships are afraid of sending boats on shore, and we 
likewise do not like to risk a vessel or any men by sending them 
any new arrival. This difficulty will be removed by the code. 
It would be surprising if about February next we did not come 
contact with the English, a probability which the Masters fear. 
They might take possession of the fort, and so more easily capture 
the return ships expected about that time. That is if they gain 
the viiitory over our navy at home But we truht that the Lord 
God will dispose of everytliing for the best. We mai.le use of the 
opportunity, however, to inorease the garrison to 150 men and 
provide ourselves with the supplies requirtd. We are always 
doing our best to make our positiou as strong as possible, that wa 
may oe able to withstand a powerful attack. If we had suffioient 
and serviceable store-rooms, we would ha^e provided ourselves 
with more stores, in order not to run short of food. 
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1653. Our plan 16 now to draw from every new arrival whatever fa 

ffM Atwwt ^^'^^^^y ^ supplement our supplies. Having here only on* 
^^ BergMnt and two assistants, who are still very young, and oanBot, 
ill oase of o«ir absence or death, be entrusted with the oommaiiid ef 
this settlement, we : oonvinced of the fitness of the junior merobant 
Jacob Keyniersz, have resolved to appoint him as our second in 
command, that in case of our death things may not go wrong for 
want of a proper head, but be kept in good order for the advantage 
of the Company, as may be more fiuly seen in the Besolution of 
the 19th specially taken for the purpose, copy of which is annexed. 

The provisions, war ammunition, &o., taken out of this ship^the 
PhceniXf for the fort, you will gather from the receipts given to 
the skipper. 

We request to be supplied with some bunting, as we have oaly 
one old flag, which will soon be broken. 

Signal code for warning the Company's ships calling at the 
Cape, that they may know whether or not this place is in the 
hands of the Company's servants. 

Those of the fort shall as soon as they become aware of the 
presence of one or more ships at once hoist the Prince's flag on the 
Northern Point called the " Reijger," and flre a cannon. The ship 
shall answer by likewise firing a gun and h6ist the Princess flag, 
that those at the fort may know that the vessels belong to the 
Company. 

(Signed) J. van Biebkeck. 

douwen oukks. 
Jacob Betniersz, 
Dated in the Fort, 22nd August, 1653. 

List of papers sent to Batavia per the Vogel P/ioenixy dated 22ad 
August, 1653. — Nos. 1 — 6. 



No. 22. — To THE India Council, sent per the " Konino 

David." 

Mih August. On the 29th the Koning David arrived safely, but, like the former 
ships, without any letters from our principals. The officers of this 
ship will tell you how the West Vriesland is circumstcuioed at 
Pemarabuco in consequence of bad discipline, &c. 

Like the former one, this vessel was well filled with bricks and 
planks, but as they lay under the cargo instead of ballast, and 
could only be taken out with gre t trouble, we did not widi to 
delay its departure, and request that another quantity may be sent^ 
besides the provisions asked for, &c. They are urgently needed. 

This vessel was pretty full of scurvy people, who were fairly 
recovering alter the fresh provisions obtained here. We trust witih 
the help of God to have sufficient on hand for the coming return 
fleets, being very busy with the gardens, and expecting that within 



6 or 8 weeks the trade ill cattle with the natives will recomraeiioe; 
Upon all wbich matters we trust God the Lord will grant His 
blessing. Ameu. ' 

We respeotfHily reqiit^st t<:i be supplied with one or two casks of 
linseed oil, tor painting our wooden houses. We have enough 
piUnt, but not Eilways oil. 

This having been wiitteu thus far, the SaldunharH unexpectedly 
put in an appearance with five jouug and old head of oaltle, 
wliieh wo bought more cheaply even thau last year. They tell us 
that tbey were every day on tlie poiot of coming on with large 
quantities of cattle— certainly a good thing — but it is to be re- 
gretted that beoiiuse we are without copper plates, it will be very 
difScult to obtain any cows, which can only be got for plates. We 
have enough wire to buy sheep in abundance, but no cattle will be 
obtained with it. If therefore you oan spare any yellow copper 
plates they wotild be of great serrice here, also such Dutch tobaioo 
aa was formerly supplied to the return fleets, to bo used here for 
barter. We have only 300 lbs. left, and if the trade comraenoGs 
and also ivory is brought on, this quantity will be soon consumed, 
as we obserre that the tuaka are mostly sold for tobacco and thin 
wire. 

We humbly request to be furnished with some Indian wheat, 
for it is a pity to eat this beautiful delicate Cape butter with ship's 
bread. In order to furnish the Goyemor-Qeneral and Counoillore 
of India with butter aa the ships anive, you will please oblige ub 
with some pots, as we hope that in coui-se of time much will be 
made. And if the cabbages packed in tubs likewise arrive in good 
order, we will take care always to send you some. 

J. VAN RieUEECK. 

Jacob Reyniersz. 
m Dated in the Fort, Sth August, 1653. 
P list of Papers sent to the India CouncQ. — Nos. 1 — i. 



No. 23, — Instructions for the Officers of thk " Roode Vos," 
pkoc;eepiso from Table Bay to Salranha Bav. 
From the accompanying extracts from our inatnietionB from 3rd Ootober. 
time to time given last yeoi- to the officers of the Good Hope, you 
will gather our intentions to search for trade and profit for our 
Masters. You will act in accordance with them, besides paying 
attention to what is written in this, and leave with the first fair 
wind according to the Kesolufion of the first of this month, proceed- 
ing direct to Saldanha Bay, without touching at Robben or 
Dassen Islands. On your arrival you must find out whether the 
natives are there, and inclined to trade. For this purpose you take 
with you 58 lbs. thin copper wire, 144 lbs. tobacco, and half a gross 
of pipes. Only sheep must be bartpre<l for, as rattle will be loo 
big to bo pnt on boani the galiot. You must also carefully enquire 
whether there be any amber, gold, or musk there, and do your best 
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1653. *to encourage the natives to bring on to you a number of tusks of 
J"" elephants and hippopotami, x ou shall likewise do your utmost 
to prevent your people from doing any harm to, or molesting the 
natives, and treat tnem in as friendly a manner as possible, that 
they may not become afraid, but more and more acoustomed to, and 
inclined towards us. And as we observe that the men are not 
deterred from giving for ostrich eg^ tortoises and other rubbish, 
as much tobacco and beads as we ^ve for whole oxen and sheep, 
by which the trade is seriously injured, and the natives are made 
indifferent about bringing on an abundance of cattle, — as they got 
as much as they require for their rubbish and oome to think that 
they need not be under the necessity of parting with their cattle, 
like last year, when it was found that as lone^ as they could get for 
eggs and tortoise shells, tobacco and copper, they did not bring any 
cattle, — you shall take special care that no one, great or small, 
exchanges with the natives anything in the world, of whatever litQe 
value it may be, that we may be able to trade with them under the 
most favourable circumstances and as speedily as the interests of 
the Company require, and though some may grumble at this order, 
because what they exchange is but rubbish, you shall nevertheless 
not allow it, but strictly forbid and prevent it, as it spoils the 
Company's trade here ; for as long as they can get anytLing for 
eggs and tortoise shells, it will be impossible for the Company to 
procure the quantity of cattle required, or anything else. Etonce 
all barter on the part of the men must be strictly forbidden. The 
bookkeeper Verburgh alone shall be allowed to trade, and he shall 
be your second in the Council, which shall be composed as 
follows : — Elbert Cornelis Kes, skipper ; Frederick Verburgh, book- 
keeper ; Jan Symontse, mate, and the boatswain if necessary. 

Should you find the Saldanhars, and that your trade witli them 
is prosperous, you shall also catch and salt down as much fish as 
you will be able to stow away, besides the sheep obtained, that it 
may be used for the men here. Tou therefore take with you three 
(^asks of salt. On your return voyage you will touch at Dassen and 
Itobben Islands, and on each you shall place some sheep for breed- 
ing purposes, to be used by us in case of necessity. From the 
Dassen Island jou must bring some rock-rabbits to be placed on 
Robben Island, and bring hither 50 or 60 alive if possible. You 
must also try and get as many young wild geese and ducks as you 
can, to multiply here and be tamed. This seems to be possible, 
judging from the seven brought from Robben Island. 

X ou will also catch many sharks mth fine skins You shall 
bring some with you, that we may examine them, to know whether 
they are of the kind sold in Japan. This order was last year 
given to, but not observed by, the skipper of the Goede Hoop. We 
trust that in these and other matters you will be more diligent for 
the Company. We shall bo glad to know it in time. 

You shall proceed hence between the islands and the mainlandi 
('ontinually sounding in order to obtain a thorough knowledge of 



the bottom. For this purpose you are to hiiva proper charts made 
of the coasts, bottoms, bays, rivers and beii'la, accoixling to our 
mstriiotiona of last year, extracts from which you receive with this, 
for your gniilttnt-e. 

The shells found by you in the said bay you are also to take on 
board for the limekiln here. The salt given you for the fiah must 
be economically used, for though obtainable here, the task of co!- 
leolingis troublesome, and the distance grt^at, whilst not before 
December or Jauuaiy a fresh supply will be possible. 

For the rest you are to be guided by what the interests of the 
Company reqnii-e, and opportunity places in your way. From our 
daily conversations and intercourse you will have gathered that it 
is our object lo promote tliose interests. We therefore dejiend 
up- >u your diligent discharge of the duty entrusted to you ; and 
wish yon a happy voyage. You must, try whether the seeds whloh 
you take with you will grow at Saldanha Bay or on tlie islands 
mentioned, that some refreshment and luxury may he found there 
also. 

J. VAN HlKIIEKCK. 

Jacob Rrymbhsz, 
Dated in the Fort, 3rd October, 1653. 

List of papers given to the officers of the Rootle Vos, proceeding 
to Saldanna, &a. Noa. 1 — 3. 



No 24. — To THB Officers of thk " Roode Vos," at Saldanha 
Bav, sent oveblanh. 

13th October, 16.53. — Monsieur, Reynierfz having arrived safely Kiih Oticbrr. 
from Saldanha Bay overland the day before yesterday, and having 
informed us that the French vessel there was ready to leave for 
France in five or six days, we decided to send you overland our 
despatch to the Masters at Amsterdam, that Verburgh, who is well 
aeqiiainted with the French language, may deliver it to the officers 
of that ship. You are also to give them our greeting, with the 
assurance that if ihey had touched here, we would liave supplied 
them with sheep, cattle, fowls, geese, ducks, partridges, and all 
kinds of game, besides salad, cabbages, carrots, turnips, and all 
kinds of European ganlen produce, and which we were also inclined 
to send to him if we had had a vessel at our disposal. At the 
same time recommend to his especial care our letters to the 
Directors, As Reynierez reports that many ot the Frenohmeii, 
because supplier! nith nothing else than penguins and seal's Qesh, 
are unwilling to return to France by that vessel, and would eonse- 

auently prefer to remain with us, we have decided to inform you 
lat in accordance with the orders left by ReynierFZ you are to 
tempt as many of the Frenchmen as pos-ible to desert, and as 
secretly as you can, that in this way the captain may become so 
helpless that he may be induced to sell his ship and cargo to the 
Company, And that none of his men may be found in the galiot, 



Idti 

I6tt» they are all to take to the shore aod aooompanj our men hit|ief 
Z\^^ overland. They are all to be well provided for the journey with 
*»w*». Ijj,^^^ p^yt j^u^j arrack, as the road is difficult In this way goo4 
service will be rendered to the Company, and the Frenduxuyai wi^ 
be deprived of every inclination to return for seal skins. At ^ 
events do your beet to obtain some of the men, in order to leaxn 
from them the proper manner of preparing the skins, as much 
depends upon this. In the first place you are to take the three 
convicts i^dth you from the island for pure charity's sake and at 
their request, and which you have a perfect right to do. These 
instructions are, however, to be kept secret from the Frenehmaa. 
It would also be a good thing if you could get all his men away to 
this place overland, to prevent the captain from continuing his 
voyage, and so obtain persons able to teach us how to prepare tb^ 
skins, as Beyniersz has verbally instructed Yerburgh to do. This 
order we now endorse, trusting that you will carry it out to the 
best of your ability. You must promise good pay to the me^^ 
also liquor in abundance, and what more may tend to draw them. 
You are also to find out in what manner the skins are prepared, 
T\\at tools are used for the purpose, and whether the French have 
taken in anything besides s^ skins and train oil. This you mfy 
gather from the crew. Much depends upon it for the benefit pf 
the Company. 

This will reach you with four men under the Corporal Willem 
Muller, by whom you must endeavour to persuade the crew of the 
French vessel to leave overland for this place, giving a glowing 
description of all the comforts to be had here, that as many men as 
possible may be obtained. 

Tour friends. 

J. VAN BlEBBECK. 

Jacob Heyniebsz. 
Dated in the Fort, 13th October, 1653. 



No. 25. — To THE Directors, sent by a French Ship via 

Saldanha Bay and France. 

I3tli October. 13th October, 1653. — The natives having informed us, aod tj^ 
galiot having verified the statement, that a French vessel y^ 
lying in Saldanha Bay, which for six months and during the whol^ 
rainy season had been employed on the various islands in oatching 
seals, and had collected about 5,000 skins and much oil, iHgurnt in 
large iron boilers ; also that it was on the point of again l^yaog 
for France without any possibility on our side of persuading t)i^ 
captain to come to Table Bay, notwithstanding our promise of a 
good reception, &c., we have no desire to forego the opportunity (4 
forwarding to you a letter, sent overland to Saldanha Bay i^nd to 
be taken charge of by the said ship. ^The junior rx^fnptf fu^^ 
Beymersz, with six soldiers and one boy, walked the whole djiit|kiw 
^m SaJdnnba B^y to this in 84 hours.) 



We doulot not that our letters sent hy the return ehips have 
nalely Mrived, in which we have informed you of everything. We 
also sent you as a sample 4,105 seal sIdnB, and trust soon to hear 
the reault, and your orders regarding the continuance of this 
industry and the preparation of train oil. 

The appearance of this Prenohman and hia statement that soon 
two or three otliers of his natioa will be here for the same purpose, 
show uumistakeably that large profits are to he derived from seal 
fishini^, therefore we trust soon to hear your opinion ou the subject. 
It would be advisable if 20 or 30 men were stationed on Elizabeth 
Island, nnd a fort bui!t there, somewhat smaller than the one here, 
with two or three cannon, that all may be cured of their inoliuation 
to return to that spot for killing seals, 

We did not venture to attempt anything agaiust this vessel 
because it was a Frenehman, but if it had been an Englishman wo 
might easily have captured it, as it had only 40 men on board, 
though our people say that the number is not above 30. We have 
ordered our men to do their best to draw the men away to us, 
that the ship may become helpless, and incapable of prosecuting its 
voyage. We also promised good pay and good food and liquor, 
&o. 

What the Frenoliman has told us, the notes of Verburgh accom- 
panying this will tell you. Furtlier particulars also regarding 
other matters we will send you with thr' return lleet. 

The words written in a strange language will be interpreted to 
yon by Bronokhorst, Bylevolt, or Alexander van Karten, who 
learned the language in the North, where they were together in 
an office. They are able to speak, read, and understand it. 

After the departure of the Olipbant, PiwintU and Eiickhuyaeii 
on the 6th May, the long-expeoted Roode Von arrived on the 2nd of 
Jane from Hoom. The skipper, mate and othOTs had died on the 
voyage, and the junior mate accordingly earned his promotion by 
the death of his superiors. As the long voyage caused a great do^ 
of sickness and sonrvy among the crew, we sent your despatches to 
Persia with the Zwartc Von, keeping the Rooih Vox here, which is 
at present at Saldanha Bay eatohing fish. After this we intend to 
use it for catching seals, trusting that it may be profitable. These 
galiots are so difficult to manage that they can only be used on the 
ooa«t with great danger ; wo would therefore like to have a oouple 
of light VUeland galiots, whioii may be propelled with oars in ease 
of oalms ; also a yaoht fit fur sailing along tlie Eastern coast and 
for the seal fishery. The ships here are not aubjeot to destruction 
from worms, and a yacht, as mentioned, would bo serviceable to find 
out everything about trade beyond the point, and if unsuooessful, 
might oro«s over to Madagascar and obtain slaves and rice in tJie 
bay of Antongil. The rice might be kept here, and the slaves for- 
w^ed to Batavia by the outward bound vessels. But for this 
some tin would be required 
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1848. We have also fortified ourselves and are daily coDtinuing to do 

r" , BO, that with the help of God we need not be ofrsid of any Kngliak 
' or othfT enemies, so that you may be quite comfortable about us j 
for whether fhey oome in February or thereabouts to surpriae the 
return fleet, and for thtit purpose first to overpower this garrison^ 
we can af-eure you that they will oatch a Tartar, as besides the 
fort, we trust to have so many ambuscades along tlie beach, &c., 
that with the help of God wo shall be able to keep their feet from 
land. We are, however, greatly in want of two good brass li 
guns or far-reachlDg ordnance to command the roadstead, i 
make the enemy's ships harmless — This would benefit us greatly. 
Please think of it as highly neoessary. Also do not forget to aeai 
us the required timber, lime, cement and bricks, to make the oil 
sheds and troughs, and the huts aud oeiliugs for storiDg the skim 
and sheltering the cattle. Here we have fine wood in suffioient 
quantity two or two and a half miles away from the fort, but » 
difficult and tedious of transport, that we can hardly wait for them. 
We are also very much in want of the wagons asked for, also ths 
gun oarriages, or a man able to make them. 

The trade with the Saldanhars has reoommenoed. For the fint 

time we obtained the day before yestenlay 17 aheep, but the thin 

wire received by the H'lfs does not fake eo well oa the thick sort 

and the plates, which are all spent, and of which we are in great 

need. Without this we cannot obtain any cattle. The tobacoe 

should bo stronger, better and thicker, and not subject to rotting. 

. \ We succeed with all kinds of vegetables and are getting a goo 

' supply of milk, butter and cheese from the cattle, but are stiU i 

want of the necessary utensils, which we hope to receive soon. In 

course of time a prosperous place will grow out of the Capo, and' 

your ships will always find sufficient refi-eshments here. It ia ■ 

[ sight to see how full the gardens are with fine produce ; they covet 

/( about two morgen of land. We daily give to the men oabba«»- 

. lettuces weighing one and a half lbs. a piece, radishes and othop 

I vegetables, that they may eat of the oest ; also buttermilk, Ao. 

Tlie return ships ^n\\ find so much here, that not only during their 

stay will they have abundance, but they will be able to take fl 

large quantity away for the voyage. If you send us the required 

Keeds, we hope to feed ourselves in one or two years' time. To gi ' 

this object, no time is wasted. 

Last j-ear we 
cause of the heal 
hand, as Him 
nue3-eariBnofIfl 



nueyear 

wlialel-^ 

■Irawii 

Th,. 



you irom starting a whale-fishery 

""■^ fiod th»t it can l>e taken in 

M that evidently 

reqiiifii som*? mop 

■■:: Willi* 

■•.avily. 
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Would like to have one or two dozen good firelocks for use ou 1653. 
land journey*, where they would be of great service ; also some ,_.. ^ ,^ 
fiinta for our giins, which are all without any, and therefore useless ; ' '^° ■ 
one or two aunia of linseed oil, some paint for painting our wooden 
houses to preserve them, and some steel and smith's ooal, &v. 

I J. VAN RlEBEECK. 

^ Dated in the Fort, 13th October, 1653. 

^ List of papers sent to Holland per French ship lying now at 
Baldanha Bay. No. 1—3. 



No. 26. iNSTIlUtTlOSS FOIl THE OkPICEIIS OF THK " UlXllIK V'JS." 

■ BEAUV TO PBOUEBD TO SaLDAMHA BaV AND THE NeIOH- 

^ SOURING Islands. 

Though the French have very mueh denuded the Dassen and Docpnibct 
other islandH of seals when you left those places, so that at present 
very little would be obtainable there, still as thfl four Frenchmen 
whom you brought, are of opinion that the old seals briug forth 
about this time, aud that the finest skins are taken from the young 
ones, we have decided by Besolulion of the 6th to send you and 2y 
men with the galiot and decked boat to see whether you may not 
get together a fair quantity, in time for the return fleet. 

Tou will therefore, wind and weather being favourable, proceed 
to-morrow straight to Saldanba Bay and touc^h at Robben Island, 
to find out whether the seals have not retreated thither after having 
been frightened away by the French from the Saldanha Bay 
Islands. Should this be so, you may leave the boat there with 14 
men to kill seals, aud proceed straight to Saldanha Bay, without 
oalling at Daseeu Island, to see whether any skins have been left 
beliind by the French, which you are to take on boanl and bring 
hither for the benefit of tho Company. Tou shall likewise care- 
fully inquire whether any Saldanhars with cattle are in the 
neighbourhood. 

For thJ H purpose you may use the little cargo still on hoard. On 
meeting the natives you shall treat them as kindly as possible, 
asBuring them that wo are unwilling to do thom the least harm 
because of the crime of Herry, but rather desired to show them as 
muoh friendship as posiible ; and that we are here abundantly 
supplied with copper aud tobacco ; adding whatever may further 
tend to draw them towards us. For the Company is much interested 
iu being on friendly terms and in kindly iutercourae with these 
natives. 

i you find any Saldanhars there and have no chance of 

'i at Robben Island, the Bookkeeper Verburgh shall, 

— evioua instructions, alone be authorised to trade ; 

le boat under Corporal van GuHck are to be 

four Frenchmen on the islands for calnhing 
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1653. Should yoa obtain any sheep jon may phim them on one of the 

islets xmtil the time of jour departure, v/hen yon shall bring them 
^th jou, with the skins found. The boat's crew under oommand 
of Yerburgh, is to be left on Dassen or any other island for seal 
catching, and with the necessary stores. 

Should the Frendi have left no skins, and there be no opportunity 
to trade with the natives, you shall let the crew of the boat take 
to seal fishiog on one of the islands, and whilst still at Saldanha 
Bay, make the men catch and salt down as much fish aa poetibk 
for their food, without purposely delaying, as there will be a lot of 
birds for them on the islands. You will then, having arranged 
everything, proceed direct to Hout Bay without calling here ; and 
there take in fuel for the lime-kilns here. Of your arrival you 
must at once inform us overland, that we may consider, whilat you 
are there, whether we shall make an expedition against Henry, as 
the party sent out would be better provided with provisions mm 
that place than could be done from this. For the rest you ean 
gather our purpose from the conversations held in the Ooimeil and 
also outside of it. We therefore depend upon your diligenoe and 
wish you a prosperous voyage. Amen. 

J. VAN BiBBBBca. 

Jacob Betkibrsz. 
Dated in the Fort, December, 1653. 



No, 27. — ^To thb India Counciju 

3l8t Dec. By our last per Koning David^ dated 6th August, you were 
informed of our incipient trade with the Saldanhars and the 
prospects of success — copy annexed. Since have arrived the 
Naarden^ Bred<i and Lam on the 21st and 22nd December with a 
short letter, of which copy is annexed, from the Amsterdam Chamber, 
The Vreede, Draas and Ka(f^ their consorts, have not yet arrived. 
They may have passed on. It would have been better if they had 
called like these, who were full of scurvy patients and have been 
refreshed satisfactorily, so that they will no doubt arrive at Batavia 
with healthy crews, to the great relief of the hospital there. At 
present sufficient refreshments are to be had here, whilst no doubt 
next year we shall have such an abundance that we will be at a 
loss what to do with it. . . . 

From the journal you will see how Herry, our interpreter, who 
with his people had always been \mder our protection and received 
many favours from us, robbed us of our cattle on the 19th October, 
during the Sunday service, and murdered the young man left in 
charge by the herds, and that we failed in capturing either Imnself 
or any of his. The consequence has been that the Saldanhari, 
informed of it, were afraid to come near the fort, fhlnVing 
that we would revenge ourselves upon them. We have not been 
able to obtain a single animal from them since the 20th. Infotmed 
however of this fear of the Saldanhars, who would not appitMMh 
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^erthan half a mile, we assured them by personal visits to tlieir 
'encampments, unarmed, that they haJ no reason to be afraid ; and 
by persuasion finally induced them to come to the fort, where 
Lney were royally treated and a new alliance with them was formed. 
They declared that they had nn ahare in Kerry's doings. What 
the truth may be, and whether hy bribes they may be induced to 
deliver Herry to us, time alone will show. We do not hroaob 
the subject to them, but onfine ourselves to treating them well, to 
find out what their intentions really arc. Iq the meanwhile the 
skips had to be satisfied witli cabbages and other vegetables abun- 
dantly supplied. They had to do without fresh meat, but not 
without greens, and we hope when the return fleet arrives, to have 
with Qod's blessing suffioient cattle again, to supply all ; and that 
the churn will also be going, which is now standing still; for the 
Saldanhars are again visiting ua without fe:ir. \V'ould that we 
were supplied with plate copper, upon which the bartf<r of oxen 
chiefly depends. At present we do not possess a pound's weight, 
but for sheep we have enough wire. 

The fort a,t pifsent is in a proper state ol dul'euco and well 
provided with outworks. We are still adding to the defenies, and 
making the emhankment-s stronger ; they have been raised a few 
feet higher, or 16 Ithinel&nd feet in lieight, capable of withstand- 
ing a severe attack from Ecglishmen, whom, should they come, we 
expect in February. We trust, however, that they will find 
enough to do at home to delay thinking about us for the jiurposa 
of capturing the returu vessels. We, however, remain on our 
guanl, as we have been told by the officers of the ships that 20 
well armed English ships are cmising, no one knows where. 

The stores and other necessaries asked for we hope to receive by 
the following return fleet, but in order to be prepared for emer- 
^Qcies we have landed stores from the ships, as our receipts will 



Signed) 



J, VAN lllEllEECK. 

Jacob Rkvmebsz, 

Dated in the Fort, 3Ist December, 1653. 

N.B. — Each ship takes some cabbage-lettuce, cabbage and turnip 
seed, won here every day, to see whether fresh Cape seeds will not 
be better for India than the old Dutch seeds sent to you. 

List of papers sent to Batavia per Naardeii. Nos. 1 — 6. 

I list of papers sent to India per Breda. Nos. l^-o. 
I List of papers sent to India per Lam. Nos, 1 — 2. 
i 



1863. 
iHt Da«. 



RESOLUTIONS. 

L Sunday, Jan. 19, 165-J. — See Journal of the same date. i9th Jany. 

Friday, Feb. 21. — See journal of the same date. autFHbj, 

(N.B. — The young shepherd David Jausz, murdered by Herry 
juad his eomrades, is here described as having bad a hand in 

U 2 
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inn%. Nliiijf(lit('rin^ uml eating tlu* shef^p stolen by Jan Blanx and 
J ' , othorM.) 

M Iml' TiH^HiJity, Juno ;j.— KcK) journal of the same dale. 
AUi JiiMi- Til II rH< lay, Juno «0. — do. do. 

fKli^tiiMi Kridiiy, Juno 0. — do. do. 

Si/)UiJuly Kriiliiy, July 25. — do. do. 

\s»\U AtiKuiii. 'riH'wiiiy, Aiiff. IJ^ — The (Commander having with him no other 
pnrrion of rank tliiin a norgeant and two assistants (the latter both 
yoiin^ nion) and tlinrcforo no one to whom, in case of his absence 
c»r (loath, (lio govornni(*nt oould be entrusted, so that serious loss 
might roHult 1o Uin uHlublishment here; it has been found neoessaiy 
to appoint a propter person for that purpose. Hence the Council, 
Ntrongth(«nod by tlio skippor and merchant of the ship PJuenix^ and 
(•onvinuod of th(« niorits of Jacob lli^yuiersz, junior merchant on 
till* Huiil V!»Hw»l, olort him to tlie ottii»eof Scciinde^ to act as Adminis- 
trator in tMido of th(« absence or death of Commander J. van 
Ui(«bi*ook ; »\ibji»ot of roiirso to the approval of the Board of 
Hovontoon and thi^ Ui^h Oovoniment at Batavia. Such a measure 
Ih HMpiinul for tliosafoty and gooil gi>vemmeut of the residency, 
AN nuittorM havo alnnuly so far advani'eil that the ships can always 
bo woll pix>\id«Hl wit)) ivfiv^hmouts, Si^ that it would be a pity if, 
for want of ablo poisons, thoso ail vantages are again lost. 

m\\ AiiHuM. Sat\ii^iiiv. Au^\ist «U>. — IVrmission granted to Adolphus ten 
IWng«n-oort« b{)oholor, and JanneXen Willemss, spinster, both of 
Anutor«lAni« and now \ui Invarxl the Koninp ArnV/ and on their way 
to lndi;i« \\\ W nnito.i in w^nlKx^k. There being no lawful impedi- 
montt it is owionHi that thoy shall bt^ married the day after 
t^> mov)>n\ ^Momia^"^ IvfvMPtMhe Council, that the ship*s depntuie 
U^ n\*f \b*Uv«\l. 

Ui <v,hOiM ^^^^^n^^*^ta\\ iV^olvr I. — Jnv journal of the samedate. 

,M \V, ioKN» I'VuUx » i V Jolvr Iv S<H^ joxin;*! of the same date. 

\ \\\\ \VMsM Sat«\Ma\ , I V!olvr 1 1 . — J*ivb R<\vniers»£ : arrived widi hi? eight 
\nou th^N^vvninii (ror,; S^danh^ Rsy, He stazas that many of 
tho VNvwoh o^vxx haa Kvn wry oivi*. Asd bt^rjred to be accepted in 
\\w \\^v,\\^Ar^\\ s»t^;\;^Vs Vy\iii;;s»? thtv w«re cnlv fe»i on <i?«I$* flesh, 

S'«^^\j^>;;x^*^ x<^\, \x >,;>!; :hov ju>* hMdae^s^ to vu:<£i t})rcts«jv^eisL Xor 
ui lK\\ J^^: Av^v l\5x>dui >»>**; evt>r to t«t.. They {vxiised to do 
•,h>>iv ^iv,5 X tic::>,:x;Ux a::*i t>Mu*c; **» ^xvcytiivx tify lae«-. Beyiueisi 
Iwfc^i ;V,«>^vto.ty ^^y«.v:^^^ Y**cV.,r^. to Jkvvc-: t^ifsi. Mn=;j« is vxxild 
W to •^hv' a.;x:lu;M^^^ ot :>?:■ vV-anpasv l^:.ic tl::^: aj«> sake the 
V\vA\,'^,tt^ay, ^^ *i:o«*.>4as!,i;\i ;iia: ^ rtC-rt b^'sae v^old 

Iv.*^ ^S,^ l\>»xxa»^> f.-c :sju*\ ,x to ife^ ,cr ij£cr.. Ix :if jantr .iHe he 
>a\MM4 W jw*,>\l x:r>,5rc jt^m: occx«3:a t.- tsw asii r» cwaers 
Amr.^iv^ *08r fcvxi ,*i *xvc^" ^»:jsl Tk "r?cxn. i^tSfesc. I^ Fr»iJL 
«dm >av^>iS 4^* ^*^ CA.'C :!^crkv ^ ji;«l1 ixozsx. >i^ x^ ^« to 
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lamentations, and that four men should retain nverlaiid with i6S3. 
orders to the Roode Voa to use their beat endeavours, nut ouly to ^jj,„ 
take into service those who voluntarily offered themselves, but to 
tempt as many as possible to (^ome to the Cape overland, that the 
French captain might be hampered as much as possible, his 
employers for ever deprived of tlie ftish to oome hack, and a proper 
knowledge regarding ihe curing of seal skins obtained from 
the men. The three convicts were also to be taken from the 
Islands, on which they had been abandoned by the French officers, 
a work of mercy to which no one would object. For in 1642 some 
of our people, banished on Bobben Island by the Hon. Caron, of 
the liotteriltiiii, were taken ofi by the English, when still our 
friends, and carried by them home vid Englaud. We may there- 
fore do the same to these three convicts. The French captain will 
take the letter to be prepared to-morrow. He intends leaving 
about the 25th inat. The four men already mentioned will convey 
the documents to him overland, and every attempt is to be made 
to induce hira to oome to Table Bay, that such steps may be taken 
as shall be most advantageous to the Company. 

Tuesday, October 21.- — All our cattle, 44 in number, stolen last 2lit October. 
Sunday by the Watermen during Divine service. Tna thieves 
have always been protected by us since our arrival, and we have 
shown them much IdudoMS, especially the interpreter Hen-y, who 
flaily dined at our table, and was clothed with Dutch clothes and 
adorned with a copper chain, a stick and plates. T)ie others like- 
wise were always well fed, aud consequently always prepared to 
fetch water and fuel, to milk the cows and take charge of the 
calves. We were as kind to them as if they were our own people, 
and we helievefl that they were as favourably disposed towards us. 
We find that we have been dectnved. The common people, who 
are the greatest sufferers, are very much embittered against them, 
and vowing vengeance. This course however, woulil cause great 
irritation, and for good put an end to all intercourse with the 
Saldanhars, the chief object of the Company here. The Saldanliars, 
we fear, will, for some time to come, hesitate to approach us with 
their cattle, dreading that we intend to take vengeance. We have 
accordingly resolved, notwithstanding the murder of young David 
Jansen, who herded the cattle at the time, and because the roguos 
were not captured red handed, to publish an order, forbidding all 
ad every one to do the least harm to the natives, whether Beaoh- 
ingerB or Saldanhars, when they show themselves at the fort; 
3a I not even to Herry, who is evidently the sole cause of the 
kime ; but to show them as much kindness as possible ; yea ! more 
indness tlian was shown them before, in order to remove the fears 
I the Saldanhars, and convince them that we do not desire to 
Mvenge an injury, and certainly not without cause; aho that we 
O not attach any importance to any vengeance taken upon the 
teacli-rangers, as it would interfere with our intercourse with the 
'ftldauLare, which is of much importance to the Company. We 
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M6I. might also punish the innooent ^th the gniliy, and the last 
jSRor would be worse than the first. And in order to ensure 
safety on the road to the forest, the foresters shall always be 
together to the number of ten, whilst six wood carriers, always 
aimed, shall attend the wagon. The men within the f6rt shall 
be dirided into four companies, each one to have its place, in case 
of surprise, and also to appoint men under the gunner to work the 
cannon. 
tM October. Thursday, October 23. — A few of the musketeers guarding the 
woodcutters in the forest hastily arrived with the news that some 
Saldanhars — among them a Gaptain from whom last year we had 
bartered much cattle, and had caught and returned one which had 
strayed away — had brought the iiLformation that Henry was lying 
in ]^alse Bay with the stoloi cattle and had requested tiie 
Saldanhars to be allowed to live with them ; but the latter had 
refused^ knowing that his cattle had been stolen from the I>utdL 
The said Saldanha Cantain had also stated this to us last Satur- 
day evening, adding that he had seen the animals, and malring 
signs to the carpenters that more men with fire-arms should be 
sent f6r« and that he would bring them to Heny to recover ibe 
cattle. Having heord this news, and conadered that the Beach- 
rangers, Herry s allies, wei^ the cause of all the injury hitherto 
sushdned bv us« and that the Saldanhars had diown us unbroken 
kindness^ as was again prov>*d last year ; and that they pi e feif e d 
to trade without the mterventicn of Hezrv, who never dared to 
venture among them unless accompanied by scvne of oor men (one 
troop excepira, who seemed to be somewhat friends of Henry, 
though even these he and his allies approached with fear, always 
fleeing whenevM' any Saldanhars riszted the fort, Heny akme 
remaining imder our safe protection), it became mors and more 
evident that« in accordance with the opinion of all who hare visited 
the Care fn>xu time to time and abo those of the ait 'c L e d di^ 
MmriHmt and Hi»erftfi*^ that the Saldanhars and Watennen were 
slways hostile towards each other : that the Watennen p r e v en ted 
trade with the Saldanhars and thai therefore we wooU do a aerviee 
to the Sakianhai^ by following Herry and his trihe, — €b» 
Saldanhars agnifying that we dieuld k3I boCh Heny and the 
Watermen in ofder tck trade wi A us more peaceabh-. ItwvnMnot 
W nteeesary to do thb only for the SaManhais' sakew hot Heny 
and hb eonfrerei^ have given us cau^se $uffici«t to tak^revvnge for 
the murder of the boy and the dieft of the eatde. It wns finally 
raK>lved« after mature vieiibermticft^ to send 17 strong i»nWy^ns 
vietualled for fntr or five da vs. towards Fake BaT. ai ~ 
oi Ccvpor&I J. V. Harwardee. a ptt»ient and earcfal 

to remain diirts^ the night in the forest with the carpenten, 

on the fcilowis^ mcniing to pr!>eeed w5ti^ die gUUL— l*^ 

O^ptabu or wTth>?al hau to wleecever Heny ss^U he widi the 

cattle. Futdio|r hrm :Wy were to endeavoar toieevm-i 

<a|ti«e k» aad k» P^Y'* ^J ^^ <^ ^^ 
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particularly oarefal that they were not tempted, deocived or killed 
hy the Saldanhara or Watermeo. 

Saturday, November 8.— Jacob Reyniersz, juDior merchant, 
atatioQed here us eeooiid person, and Elizabeth van Opdorp, 
spinster, born at Charlois, and wai'd of Commander van Riebeecls, 
deeire to be united in wedlock. No impedimuntB existing, the 
first publication of banna bball fake place to-morrow. After the 
third publication, at the end of the Sunday's service, the ceremony 

t shall D6 performed by the Secretary Verburgh — no minister being 
here — in public in the Council Chamber. 
Monday, November 17. — The foui- French sailors having stated 
that their captain had left them on an island in Saldanha Bay 
without the pi'ospect of being again taken off, and tliat therefore 
they had ao earnestly begged of us to be taken on board of the 
galiot — the captain of the French sliip not wishing to assure them 

»that he would again remove them — the Council, mindful of the 
jervioe which the Company might derive from their knowledge ot 
goring seal skins, and of the coast and trade with Madagascar, &d., 
zesolves from sheer compassion to take the said men into the 
Company's service, viz. : — Nieola Baine, a healthy man and well 
acquainted with the Madagascar coast and trade, as arquebusier at 
14 gl. ; Martin Cordie as arquebusier at 13 gl. ; Louys Raiue and 
Daniel Mulol as boatmen at 3 gl. per month for tlu^e years 
oommenoing from October S^nd last, when they came on 
board 

Sunday, November 23. — Aftf-r tlie reading of the sermon this 
afternoon, no impediment having ocuurred, the marriage was 
solemnised between Jacob lieyniersz, junior merchant, and 
Slizabeth van Opdorp. 

Friday, November 28.— Marcus Rohheljaert, oorporal, and Jan 
ICatyse, quarter-master, disrated by senteuoe of the Court:— 
Bobbeljaert to be cadet with 10 gl. « month, because having been 
drunk when on guard he had stabbbd tho cadet Symon Huybreohta, 
and committed other mad pranks. Ue was likewise condemned to 
pay as compeiisatiou to said Unybrechta three months' wages. Jan 
Matyse was reduced to the rank of common sailor at 9 gl. per 
month, and is also to receive 100 lashes at thepoU;, because Having 
been druuk the night before yesterday, he had withstood the 
Corporal Willem Muller and drawn his knife on him when told to 
go to bed and make no noise. He would also have stabbed the 
latter, who had fallen, if the sentry had not interfered, as lie had 
jumped on the prostrate Corporal to repeat the stroke. The 
sentences are to be carried out to-raorrow. 

Wednesday, December 3, — Comelis Ulricx, junior barber on 
board the Vo», is condemned to be suspendod from office for six 
months, to receive 50 lashes, and to apologise to the skipjier and 

E'-nte, for having libelled them among the crew, greatly to the 
iimation of their character, causing some mutiny among the 
a and incipient disobedience, &,o. Likewise the butler, Roeloff 
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1663. Direksz, is to receive 50 lashes and to apoloi^ze as above for 

SrdDec ^*^°? spread the false reports he had heard from the barber, and 

for charging the skipper with being a ring thief, &o. Both 

sentences are to be earned out to-morrow in order to maintain the 

necessary discipline. 

6th Dec. Saturday, December 6. — See journal of the same date. 



ATTESTATIONS, DECLARATIONS AND AFFIDAVITS. 

4th October. 4th October, 1653. — The undersigned, summoned by the Court 
to declare in what manner Juriaen Willeke was drowned, testify 
that they had, with permission of the Commander — ^thirteen in 
number — gone out fishing. Some had proceeded in the sloop, 
others had walked along the shore towards Salt River, at the 
mouth of which the boat had encountered such a heavy current 
that it could not enter. The gunner had tlien said : " Let us 
throw a line to those on shore, that they may pull us in.'* This 
was done, and Jans Gabrielsz : and Gerrit Hermens endeavoured to 
get hold of it, but in consequence of the quicksands did not dare 
to go in deeper than to below their knees. Juriaen Willeke then 
came, saying : " I will run for it, I can swim," passing at the 
same time the others and standing a hand's breadth above his 
knees in the water. He caught the line, but before he could gain 
the shore with it he was thrown down by the heavy curren. He 
threw up his arms, cried out and disappeared at once. The other 
two who were about a yard behind him, had enough to do to gain 
the shore, declaring that the sand was in such motion, that being 
only up to their calves in water, they could hardly keep their feet. 
Whatever trouble those on land and in the boat took to reoover 
the body of Juriaen Willeke, they could get no sight of him again 
or assist him in any possible manner. — Signed on the 4th October, 
1653, by Bartel Schacht and the others, 17 in number, and 
confirmed by oath on the 14th October, 1653, 

19th Nov. 19th November. — The undersigned declare that they heard and 
seen that Adriaen, the Provost Marshal, being drunk, had wished 
to gf CO bed above the guard-house, iu which, as he stated, he was 
prevented by the men who were upstairs, and that having com- 
plained to Marcus, the Corporal, who was likewise drunk, and had 
the watch, the said Corporal went upstairs and with his cane oom- 
raenced beating the men indiscriminately without knowing who 
had prevented the Provost from going to bed. That the men, 
seeing that they were being beaten without cause, commenced to 
cry out and ask what it meant, as they had not done it. That 
upon this the Corporal went down again and the Provost went lo 
bed without bein^ molested by anybody. That a little while after 
Crerrit Fagels went down for some business — he had been innocently 
beaten by the Corporal upstairs — and that when going through the 
passage be was again beaten by the Corporal, who said : " There is 
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Gerrit Pagels, who believes that noboily dares to thrash him." 16S3. 
That upon thia Pagels aaid ; " You beat me unjuatly as you did to .„,."^ 
FebuB upstairs." That upon that he went outside, and on hia 
ratiim, went to bed, thinking that everything was at an end. 
That then the Corporal again commenoed with his cane. That 
upon this the Oadet Symon Huybreuhta, roused by the improper 
proceedings of the Corporal, who had no cause to continue beating 
Fagels, kindly took the Corporal round the neek and said : " Do 
not beat the man any more, as he is innocent." That the Corporal, 
however, would not listen, and continued beating Fagele, who, 
being in his shirt, could stand it no longer, and after a severe 
struggle rannagod to get outside. That the Corporal then dropped 
his cane at the door, which Symon returned to him, but that he was 
angrily asked : " What have you to do with roy cane, do you wish 
to usurp the command ? " The Corporal al the same time lifting 
it on high in a threatening manner. That Symon, fearing that 
the Corporal would strike him, seized it by the end, but that the 
Corporal forcibly wrenched it out of his hand and at the same time 
drawing bis sword in great wrath endeavoured to stab Symon, but 
missing liim, the weapon stuck fast in a pole standing near ; 
that the Corporal had to draw it out with great force, and that 
thereupon lifting it again he struck Symon with it, who cried 
"Holloa! Ciirporal! you are not in earnest!" That the latter 
again stmok out and wounded S_vmou, but that in consequence of 
the darkness and the number of the men who rushed towards the 
spot we could not see the wound given. That many then oame 
near, and that the Corporal Jan van Quliok and Dirok Gerrits, 
Ijance- Corp oral, also approached and with sweet words calmed down 
their comrade. And that Symon finding himself wounded, quietly 
slipped outside to have his wound dressed by one of the surgeons. 
— Signed by Johannes Claassen aud three others. Declaration 
affirmed by oath on the 27th November, 1 653. 

19th November. — The undersigned declare at the request lathNov. 
of Marcus liobbeljacht. Corporal, that they have heard the 
Sergeant, after having made the rounds, order the Corporal not 
to allow the Provost to leave the Corps de garde. That the latter, 
wishing to go to bed, was consequently prevented from doing so by 
the men upstairs, and went to complain to the Corporal. That 
upon that Marcus went upstairs, and standing un the ladder, beat 
all indiscriminately, amongst them Fagels, who was descending to 
go outside for some reason, but whom the Corporal would not 
allow to go, again beatiug him. That Fagels having returned, 
said : " You beat me without cause, as I am not the one who pre- 
vented the Provost from going to bed." That the Corporal 
answered ; " You may go to bed," but nevertheless did not cease 
from thrashing him. That upon this the Cadet Symon Huybreohts 
left his bed, and asked the Corporal why be beat Fagels, as he was 
inuooent, and wishing to take hold of the Corporal the latter'a cane 
dropped. That it was picked up aud restored by Symon to the 
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ys6S. Corporal, who cried out : ^* Keep o£P, whoever toucheB mj oane 

juiLir touches me." That thereupon drawing his cutlass he made a 
plunge at Symon, but missing him, the weapon stuck fast in a port 
standing near. That Sjmon seeing that the Corporal was in 
earnest, wished to escape, but that the Corporal having wren^died 
the cutlass from the post wounded him in the thigh.— Signed by 
&abriel Lujenwolt and three others. Above declaration oonfirmed 
by oath on the 27th November, 1653. 

27th Nov. 27th November. — The undersigned dedare that they have heard 
and seen that the Quarter^master Jan Matthys being drunk was 
lying asleep on a box outside of the guard-house. That when he 
awoke, he began to sing and make a noise, which Corporal Willem 
Mailer forbade him to do, telling him to to to bed and keep quiet 
Upon which Matthys said : " You gallows bird ! I won t be 
ordered by you to go to bed." That at the same time drawing hit 
knife, and holding it in a sinister way, he tried to stab the Corporal, 
who becoming aware of it retreated backwards and so fell over the 
boxes. That thereupon the sentry raised his pike, and prevented 
Matthys from approaching the Corporal. That Matthys was then 
pulled back by Gabriel Aiiwol, who with the assistance of Mailer 
took the knife away from him. — Signed by Gabriel Lujenwolt and 
another. The above declaration confirmed by oath on the 27th 
Nov., 1653. 

28th Nov. 28th November. — The imdersigned, oflBcers and sailors of the 
Roode Vo8, declare that they have never heard such things of their 
mate Jan Symonsen as our sargeon (barber) Cornelis of the galiot 
the Roode Vos has declared and said ; nor that they had heard it 
from any other person. — Signed by Adriaan Jorisz and eight otheacs. 
Confirmation of the above by oath on the 29th November, 1653. 

28tli Nov. 28th November. — Surgeon Cornelis has told us in the first place 
that the mate borrowed an inherited new testament (erf testament) 
from the gunner Cornelis Gerritsen. In the second plaoe that 
Surgeon Cornelis Oldriohsen fetched an inherited key (erf sleutel) 
belonging to Surgeon Aryaen to conmience his operations. In the 
third place that the mate read from the said testament out of the 
Gospel of John the first chapter, where the words are thus : " In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God ." That then he stuck the said key in the said testa- 
ment and asked : '' Has Cornelis Oldrichsen taken or mislaid my 
ring P if so, turn thyself round in God's name !" but the testameik 
remained immovable. He then again asked: "Has Cornelis 
Jorissen taken or mislaid my ring ? if so, turn thyself round in 
God's name ! " but the said testament again remained immovable. 
For the third time the mate said : " Has Elbert Comelissen Kes 
taken or mislaid my ring? if so, turn thyself round in Gbd'a 
name! " and then the said testament turned round of itself. The 
surgeon becoming frightened said : " Mate, has this not been done 
by your own will ?" And then he did it over again and said : 
^^ Look well," and then he repeated the words mentioned and tha 
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book turned again. Theu the Burgoon said : " 1 wish for e. 
Rixdollar tliat I did not see it ! " But the mate answered : " Tou 
eee who has been pointed out, but who darea to reveal it ? " 
Those are the words whicli the Surgeon Cornelis spoke to us, as 
the witneasea show. — Signed by iBehrant Aryaansz Kryoher and 
two others. The above declaration ooaSrmed by oath on the 27th 
Norember, 1653. 

27th Nov.— On the the 23rd November, 165S, I, Oomelifl 
Oldrichaen, sat on a Sunday evening with the mate in tho hut at 
dinner. After dinner the mate oommenced speaking about the 
skipper, how lie had heard on shore that the Commander knew of 
it, and that it woulil he revealed. The mate asked me if I would 
nuuDtuin my words, for he said : " If you don't, you will get into 
trouble." I, Coraelis, then answered ; " Mate Jan ! neither for 
you nor for anybody else will I burden my conaeienoe, and oppose 
the truth, for you know that you have done so. In the first place 
you aske*! me ' what is your name?' which I told you, and thm 
you stuck the key into the testament and spoke the words : ' In the 
beginning, &i\,' Out the testament did not move at all. Secondly, 
you asked the name of the cabin boy, which I also gave, when you 
uttered the same words without any movement of the testament, 
Thirdly, yuu asked the name of the skipper, which I gave as 
Elbert Comelisz and then you spoke for the third time: ' Elbert 
Comelisz, have you beeu in my chest and taken tho ring from it 
or mislaid it i* if so, turn round in Soil's name ! ' Upon that the 
book at onte commenced turning. All this I related to him, upon 
wliich be answered ; ' If you say so, I will say that you lie like a 
rogue, for my lie will be as good as your truth, and nobody will 
believe you, as you have before denied it, and if you say so, I will 
bring much trouble upon you, and make it hot enough for you.' I 
answered : ' If you give me the lie, you will do so as an impious 
man ; I took you for another man, not believing that if you 
itppeored before the Commander, you would deny such true things.' 
I did deny the above and say tliat I knew nothing about it, because 
I did not like to have anything to do with other people's affairs, 
not thinking that they would take such a turn, and also be- 
oaase I feared that you would deny it, as you ore already doing, 
and your words would be more readily believed than mine." — 
Signed by Tys Jorisz aiul another (sailors). The above declara- 
tion oonfinued by oath on the 27th Nov., 1653. 

29th November. — The men of the Rooile Vos declare that, at the 
request of Jan Symons, mate of the said galtot, they have heard 
and seen that Cornelia Ulriohs, surgeon of the said vessel, had 
aaid to the mate mentioned : " You are a lying rasoal, your state- 
ments are villainous, and so are all your witnesses." — Signed by 
Jorgen Roode and three others. The above declaration confirmed 
by oath on the 24th November, 1653. 

29tb November. — Declaration of the undersigned, that Surgeon 
Comelis had said in their presence loudly : " I wish that this day bad 
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•^'. ^'xtry.r-i.. vi:.'. 'r*^ v.:: " ii.*r-: :r. ^z^'yt^^x tn-^^er^es my cane 
V. ^" «-» .".* 7r.a: '.v!fr''-T<rL in'»7i^ l!* v-tiMB he made a 
J*, '..'./«- *•. r %::.'.:. \\\ z:,.^..z^^ :..z:^'iA '■"•WiC* i. ^Tu-:k fast in a fioat 
i^jsr,':.:.'/ t.i^-%r T;.*: .■^•. rs.'.:. -f^ii-r :La: ::.* Lcrppriral was in 
i*r/#< 'V w^.-.'r'j Vy *fk^^i*-. 'r,\\ •:.*: ".r.r C.rror&i kx&ving wren^^ed 
t>j«: ':'/.;i"! f/',Tr* *u*'. yx/fcT wz-zriLd*^ Lim in th* thigh. — Signed by 
hi»*/t.* . 1/ *y<r/.w'/.> and tr.r«- '.•ii-n. Above dv<iaration confirmed 

>7M. Wo. >i7th N'/V'Tfrir/'rr. — The undersigned dedaze that they have heazd 

and ti4i0'i, t}i;it th^ U'iaitf;r*master Jan \[atthy8 being drunk wai 
iyi/i^ fiit]M'j# on a u>x outside of the griard-house. That when he 
awok<;, Uti U*if(siji to hing and make a noise, which Corporal Willem 
klnUf.r fof Wi<- hirn to do, telling him to eo to bed and keep quiet. 
ll\f«tn wlntiU Matt.hys said: ^* You gallows bird! I wont be 
onlfvnf'l \fy y*fn to go to Wi." That at the same time drawing his 
knif<sanrl holding it in a Hinister way , he tried to stab the Corporal, 
who hfi«:oinirig iiwah) of it retreate>l backwards and so fell over the 
Ihixi'n Thill thereupon the sentry raised his pike, and prevented 
MiitthyN from iiiiproHching the (Jorporal. That Matthys was then 
|»iii]ii(l hiirk hy (Ifihriol Aiiwol, who with the assistance of Muller 
took th<« kiiifft iLwiiy from him. — Signed by Gabriel Lujenwolt and 
itnnthnr. Thn iihovd doolaration confirmed by oath on the 27th 

jMiii Nut "Mih NnvnmlHT. — The uudorsigned, officers and sailors of the 

IfiHhf,' I'nH, ihM'liiro <hat they have never heard such things of their 
niiitn .liiii SvinniiNttn uh our scirgeon (barber) Cornelis of the gaUot 
lhi« /I'm^r/f I't's- hiiN (IccIariHl imil said; nor that they had heard it 
ft'nin liny otiior |HiiHon.— Signtnl by Adriuan JoriszandeightotherL 
rntitliiniition nf th(« iihovo l)y oath on the 29th November, 1653. 

^Nili Nii^ VSili NiivomlH^r.- Surgium Cornelis 1ms told us in the first place 

that tli(« nuit(> horr«>wiHl an iuhoritiHi new testament (erf testament) 
fiiini thi« f^tinnor (NirnoHs (Worrit sen. In the second plaoe that 
NurgtHUi <\irnolis OhiriuhstMi fotcheil an inherited key (erf sleutel) 
linloii^iiig to SurctH^u .\ryuon to commence his operations. In the 
iliirti pliitv thiit (W mate read fn^m the said testament out of the 
tlimiM^l of John (ho first ohaptor. where the words are thus: ''In 
th«k hi^iuung was tho Wonl. and the Won! was with God, and the 
W«W«i was UihI/* That then he stuok the said key in the said testa- 
Wimt aiul askKKi : ** Has iVrnoHs iMdrioh^en taken or mislaid mr 
tiny f if iis turn thvself n^und in God*s name !'* but the testament 
WMdimI iniiuovalvle. He then again asked: ''Has Cornells 
takei) \vr mislaid mv rinc ^ if ^^ turn thvself round in 
mm I ^^ bat the said testament a$;!i:n ivmained immoTable. 
^titm^lhe mate said: ''Ha$ Elr^rt Coraelia&en Kes 
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AmIIi^ wuki tedcar.iea::u7£^.lr.^ui:i of itself. The 
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book turned ugain. Then the surgeon said : " 1 wish for a 
SixdoUar that I did not see it ! " But the mate answered : *' Tou 
see who has heen jioiuted out, but who dares to reveal it ? " 
Theee are the words whioli the Surgeon Coraelis apoke to ub, as 
the witnesses show. — Signed by Isebrant Aryaansz Kryoher and 
two others. The above declaration confirmed by oath on the 27th 
NoTomber, 1653. 

27th Nov.— On the the 23rd November, 1653, I, Comeha 
Oldrichsen, sat on a Sunday evening witli the mate in the hut at 
£nDer. After dinner the mate ooramenoed speaking about the 
^pper, how he had heard on shore that the Commander knew of 
it, and that it would be revealed. The mate asked me if I would 
maintuiu my words, for he said: "If you dcn't, you will get into 
trouble," I, ComoUs, then answered : " Mate Jan ! neither for 
you nor for anybody else will I burden my conscience, and oppose 
the truth, for you know that you have linne so. In the firat place 
you askefl me ' what ia yom- name P' which I told you, and thgn 
you stuck the key into the testament and spoke the words : ' In the 
beginning, &c.,' but the testament did not move at all. Secondly, 
you asked the name of tho cabin boy, which I also gave, when you 
uttoreil the same words without any movement of the testament. 
Thirdly, you asked the name of the skipper, which I gave as 
Elbert Comeliez and then you spoke for the third time : ' Elbert 
Cornelia!!, have you been in my chest and taken tho ring from it 
or mislaid it 5* if so, turn round in Goil's name ! ' Upon that the 
book at once comineneed turning. All this I related to him, upon 
which he answei-eil : ' If you say so, I will say that you lie like a 
rogue, for my lie will he as good as your truth, and nobody will 
believe you, as you have before denied it, and if you say so, I wUl 
bring much trouble upon you, and make it hot enough for you.' I 
answered : ' If you give me the lie, you will do so as an impious 
man; I took you for another man, not believing that if you 
appeared before the Commander, you would deny such true things.' 
I did deny the above and say that I knew nothing about it, because 
I did not like to have anytJiing to do with other people's affairs, 
not thinking that they would take such a turn, and also be- 
oaiue I feared that you would deny it, as you are already doing, 
and your words would be more readily believed than mine." — 
Signed by Tys Jorisz and another (sailors). The above declara- 
tion confirmed by oath on the 27th Nov., 1653. 

29th November. — The men of the Rootle Vox declare that, at the 
request of Jan Symons, mate of the said galiot, they have heard 
and seen that Cornells Ub'iohs, surgeon of the said vessel, had 
said to the male miintioned : " You are a lying rascal, your state- 
ments are villainous, and eo are all your witnesses."-— Signed by 
Jurgen Roode and three others. The above declaration confirmed 
by oath on the 24th November, 1653. 

29th November. — Declaration of the undersigned, that Surgeon 
Oornelisbad said in their preaenoe loudly: " I wish that this day had 
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16M. more ships in the bay, in order to distribute the maloontents- 
among them. Obtained two yonng bulls. Natives state they will 
Boon be here with more cattle, but we shall not obtain more oattle^ 
unless provided with oopper-plate. We have enough wire for 
sheep, but the oows go a longer way for the common people. 

January 13th. — Wind prevents intercourse with the ship. Pre* 
sented the palisade carriers with 501bs. tobacco and 15 tankards of 
Spanish wine. 

January 14th. — Wind still bad. Sent the men to prepare a. 
morgen of ground for a garden. Will require more garden, as the 
sick consume a great deal. 

January 15th. — Resolved, in order not to detain the ship, to 
end further enquiry, and that the Commission shall ask the 
parties whether they have any more charges to bring, or defence to 
ofFer, as appears in our Resolution. Caught in one haul 4 or 
5,000 harders; sent 1,100 on board the Vrede; the rest were 
salted for daily use. 

January 16th. — Skipper and officers of the Vrede ordered on shore 
and the mate of the galliot sent on board to take temporary charge; 
the former again questioned as yesterday. They would answer 
but little, and the Catechist wonld say no more than that he 
would take counsel from wiser men at Batavia, making the Council 
understand that he did not consider it sufficiently able to settle his 
dispute with Bom, who is very humble, and, acknowledging his 
ofFence, desires a speedy adiustment, &o. Interrogated the 
officers of the Vrede on every charge, and found that the journal 
had been kept by the sergeant Jan Regenoamp, since their 
departure from the Ylie, and that many had ignorantly signed 
and been misled. 

January 17th. — Council resolves, in order to prevent farther 
delay, to stay all farther inquiry, and to send the evidence with 
the vessel under cover to Batavia, leaving the decision to the 
Governor and Council of India. The chief mate, sergeant, seoond 
mate and gunuer to proceed with the vessel, but to do no duty ; 
also the junior merchant, Willem Bom, because he had beaten 
the Catechist without cause and otherwise ill-treated him, and to 
appoint for the safe voyage of the vessel Jacob Reyniersz, as chief 
in command, to assist the skipper in his duty, &o. The steward 
and the two quarter-masters, idso the cooper, are condemned to fall 
three times from the yard-arm, and receive one hundred lashes before 
the mast for having stolen the wine from the hold. 

January 18th (Sunday). — Calm fine weather. 

January 19th. — Sentence carried out. Heavy S. Easter. 

January 20th. — The same. No communication with the ships ; 
quiet at noon, as bad as ever in the afternoon. 

January 21st. — ^Ditto. 

January 22nd.— Ditto. 

January 23rd. — Fine weather. N.W. breeze preventing the 
sbip from leaving. 
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■_ Januarj'' 24th. — Same weaihor. At iiiglit S. £aster bo tliat tlm 
Vrede was able to leave, aud was out of tne bay before dark. 

Jaauary'Jith (Sunday). — Simtb-east till noou when the wiud 
became Westerly at sea but in the bay variable, 

January 2Gth and 27th. — The woodmen reported that a certain 
troop of Saldunhars with 1 1 or l,'ti)l> head of eattie and ehBep were 
about a mile iiwiiy from tlie furt, amougwhicli mostly all the stolen 
cattle were, and also those who had a hand in the theft, excepting 
Herry, whom they had not seen. The Saldanliars calling out to us 
to come with copper for cattle ; not certain wt ether ng treachery 
planned by Herry is intended ; quite convinced that they would 
thinl; nothing of killing ns for the sake of the cattle. Destitute of 
copper plate, and thick wire so aoaroo that we ooidd not buy more 
thau 5 or 6 cows, as they will give nothing but sheep for the thin 
wire of which we have at present not much ; our going to them 
woidd therefore be of little advantage, as we are obliged to be some- 
what liberal with our terms ; oonBequeiitly will kee|i away from 
them for the present, and treat all coming to the fort witli, or with- 
out cuttle, very well to remove theii- fears, and ao gain lime for the 
arrival of copper plates, which, if we had a supply, would have 
enabled us personally to visit them in ortler to draw them to the 
fort with their cattle, — at present afraid to come in consequence of 
the theft and the murder, which however we pretend to care little 
abi-uit. 

January 28th. — S. East. No work on the fort possible, so sent 
the men to the forest for wood for pSatforms for the guns. Sent, 
in oonsequenoe of their repeated requests 19 anned soldiers and the 
Catechist Willem liarentsz : to the Saldanbars with some wire to 
obtEiin as much cattle aud sheep as possible ; aiso some bread, wine, 
tobacco and pipes to treat them. Set a silversmith at work to 
discover whether he can extract silver from a certain mineral found 
— Has been so far suocessfnl that he has obtained a betttr species 
thau tin. The Catechist returned in the afternoon with 2 head of 
the stolen cattle. The Saldanhara not at all willing to trade, very 
likely, as last year, influenced by Herry who is allied with the 
Captain, as we found at the time and now see as clearly aa day- 
light; neither saw Herry nor the Captain, but the hitter's father, 
811 old and very stout man who had last year lived with Herry under 
the fort and now appears to be Chief of the whole gang, and among 
whose oattle all our stolen beasts were ; also all the watermen and 
one of Herry's wives, who is very deaf, and all his children, among 
them a girl who had lived with us and whom we called Eva. Said 
old man had come to the iort with a wile, to bring the news that 
the Catechist had obtained the two beasts, and to get some tobacco 
which was given him witli as much wine and bread as he could 
consume. Could only gather from him that Herry waa far inland. 
but our opinion is that he and the Captain were hiding in the 
bushes, afraid of being caught ; assured them that such would not 
take place, though it is as much as can be borne to see oiu- cattle 
VoL V. N 
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liil. and the thieyes, and show them {riendflhip instead of taking tsq- 
" geanee and paying oorseWes for the losses and insults snffeied, and 
the shedding of Chiistian blood, which could easQy be done aa they 
have about 12 or 1,300 head of oattle and 5 or 600 sheep whioh by 
breeding would [uroyide the ships and the garrison abundantly as 
they are not more than 50 persons whom we might catoh with 14 or 
15 men. Of thisthey were yery mueh afraid, thoughhaving 20 armed 
men among them, continually asking whether we intended to seise 
them or their oattle ; they were told that suidi were not our inten- 
tions. We shewed them copper and tobacco with which we intended 
to buy, tie . ting them likewise with bread and wine. As they came 
of their own accord, we decided not to do them any harm this time, 
though we suffer much annoyance from them as they meet no one 
that is unprotected without robbing him, and in case of hisshowing 
any opposition, they threaten to murder him with the assegai on hu 
breast; cannot bear this much longer, it would pay better to punish 
this guilty gang, taking their cattle for our support and their 
persons as slaves in chains to fetch fuel and do other work to 
relieve our men, who have unceasingly to suffer muoh from them, 
and daily b^ us to pay them off. Not one Councillor who 
would object, consequently dare not moot the subject at the Boaid 
as we would be outvoted, though that would not trouble us muoh 
as we would at once obtain sufficient cattle. The natives are too lasy 
to trouble themselves with ivory or musk, those which they bring 
being foxmd on the road. It is the same with musk, what they 
oarry around their necks they take from cats found dead or cau^t 
in snares, not keeping them alive, but feedine on the flesh. It is 
the same with feathers, a saleable quantity wul hardly be gathered 
in 100 years, so that if we revenge ouiselves on this troop the 
others would know the reason and not mind it ; would therefore 
like our masters to weigh this matter, as next season we will have 
the same opportunity for revenge as now, snd in the meantime we 
will continue to bear the nuisance, and do our best to keep our men 
away from them. Went before dark to the mountain where the 
mineral had been found, with picks, crowbars, &a ; dug up some 
stones and found said mineral in large quantities apparently, aind 
took various samples home, shining most extraordinarily, to see 
what is in them, beared the South-easter would blow down all the 
houses during the night. 

January 29th. — Commenced with the redoubt at Salt Biver, 
made with bush like the wicker work dikes on the Shine, for more 
-defence, and preventing an enemy from landing with oannon 
between the fort and Salt River, also, by having soldiers bel^d in 
ambush, to observe the boats landing. Wind too heavy to piooeed, 
sand blown into the workmen's eyes. Sent the men to clear ground 
for gardens. Sent the Catechist to the Saldanhars to try aad buy 
cattle and if possible obtain some pots from them to melt the ore, 
which seems to contain silver and gold, which Gh)d grant for th» 
reimbursement of the Company. Amen. Catechist returns ^mth 
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two head of cattle, and reports that the Saldanhars would not 166^ 
allow them within the oirole of their huts heoause they were not "" 
allowed to enter the fort, which in consequence of their faithless- 
ness could not be allowed. Would hardly trade, pointing to the 
znotintainB where there were many natives with cattle ready to 
oome. 

January 30th. — Ercdoubt works proceeded with. Sent for a lot 
pf salt at the pans — salt is white and so abundant that a couple of 
" flutes " could be fiUed with it. 

January Slst. — ^Men sent for salt ; could not buy 2 cows from 
the Saldanhars as we had no copper plate or thick wire ; bought 
one in the afternoon with difficulty for some thin wire. 

N.B — Wind and weather regularly noted every day. 

1654. 

February 1st. — Fine in the morning; hard wind in the after- 
noon. 

February 2nd. — Ghtliot despatched to Robben Island to recall 
the bookkeeper Verburg to assist us in various matters, his place to 
be taken by provisional assistant Jan Wouteraz : who is to look after 
the seal killing and to bring as many skins and shells as they can 
carry. Natives and cattle visible by hundreds about a J mile 
from the fort. Have no intention to sell for wire and possess 
but little sheep which they do not apparently like to part 
with, trade consequently at a stand still, and unless we 

Sit copper plate soon there will not be a single animal at hand for 
e return fleet, whilst the garden produce is so scorched by the 
continual drought and heat that we fear that it will also be very 
little. Galiot leaves at night. 

February 3rd. — Warm and calm in the morning, at night 
hard 8.E. 

February 4th. — ^The same wind and extreme drought, no work 
on fort or redoubt possible ; men sent to the wood for small beams 
^or the platforms of the guns, which have hitherto been placed on 
loose planks, consequently many have been already brokeo. 

February 5th. — Kedoubt works proceeded with, the gate flzed 
Mid the batteries being finished ; wind too heavy in the afternoon 
to go on — had to send for fuel, difficult to be got, delaying much 
work. 

February 6th. — Proceeded with the redoubt. Obtained from 
a stone about the size of a child's head 1 mace and 5 can- 
dareens of fine silver, the value of about 10 stiveis — hope to 
obtain better ore deeper in the earth. The specimen obtained is 
a stone above ^ound just taken for trial ; will take further steps. 
Ordered to make the tools required for pottery in order to be able 
to make crucibles ; also to have coal burnt in the bush. 

February 7th. —Sent 5 men to the mountain to make a hole in 
the ground and see about the mineral below the surface. Hotten- 
toos visited the redoubt at night thinking that there was nobody 

N 2 
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46M. and inteDding to steal the iron off the gates, &c. Detected by the 
*^ guard they ran away. All are allies of Herry haying with them onr 
stolen cattle and Berry's people. We suffer so mudi annoyance 
from them that it is becoming unbearable. Not strange therefore if 
this lot were disposed of — ^not killing them but taking their cattle 
and usingthemas slaves to work on the islands for seal catching, do., 
would then be able to get on nicely with the rest who are very 
simple minded. These however do nothing but steal, and are un- 
willing to sell a single beast (of which they have many fine ones) 
excepting the siok, lame or halt. Betum of the Galiot with Frede- 
rick Verburg and 6 firkins of oil, also 5,373 skins. Yerburg reports 
that the work oould not last longer than 3 weeks as the seals were 
disappearing fast ; the people grumble because of the dirty stink- 
ing work, and he had great difficulty in keeping order. 

February 8th. — Calm weather, succeeded by strong 8.E. 

February 9tli. — Three silyersmiths at work to experiment on the 
minerals again found. Hard red earth seeming to be full of the 
scrapings of gold or silver. Of the first kind found, it is difficult 
to get any more, it being so hard and very difficult to get out of the 
ground. The newly foxmd stuff is more manageable ; can go into 
it as deep as we like ; will see what there is in it ; will get nrom it 
more in one month than from the other in a whole year. Some 
natives arrive belonginc^ to other tribes with 3 sheep and lambs — 
bought the animals, these people very simple and pleasant to 
associate with ; filled their bi^ with bread, and gave each a glass 
of wine. Arrival of the CaZ/f which had left Patria with the 
Naerden, &\, brought letters d.d. 31st May from Amsterdam — 
duplicates of receipts per former ships. Had touched at St. Jago ; 
8 had died, and at present 20 sick were in bed, but the Draeek^ 
which it had seen on Friday for the last time, had already 20 dead 
and almost all its people sick, including the skipper, so that the 
si ip was almost helpless — trust that it may still arrive. Good look- 
out kept, so that if seen succour may be sent. 

February 10th. — ^No signs of the Draeck. Natives — ^friends of 
Herry — arrive at the fort, in consequence of the firing by the ship ; 
wish to go on board to fill their stomachs; told them to bring 
cattle and sheep. Answered that others were coming with oxen, 
&c., and they did not wish to barter theirs. Told them in a laugh- 
ing and playful manner, palavering with them, that those who sold 
us cattle would go on boanl, but not the others, &c., &c. Would have 
enough cattle if we only had plate copper. Nothing found in the 
new mineral (potclay ?). Ordered to try the other hwrd stuff again. 
Fine rain during the night — the first in 7 weeks — the plantations 
wonderfully benefitted. 

February 11th. — Had great trouble in obtaining a cow for some 
time, in consequence of some watermen and friends of Herry pre- 
judicing the natives' minds. No signs of the Draeck, 

February 12th. — Ship in sight behind the Lion Moimtain, sup- 
posed to be the Draeck. Sent the sloop full of men with the sidpper 
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of galiot to ita ossistanoe. Wind too heavy to reach the roads — 
uiohored at Bobben Island, 

Febmary I3th. — Wind still prevents approacli of aliip. Silver- 
flmithB report that they could, in spit") of iheir best exfrtiona, get 
nothing out of the mineml, and what they liad found the first time 
was not real «ilver, tJiough it appeared good when tested at the 
touchstone but not bo on the " steek," emitting amoke and becom- 
ing blaok when brouglit into contact with lire. Naverthetess sent 
for a large load of the substance to be examined at Balavia — don't 
think we have the right sort of mineralogists here. 

February 14th.— Heavy wind — all tlireatened to be blown under 
foot. The Di'aed- stiU at Itohbeo Island. 

February 15th (Sunday). — Arrival of the Draeck full of sick 
snd scurvy patients, almost incapable of managing tlie sails ; 
hod obtained some penguins and eggs at Hobben Island. The six 
fiheep there hod increased to 11 — one ewe still to lamb, and all so 
fat that they could hardly walk. Resolved, as sheep die liere more 
than they increase, to make a permanent pasture of the island. The 
Biacayan sloop wrecked when the vessel was tacking — without any 
boats now. 

February 16th. — The Diaeek towed nearer to the shore. 
February 17th. — Cloudy sky — some rain. 
February 18th.— Hard dry S. Easter. 
February 19th.— Ditto. 

Febniaiy 30th.— The chief mate of the pinnace, the Coljt, 
disrated by the Council and ordered to be keelhauled and sent 
without pay to Patria with the return fleet, because he had 
treacherously and without cause at dinner stabbed the second mate 
under the arm- pits, nearly resulting in death. See senteuoe. 
Galiot despatched to Dasaen Island to bring all the skins and oil 
at hand there, to be forwarded to Patria per return fleet. The men 
also to be brought back to enable the seals to inoreaie again, &c. 
February 2l8t,— Galiot leaves. 

February 22nd (Sunday). — Morning, S.E. ; afternoon calm. 
February 23rd. — Drought and wind injurious to the gardens, i' 
le mate undergoes his sentence. 

February 24th.— Return of the galiot with 2,000 skins and 3 
casks of oil. Would have obtained more oil but cannot keep them 
in the old casks. Cement and clinkers required from home to 
make underground tanks. Enough of those bricks in the Driicrk 
and Cff///' under the cargo upon the keel, but we did not amuse 
ourselves with taking them from that position, as the ships would 
require other ballast, which would rause too much delay. Caught 
on board the Cn/ff half a boatful of fine herrings — about 1,000 
were salted — making the finest pickled herrings in the world. Never 
caught so many together, generally only found 'i or 4 in a shoal 
of baiviers, which, when salted, were found to be very delicate, and 
will be a great ti-eat for the officers of the return fleet. 

February 25th. — Warm and calm in the morning, rain at night. 
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i^nt. Febmarr 26th. — Gh^eat benefit totbe gardens from the Tain. 

"" Februarj 27th. — In the moming fine gaiden-weather and rain ;' 

during the night heavy 8.E. 

Febmarv 28th. — Council convened, and proposed by skifMrs of 
Draeck and CnZ/f to confirm the temporary appointments of those 
promoted to the vacancies caused by death and bad eonduct, sorf 
to do so by giving them the additional half-pay. Meyndeit 
IlarmansE^ of Amsterdam, third watch, drawing 26 gold^is per 
month on bosrd the Draeck^ to be made junior mate with 29 
guldens per month from the 1st March. Jacob Buy van Baevt,' 
gunner's mate, receiving 14 gl., to be third watdi, tiee Harmanss, 
promoted, and to have 20 gl. . Pieter van Delft, boatswain, at 8 gL 
on the Calfiy to be cook's mate, rice Beyger Pietersa, deceased, with 
11 gL . Gerrit HansE, of Swol, boatswain, at 12 gL on the Ca^ty 
to be gunner's mate, net Symon Oomelis van Ossanes, with 13 
gl. . N.B. — Wind and weather caiefuUy noted evury diay. 

1654. 

Mardi 1st (Sunday). — A dead whale washed on eh<M^ about 1{ 
miles from the fort. 

March 2nd and 3rd. — Death of a sailor, Gerrit Bmyne. Found 
the fish to be in sise and shape a Northcape whale, fairly pio- 
vided with blubber and whalebone. Found the latter too small to 
be of use. Had no casks to hold the oil, otherwise we mi^t have 
melted the blubber. The Hottentoos buried various ^eoea of 
blubber in the sand. 

March 4th. — Calm weather, a little rain. 

March 5th.— Strong S.E. 

March 6th. — Heard from the woodmen that Heny's alliee were 
squatting on the mustard groxmds about a mile away. Sent tibs 
G^techist with copper and tobacco, bread and wine, to see whethfir 
they would trade, found they only had about 200 head of oattle 
and 150 sheep, saving that all their cattle had been robbed by the 
Fi^hmen (called by them Soaqua), and pmnting to wounds on 
many of them obt^ed in the battle. Could therafore not part 
with any stock. If copper-plate could be had, scHne oowa m^gfat 
have b^n obtained. Would only give sheqp for wire. Ooidd 
onlr obtain a calf for about two lbs. wire. Theee Hottmtooa 
hard at work boiling oil from the dead whale, which they |»«eerved 
in dry " sea bamboo," drifting eveiywhere about the Cape, and 
wa&he^l ashore. They told us they rubbed it on their bodies, and 
if we gave them bread they soaked it in it. 

March 7th. — Injurious S.£. . Cateehist and armed men sent 
out Vt other natives to barter cattle. Could not find them. 

March 8th. Sunday)— Heavy S.K 

March 9tli. — Skippers of Draeck and Cafff take their leave for 
Batavia and our letters for India. 

iuarch IC^h. — Ships not able to leave. AlUes of Heny arrive 
with a captain whose knee had grown crooked in ccmaeqiieiiee of a 
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f^ iSouiid ; r-'tjiH-ated to be healed by the eurgeou who believed it 
posBible ; told to do his best to win the good ravour of these people. 

Uaroh 11th. — Fine, and rainy. 

March 12th. — Fine,and rainy ; S.E. in the aft«ninon. Departure 
of Dmeck and C'llff. 

Maroh 13th. — lleported that the Draerk lay becalmed uuder the 
land and the Calff' was out of sight. Went to sea and found it so. 
Wlmt is the uee of waiting for each other so loug in the bay, when 
as soon as they are out and fit they part company ? Iteturn of the 
Drtterk — had during the preceding night been in great danger of 
being wrecked upon the rock between Robhen Island and this ; 
before daylight it had lost sight of the Ca{/f' and had in conse- 
quecoe of the higli eea determined to put back. 

March 14th. — Gave notice with a gun to the Draefk that as the 
wind was favourable it had to go, which it did. 

March 1.5th. — Same heavy wind. Very dry. 

March 16th, 17th and ISth. — Resolved to plui'e all the ewes on 
Bobhen Island, and keep the rams here for the shipe, excepting 
3 or 4 for breeding, as they thrive there better than here, where 
they become bilious and sick in consequence of the abundance of 
water, and die faster than tliey increase, many are also destroyed by 
wild beasts in spite of our care. To prevent Company's ships 
from taking them away, as some have threatened, 4 or a men 
will he left in oiiarge to colleet likewise seal skins and boil oil — 
F. Verburg to arrange the whole, and see whether there be good 
ground for cultivation, and opportunity for a well as on Daeseu 
Island, also to provide a good shed for the men and the sheep, for 
which purpose reeds and wood were provided. 

March i9th. — Warm, sunshine. 

March 20th. — Warm, sunshine, evening hard S.S. East. 

March Slst and 2yiid. — The same. 

March '23rd. — Pine, sunshine. 

March i4th. — -Galiot leaves for object mentioned wilh 19 ewes 
and a young ram, still a suckling, and some reeds and wood for the 
sbed. 

March 25th. — In the morning heavy S.E., ia the afternoon 
varm and calm. 

March 2tjth, — Warm sunshine in the morning, at night heavy S.E. 

March 2:th and 28th.— The saiLe. 

March 2yth (Palm Sunday).— Quiet sultry wentlier; in the 
afternoon rather heavy thunder, lightning and rain, also hail ; about 
night quieter. 

March 30th. — Arrival of the Qaliot bringing for show a ram 
of 10 months old, 4 ewes and one old ram left by us on the island. 
The former was so remarkably fat that it was surprising ; it was as 
large as a year old calf with a tail weighing about 30 lbs., the 
■whole sheep weighing 170 lbs. Of the 6 placed there ten 
months ago, 13 had been reared, whilst three had died, so that 
in that short time we had produced 410 lambs, conaequeutly 
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1654. worth while to plaoe a battery of 2 six pounders and 7 
*^ or 8 men on the island, to breed sufficient stook there for 
supplies, though not a single one be obtained any more; 
sheep growing so beautifully there, whilst dying here in 
consequence of the wet ground and wild animals, from which 
evils they are altogether protected at the island where there are 
only snakes, which do them no harm; our people ordered to 
destroy them had also after long search and trouble dug a well 
near the shed, the ground being a bare rook about 7 feet deep, 
whence the water oozes from all sides and so abundantly that in 
cases of necessity ships ma^ be supplied, but in consequence of its 
sandy nature the ground is unfit for agriculture. Seals not so 
abundant as to repay the trouble of collecting skins or oil ; had 
however placed a small ship's boiler there with orders to get as 
many skins and as much oil as possible, and if every day only 10 
are caught, six times the expenses required for the garrison would 
be obtained, even if a skin be only worth a gidden. With these 
20 sheep on the island we have there altogether 33, and 10 
rams on the continent, to be placed there at the first opportunity ; 
kept here they remain small and poor whilst there they become large 
and fat, and can be taken away when requiied : the increase will be of 
inestimable advantage for the ships. The sheep took shelter in one 
part of the shed whilst the men inhabited the other side. Shed to 
be enlarged if the sheep multiply. Verburg gave the oorporal 
Marcus Robbeljaert in command orders as follow : — ^All things 
being arran&^ed, on Monday the two Frenchmen must be set to 
matching seals, you being at hand to maintain order and regularity. 
Seals having been killed and flayed, Louys shall cut ofEthe blubber 
and collect as much as will gradually fill the boiler in the way 
often explained to you. As the sheep are rather wild and keep 
aloof from those now brought, the shepherd must collect them 
together every four or six days, when they shall be counted and 
a report made about them ; no ewes to be milked, as the lambs 
would be in danger of perishing, and would not thrive so well as 
with a full supply of milk. To keep the sheep clean and fine, the herd 
shall every day carry dry greens into the stable, cleaning it 2 or 
3 times a week, collecting the dung and bedding for manure to 
have enough for a few plots of ground, in course of time to be 
cleared. In this manner all discomfort will be warded from the 
animals and their deaths prevented. To take care also that they 
are not beaten or injured that they die, which might be 
done by the herd or someone else anxious to eat meat. Any sheep 
dying from one or other cause, the carcase is to be buried and 
shown to one of the fort when occasion offers, so all roguery will 
be prevented, &o. To have all things certain, a journal is to be 
kept and a register of the number of sheep, and their increase ; 
what skins and oil have been obtained are to oe commimioated to the 
Commander by letter. Good watch, day and night, to be kept lest 
any of the crews of the ships unexpectedly seize the sheep which 



!ght easily be done by the " OranghlamB " or homeward bound, 
who are light fingered, the good ones excepted, aod neither care 
for the devil nor his dam, and who would talie iheni by force if you 
would not give them willingly. These people are to be dissuaded and 
reasoned with as much ae possible, nor are you to be satisfied with 
assurances that such is done by order ot the Commander, or 
bribed with arrack ; but according to your honour and oath you 
are to do your duty. Hence you are to inquire from what ships 
the boats have come, to inform the Commander at the first 
opportunity and enable him to act in time. If anything has been 
emitted in this order you are left to your own good judgement to 
faideoideandact. Confide you to the oaro of ihe Most High. liobben 
~ ' ind, 28th March, 1(551. By order of Commander Riebeeck. 
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(Signed) Frederick Vebhl'RQ. 



March 3Ist.^ — Rainy. S.W. breeze, 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

1654. 

April 1st.— Wind and weather as yesterday. 

April and. — Resolved to put the rams also on Rohben Island, 
because tliey get so fat and big there, and do not thrive here 
in consequence of the wet ground caused by the rivers. Likewise 
the rabbits, of which we have 9 in a hutch, confident that they 
will increase in the sandy soil there ; our trouble here with them 
ie in vain. As food for (he pigs is scarce, and they oonsequently get 
on badly, to see whether they will thrive on seal orpenguin meat; 
ehepheiilfl to be told to dry some seal's meat and Eend over penguins 
to be mtsed up here with vegetable scraps and boiled for the pigs* 
as the ships cannot supply a tithe of the quantity of barley or 
peaa required for tbe garriaoii, wlm, for (he greater part of the 
time, ai-e to be fed twice a day with garden vegetables, mixed with 
some salt pork and men,t, aa ihey would otherwise with their 
ordinary rations not be able to do the hard work daily required of 
them, or be prevented from starving. This being a new place, said 
work will i'or the present not grow less, whilst our seiiis are too bad 
to be able to use them much longer. WmJd annually require 3 or 
4 new ones for our necessities; and if we had rioo instead of bresid 
the men's stomaeha could be cheaply filled. Full stomachs neoes- 
sajy tor Netherlanders if they are to work, but if it could be 
understood so, it would he much less exj>ensive to have all the work 
of ciUtivotion, seal catching, &c., done by slaves who might be fed 

*'' Old UanustTipt— Endo uinme te proberen oS men de verckcns (door msnqne- 
ment vivii cost ooiik niut wel voort willende) met robbeu off peguijnit vleiis eouden 
connen voeden, iBdouachippecTan'tgaljotgplastmitHjfaderBdo E!cli«pentiach(*rn op't 
eijlant atingesz : paitye robben Tley tot apimlelen Ir Mm lij-a/m, en de pi. uijna 
ine^do te brongcD, um alhier met H affval van utulnbloJon, ]nS vbu wortsleu, ropea 
ende nndere (froente >o"ir deselve dft^lijti tfi latan ooDiilien, bIbuo van de uyt Patria 
aencomeode achepen, huo veel {(ort oR crten niet uuimeD becomen dat op een tbicnde 
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on the common fojd of rioe mud fish, or only on tnk' or pengnins^ 
meftt, and without pmv. Might be e^nly and drnplj obtained at 
Madagascar, together with the rice, so that the European gaizison 
might only be oaed for defence and making expeditions, Ae. 
Hitherto thej hare not been exempt from labrar, neither aoMior 
nor Bailor. 

April 3nL — Bama and rablMts proceed to Bobben Island. 

April 4th. — Fine, rery warm weather. Boat letoms from 
Bobben Island. Babbits took kindly to the downs ; sheep had 
multiplied to the number of 44. Some of the rmms castrated ; of 
others the tails were cot off by Hottentoos taken thither for the 
purpose — ^made fine dripping of it to serre for butter. Bronght aho 
some peognins' and seals' meat to see whether the pigs can he fed 
with them. If the retnm fleet is maeh longer delayed the 
garrison itself will have to fall back npon penguins, a» peas, beans 
and rice are all g'^ne, and bariey will only last for another fort^ 
night ; a lot of cabbage oonsomed in oonaequenee, so that the fleet 
will not have as much as it might have hail — ^wiU hare more though 
than last year. 

April 5th (Easter . — Warm weather, &e. 

April 6th. — Foond on examination that omr rice, barley, beans, 
and cadjangh were all gone. Bread we hare still for about 
2 months ; meat and pork for 6 or 7 months. Thoroughly nn- 
able to proTide the hard working men with some additional food ; 
decided to despatch the galiot and boat to Saldanha Bay to obtaiii 
on the idands some birds* penguins, and fish* as the men are com* 
meneing to starve. As they cannot snbsist on their allowanoe of 
bread and meat, we have oonseqaently to add what we can get, viz., 
^nguius or other birds, which otherwise they would hardly touch, 
n the meanwhile the boat is to proceed to Bobben Island to fill 4 
or 5 casks with penguins to save the cabbages. Might distribute 
more meat and pork, but it would be too expenave for the company. 
We have, therefore decided to give an additional allowance 3 times 
a day of penguin meat to keep hunger away from the men, and con- 
tinue the work. The sheep left on the Saldanha Island to be like- 
wise ranoved to Bobben Island. The second anniversary to-day of 
our arrival here. God has blessed our labours hitherto, oonse- 
^ Quently resolved to set apart this day as a day of thanksgiving — 
tne 6th of April — and for ever henceforth make it a day of thanks- 
' giving and prayer, that our posterity may never forget Gh)d's 
msrcies shown to u% but always keep them in grateful memory. 
Jh» decked boat to proceed to Bobben Island at once, the galiot to 
ioUow when the breese come^ both to proceed to Saldanha S^y^ 
mad tlw igsnguins to be fetched from the island by the other boat 

A|wiL 4 th. — ^The galiot leaves and pivxveds witL tl^ first boat to 

Inha Bay ; the second Kmt despatched for the penguins. Went 

""vh of nativss with cattle. Found behind the mountain, about 

~^WW» tarious troops of sheep in a little bay, and 

s» and as some who had bees away had seen oof 
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approach with armed men, they nished forward to stay our yro- 
greee, armed witli aesegais, hows and arrows. Looatiou fonFisted 
of IQ good-aized dwellings, built in & circle, and connected with 
rushes as a fenoe, with two openings for the cattle to go in and 
out, to protect them from wild beasts. Found, as we came nearer, 
the approaches guarded by 30 strong fellows, quiti> naked, and well 
proTtded with assegais, bows and anrowH. Most of them were the 
thieves of our catile, of which we reongnized 3 quite plainly. 
Coming nearer we held out our hands, upon which they kissed 
theirs and held them out also. We thereupon embraced, as if we 
were the greatest frieiida in the world, and again ypoiit a suit of 
clothea in consequence of their dirt and tlie train oil with which 
they had besmeared theniaelvea, glittering in the ann like a looking 
glass, the fat dripping from the head over the whole body, 
apparently their greatest ornament. Within the encampment the 
embracing was repeated, but they were afraid that we would take 
their cattle. Wu told them that we did not look upon them as 
goilty of the theft, but only on Herry as the thief, ofiering to buy 
cattle for copper and tobacco, but not liaving any with us, toid 
them we would send men for the purpose to-morrow. Do not 
believe they will trade, only promised through fear. Saw Herry's 
wives and children among them, and the stolen cattle. Protended 
not to be aware of it, and that we only came to strengthen our 
alliance with them, which was confirmed by two or three glasaes of 
wine all round. They returned the compliment with milk and 
honey. Wo spent about IJ hours with them, and ported mutually 
well contented. Some accompanied us to the forest where we 
found many bitter almond trees, apparently fit for food for pigs, 
like aoornB. which they completely resemble in taste, Tliey were 
maoh eaten by the natives, who first peal them, then dry them in 
the enn for a few days, and finally roost them in the fire. Will 
try them. 

April 8th. — Sent the Catechist, Verbnrg, and 12 musketeers 
with copper, tobacco and pipes towards the natives, but instead 
of being kindly received, seeing their small numbers, they were 
jeered, shoved back, and told to return. And though our men 
remained friendly and expressed their desire to trade, they insulted 
them the more, striking the Catechist a good blow on the chest, and 
giving Terbnrg another on the head, so that, if they had not been 
patient, a new niptiire in the alliance would have taien place. To 
prevent this, our men ]>referred to bear all, and return without even 
giving as much as a bit of tobacco to the natives, quite convinced 
that being good and doing good to this faithless herd are of no 
avail. Another course shall have to be adopted, and revenge 
taken for the Christian blood shed by them, for though we are 
curing two of their wounded, and continuing being kind, they grow 
more audacions every day. Last week, when the garrison was in 
the fort, some of them endeavoured to murder a herd in charge of 
4 Dutch sheep. They would have succeeded if somebody hod not 
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16^. approached from the side of the garden and seen Ihem^ when thej 
"^ released the boy and made as if they had only been playing with 
him. Added 3 more men to the guard at the forest, and also 
strengthened that of the cows. 

April 9th, 10th 11th.— Heavy 8.E. 

12th (Sunday). — During service some strongly built Hottentoos 
with assegais endeavoured to steal the cattle, thinking to find only 
2 or 3 men in charge ; when however they saw the others who had 
been hiding behind a bush, they pretended only to have come to 
beg some tobacco ; every day it becomes more evident that this 
faithless crew of Herry cannot be trusted ; in spite of our kindness 
they offend and insult us on all occasions; necessary therefore to leave 
our 12 head of cattle in charge of 5 musketeers under the fort where 
there is enough for them to eat, and protect the woodmen with 5 
soldiers, to prevent unpleasantness so long until they have again 
about a thousand head of cattle together, and then get them with wives 
and children and all in our power. There would then he enough 
by breeding, for the purpose required. As they have at present 
only 300 head of cattle and as many sheep, it would not be worth 
our while to show our dissatisfaction, but more expedient to treat 
them well and so gain their confidence, that on a suitable ocoasion 
our revenge may be complete. Might already begin to make up 
our minds to it if they had cattle enough for bree(fing, and instead 
of makiug slaves of the natives, use them on the islaodsfor flayisg 
seals, &c. the meat of which would be sufficient food for them. It 
must happen one day, or we will derive no benefit from them. 
They are commencing to believe that we are afraid of them, — ^no 
other native dares to come whilst they are here. Would be able to 
trade fairly with others as was done last year, but if we offer copper 
or tobacco to these rogues they laugh at us. Boat returns with 
4 casks of salted penguins and 4 or 500 living birds for food for 
the men. Two sheep had died on the island. Galiot and boat at 
Saldanha bay to salt more birds and fish. 

April 13th.— Fine weather. 

April 14th. — Ditto. A cask of penguins only lasts a day. As the 

faliot may remain away some days, the boat is again sent to 
Lobben Island with orders to salt as many birds as possible and 
bring as many alive as the boat can hold. Resolved in consequence 
of the large consumption and in order not to clear the island of all 
birds, to distribute the food twice instead of three times a day, at 
10 a.m. for breakfast, with cabbage and greens and some pork boHed 
in them to flavour them somewhat, and at night J a penguin for 
every man, until we are relieved with supplies from India. Ships 
from Patria only bring bread, meat, pork, oil and vinegar, 
whilst their supply of barley or peas, whicn are the best food, is 
generally so little that they have none to spare for our fowls and 
pigeons which are breeding finely. Rice from Batavia a fine food 
and ten times less expansive for the Company. 



April 16th. — Some L-omplam of tlie distribution oE the food 
only twice a day, especially Gerrit Fagels, of Oldenburg, sailor, 
and Evert Barentsen, of GrroQiiigeQ, soldier. They told the 
offioerB, '■ You cau order us to the work but should see Ihat we got 
more food," Bai-eutse adding, " let ua all lie down flat or break the 
necka of 2 or 3, then they will not vex us any more, &c." As such 
words would lead to mutiny they were at onoe put in irons. 

April 17th. — Fine weather. 

iVpnl ISth, — Boat returns with 5 casks of penguins. Arrival of 
the galiot Tii/p, from Texel on the 23rd December, having sailed 
cid the back of Ireland and touched nowhere. Heavy weather at 
aea, lost its bowsprit and masts, and consequently arriving soundly 
patched and ulamped. Letters from the Masters that no return 
ships are to be expected this season ; bad news indeed, as we have 
not above 3 or ti weeks' bread, and nothing besides. Fear that if 
penguins fail, we must take to seals' meat. Hardly an anker of 
wine in store to give to the men. Most of the work will stand 
still to let the men search for food. The two coska of barley and 
peas received per galiot will hardly last 3 weeks, as Ihe Imrley 
is required for the fowls, ah'eady 200 in number, otiierwise it will 
he necessary to kill them, likewise the duoks and pigs, which are 
breeiling famously ; it would be a pity. 

April l!)th (Sunday). — rn^) onlered to discharge its stores as 
soon as possible in order to be able to leare. 

April 20th and 21st — Weather too boisterous to allow a boat to 
approach the galiot for cargo. 

April 21st, 2'-iad and 2yrd. — Weather so bad as it never was 
the whole year — heavy rain and violent gusts of wind, Q-aliot 
only provided us with some stoi'es and tackle, which were at hand. 
Left the rest on board to enable the vessel to meet the return fleet 
with the despatches (without putting on board any skins) at St, 
Helena ; also our own papers were sent with her for Patria. Loft 
this evening, with orders to return when the despatcties, &c,, have 
been dehvered. Also sent Verburgh to request that the fleet may 
send for the garrison as much rice, cadjnngh, beans and arrack as 
can be spared, as our supplies are almost exhausted. 

April 24th. — S. East, favourable for the galiot lo meel the fleet 
at St. Helena, which God grant. Amen. To-day was found in 
the mountain the carcase of a bush mannikin, called at Batavia 
orangh outaugh, as large aa a small calf, having hands and f'^et 
exactly as a human being, with long arms and legs, hairy and dark 
gray. Men, forced by hunger, ate it; gret-ns do not nourish them, 

April 25th.— Kerry's allies depasture their flocks about ^ mile 
from the fort ; would not part with one. Had enough to do to 
restrain our people, who were desirous of recovering the stolen 
beasts, forced by hunger and angered by the murder committed on 
the boy. They were prepared to take just v-^ngeance on that faith- 
less lot instead of suffering any longer the pangs of hunger; 
but were restrained by promises that the return fleet would send 
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W^ relief ; fed them with oabbaee, &c., from the gardens, and pen- 
*" guins, to keep them fairly obedient and at work, but not without 
murmuring on their part. Boat leturns from Saldanha Bay with 
a oask of salted birds, caught on a oei tain island there, finer and of 
better flavour than the penguins. Had, in cousequence of the wind, 
been lying 8 days off tne Land. The galiot, still becalmed, under 
Robben Island, had 20 casks full, and a thousand spotted birds io 
the hold, which will be welcome, and help us on for a few months. 
In the meanwhile will consider whether the galiot shall be sent to 
Madagascar for rice and arrack, &c. 

Apnl 26th (Sunday). — ^South-east detaining the galiot . 

April 27th. — Quliot arrives with its cargo and reports that 7 oar 
8 Hottentoos, but without cattle, had been seen at Saldanha Bay. 
Resolved, in consequence of the want of stores, the danger of the 
supply of birds becoming exhausted, the long time to elapse bef(»e 
supplies can be obtained from India or Patna, the heavy expense 
to me Company and the inconvenience to India by drawing wine 
supplies from the ships, to send the galiot to Madagascar for rice, 
beans, cadjangh and arrack ; and as we have no goods on hand, to 
find what the people can muster of the clothes given them last 
year on account, and refund the same to them afterwards. The 
vessel to proceed beforehand to Saldanha Bay to be scraped, wb^?e 
the facilities are better than here. 

April 28th.— Fine N.W. weather. 

April 29th and 30th. — ^Ditto, heavy mist. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

1654. 

May i st and 2nd. — ^Dark, rainy, cold — worse at sea. 

May 3rd (Sunday). — Sunshine, drifting clouds, N.W. wind. 

May 4th. — Ditto. As it pleaseth not God to permit the galiot to 
proceed to Saldanha Bay, and as the time is fast passing, viotoals 
are nmning low and the necessity apparent to kill our poultry, it 
was resolved to do so, to clean the smp here and despatch her as 
soon as possible in the name of the Lord, provisioned lor 4 months 
and manned with 19 or 20 men. Resolved, further, as all were un- 
acquainted with the Island except the Frenchman, who is not to be 
trusted, and as the French there have a powerful garrison, to 
despatch the yacht to Mauritius to obtain iniormation there from 
the Gonmiander and officers, and also goods besides what we oan 
send for the purposes of trading. Jan Wouters, for his faithiid 
services, restored to the rank of assistant with 20 gl. per month and 
to serve the Company 3 years longer. 

May 5th. — The soldier Hessel Jacobs, of Souttin, ordered to 
received 100 lashes for stealing from the garden, leaving the fort 
during the night and abandoning his post as sentry ; also to be 
kept in chains for 6 months with confiscation of one month's wages 
to the Provost Marshal, according to sentence of Council yesterday. 
Natives give notice of 2 vessels near Table Mountain. 



May 6th. — ^Looked out for the shipa even as faras the point of 
Cajw False, but not finding them, seut for the Hottentoo called 
by the meu " cook's mate" (scullion) who had given the'informa- 
tion and who undertook to show the vessels, bent the drummer 
and provost with lum ; they remained out all night. 

May 7th. — Heavy mist, men reported could not see beyond a 
mile on the sea, Hottentoo persi>;ted that ho had seen the shijis, 
which might have been here with these westerly winds, if they 
intended to oome — oonjeotured that they may be English home- 
ward bound, which had run into False or Hout Bay ; resolved to 
send a corporal and 4 men to look about carefully and at onoe 
report to us. 

May 8th. — Heavy S.E. Sent the men away. In the afternoon 
fine quiet weather- Despatched the galiot with our desjiatohes to 
Mauritius, will leave as soon as the wind ia favourable. Leaves two 
hours after midnight. 

May 9th. — The four men return, and report that they liad saen 
no ships anywhere. 

May 10th (Sunday), — Boat despatohed to Itobben Island with 
food for the men there. 

May 11th. — Morning fine; during the day drizzling rain, which 
cleared up. Heavy 8. Easter the whole night. 

May l^th.— The first brick kiln with 60,000 brioks set on fire. 
Bay full of whales — every day so, since beginning of Marcli. Boat 
returned with a ram weighing about 150 lbs., the worst of the lot 
— the other sheep thriving well. No seals — for a month had hardly 
aeen one. 

May 13th. — Pine ; many whales. 

May 14th — Ascension Day, 

May 15th and 16th. — The bay every day full of whales. Sowed 
this week a good quantity of seeds which are showing well, and 
promising a good supply for the ships and the garrison ; and if we 
had rice we might almost get on. 

May 17th (Sunday). — N.W. wind and weather. 

May ISth, 19th, and 20th.— The first brick kiln left to oool. and 
another commenced to be ready before the heavy rains. Woodmen 
report that Herry's friends are commencing to move inland, with- 
out having sold a single animal, but endeavoured to rob and insult 
na whenever they oould— are quite satisfied with their departure. 
Trust that others may come with whom we may aucoeed better. 
Yesterday a Hottentoo woman was, without any assistance, 
delivered of a ohild near the fort on the banks of the river, just hke 
any dumb animal, herself cleaning the child and rubbing it well 
vritli cow dung ; also blackening it ; otherwise it was like the 
mother, as fair as a brown Jewess. Placed it at once in a skin at 
the breast ; father and mother begging from ua ; and to-day coming 
into the fort for bread and tobacco and a glass of wine, which we 
gave them. Left in good spirits for their hut, not in tlie least pro- 
tected from the weather. 
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ldi4. May 2l8t — Too wet to oontinue making briokis; men set to 

** clearing ground for gardens. Wife of the ^rdener delivered of a 

son. 

^ May 22nd and 23rd. — Sowed this week garden seeds. Bay fait 

of whales — ^pity we have no means of catching any, fine time for 

doing so. 

May 24th (Pentecost). — ^Dirty weather. 
>l May 25th and 26th. — Fine. Garden produce getting scarce, 
very little left for the ships ; little fish caught ; necessaiy to fill the 
men's stomachs. Went inland to see whether the sorrel and mustard 
have sprung up, to prepare some twice a day with barley and meat 
for the men ; the salted birds are given at noon ; and in the morn- 
ing and evening cabbage and other garden produce. On Sundays and 
Thursdays ordinarily turnips and carrots, which are getting scarce. 
No doubt in 3 or 4 months, with God in the van, we will nave a» 

(much again, as what is sown thiives famously ; busy sowing in the 
^nurdens which now cover fully 4 morgen of ground trom one end to 
the other, and also preparing more land for tne seeds expected from 
; Fatria. Found the sorrel beautifully growing in many places, but 
; not yet the mustard : two men therefore oidered to fetch some 
) sorrel every day, and add to it enough from the gardens, until the 
time of relief. 

May 27th. — Fine, simshine. 

May 28th, 29th and 30th. — Fine weather for making bricks and 
f preparing land. Cleared and prepared ^ morgen of ground ; sowed it 
with new com won here last year, altogether 2 bushels. Sroported to 
Kiebeeckthat Gysbert Jansz vanHaverbeecq, of Haarlem, boatman, 
and nicknamed Schout, had on the 7th said that he knew of a man 
prepared with two knives for the Commander, who had also said that 
^^ if we get as little food and have to work as hard as last year, I 
will settle the Commander," &c., Jan Matthysz : and Adriaan Lioer* 
brouck, sailors, had also heard it, also Jan Jansz : Van Nijkerk, 
soldier ; all declared before the Council that they had heard Schout 
speak as above. Haverbeecq examined, acknowledged that he 
said it to the other two and briefly stated that the man was Jan 
Daniels2 : of Veume Arquebusier who arrived here in 1652 with the 
Good Hope and was nicknamed Doctor, who ere this had for a rewaid 
been prepared to travel with the natives inland to learn their lang- 
uage, but when requested to do so, had refused. Haverbeecq had 
with others some 6 weeks ago been sent for cow dung, and on his 
return resting with Danielsz : a little in advance, and seeing 2 knives 
in his belt, had asked him why he carried 2, he answered, " They 
take care of the Commander." Doctor called in, denied that he had 
ever carried a knife, much less two, and that he had no reason to 
be offended with the Commander ; acknowledged when reminded 
of the time, that he did carry 2 knives with him when sent for 
the dung, which he had in his belt since his return from Dassen- 
Island where he had used them for flaying seals. The Schout had 
asked In'm about the knives but he had never answered that they were 



miudiag tlie Oommauder ; would not 8^7 that the S^out lied, but 
believed that he might have meant that the knivee were at the 
Gaamander's Bervice when lie weut out to out iiaiiaragus. A^ked 
agaiu wh«itlier the Suhout iied he iiersiated ia giviu^ the «auie 
auswer; asked again and finding that thiaga would go wrong he 
replied, " ho liea hke a rogne, we were onlj two of lis and why 
should [ not be believed as well as he is," this prevarioation oaiising 
suHpioion that he miglit be guilty, he was imprisoned for further 
examination iu a cellar under the battery. 

May 31at (Sunday). — Pine; many whales; high springtidf. 
Launched om- boat lii feet hiug and 8 feet broiid to onrry salt, wood 
manure, &(■. from the river to the fort. 
^L N B. — Wind and w"ather carefully noted. 
^K June 1st. — Hard nt work brickmakiug, preparing garden 
B^ceund, and surroundiug it with aannls. Leaked out that the 
Doctor had said to the Uuartermaster Jurien R lodp, " that if he 
was again pressed as hard on Dassen Islaod, he would rather knock 
down one or two or they might do it to him." 

June 2nd. — Fine, W. S.W. breeze. 

June lird, 4th, and Otb. — The same — bav full of wales. 

June 6th. — Stormy — no work possible — oalmerat night. Juriaea 
Koode declares on oath that having asked Danielsz why lie hod 
libelled and oursed him behind hia back, had been answei-ed 
amongst other things that if he was vexed again at liobben Island 
as lie had been, he would bowl over one or two ; Roode saying 
that he did not believe it, waa answered " I name uohody." Tliis 
evidsuoe Duuielsz deuies, though acknowledgiog he had been 
•ddreeaed by Koode. States that he had spoken in t!ie barber's 
bouBe where somebody may have heard him, but neither the 
sun^eon nor his assistants knew anything of the matter. 

June 7th (Sunday). — Good weatlier. 

June 8th. — Took in hand a plot of ground 34 by 24 roods 
square to be cleared and enclosed wilh canals Too rainy to make 
bricks, nice weather for preparing ground — too hard in summer. 

Jima 9th. — The pantry (cutler's) of the Commander robbed in 
the night of wine, ham, butter, cheese eggs &o. Could not discover 
the thief. 

June 10th. — Jan Danielez vnu Vcurne, threatened with the 
rack, declared that he had said " these knives wait upon the ' Heer' " 
but not to threaten the Commander — had meant that they were 
for the service itf the Company ; also that he had said 
that he would knock over a few, but this had been iu 
consequence of the treatment received from the drunken Corporal 
Jan van Chiliok who had continually beaten him, though be had 
worked as tiie others. Had spoken so when thoroughly dejected 
but without the slightest idea of committing such ovii. Begs for- 
giveness. 

Jnne 11th. — First attempt to mason with the bricks tor the 
dwelling on the right hand of the battery— fine red bricks like 
^ Vol. V. 
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1664. Leyden brick. Anival of the Tulp from St. Helena, left that 
"" island on the 20th last month, did the voyage in 3 weeks, which 
is extraordinary quick ; brought rice, 2 boxes white sugar, 2 small 
bales wheat, 28 lbs. wax and some spices, also some clothes and 
shoes for the garrison, old sails and tmware. Had expected more 
rioe, some beans and cadjangh, also arrack, but the Uommander 
Kemp eoidd spare nothing more so that with what we can prooure 
ourselves our supplies will not last longer than 2 months, lletum 
fleet consisted of PJuenUy Orangie^ Salmander, Lecumtiy Coniftgh 
Davidt and Avondster, and had left Batavia on 19th January; 
sighted the Cape 27th March and arrived at 2St. Helena on the 
18th April, when our galiot whioh left this on the 23rd April 
found them on the 6th May and delivered despatches and secret 
orders whioh greatly pleased the officers — Fleet well refreshed with 
pigs, apples, oranges, greens and water, waiting for the Pring 
Willem and N, Rotterdam^ until the end of May. Verburgh 
returns with the rank of junior merchant given him by the consent 
of the fleet, and likewise as Secunde for this establishment. Heceived 
by him as such in consequence of his zeal and faithful service. Being 
much in want of provisions, and finding that the skipper of the 
Tulp draws rather heavily on his pantry, Verburgh and the Sergeant 
were ordered to examine carefully into this, and make better arrange- 
ments for the distribution of the food ; also to order the skipper 
a,t once to discharge his cargo for the Cape. 

June 12th.— Galiot commences to discharge. 

June 13th* — Galiot examined, found it ill-supplied, as the 
skipper had been too liberal at St. Helena in his distribution of 
provisions, which made the officers of the fleet suppose that we 
were not so ill-supplied here as Verburgh had stated ; had given 
as much bread to the return fleet as would have kept the crew of 
the galiot for 3 months. Has now no more than 2 casks of bread 
and other provisions in proportion. Would have been better if the 
provisions given to the return fleet had been left here to fill the 
stomachs of the hard-working men. Proved that he was a bad 
manager ; gave him therefore orders to guide him in order to 
calculate how long his supplies will last. If he had to proceed to 
Batavia, we would hardly manage to fit him out. 

June 14th. — Same weather. 

June 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th. — Council resolves that as only 
2 J tons of rice have been received from the return fleet, which will 
not last longer than 1^ or two months, also to send this galiot to 
Madagascar for more rice, so that, if an accident befalls the Roode 
Vos, we may somewhat depend on this vessel, but with the order 
to examine beyond the point all harbours, bays and rivers, what 
trade may be opened up, including Ri6 des Reys in 25® lat,|for the 
information of the Masters. From E,i6 des lleys to proceed to 
Madagascar for the purpose mentioned in the instructions. 

June 19th and 20th. — Fine weather for building the new dwell- 
ing-house with our Cape bricks. 



Juae 2l8t (Sunday). — Fine weather for the gardens in whioh this f 
■week various seeds have been sown. La«t bread rations distributed, , 
2J lbs. for a whole week, quantity given during the last 3 moiitbF, 
and if the galiot had not made suon a quick passage, we would have 
been at once and suddenly at the end, as will soon be the case with 
the 2J tons of rioa, which cannot last longer tliaii 5 or 6 weeks, 
BO that, unless relieved, a miserable time awaits us. 

Jime Had. — Jan Dauielaz van Veurne aentenoed by Oounoil to 
be keelhauled and put in irons for 6 mouths with oonfisoation of 
3 months' wages. 

June 23rd. — Sentence carried out. 

June 2-ith. — Good weather. N.W. wind, during the night 
increasing in force with rain. 

June 25th. — Wmd and rain too severe to be able to deliver the 
deEpatches to the Tulj>. 

June 26lh. — Officers of that vessel take their leave, 

June 27th. — Dirty weather preventing departure of galiot. 

June 28th (Sunday).— Ditto. 

June 20th. — Reported, that a soldier, Evert Barentz, of Gron- 
ingen, had last night, during prayers, stol'-n some barley from the 
stores — denied it at fii'st, but promised his liberty, he confessed that 
Hendrick Juriaensz, of Swartsluya, had urged him to do it. See his 
eonfeasion. Various others had eaten of the barley, but all declared 
that they did not know whence it came, only that said Juriaensz 
had stated that he had obtained it from the Tu/p. Being called 
he confessed everythiug and she *'ed the place where more had been 
hidden ; consequently apprehended with Eldert Jansz, of OoBt 
Friealiiud, who had mounted guard to do the deed. 

June 30th.— Dirty weather. Reported that Juriaensz had per- 
suaded Dirk Haesjes to bribe his mate, thu fowl-keeper, to steal a 
portion of the barley given to the fowls. Said Haesien acknow- 
ledged that a few times thoy had boiled of it for themselves, but 
would never have dreamt of doing it if Juriaensz had noi put it 
into his head. Si^e confession. Sum total is that Juriaensz la the 
chief instigator of all tlie thefts, 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

July 1st. — Dirty stormy weather; gardens delugei I and rivers 
iaoapable of holding the water. Lots of trouble and loss. Many 
young plants washed away or spoilt. 

July 2nd. — Council sentences H. Juriaensz to he keelhauled 
Etnd thrashed ; Eldert Jansz to fall three times from the yardarm, 
and re<,'eive 100 lashes before tlie matit, and Frederik van Loenen, 
Isaac Sybrantsz and Mens Jansz, to have 50 cuts ou their dry 
skins for the theft of the barley. See aentenoe. Sentence carried 
out. Weather prevents galiot from leaving. Victuals getting 
scarce, causes us great anxiety. 
^^ July 3rd, — Galiot leaves lor the object stated. If the ahipa 
^HCsnaia d or 6 weeks away we will have great distress. All the 



mudetk (vodnoe lo eomfietAj OGfisiHDed that Widlj any lacfre can 
be wermf^ together. 

Jnlj 4tii.— Galiol Icsarea die anchotage at Bobban Islaiid and 
gets well to sea. 

Jnlj ->tfa. — Some of Heny** alliea oome with the news that 
flOBue natiTta from the far inland wore approadiing with cattle to 
trade : time will ftbow whether thia is not one of th^ccdinarj lies. 
Not having copper platea wewill not he able to get eattle,will onlj 
be able to pioeare iheep for our thin wire ; co it does not matter 
whether thej oome or not. I»oking oat anxiooaly for »hipa. 

Jnlj 6th. — Continued the masonwoik and cnnmenoed peeking 
the brickiS for the new kiln; wood for the parpoee at hand. 
Hottentooa stole jesterdair all the tackle and the hedge ot the boat 
lying in the rirer fall of reeds, their nsoal eooiae. Not deaiating 
from their roguery, in spite of the good done to them. But not to 
fall out with them we must look after oar property better, for if ill- 
treated, they would g^ so afraid that they wxmld never agftin 
return with cattle, &o. Pretended cooaequently that we knew 
nothing of it, to conviDce them of the good nature of the Nether- 
landers but awaiting onr opportunity for a suitable rerenge when 
we will no longer be in want of cattle from than. It must come 
to this oi;e day, if we are to Uto in peace, for hundreds of theqi^ 
well armed, were loitering about the cows at the side of the 
mountain to steal them ; but as the latter are protected by 7 or S 
Musketeers they did not dare. 

July 7th. — Fine, sunshine : hard froet last night — ship in sight 
behind the Lion Mountain, becalmed. 

July 8th. — Vessel found to be a small English ship named 
De Coopttian of 70 tons, captured by the tiontsbhm at St. Vincent 
on the loth April ; had only 42 asses on board which the English 
intended to take to Barbadoes; but they w^ie all landed mere 
excepting 3 which, with a horse, they thought of bringing to the 
Cape. Had however died on the voyage. Had liberated all the 
English and let them go to Barbadoes, excepting 4 or 5 who had 
taken service under the Company. Gomfsbiom bad left with the 
Botterblom on 28th January ; at St. Vincent, on 20th April, vessek 
parted company in a heavy storm. Feared that the Botterblom had 
perished. Found very little refreshment at St. Vincent ; consequently 
full of sick and scurvy patients. ChuUbiom seen yesterday by tl^ 
English prize near the land. Latter vessel supposed to be serviceable 
here because of its sailing qualities ; is manned vnth 17 men. Safe 
at anchor now ; not much bigger than the Oood Hope, If it 
had arrived eight days sooner it might have proceeded with the 
Tulp on a voyage of discovery. GouUbhm sighted, becalmed. Letter 
from Commander as follows : *' Becalmed four days already — 
miserable condition — no refreshments, voyage has been long, only 
6 quarterns of water daily for every one, 30 dead, 4 died yesterday, 
one of them Sieur Willem Willemsz : Bennex assistant ; reque^ 
refreshments as soon as possible, will do his best to get into the 
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imy as soon aa ho can." Had at ont;e ii good basket of salmi aud 2 
g^wd bags of oftbbage prepared which were Bent on board the 
OoHisbloin with the following letter: " Received yoiira far water 
and refreslimentB, had intended to prooeed to you with all men to 
tow you in, but prevented by the weather, wind at preeent favourable 
for you to oome on ; if the wind ceases will come to help you ; 
send you in ths meanwhile salwl and cabbage, and a ean of butter- 
milk, hope to see you here soon. 9th July, 1654. P.8. — The 
Engiisb Bhip will carry a light to direct you in oobb you come on 
during the night." 

July 9th. — Arrival at noon of the galiot; at once pnivided with 
oabbage, &c. lieceived with her many tools, &m,, wJiioh were much 
required, but little food — so we continue to be in straitened cir- 
oumfltances eBpecially aa regards barley and peas ; only obtained 
4 onsks of barley ; peas won't lost 4 days longer ; refreshraenta for 
this ship consequently not abundant, and if we get other ships 
without supplying us with the articles named, it is clear that they 
will be poorly refreshed, as the garrison is living on what we have 
in store, so that very little is left for fresh arrivals. Skipper had 
Bighted some days ago a ship near shore trying for the bay, and 
supposed to be of Zealand; worked its sails with difficulty, gathered 
that it must be full of sick. 

Jidy loth,— Some of Ueny's allies arrive with 4 meagre head 
of cattle, could not come to a sale. Wished to go on boartl to fill 
their bags and stomachs with bread and wine ; but as they had often 
played ua the trick to walk off with their cattle after their return 
from tlie ships, we tolil them that we would treat them well ou board 
if they sold their eatfle. Left with their cattle, whether they will 
return, time will show. Will continually place before their eyes, 
samples nf the oopper, tobacco aud beads, brought by this vessel, 
as soon as landed. Some of our people, sent for wood and sorrel, 
were molested by the Hottentooa and forbidden to gather any ; in 
short they are getting more audacious every day ; will soon have to 
show our teeth, but must wait until Ihey are here with thousands 
of cattle ; in the meanwhile we must strengthen their self-conceit 
not only to find a better opportunity to revenge the murdered 
Christian bloofl, but to repay oiu:8elves for the stolen cattle, &o. 
The sick {60 in number) landed and placed in a tent within the 
tortification to bo refreshed with vegetables so as to be able to leave 
again with their ship. 

July 11th, — Ooutab/oiii discharges: English prize i-epaired — 
called by us Caap VogeL Iliscovei'ed that Jan Pieterz : Scenwater 
had robbed the chest of Pieter Borgers, superintendent of the 
sheep at Robben Island; acknowledged the theft and apprehended. 

July 12th (Sunday). — Gloomy, windy wet weather. 

July lyth. — The same. Goutsblom cannot discharge. 

July 14th. — The same. WillemHuytjensBtoIeBpintaof brandy 
from the powder magazine in the redoubt, belonging to the oflScer 
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16M. July 15th. — ^Fine weather. Gotiisblom discharging rapidly. 

~ Jul J 16th. — Soen water condemned to be scourged and placed in 

irons {or the theft — ^Hojtjens having been the onlj man at the 
redoubt and found drunk in the evening, also having offered to repay 
Harwarden for what he had lost, but unwilling to oonfees, andhaving 
been a thief last year, is sentenced to receive 100 lashes, and refund 
the value of the brandy to Harwarden. 

July 17th. — Sentence carried out. Vessel sighted — ^becalmed — 
boat pulled on shore ; proved to be the HaeSj Hd Mauritius from 
Batavia on the 7th March, with rice, &c., for this station ; sent 3 
boats to tow the yacht into the bay. God be thanked for the suc- 
cess obtained. Sent the boat to Bobben Island with provisions, 
picks and shovels to prepare some ground, for wheat, &c., by way 
of experiment. S. £kist not so heavy there —it is supposed there- 
fore tnat the wheat will thrive there better. 

July 18th. — Officers of yacht land with despatches from India 
and Commander of Mauritius ; gathered from them the kindly care 
of all of them in providing us with rice, arrack, &c., for whioh we 
had longed so much. Bartered 5 oows from Herry's allies for a 
higher price than ordinary to draw them on; allowed some 
to proceed on board, requested the skipper to treat them well with 
bread, rice, arrack or wine to make them inclined to bring more 
cattle ; sent one animal to the Oouisbiomy ^ a one to the Haes^ and 
another i to the Caap Vogel with greens, &c. 

July 19th (Sunday).— Same weather. 

July 20th. — Vessels hard at work discharging. 

July 21st. — Wet, serviceable weather for the wheat, carrot and 
other seeds so\¥n last week. Discharge of vessels continued ; 35 or 
36 of the sick from the Gatdshlom quite well again, the rest 
almost all recovered ; hope they will be themselves again before the 
week is out. 

July 22nd. — Observe to-day the day of prayer appointed by the 
India Couiicil by Besolution of 10th June, 1653, and also thimked 
Ood for His special mercy in sending us deliverance per GmUsblom 
and the Haes^ saving us m)m famine, for all which mercies and 
the success of our enterprise here the Triune Ood be eternally 
praised. Amen. 

July 23rd. — Arrival of the Botterblom after a perilous voyage; 
had only touched at St. Jago, where only 2 casks of water were 
obtained, the Portuguese allowing no approach. Received dupli- 
cates of despatches per Tulp and Ooutsblomj also 6 casks meal and 
2 do. bread Skipper complained that the galiot was thoroughly 
unmanageable, and though destined for this station, quite useless 
for it. Will send it to Batavia, and retain the Caap Vogel 
and Tiilp. The Roode Vos^ likewise a bad sailer, also to proceed 
to Batavia when returned from Madagascar. 

July 24th.— Dirty boisterous weather. 

July 25th.— Ditto. 

July 26th (Sunday). — Very heavy rains. 



* - July 27tli — Tlie Uiiri:! disobarges liue. 

July 28tli and 29tli. — Wet, dirty etoraiy weather. 

July 30th. — Shipa taking in ballust : Dr Hatt tlisohorging. 
Skipper of hotterhlom told to prepare for the voyage to Batavia. 

July Slat.- Same boiaferoua weather as on 29fh. 

N.B,^ — ^Wiod and weather carefully noted every day. 

August 1st. — Ships hard at work disehargiiig and taking in 
ballast. 

August 2iid (Sunday).— The Point named the "Walvis fell in to- 
day, also the embaakmeuta in some plaoea in consequence of the 
Buooession of heavy rains ; built rather hurriedly in couaeiiuenoe of 
the English war. Will repair the damage with rushes and 
branches : will take about 6 weeks to do the work. 

August 3rd. — Comraeuced to build new dwellings and stores 
with the brioks of the 2nd kiln. Haea completely disoharged ; 
found wanting 5 lasts at 3,000 lbs. per last. 

August 4th. — llainy. 

August 5th. — Fine, dry westerly weather. 

August 6th. — The same ; serviceable for our mason work which 
proceeds rapidly. Ice on the water last night the thickness of a 
rixdollar. Woodmi.'n report that Kerry's allies were on the side of 
Salt River with their oattle; some brought us a tusk which 
we bought, told us t^j come to-morrow with copper and tobacco to 
them : would like to trarle with us. 

August 7th. — Proceeded with the skippers of the 3 vessels and 
30 armed men li miles inland towards the Hottentoos, who had 
some 3 or -iOO head of cattle uud as many aheep with them — the 
same who hod squatted about here the whole of lust year without 
selling us any oattle, but preventiug all others from coming ; insulting 
us whenever they can. Will show them oiu: teeth, but not before 
we have received advicfs from the Masters. The natives are here 
with such a number of cattle that the increase would be sufficient 
to depend upon. Seeing our numbers they wore very friendly. 
Could only obtain 1 ox, 1 cow, 1 calf, and 1 aheep for a very high 

Erioe. Gave them some tobacco, arrack, &o., and soon returned 
ome and gave the oow to the ships. 

August Sth. — A soldier named Van Edene, of the Goutablom, 
condemned to fall throe times from the yard-arm, aud he thrashed 
fi'r disobedience and violence towards bis superior officers. Fieter 
Martensz Abbekerk, provisional skipper of the Crt«/i Vogel, con- 
firmed in his rank with 54 gulden per month, and the disrated first 
mate, Lieut, Lievesz, for want of a better, restored to his rank. Jan 
van Harwarden for his faithful services at the fortification raised 
from corporal to capitaine des arraes, witli 20 gl, per month. 

August 9th (Sunday). — Windy weather. 

Augu&t 10th. — Sentence carried out. 

August llth, 12th, and 13th. — ^The vessels despatched with our 
letters for India. Vessel sighted about uoon ; proved to he the 
yacht Ani/elier from Hoom which had left Holland with the 
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1«M. Amsterdam vessels Parel^ Princess Boyat^ and the jadit Ter Bekel^ 
" lingh on the .6th April ; had touched Dowhere, and parted from the 
others at the Canaries with the resolution that ea<m should do his 
best. 

August 14th. — Yaeht anchors and brings despatches from the 
17, dated 15 April: had many sick; sent yegetabies on boaid; 
sick to land to-morrow. 

August loth. — Despatches of Angelierlor India entrusted to the 
OouUb/om. Arrival of the yacht VH^hndt, Left 19th May with 
news of the peace made with England on the 18th May. Qod be 
praised, Amen. Ilad communicated with the Parel 3^ n<ffth 
of the line. The Hon. Hulst still quite well, but many of the meli 
sick ; must come here to refresh. Van Venme, Juria^iae and 
Seen water released from their chains at the request of many^ and 
because of the happy news of the peace, to recei?e their pay agiin 
from to-day. 

August 16th (Sunday). — Hon. Hulst arrives in the Parel with 
damaged bowsprit. 

August 17th. — Hon. Hulst lands. Oautsblom and eonsorts 
leave, taking also letters from Hulst and the articles of the peace 
made. 

August 18th. — Sent our boat to Bobben Island with 1 DutiA 
and 1 Cape young ram for breeding, and also with provisions ; two 
of the fattest rams to be brought thence for the ships. 

August 19th. —Despatched the Vlielandt for Batavia. 

August 20th. — Vlielandt leaves. 

August 21st. — Return of the boat with 2 rams; inorease of 
sheep, and condition of garden satisfactory. Letter from the 
Superintendent, Pieter Borgers ; *'all well on the island ; six bora ; 
send you 2 rams, the rest number 46. Would like to have seed 
for the garden ; cabbage plants grow well ; wheat growing nicely ; 
send you 49 goose eggs. Must send us one or two scarecrows te 
keep the crows and geese from the lands, also some powder and 
matches ; have been digging a well and setting a few fowls to 
hatch ffoose eggs. A few hand-barrows to carry manure, and 
2 or 8 buckets. No more than many thousand good nights for the 
* beer.' " 20th August, Robben Island. Signed by Marcus Bobbel- 
jaert, Corporal, and Pieter Borgers. 

August 22nd. — With trouble obtained one animal from the 
natives. 

August 23rd (Sunday). — Pine, cloudy weather. 

August 24th. — Ditto. Sent a boat to Robben Island with some 
seeds, &c. ; brought back two more rams. 

August 25th.— Hon. Hulst exchanges from the fleet 42 sick for 
others on shore in good health, and takes leave for Batavia. The 
Roode Vos returns from Mauritius without having proceeded to 
Madagascar, as the Commander de Jongen believed that it ^mmld 
be imneceesary, as the Hoes had been despatched with provisions 
for the Cape. But what would have been the case if the Haes 
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had not turned up ? It would liave beon well if steps had 
'been taken to opec a trade at Madagasoar. as accordiug to De 
Jongen, some rioe can he obtained there. This will have to be done, 
oad might have paved the way for the Tiilp \ but we trust that Ver- 
burgh, after discovery of the ooasta beyond this point, will sho* 
more zeal for the trade with Madagascar. 

August 26th, — N.W. weather ; prevents the Parel and Anffelrer 
from leaviag. lu the afternoon the latter, by tacking, managed 
to get away, 

August 27th. — Same stormy weather ; the one anchor of the 
Pare! breaks, also a cable of the Caiji Voijd ; both oommencftd 
drifting towards the beaoh, but, fortunately in time got two other 
anchors down. The second boat of the Paret washed on shore. 

August "iSth.— Somewhat better weather. Sent the Cat^chist to 
the HotteutooH, 3 miles away, who returned at night with 2 sheep' 
and 1 cow, also a calf, the latter sent on board for Hon. Hulst. 

August 29th. — Became fine weather. Sent a oow on board the 
Pai-el, which left early, with a 8.S. East breeze. 

August 30th (Sunday). — Arrival of Hmtiette Loima from Zea- 
land the 22nd April. Hud touched at St. Vincent on 27th May. 
Left Srd June without obtaining much refreshment, the Mars 
having on board the Hon. Dirk Ogel as OommaTider, would leave 
two or three days after, destined to proceed to Beciffo de 
Femambucquo to fetch the ship IVesf Vrkxfundf ; full of siok, stifE 
and miserable from scurvy. Sent vegetables on board ; siok ordered 
on shore. 

August Slst. — Roode Vo» oommences to discharge. Arrival of 
the Dolph'jii. Had, with the Oideon, left on 26th May. Touched 
nowhere. Separated from the Oii/eoii in the Channel, WalvU and 
Prins, from Amsterdam, to follow shortly. 

N.B. — Wind and weather oarefnlly noted every day. 

September Ist. — The Dolphin has only 3 or 4 sick on board. 
Provided with greens. Died a boatman of the crew of the Pare!, 
oamed Abraham Jaiise : of Amersfoort. 

September 2nd. — Sent the Gatechist to the Hottentoos to 
endeavour ti) buy some cattle for the sick of the II. Louisa, 
who are above 10') in number, and miserable to see. Said abip 
had 25 or 26 deaths. Cateoliist obtains 2 animals. Killed for the 
flick. Ten others added to the number from the Dolphin. Siok 
and sound refrephed twice a day. 

September 3rd. — Case nf tobacco marked 75, and obtained per 
Vliplanf, opened and found rotten. Obliged to throw the whole 
lot away, as will appear from the declarations. It stunk like , 

September 4th. — N.W. storm. 

September 5th. — Better weather. The Dolphin takes leave for 
Batavia. 

September 6th (Sunday) .—Co/,)//!.* takes 30 men of the Parel 
n.nd Aiigelier, and leaves 2 siok. Detained by the absence of its 
'boa.t. 
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1664. September 7th. — Leaves to-day. 

"~ September 8th and 9th.~ Sent provisions to the island, also 2 

ewes, the boat to bring back 2 rams for the siok. Resolved to send 
the Caap Vogel to Batavia with the H. Louisa^ because it was 
found that the Roods Vos was better suited for the Cape storms. 

September 10th. — ^The junior merchant, Pieter van Duyn,. 
allowed to marry the chaste maiden, Sebastiana van Opdorp, 
residing in the fort, and not to detain the vessel, the first banns 
will be published to-night, the 2nd and 3rd to-morrow and the day 
after, that the marriage may be solemnized on Sunday, in the 
Council Chamber, by the Secretary, there being no minister. 

September 11th and 12th. — Same weather. 

September 13th. — Marriage solemnized. 

September 14th, 15th and 16th. — Wind the same. Vessels pre- 
vented from leaving. Received our despatches. 

September 17th. — ^Vessels leave. 

September 18th. — The Roode Vos being despatched to Saldanha 
Bay to see whether any natives might be met there, from whom cattle 
might be obtained. Can get nothing from Horry's allies. Vessel 
leaves. 

September 19th. — The three vessels anchored at Bobben Island. 

September 20th (Sunday). — S. East. Ships sail away. Another 
ship sighted. 

September 21st. — ^Arrival of the Gideon with many siok, and 16 
deaths. Touched nowhere. Sent refreshments. Ordered the siok 
on shore. 

September 22nd. — Went on board to affix on our plaocaaten, 
again forbidding the sale of brandy to the garrison on shore, to 

f>revent all dishonest bartering, with the promise that if any were 
anded, it would be confiscated for the public benefit, the informer 
beforehand to receive 2 tankards full for his pains, his name also 
to be kept secret, &c. 

September 23rd. — Rooae Vos returns ; had seen no natives at 
Saldanha Bay. Heavy wind and rain at night. Death of the 
boatman, Jan Helmus, of the Dolphin. 

September 24th. — Quiet, cloudy weather. 

September 25th and 26th. — The Gideon prepares to leave for 
Batavia. Leaves 12 sick and takes 15 sound men left behind by 
other vessels. 

September 27th. — The Gideon leaves. 

September 28th. — Cold, wintry weatlier. S.S. East, with hard 
showers. 

September 29th and 30th. — The same. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

October 1st. — Stormy weather from S.S. Eaat, as before. 

f October 2nd. — The same, injuring the crops very much. Find 

i that we will not succeed with gram, which cannot be gathered 

before the heavy S.E. season. All the ffrain on Bobben Island 

likewise destroyed in consequence of the sandy soil and the 



incipient drought. More and more observe tliat no gruin or rioe 
(whioh does not even oome up) can be reared here, only abundance 
of cabbage, beet, carrots, and tuniipa, whicli are now so abundant 
that no sEipa ot the Company can oome in sufficient numbers to con- 
sume them. Even turnips are now boiled in the meat-kettle for ' 
the men. Thiuga seem gradually to improve, so that a good living 
may be found hore for the common people, if the place be annually 
provided with riue and arrack ; other supplies may be yearly 
obtaiued from a vessel arriving from home. 

October 3rd. — Sent men t« the mountains for wood for those 
proceeding to Dassen Island to boil aeal-oil, ^0 men in all, with all 
appliances and provisions for 5 months. 

October 4th (Sunday). — Gave the men i a leaguer of wine to 
oonaole them fur past privations and hard work done, also to 
encourage them, and by way of a treat to those about to leave for 
Dassen Island. 

October 5th. — Men sent to the wood for clubs to kill the seals 
with. Order<"d 20 scrapers to be made, and baring no steel, used 
old picks. 

October 6th. — The Soode Vot with Jan Woutersen and his 
men on board leaves, to return ac once after baring landed the men. 

Ootober 7th.— Windy S.8, East weather. 

October 8th. — Fine calm weather. 

Ootober 9th.— Had moulds, &.Q., made for bricks, as the season 
for making ihem is approaching, — works of the fortifications com- 
pleted— strength en ed with rushes and buttresses to prevent another 
collapse. Dady busy cleaning land for watermeloos, melons, ( 
cucumbers and other Indian fruit — some sown 18 or 20 days ago ' 
thriring well, — necessary to he well prepared for the return fleet, i 
— a pity that the cabbage lettuces will be done then, whioh are ' 
now at their bes^, weighing 1, 1^ and 1} lbs. and as hard as 
cabbage — tliey will however have abundauce of cabbage, beet, ,. 
carrots, melons, watermelons, &c., also parsnips, of which we tasted 
the first yesterday, as delicate ac, if not belter than those in . 
the Fatherland — reared from seed gathered from one root 
which had alone grown of all the seed sown the first year of our 
arrival — sowed about 10 roods of land with it, besides the J 
morgen of ground sown with the Dutch seed obtained per Gouts- 
hhiii and town with carrots — Capo seed better than Dutch — | 
generally so. Hope the same success with the cauliflowers, which 
are a sight to see; artichokes promise well — place apparently 
suitable for a refreshment station. Glrain alone will not thrive in 
consequence f>f the heavy winds, and perhaps trees will also grow of 
which afterwards we hope to have more experience, especially re- 
garding the St. Helena orange plants brought by the Tiilp and whioh 
are fairly thriving, as well as some hazelnut shrubs grown from nuts 
obtained from home. Time will show whether they will stand the 
windfalls from Table Mountain. The Alder tree seed has not oome 
orth, and the briar seed has not. been found on board the Ooutshlom 
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1664. — would like to try it, also ourrants and gooseberries^ whose seed* 
"^ had beea damaged bj salt water on board. 

October lOth.^ — Western breeze, raining. 

October 11th (Sunday). — Cold, windy. 

October 12th. — Warm and dry. 

October 13th. — Commenced to make bricks. 

October 14th. — Caught about 8,000 harders with the sein neat 
the fort. 

October 15th. — Roode Vos returns from Dassen Island, \uA 
found few seals, the animals all at sea among the rooks brii^iiig 
forth their young, after that they would come to the land, as was 
observed last year. Too early to kill any — resolved to send baidi 
12 men ; the rest busy preparing land for corn to see whether it 
will thrive — wind not so bad there — might be found to be a good 
granary — decided to place 2 cannons on the island — ^land ia thfr 
meanwhile to be prepared foi'the seed asked by Woutersen. Copy 
of letter of Woutersen to Biebeeck. Had arrived at Dassen Island 
on the 7th, pitched our tents, landed provisions on the 9th, 
commenced seal-hunting, might at once l^ave caught some but 
would have frightened away the rest which are now bringing fmrth 
— ^better to wait awhile. Returns 12 men with the galiot to be 
sent back in 3 or 4 weeks' time. In the meanwhile more nsefol 
at the Cape. Of the 16, 3 boys are ill; will have to live on the 
Company's stores, most economicaUy distributed, imtil other food 
is obtained. Found good sandy soil for gardens, and made a nioe 
little garden sown with salad, radish, water-melons, peas, chillies 
and fennel — planted also of the Mauritius oranges — would like to 
, have some more seeds and 3 or 4 spades and shovels, and also some 
clothing for the 2 men taken from Bobben Island. The journals 
of the galiot not yet in order in consequence of the work to be 
done ; another set of books required to copy and forward them 
as the galiot leaves. Cannot get on with the Hottentoos who 
accompanied us of their own accord ; will do as they like ; would 
be of service if they stood under discipline as we Netherlanders, — 
do a great deal of mischief among the seals and have oontinucJly 
to be watched. Will keep one, to teach him Dutch which he under- 
stands pretty well. Dated 12th Oct., 1654. 

Journal kept by Woutersen. — Resolution adopted. Not mndi 
to be done for 3 or 4 weeks more, 12 men therefore to return to 
the Cape where they will be of more service than here, the boat to 
remain here, as it hinders the galiot in its movements, and to be 
drawn on shore, till orders have been received from Riebeeck about 
inquiring whether anything can be done in Saldanha Bay for the 
service of the Company, when the boat can be fetched on the 
way, as it will be required there. Signed by Jan Symontss, Jaa 
Woutersen, Cornelis Jansz, and Jan Gulick. 

It being found too early in the season to hunt seals orders were 
given to collect reeds and wood for a good lodge on Dassen Islandi 
to shelter the men and protect the skins — ^in want of planka. 
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Ootober I6th. — llad a good deal of reeds cut for Dasdeu Island 1654. 
and also for making mats for the kilns, for whioh daily fuel is cut '"" 
and brought on. 

Ootober 17th.— Ditto. 

Ootober 18th. (Sunday). — Stormy. 8. E. weather also 
October 19th, 20th and 21st. — Blowing harder than we have! 
ever experienced it — gardens greatly injured. No grain crops 
poisfdble if it blows like this when the giain ripens. Will there- 
lifftt try Dassen Island — where the S. Easter is not so severe and 
good ground has been found. Will send him wheat to try. 

Ootober 22nd. — Galiot laden with the things required for 
Dassen Island; after having discharged these, to proceed to Saldanha 
Bay to see whether there are any natives with cattle there — ^has 
on board copper and tobacco. 

Ootober 23rd. — Galiot leaves. 

Ootober 24th. — Arrival of the Swarte Bui, 30th Mav, from the 
Ylie, only touched at Torbay, has above 100 sick on board, 
moluding skipper and other officers, miserable with scurvy. Sent 
vegetables, milk and eggs on board — siokt:) be landed to-morrow — 
JRoode Vos returns — wind contrary, could not reach the island, had 
met the ship and piloted it into the Bay. 

October 25th (Sunday). — Sick are landed — many die in the 
boat in such a way that they could not be looked on without 
great pity — ordered to make them as comfortable as 
possible. Time that the ship arrived, for the crew of the galiot had 
to manage the vessel, to bring it into port — not one strong enough 
on board to go aloft — especially caused by their desire to touch 
nowhere, but having reached 42° the skipper likewise fell ill 
and was only able to give each man 4 quarter pints of water a day. 
They were obliged to return and touch here, where fortunately they 
found abundance. 

Ootober 26th and 27th. — Roode Vos again leaves. 

October 28th. — A large ship before the bay. 

Ootober 29th.- Sloop sent to it with refreshments. Wrote letter 
as follows : — " Afraid you have sick on board and are short-handed, 
please let us know — will send you men to bring you to the 
anohorage — send you also some refreshments." Vessel proves to be 
the TTalviSy had left the Vlie with the Bui and Prim — touched 
nowhere. Above 100 sick on board. Sent refreshments and ordered 
the sick on shore. 

Ootober 30th. — Return of the Roode Vos, Had landed reeds 
and wood at Dassen Island, — seals commencing to visit that place 
— attempts made by Woutereen to kill some — that quarter at onoe 
abandoned by them — resolved to wait till they had brought forth, 
when they generally come as far as the middle of the island by 
thousands. Ground prepared for grain and other seeds. Woutersen \ 
declared that though it did blow there from the 18th to the 21st, 
there had been no hurricane, which gives us good hopes of 



MM. obtainiiig our wliemt and Ivnd from the pL^ee, whiltt the seal- 
— cat'^ng and ofl-boOmg has to be taken in kand at once. 

(j€ZrAjet 3l5t. — Obtained r«^:* be«sts from Heny*s allies squatting 
with their cattle 1 \ miles avmj — hare keAzd ot no other natives. 
The beasts were kflled for the ships. 

S.R. — Wind and weather ererr dar cazefollT noted. 

XoTeml«r l«t. — tjjliot tearpsforSal^ianha Bar. The IGnister 
Mircu5 Sfasins. a iMksseiig'er on boaid the BmJ^ ee;ebrates the Holy 
Sacrament. Tw<> beasts and 3 sheep obtained from Ueny's allies. 

Norember 2nd- — Heaw S. K. wind. 

Norember 3r»L — ^Thiid officer of the Witiri* named ETert Jansi ; 
Byk. of Amsterdam, receires pennisson V^ mannr the chaste 
maiden Ifagdalena Andiies of Middetborg. daughter of Andries 
Aientsz. of Brussels. Ist mate of the BmL Tie game shooter 
kills a lion at the request of the Hottentoo^w wh«> were unable to do 
»3 themselTes — the beast was of the s£z^ of a Cf>w : had heen among 
the natives' cattle and wounded a Hottent«>o. B^^ast killed hy the 
first shvit. to the great surprise of the natires wiM> haTe been 
taught a wholesome fear of our firearma. 

November 4th- — Heaw S. E. 

* 

Noveml-er 5th. — Got an ox from Hen v*s allies ; could hear of 
no other ii-itiv€s. m*>re inclined to traie. — this K< not inclined to 

Cit with their cattle^ but squatting near the Salt Rirer with their 
autif ul herds. Tw^c^ beasts killed for the ships. 

November 6th. — D^ath of the aoldier Hessel Jacobsa : arrired 
here with the Dnvik. 

November 7th and >th : Sundav * . — S. East. 

November 9th. — ^Fine. West. 

November 10th. — Uendrik Tries, chief mate of the ITit/rw, for 
various improprieties and misc*>nduet tow;ini5 the Commander of 
the fort, sentenced bv Skipper Jan Van Campen of the ^'mhU and 
Abraham Ariaensi : skipper of the Bt'^ speciallv deputed to trj* 
him, to receive 50 lashes. Sentence carried out at onoe in <»der not 
to detain the ships^ whiiji take kave with our papers for Bataria. 
Twi]> men of the Wairi* and BhI die. 

November 11th- — ^The veesels leave. Sloop takes 4 ewes to the 
island and is to brin^ back a ram. 162 penguins and some goose 
eggs for the 6«) siek m«i here. Ships becalmed outside. 

November 12th- — Bc^kie Vo4 returns from Saldanha Baj, had 
seen n»> natives, though it had fired guns repeatetilv to give tbeok 
notice of its presence. Brought 7*X> bundles of fine lon^^ reeds for 
mattiiig for our brick kilns— had touched at Daaeen Island — few 
seals there as vet, men busv preparing garden ground; water-melons, 
4e-. coming up nicelv. A Ioop-h*>!e<l stone balterr already com- 
pleted for the 2 cannons; also builditig a stone hoose^— good stone 
and day found there. Sio*3p arrives fr>m Robben Island — sheep had 
mnlfiplied to 56 — brougct over llH> penguins for the Wairu and 
60 ior the Bml^ also some eggs and one paiticularij fine fat ramfcr 



205 

botli ships BtiU flaohored outeide of the roads. Sent them also 
vegetables, milk, &c. 

November 13th. — Galiot leaves for Hout Bay to fetflh fuel for 
the kita. If we had horses we might get a good supply from the 
forest 2 or 3 miles away, and not be eorapelled to send the yaoht to 
such a dangerous bay. 

November 14th. — Caught about 10,000 hardera with the sein 
near the fort ; gardener and some men leave to gather mufitard seed ' 
about 1 J milea away from the fort. 

November 15th. (Sunday). — South Kaster. 

November 16th. — Men nent to forest to saw planks and make 
carriages for the guns on the ramparts— tlie two horses used at the 
kilns. W<5uld like to have more to bring wood and fuel from the 
forest, latter getting Siiaroe, impossible to carry it the distance 
named. 

November 17th. — Two men sent overland to inquire, reported 
that the galiot bad aoahored in Hout Bay, and the men very busy 
cutting fuel. 

November 18th. — Heavy S. East wind, greatly injuring the 



November 19th, — Wind continues, men sent to the mountain 
for fuel. 

November 20th. — Wind not so strong. 
November Slst. — Fine S. W. weather. 
November 23nd. — Dark, rainy weather (Sunday). 
November 2'iird. — Rood" Vo» returns with fuel. Skipper 
reported the danger incurred by entering and leaving the Bay ; 
had often been in danger of stranding ; would not be advisable to 
send the vessel again. Hardly another cargo of wood there 
now. Some new Hottentoos arrive with 3 beasts, accompanied by 
some of Hurry's allies, who influenced tliem to snob an extent that 
it was diffiouit to trade with them. Desirable that these rogues 
were put on one side, when trade with the others would be more 
suocessful. Obtained the animals for about 20 lbs. copper-plate 
and IJ lb, tobacco, also 4 or 5 pints of arrack and some bread — 
liberally treated, so that altogether joyful they went home. 
November 24th. — Fine warm weather, 

November 20th and 2fith. — Heavy wind greatly inj'uring the 
grain fast ripening now. 

November 27th and 28th. — 'Jbtained two more beasts — Herry'a 
allies present; appear to act as brokers — not profitable to the 
Company. These rascals are daily among and insult us. 
^^ November 29th. (Sunday). — Fine weather, 
^ft November 30th.— Arrival of the Hoff'van ZevliiwH — sent refresh- 
^^Bents on board. 

^K^N.B — Wind and weather regularly noted. 

^H December let. — Hojf can Zeelandt anchors In the lloads; had 
^Hlft the Vlie with the Oli/aiil the 6th Aug. Touched nowhere. 
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iftM. Only four desths, and 20 or 30 siok. Had parUd from the 

— Olifant in a storm about De Sorles. 

Deonabar 2iid.— Xxaliol takes 15 misa ior the aeal-kiUiDg «id 
otQ-boiling eaUbliahttent at Doniwi Triaad to prooeed to SaUapfaa 
Baj to see whether any cattle may be obtained froin natives 
— copper and tobacco given for the porpoae — alao to tofM^ et the 
lalancU and kill as many eeals as poesiUe. 

December 3xd. — Galiot leaTes. 

December 4th. — Sloop sent to Island, with pcoviaons and i 
ewes, to bring back a ram. 

December 5th. — Sloop brings a lamb, 10 months old, weigiung 
folly 150 lbs. ; 58 sheep stiU left on the island. The Saperintend* 
ent had only seen 8 rock rabbits and one rabbit alive. 

December 6th. (Sunday). — Dark, cloudy weather. 

December 7th. — ^The same. Hainy. 

December 8th. — Found that Ilerry's allies had moyed towards 
Cabo False. 

December 9th. — Too stormy for the Hoff tan Zeehndi to lea re. 

December 10th. — South-east frightfully yiolent, beating all tiie 
grain from the stalks — will hardly retain a fourth. 

December 11th. — Commenced to mow the wheat ; mostly all the 
ears empty. 

December 12th. — Ship sighted under the land — shortly after* 
wards Yerburgh arrives firom behind Table Moantain, behind 
which he had landed from a Madagascar canoe — rep(»ied the riiip 
to be the Tulp^ on 26th Octobw m>m Madagascar, where he had 
made a good agreement with the Eang of Antongil, Tis. : that if 
we would call again and erect a station, he would proyide us with 
slayes and rice, &o. Had not been able with such a small ship to 
touch on the coasts of this quarter at any harboors, the wind 
having been strong and blowing on 8h<»e ; had been detained 3 
days at Mossel Bay by bad weather ; seen no natives there, and 
coming before the Bay of Os Medaor daos d'Auro had been met 
by a heavy storm ; the waves so high that he did not venture te 
run into that bay. Consequently kept off the land and went so 
low that they had no wish to call at Bio des Beys, the m<Me so, as 
arriving near the inside coast of Madagascar, they had observed 2 
large ships, from wh<ch they had to escape. If they had had a 
well-armed yacht with them they might have made a good ptiae. 
Obliged under the circumstances t) avoid every strange sail, and 
steer straight for the Bay of Antongil, where they were well 
treated by the king and his people ; had been abundanUy refreshed, 
and obtained 3 tons of fine paddy and 2 of white rioe, though anived 
out of season, and the supply was low. Yerburgh and some 
Hollanders were for a whole month the guests of tne king, well 
lodged and treated in separate huts — ^parted in friendship, and 
with the promise to return with an assortment of merdiaDdise, 
whilst the king would collect slaves and rioe ; he would have been 
glad if some Netherlanders had remained there. This king had 
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been poisoned when Verburgh arrived and wa^iin danger of dying. 
The ship's bsiber was sent on shore, who with the blessing of G-od 
cured hira ; consequently great kindness was ahown them, and 
they were promised as niuoh liberty in the country as they required j 
showed great sorrow at the death of Commander van der Stel, who 
had been there before, and had been mnoh loved. If the Company 
likes it, a fine station oould be mode in that bay. The Preuoh on tlie 
Island occupied in collecting hides — about 200 in number — about 
St. Lucia — bad found one of tbeir little vessels behind the Island 
of St. Marin before the Bay of Autotigil. busy with a small oraft 
in company (called bavkn longo) to ooUeot rice on the coast for 

G visions for the fort at St. Lucii. When driven by liunger they 
'. made war on the natives, and taken much cattle from them to 
fulfil their wants. In five years they had haii no ships to fetch their 
stores fr.Jra or about Antmgil, so that the inhabitants had lost 
faith in the French, and the opportuiiiiy offers itself to the 
Company to make such arrangements with Uailagaacar as to secure 
all the rioe of that Island, and so leave the French in the lurch, 
which might caiise their departure, aa they only stay thare to 
gather hides, and to have a refreshment station for their Red Sea 
pirates who go Ihither and also to ^aldauba Bay f.ir water, &c. 
Last year the Frenchmen lying in Satdanha Bay had told us that 
the chief masters of the Colony at Madagascar were the Cardinal 
Mozarin and Monsr. de Luyme, treasurer of the king, also some 
othsr Counts and aristocrats of France, who, because of the little 
profit, had given it up to a certain Marshal Miljetie alone; con- 
sequently the number had already dwindled down from 4 to 200, 
and if we could thwart them in their rioe tnule, and their pirates 
gained little booty, it must follow that they will abandon the place ; 
so that we will get rid of this nation at the ejist of the Cape, 
which would not displeise the Company. Verburgh had also 
gathered that the Frencli were likewise established on ilie Island 
Masearenhas. Tlie oiBcera of the Hoff mm Zei-l'indl take their 

UjBftve. Tlie Tn/ii anchors. 

B December lytli. (Sunday). — ffo/fmii /fep/ffHi/Meaves. 

V December 14th. — Quiet, rainy weath'^r. 

December 15th.— Quiet and misty. S.E. after noon. 
December 16th, — Busy threshing. 
December 17th. — Fin^ weather. 

December 18th and 19th — Arrival of the English ship East India 
Merehattt, Captain Nypoort. (? Newport) with an op-^n letter from 
the 17, declaring that hostilities had ceased, and that the bearers 
should be kindly treated. Had been five months at sea, and 
consequently there were many sick on board ; promised to give 
them as much greens as required. Would liked to have liad five or 
six cattle ; explained that we were badly provided ; promised to 
keep their men in order, not allow them to barter with the natives 
or shoot or hunt or otherwise disarrange the discii>liue existing. 
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1664. Deoomber 2Pth, ^Sunday )n^-Tf///>despatolied to Das^en Island and 

Saldanha Bay, with orders to the Roode VoSrU> sliip into that 
vessel all tlie skias and oil at hand, also the sheep which may haye 
been obtained, and to remaia there as long as seals areobtainabla; 
tiiQ Tfdp to sail to and fro to bring the skins and oil, also to oall at 
K^bben Island for the same purpose. Entertained the English 
ot^oera at dinner ; treated them so well that at night they went on 
board pretty sweet and jolly, and well pleased. Were very liberal 
iu offering us anjrthinfi; which the ship might have, for which we 
were very gmteful, teuiog them that we were well supplied, and 
ouly sorry that we oould not supply them with oatile, to show 
them the kind heart we have towards them without any hypocrisy. 
The Captain sent the Commander a hogshead of goo 1 English ale> 
a case of distilled waters^ a good English . cheese, and six smoked 
tongues. Sent on board in return a large quantity of vegetables 
to be luider no obligation, but rather to leave it on the other side. 

December 2l8t. — The Tulp becalmed outside. 

December 22nd — Leaves. English officers again dined with usj 
and at night they were as jolly as before, dancing, j umping, rolling and 
happy when they left. Would also have liked to have paid the 
same attention to the Commander, who has hitherto positively 
declined. 

December 23rd. — Sent for a fat ram from Robben Island to 
treat the English. 

December 24th. — Bam arrives. Conmla^der and some of .hi^ 
company persuaded to go on board, where great honour and 
hospitality were shown them. 

December 25th. (Christmas). — Fine weather, 

December 26th. — Sold the lot of Madagascar ebonyi which wimi 
much torn, to the English, in order to get something foT: it; about 
1,800 lbs. weight at 10 gulden per 100 lbs., taking two iMitta |){ 
English beer for table at 36 reals per butt. As the i^ibbish ooate 
the Company only 20 gulden, we shall obtain a nice drink at table 
for it. 

December 27th. (Sunday) .—Set the kibi on fire, with 43,700 
bricks, which will go a long way. More being made, to have more 
ready this summer. 

December 28th. — South-east. Men sent for fuel for the kilns. 
Obtained twice the quantity sown from the wheat ; the heavy winds will 
interfere witn grain crops. Time will show what can be do .e on 
Dassen Island. Sown grain from seed raised here to see whether 
it will ripen before winter, as in that case the seed will not be 
inteifered with by the wind. Continual supply of bread, bariey 
or rice necessary in the meanwhile, hardens full of vegetables; 
no dearth for the ships in this respect ; the garrison so well pro- 
vided that they are beginning to forget their former jnivations. 
The English came to bid good-bye and thank us for our kindness. 
Gave us some letters for their Masters in London ; we gave tiiem 
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BOmo for oiiTi* in InfUa, Bt-fo.-e diuuur was ovor, it Ijognu tu bluw 
80 hard that th'sy couM not g'i't on board. 

Deoember 29th. — Wind want down in the afternoon, when the 
caplain and otRoeri! left tmd the ship sailed away. 

Decembt^r 30th.— Heavy 8. Eaat. 

December -ildt. — On this side of the bay oalm, on the other aide 
a lieavy S. Eaeter. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

1655. 

January let. — Fine weather. 

Jannary 2nd — Ditto. 

January 3rd. — ^Ditio ; at night a little rain. 

Jauuary "Ith. — Drizzling weather in the moniing. 

January 5th. — Sent for 1^ leaguers salt, and had about three 
tons gathered on a heap out of the pane, out of which a return ship 
might obtain a full cargo. 

January 6th. — Six men aent to heap up ealt, to be sent for as 
oppiTtunity otfern; always required for salting fish fur the common 
people, and used with rice by them. Tiil// arrives with ifiii) skins 
and three firkins of oil. More of the latter might have been aent, 
but the casks were so old and leaky that they oould not be 
repaired ; necesaary to ask for staves aud hoops. Grain growing not 
successful, as may be aeen from the following letter of Woiitersen: 
" Have received the letters and the 14 men : send back three as 
incapable of performing any service. Gave the skipper, Jan 
^ymonaz, 6 scrape benuhes, 7 scrapers, 6 flaying knives ; the 
corporal, Jan van G-uliok, as he is much too independent, will be 
sent on as eoon as he returns from Saldanha Bay. Dirck Dirksz : 
Uaesjes appointed overseer, a respectable person, getting on well 
with the men, from whom much work is obtained, send 2,000 
skins and three firkins oil; if I bad had casks I woidd have aent 
12 leaguers more. Require two large wooden troughs for oil, some 
empty casks, 50 long straight ulubs, fuel, arraok, meat, rice and 
pegs, bread, oil, vinegar, and flaying knives. Provisions might 
have lasted longer but the steward had cheated ; will send yon the 
evidence when Quliik returns from the bay. Garden not successful \j 
in consequence of the groat heat and uncultivated soil. Had some 
sick, who are better now. Death of the boy Jacob van Zanten — 
left no property, &o." In the cabin St. Elisabeth, on Dassen 
Island, 5th January, 1655. 

tiymonsz: stU) busy killing seals at Saldanha Bav — would 
soon be finished. On the 19th Deo. Tennis Aukessen and 
Buijsman desertod with the big boat and having gone on board 
the galiot, only guarded by 2 men and a boy, liad robbed the 
skipper's and mate's cheat of victuals, cf>pper, tobacco, wine, &c. 
The skipper made a raft, of the scraping benches and tent poles and 
vith another succeeded in reacliingtbe coast, paddling along until he 
reached a small island where the galiot was anchored, swimming 
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1666. towards the galiot from that point. The rogues becoming aware of 
" this took to flight with the boat, but the skipper haviog come on 
board and put to rights the little boat of the vessel whioh the 
scoundrels had sunk, followed them closely — they then steered for 
the rocky shore on which their boat was smashed — the one 
perishing with all the stolen things, the other washing ashore and 
biding in the bushes where he was found dead, very likely 
murdered by the Hottentoos ; he was bruised and blueover his whole 
body, and it appeared as if whole pieces had been cut out of his 
face. Declaration, &c., of skipper: — '^Cleaned the g^ot and lay 
10 days on the beach waiting for the natives. Every day some 
beach rangers told us that the Saldauhara were all coming to trade. 
Bought one beast from them — they have no sheep. Went to the 
Island to kill seals ; on the 19th, 2 sailors deserted with the boat 
leaving us on the Island without food or water — heard that Joachim 
Elbertsz is the cause of the mischief — would like to have him in 
confinement — sufficient evidence. Both deserters dead, one 
drowned — the other killed by the Hottentoos, got the big boat 
back again, as will appear from the other letter — ^they plundered the 
galiot completely, nothing was left. I and the mate are so naked that 
we have not a shirt or a suit of clothes. I trust that Joachim Elbertsz 
will pay f r)r all. Yacht arrived on 22nd December ; gathered that 
it was to be cleaned and take in the heal skins ; only got one cow, 

fiven to skipper Samuel, — seals too poor to gather oil from them ; 
ad no boiler and no pegs. Took 5 men from Samuel, as we are 
weakhanded — 2 sick, 2 wounded, gave Samuel all the skins, viz. : — 
1,722, have still 5 30 not yet dry, cannot get on longer than 2 days 
and will leave with the first fair wind. Samuel leaves for Dassen 
Island for his cargo, &c. Declaration of the mate Comelis Janss. 
On the 1 7th sent the boat with 2 sick to the galiot informing the 
skipper that we were short of hands and I had been bitten by a 
seal and unable to leave my bed, and that he should send fresh hands. 
At night the boat came to us with 2 sailors, and the following 
morning altogether killed and cleaned 180 seals, at night all went 
to bed, one kept watch, also one in the boat to prevent it from 
going on the rocks. As before daybreak the cook would fetch the 
water from the boat, he called out that he could not manage it 
alone. Tennis Aukessen went to his assistance without orders, and 
as soon as he was in the boat he cut the cable, hoisted the sail and 
steered for the galiot. We then considered the condition, having 
no water and no one willing to swim to the opposite shore. Made a 
raft and manned it with the skipper and 2 men. Too much 
weight, raft sinks, and only Claes Bensengh attends the skipper, 
succeed in reaching the main land, draw up the raft in a sandy 
creek, followed the shore until we came abreast of the galiot, I 
could not swim, agreed with Bensengh that he should swim to the 
island near the galiot to find out what they were doing; and 
in case they stayed the night and spent it in drunkenness, 
Bensengh would swim on board and secure the boat ; if he 
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auoceeded iu gettiug tlie boat, htf would row back to mv n while 
after, and if he iiiafltered them he would fire a shot or 
6how a light. When Ulaes reached the Island, tliey left, the 
vessel aud I aignalled to him to do his best to get on board, ivben 
he found Abraham and the sailniaker and the carpenter, also the 
ship stolen bare of everything. Thethree got into the (?galiot'e small) 
boat with Beiisengh and oame to me. I also got in — we passed them 
towards the Island, where freshoaramen were obtained, and followed 
them. When we ftjiproached they steered for the shore, where no 
landing was possible. Aukessen was drowued and Buysman 
reached the land ; t^earohed fur liim a long while, ouuld not find him, 
turned back to look for the goods, found nothing except the big- 
boat bilged on the rocks ; repaired it and went on board. Next day 
fetched the men off the Island ; resolved to have everything ready 
to start for the Cape with tiie first fair wind, having no provisions ; 
next day wi'nt to lonk again for the goods stolen, found nothing, 
found Buysman stoned to death by the HuttentooB, who had 
pulled off ftU his clothes, beaten him most cruelly and cut pieces 
out of bis face. Went on board and let him lie there, 

Had Elber^BZ apprehended, who atkiiowleged that he had spoken 
of stealing the galiotand taking it to Brazil or Angola, but denied 
that he was the author — the other two were — the Rooile Vos will 
tring clearer evidence. Skins being discbiivged, to return for the 
other skins and take provisitma to Dasson Island, &o. 

January 7th. — Galiot discharging and we making brick kilns ; 
if we had horses for fetching fuel we might in a short time have 
sufficient bricks and lime. Sent tor fuel t o the mountains for those 
at Dosseu Island. Elbeifsz acknowledges that it was disotissed 
when the ffojf van Zfckindt was here, to seize the galiot destined 
for Hout Bay to fetch fuel. No opportunity bad offered how- 
ever. Might have overpowered the skipper and mate, but had no 
wish to kill anybofly. If the skipper had landed tliey would have 
deserted with the yacht to the Brazils, wbithi r Aucki's wt>uld have 
brought thorn, he understanding navigation, and having been with 
Buysman the chief instigator. Prisoner had always held back 
(opposed), and if he bad been willing, it would have happened 
long ago, but his opposition prevented them from t--.kiug aotion. 
Was glad when he was ordered on shore when the galiot left, to 
have no more to do with the two. Did not dare to lell Itiebeeck, 
and thought the matter would drop, showing in hia pale and 
sorrowful faoe great regret, and requesting that the case may 
not be taken up heavily against him. See confessiou. 

January 8th. — The saU»gatherers shot a rhinoceros in the pans. 
Was still alive, and had sunk so deep in the mud that he could not 
oome out. Went to see, and had him killed. W'luld not have 
been able to kill him on hard ground. Had more than 100 
bullets fired into him before he was dead. Had a piece cut out 
of his side, and fired into the hole, so killing him. Lot of salt 
gathered. 
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1666. January 9th. — Arrival of the Geeroande Leeuw from the Chamber, 

"T Enokhuysen, with the senior merchant, Pieter de Ghiyer, on board. 

Had left in July. Touched nowhere. Fifty dead and lOO sidc^n 

board. Sent refreshments. Tulp despatched to Dassen Island to 

fetch the oil, to send it on with this ship to Batavia. 

January 10th. (Sunday). — Galiot leaves. 

January 11th and Tith. — Raode Vos arrives from Saldanha Bay 
and Dassen Island, with 8,000 sheep-skins. Tufp at Daseen 
Island taking in oil. Brought some news referring to the theft on 
board that galiot. De Goyer and Council of the Leeuw despatch 
tiie junior merchant, Lucas van de Dussen, to us to request that 
their sergeant, Lambert Steenhagen, put into confinement by them, 
may be sent for and tried, that the ship's Council may meet 
prisoner's objection against their fairness as judges. Bequest 
allowed. Skipper of the Koode Voh and a corporal sent to bring 
him on shore. See Resolution. Ttilp arrives with 8 leaguers of 
oil, to be shipped into the Leeuic, for Batavia. 

Letter of Woutersen, dated 12th January, 1655 :— " The Tulp 
arrived on the 10th with provisions. S^nd you 9 leaguers of oil, 
lost by leakage about 4 leaguers, also 7,000 skins per JRoode Vos, 
Skipper Symontsz would not help the other galiot with his lars^e 
boat unless compelled, which was somewhat absurd. Send you the 
memoranda of the Roode Vos, not copied." 

January 13th. — N.W. weather, dark sky and rain. 

January 14th. — Obtained a large ox from some new Saldanhas ; 
had trouble though, as Herry's allies were poisoning their minds. 
More and more evident that these scamps are the cause of the 
others not coming to us. What Herry himself tells them is difficult 
to know ; as long as his friends were here, nobody would come, and 
now these new ones are unwilling to sell any cattle, though having 
about 15 or 1,600 in all. Our opinion therefore remains that these 
rogues should be deprived of their cattle, and removed with their 
families, which they have richly deserved, as they have helped to 
steal our cattle and murdered the young man, doing every day 
some mischief t > our men. 

January 15th. — Better weather. 

January 16th. — Fine. 

January 17th. (Sunday). — Heavy S. Easter; boat of the Leeuw 
capsized, but without loss of lire. 

January 18th. — Heavy wind. 

January 19th. — Calm. Dra^ck arrives. Had left Batavia on 
7th November, with the Wesep, Muydsn and Ter Schellinyy under 
command of Hon. Hubert de la B*esse. Cargo, sugat, pepper, and 
Japan wood, valued at £379,034 19s. lid. Brought despatches of 
7tb November that other ships would follow. Council, assisted by 
officers of the Gecroond^ Leeuw, conABrmi Joachim Elbertsz to stand 
at the main-mast of the galiot with the rope round his neck, and 
to be banished 12 years in irons, and Hans Swansz to be keel- 
hauled, with 6 3'ears in chains, and confiscation of their wages. 
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January 20th. — Senteuoea carried out. 

January 21st. — Men of the Leeuw and the garrison together go 
I for fuel for the kilns. Provisional sentence of tlie L/'emcs Council 
against Sergeant Lambert Steeuhagen confirmed, said sergeant 
Ifhrther susponded for 3 months from office and pay ; after that to 
*roceed to India, and reinstated in his rank and pay, as will be seen 
from sentenoe of court-martial of the fortress, strengUiened with 
the chiefs of the Draevl; Heavy S. Easter. 160 men on short", 
whom we had to provide for. 

January 22nd. — Wind the same. The 150 still on our neoks; 
hsppene often, and creates a larger consumption of victuals. 

January 23rd. — Fine sunny morning ; at nightfall heavy 8. 
Easter. OfEcers of Lceuir compelled to remain on shore ; might 
Otherwise have gone to sea. Tu/p despatched to fetch skins at 
Robben Island. 

■ January 24th. — Arrival of the yacht Tpr Schelling, with the 
Vice- Commander, Hubert Hugo. Had yesterday parted from the 
Miiyi^en, having on board the Admiral. May be expected every 
moment. Parted from the officers of the Leemt, who took our \ 
papers for India, also fresh Cape garden seode, daily gathered, 
with which India can be plentifiuly supplied. 

■ January 25. — Fine. 
January 26th and 27th. — Tiilj) arrives with 3,800 skins. 
January 28th. — The Qecroondp Lentw leaves. Officers of the TV*- 

^SeheUing and Drwck also take their leave to proceed to St. Helena 
fe await the Mui/den and ffetep, supposed to have passed. Gave 
them our letters for home. As we very much require the horses 
and saddles sent per Miiyilen and Weesp, it was decided that a 
galiot should accompany the ships to St. Helena to take over the 
Dorses there, and to see whether those left on that island by the 
Hon. Van Teylingen could be caught and also brought over. See 
Resolution. Both ships left this afternoon. 

January 29tii. — Arrival of the Muydeii with Commander Hubert 
Lairesse and a fiue healthy crew ; at once informed them of the 
decision of the other two ships, and sent on board refresh- 
ments for the crew and the cabin, also about 12,000 hardera. 

January 30th. — Same weather. 

January 31at. — Dark sky. 

N.B. — Wind and weather every day carefully noted. 

February Ist. — Death of a boatman, Jacob Jautsz Arrival of 
the Wffnp — preventeil by the wind from anchoring and went on. 

February 2nd. — Same heavy 8.E. 

February 3rd. — ^Somewhat calmer — death of the Bailor Symon 
Broers. 

February -ith. — Heavy S. Easter. 

February 5tb. — Calmed down. 

February 6th. — S. Kast in the afternoon. 

February Tth. — S. East. 

February 8th. — Same. 
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i^'K February 9th. — Calm. Hon. Lareese, not seeing any traoes of 

~ the Weesp^ leaves with the Muyden ; will wait at St, Helena tor the 
Weesp, Death of the sailor Bomer Bomersz. 

February 10th, — Woodmen report the place full of natiyes, but 
with little cattle, who molested them everywhere; require more 
soldiers to protect them and their tools, &c.; did not know how to 
hide the latter sufficiently from the Hottentoos, who had stated that 
they intended to come and attack the fortress in great nombersand 
take the copper there. Had been told that they would receive 
oopj>er for cattle, and that we wished to trade with them on friendly 
terms ; hail answered that we were sitting on their lands, and build- 
ing on very fast, never more to leave ; would, therefore, not sell us 
any more cattle, as we took the best pasture for our cattle, &c. ; 
this the buUirangers had often told us in broken Engliah. Will 
henceforth Lave to take more care, as the theft of the cattle was the 
result of too great confidence on our part. Are getting so bold 
that we must hold the tools in one hand and arms in the other, or 
at least have soliliers everywhere to avoid their molestations. Last 
night some 50 of them wished to build their huts near the side of 
the canal of the fortress, and being told to do so a little further off, 
stoutly declared that it was their land, and would build wh^re they 
likeil, and if we would not allow it^ they would come in numbers and 
kill lu^ showing that they could easily scale the walls and knew how 
to bi^ak the palisades. Evident that the revues get worse by kind 
tx^cntment. What Herry doeis inland to the prejudice of the 
Company it is difficult to say ; it cann^^t be any good he is doing ; 
will have to take car^ that we are not suddenly attadLed. The f<ni 
will not easily be taken^ but as all the men have their hands full, 
and haixUy one has be^i spared to ker^ a seperate wat^ a large 
slaughter may take place among us. Have therefore divided the 
men into three frjiteIies,to watch er»y thirl night, fully armed, and 
nevertheleiists to do their work during the day : some to remain at 
the gate and examine all the biishes iwund about to see whether no 
Houentoos ax>^ hiding in th<»n, that those at work may not be 
sur|>r::«^ of which w\e az« moi>e and more growing afraid. From 
th^ fiivis w^ ctther that ther^ ai>^ manv nadves about^ and our 
peo}^le iunvxvntlv suffer much fr.^m them. Do not dare to say too 
uuv'h^ as we are sdU assist^ by their fetdiing fueL though they 
uu;^ W biKa(>t<ihed to do si\ and if the whim seins them they wont 
d<^ i: a: al!« and w\^ h^v^ w^^k enou^ to keep the kettle baiUag,a8 
the Wvxxi is 5i«iiv>^ and far away, ^li* horses v^iy mush needed 
fiK«n Bat;avia. 

Febmarr Ihh, — KiLtremely hud S. Ea^es*. 

Fiebruar^' ithh ani K^h,— Tbe sune : t«x dry, Moeh produce, 
«|^al,y meivNTis. d^:i\\vy\l : a ctvits ^ly, as they would have beoi 
Mrnv»able :<> the £t^J Tbex^ will be e».>a^ how^vw, of all 
»N>tts. ObT:aiii^, aft*-^ i::^^ hai:jrH3;g, a <^>w frvim Hefxy's 
dfi^; ro2d us they wesv j^^^« ^^ o(iw<^ coining with miich 
MUltK WvX>ilsM«i <x>3&fin&ed tb^r def«amu«. Faxtmlarij on oar 
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guard not to be siupriBcd, not knoiving what Herry may Iift\'e been 
brewing. 

February l4tb. (Sunday). — Hard S. Easter. Tulp despatohed to 
St. Helena to fetch the horses and saddles out of the Wcesp, and 
see whether Teylingen's horees can be caught ; also to bring some 
orange trees, and pigs. Got a fine sheep from the natives, 

February 15th. — Boat sont with men to salt pans to gather 
salt; BO muoh require<l here to cure fish eaten with rice by the 
men, as there is often nothing else when fish is not caught, 

February I6th. — Lota of fires on the coast towards the north — 
suppose there are many natives with cattle about Saldanha Bay ; 
sent Verburgh with the galliot Rootle Vos and witli a supply of 
copper and tobacco to see whether any trade was possible; also to 
inquire at Dawseu Island how seal-catching was proceeding there, 
and give the necessary directions. 

Pebmary 17th. — Galiot leaves, 

February IHth. — South-Eaater still blowing ; very dry. 

February 19tb. — A ship before the bay— South East too strong 
for itto enter; sentthe sloop with vegetables; shipped anchors iu the 
afternoon. The Mahccii, having left on the 20th October with the 
Wapen vfin IIo'..'ani!f and Ainster-<fiiiii, brought despatches from ihe 
Masters of Bih October, and a closed letter for the Commander of 
th« fleet atilt expected. A few sick on board. Had touched at 
Isle do May. 

February '20th.— Pine weather. 

February aist. (Sunday).— The same. Ai-rival of the Ol'phant, 
which had left on the (ith August with the Hoff'tmi Zveland ; had 
been forced by storm into a British harbour, and aftenvards, in 
consequence of tlie scurvy, touched at Sierra Leone, from which 
place to this, it had been five months on the way. Had a fairly 
healthy orew, but scurvy was beginning. Trust that the ship will 
be ready to proceed in eight or ten days' time to Batjivia, Another 
ship sighted. 

February 2l^nd.— Ship at Robben Island, amved about noon — 
the Wiippii ran HoUaiidt. A few sick on board, well refreshed with 
vegetables. 

February 23rd. — Fine weather. 

February 24th. — A ship sighted. 

February 25th. — Death of a young boatmau, Caret Pietersz, of 
Heiligh Sondt. 

February 26th. — Wind as before. 

February 27th, — A preparation and oonfeflsion sermon preached 
by Kev. Mus of the fFn/ien ran Ilolhrnit. 

February 28th. (Sunday). — The Holy Supper served by the Kev. 
Johannes L<ampins of the MaUwai. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

March 1st.— Resolved that the three ships shall leave in company, 
that the Malaa-a may have assistance when required, she being very 
leaky, and part of her money boxes to be taken on board the 
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M66, Oliphant ; to send also the biff boats to SalcUmha Bay to see whether 
'" any cattle had been obtained, and if not, to bring baok bilds ftt4 

egp. 

' March 2nd. — Fine weather. 
t March 3rd and 4th. — Ghreat heat, soorohing up the yeffetaUes ; 
hardly had rain for 3 months. If the drought continues me return 
fleet will only have carrots, turnips, melons, &o. 

March 5th. ~ Boats return each with 15 or 1,600 fresh birds and 
3 sheep. Yerburgh also returns, and* reports he bad obtained 
2 cattle and 10 sheep from the beach-rangers, who were not to be 
trusted. Had salted down 6 casks of birds in the galiot and taken 
6,000 skins from Dassen Island, where a strange yessel with a red 
flag had anchored. A boat sent on shore returned when half way, 
and the vessel left ; suppose it to be a Frenchman intending to 
catch seals ; has no doubt voyaged in vain, as the skins are in the 
hands of the Company, from which the French must take them if 
they want any. 

March 6th. — Marriage of the Junior Merchant, Jacobus van den 
Kerkhoven, with the sister-in-law of the U«v. Petrus Mus, named 
Elizabeth Statlanders van den Bos, all of the ship V Wapen tan 
Holhndt, 

March 7th. (Sunday).— Hard 8. East. 

March 8th. — Galiot brings the birds and seal skins (7,00C) ; had 
met a Frenchman full of men between Robben and Dassen Islands, 
coming from Madagascar. Letter from Woutersen. The galiot 
having taken in 6,700 skiuH, left for Saldanha Bay ; 3 boats arrived 
here from Saldanha on the 4th for penguins. Qtiliot returns ; gave 
her 650 more skins. Seal-killing will last until Easter at the 
furthest ; require bread, arrack, vinegar and rice. A strange ship 
passing to the westward of the island, anchored in the bay in 
the afternoon ; could not be a Dutchman, showed no signals. We 
therefore tired a gun, when it at once hoisted a red flag, and 
sent a boat to the shore, which when about half way turned ba(^, 
very likely in CDnsequence of the strong S.E. At night the vessel 
left. Wiio she was, God only knows. 

March 9th. — Calm weather ; vessels unable to go. Married by 
Rev. Petrus Mus the junior merchant, Frederik Verbureh, 2nd 
person of the fortress, to the chaste maid«»n Meynsgen Gampen, 
sister of the Kev. Johannes Uampius of the Malacca, 

March lOth. — Ships still unable to leave. 

March 11th. — Vessels leave with healthy crews, the Oliphant 
having lost 16, the Malacca 4, and the Wapeii van Hollandt only 2 ; 
and only leaving 4 sick behind, being well provided for the voyage 
with carrots, &e. 

March 12th.— Galiot despatched to Dassen Island with pro- 
visions. A Madagascar slave missing; Hottentoos, contrary to 
their habit, refuse to search for him ; suppose that they killed him, 
as he was often quarrelling and fighting with them. Lubbert, 
Kerry's mate, arrives, treated well ; says Herryis far inland. May 
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B he may be tempted to come to the fort, tlioiigh he is a clever 
eogiie, aud so is this Lubbert, the chief ot the thieves. 

Maroh 13th. — Sent to the forest for the ribs of the sloop being 
built, 51J Amsterdam feet long, 14 feet lOinchea broad, and 6 ft. 
deep, to bs used for tlie islands and piloting ships into the bay; 
also made for rowing — the whole of Gape wood, excepting a few 
oaken boards, taken frora the ships. 

Maroh 14th. (Sunday). — Warm and oalm weather. 

March 15tb. — Seven volunteers provisioned for three weeks, leave 
for inland, under command of the cadet Jau Wiatervogel, late 
captain of the Brazilians in Brazil, which land, he explored as far 
S9 the South Sea, helping io discover the silver mines of Ohiera — 
a good explorer — hence entrusted witli the command to see 
whether any other natives and better minerals than about her© 
might be found. Takes with him for trade 6 lbs. tobacco, 6 lbs. 
copper, and some beads and knicknacks, &o. Is to persuaJde the 
natives to come and trade, as undoubtedly Herry has been frightening 
them; consequently expedient to have him with ns agjun by friendly 
means and promise of pardon whicii may occur, as liis friend 
Xiubbert is already hanging about the fortress and being treated 
.kindly. 

March 16th.- -Bad weather. 

March 1 7th. ~ A vessel unable to enter the bay in consequence ot 
'S.£. Also sighted another ship between Uobben Island and the 
main land, supposed to be the liooi/r Vok. 

March 18th. — Arrival of 7 Wnpfn ran Aimtn-Hain : had left the 
Viie the 20th Uct. : touched at Isle de May— bad 7 deaths and 
not more than ^ or 4 sick— scurvy commencing — furnished with 
refreshments. The other was the yacht I)om!inri/h from Zealand 
on the 20ih November; had touched at Teneriffe, and been well 
supplied, and only lost 2 men; reports that the Provinfie had left 
two days before its own departure, with the Hon. Startheoius on 
'board, aud fancies to have seen a ship near the land yesterday. 

Maroh Ifltb.- — Galiot returns witli 6,0(J0 skins aud assistant 
Woutersen with his men and tools, &c. llesolution taken by the 
ofiioers of the galiot and those of Dnssen Island. As there are 
no more seals, and siuoe the 15th we liave ceased hunting them, 
and as an attempt made on the 18th was completely unsuccessful, 
it was resolved to return to the Cape with alt the tools, &<i. 

March 20th. — 8. East and severe drought. 

March 21st. (PalraSunday).— Quiet and extremely dry weather. 

March 22nd and 2;3rd. — The same. 

March 24th. — Hard S. Eawter. 2-5th the same. 

Maroh 2(itb. — Calm weather. 

March 27th. — The salt meat of the Domljurgh resalted, with salt 
from the pans. Not being able to obtain cattle for the sick, the 
long boat of the Aiiiiferdnm is sent to Dassen Island to ohtnin 1 or 
2,000 birds and a nuraber of egga to be given to the men with 



218 

1665. March 28th (Easter). — Boat returns with birds. 

— Maroh 29th and ^iOth. — Officers of Domburyh take their leave 

for Batavia and our letters. 

Maroh 31 st. — Het Wapen van Ainsterdftm takes leave aod our 
letters. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

April Ist. — Four vessels sighted. 

April 2nd. — The Domburgh leaves. Arrival of the yacht 
Koukerken from Zealand on 10th Dec. Touched nowhere — nosiok^ 
only 2 dead — but crew commenced to complain of asthma and 
scurvy in consequence of the long voyage ; provided with refresh- 
ments. Phenix anchors outside the roads, had left Texel on 10th 
December. The yacht Blommendaal also sighted -had left 4th 
Dec. Set fire to another kiln. Mason work progressing rapidly ; 
hope next year to have all requisite buildings finished, nicely bmlt 
of Drick inside of the forf, now only made oi light wooden material 
from the Fatherland and already decaying; necessary therefore 
that they be made of stone to have eternal and strong work, which 
does not require looking after, — gardens also zealously cultivated 
to provide the ships properly — fine ground everywhere for gardens, 
but hard to cultivate in consequence of the roots of the underwood; 
must choose this soil, as the land towards the sea during the dry 
season is too coarse, hard and dry, and consequently yielding but 
little. 

April 8rd. — Arrival of the Provintie with Starthenius on board 
— Councillor of India — had left Zealand on the 18th Nov. and 
touched at Cape Verde ; crew fairly well — had only lost 7 men, 
The Phenix had 10 deaths and the Blommendual 2. The Conhigh 
David and Maagd van Enckhuysen^ which had left on 7th Dec, had 
no dead, as is usually the case with large ships ; excepting scurvy 
they have hardly any sick , only some scurvy patients — all the 6 
ships to be well refreshed as long as they are here. Jan Winter- 
vogel and his men return, having left behind Jan de Vos who had 
died from eating too many bitter almonds — reported that they had 
been about 50 miles inland and met a native of very small stature, 
poorly fed, quite wild, and clothed with skins as the Hottentoos, 
and almost talking as the latter do. Had also found some 70 or 
80 Saldanhars in different troops about 15 miles away, with 
numerous cattle and sheep, anxious to obtain copper and tobacco 
but not desirous of coming to the fort because of Kerry's friends 
being there. Had also met some Souquaas called fishermen and 
enemies of the Watermen and 8aldanhars without any cattle, 
who had approached us fully armed ; did not attack us, gave them 
some tobacco and beads. The large troop of apparently real Saldan- 
hars with many cattle were very friendly, and by no meaus of a 
begging disposition, always at once giving something in return for 
what they received, very much inclined for trade, especially tobacco, 
but would not come to the fort because of Herry's friends — would 
come when they were gone — whenever they came to us they laid 



dowo their weapouB — we treated them well. These Saldanhars 
could give us no informatioa about Herry. but the Soiiquaas 
laughed at us when we spoke of him, just as his friends here do, 
sajing that he is far inland, though daily we see hie wife and 
children iimong them. 

April 4th. (Sunday). — Rainy windy weather. 

April 5th. — Dry, windy weather. 

April titb. — It being the anniversary day of the settlement, the 
appointed day of prayer and thanksgiving was observed and the 
Jlinister of the P/ienir, the Rev. Hennanus BerBhoff, preaohed the 
Word of God. 

April 7th. — Went a little inland with the Hon. Stertheniiis to 
have a look at the Hottentoo enoampmonts, four in number, having 
amongst them about 1,'200 sheep and 400 head of oattle: all 
Herry'fi allies, who would not sell us a Bingle animal and when we 
returned from the forewt whioh we had also gone to sue, and to 
inspect the position of oertain ground for cultivation, they offered 
us a eivkly lamb, which we refused, telling thera to bring other 
sheep wiiioh we woidd buy for copper, whioh tliey were not inclined 
to do. They were not at all afraid of us though we appeared with 
50 or 60 soldiers, which is a good sign, and will be of service when 
it shall be resolved to seize tiiem and their cattle, a fate which they 
have riclily deserved. 

April 8tli. — Some thunder, but no heavy rain. Ship sighted oS 
Hoiit Bay. Long boat of Prociniie sent to inquire wlio she was, &0. 
April 9th. — Arrival of the yacht KcM/ouir, which had left 
Batiivia on the 11th February with provisions for tlie Uape and 
Mauritius, thence to proceed to Ceylon, aooording to letters received 
from India, Nine moreship^ had left for Patria under command 
of Hon. Van Goeus, on tho 26th January, viz., Paiel, Pnnceaa 
Roi/al, Dolphijn, Qiileon, Coniugh Vnu Po/en, Teriokii, Loui/He, Dort 
II lid Breda, 

April 10th.— r«//) arrives from St. Helena; had left 10th March; 
had on board 2 horses, one caught in the Ohurch Valley, and the 
other obtained from the Weesp, also the saddles. Could not oatflh 
tiie ofber horses with the galiot's men. The United Oonnoil of the 
Mut/deti, Ter Schel/ing, Werav, and Draeek, would not resolve upon 
giving any assistanoe. Are very much in want of 6 or 8 horses. 
boid fleet had left on 6th March — had obtained no pigs but much 
vegetables and fish, oxoepting the Mui/icn, which had hardly 
caught 6 or 7, so that its suddeu departure from this has been of 
no service to it whatever ; so they have run fast away from 
abundance to bad fare, eaoh one trying his best to win tlie race; 
despising our abundant vegetables whioh they thought we would 
have sent after them, and which we might have done it we had not 
been led to suppose that we would be merely adding to abundance. 
Some of them when here pulled up their noses at our fruits, bnt if 
they had had them at St. Helena they would have licked their 
fingers and thumbs. Some ships' minds sometimes seem to he wiser 
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1666. thfi^ their Lgrda wd )£|k8^r8,iwhp oil pwcpoae. went .to tkaJiaaFy- 

— expense, of this settlequeuttiis^at tjlie slups mi^t be pnqped^ refreah^cL 

llie English y^Lcht, JA4? ^/^oma^, Iiad. arrived si> Sl HaLanairooi 

Surat on the way to England. Bought at a daac.rate . two beasts 

from natives far iulfmd, ;. ha4 v beeiiL influcmeed. by Herty'a iallies. 

April 11th. — Killed the two be^ist^ and .A oalf for diirfribttition 
among the 6 ships, supplemenjt^ TfitU gceeuf^ &c. : Arrival of ihe 
Y^t Goes.qn lOth.Janu^y frQI^. Zealand^ tmc^ednpw here, orew 
healthy. Sent refresbmentsioa bpwl* Aj^other ship sighted. . .jc 

Apnl 12th. — The Priiis Willem from Zealand, 1st January, had 
touohed nowhere, 3 deaths, ore:w healthy:. . Sent refreshmonta on 
board, Hon. Sterthenius resolved in full Council to remain until 
the 15th and then start;, with the 6 ships for Batavia. . ,. .. 

April 13th. — Obtained 2 ewes and a lamb from the natives, 
price high. j ; . .^ , ^ •,. 

AjpnX 14th. — Hon. Sterthenius takes leave and our papers for 
Batavia. . . « j 

April l$th. — The fle€|t leaves 4. the Woodmen report the arrivaltil 
2 large troops pf new people jErpm tbo interi(»:« and with much cattle, 
about a mile away : the same people met by Wintvogel's expedition. 

April IQth and 17 th. — Went with ^^bout 60 musketeers to. the 
new natives, about 1^ mile from the fort ; oame upon 10 huts with 
a j(air nungiber of cattle, but aa^ Herry'3 friends again.. obtruded 
tbemselves nominally as our brokers, under our protection, we 
could not get more than 2 lean kine, and very dear. Killed the 
anipaals for the ships. ,. . 

April 18th.— Obtained a ewe and lamb from strange natives. 

April 19th. — Ter Ooes takes leave for Batavia and the Kabeljouw 
for Ueylon. Obtained a cow from straoge natives: 

April 20th — Wind and weather as above,, N.W. 

April 2l8t. — In the morning dirty wet weather; departure of 
the. 2 yachts ; 3 other vessels sighted ; a little while after 4 more ; 
£^1, safely anchor in the ^ernoon the Purely Tertolen^ Princess Bot^ 
Lordrechty Gideon, Louyae and Dolphi/n from Batavia on the 28th 
January, under command of Son. Byokhofi Yan Qoexis, Sxtra* 
ordinary Councillor of India. Said ships had been near the land 
6 days ago, also the -Br^rf<( and Conuigh Kan Pokn. ►: ,. 

April 22nd,: — Van Goens and Council decide to take all the seal 
skins with them, 

April 23rd and 24th. — Fine weather. 

April 25th.—rRainy and >vindy. 

April 26th and 27th. — Obtained 2 cows and busy shipping skins, 
'those of the Prins Willem take their leave 

April 28th. — A little rain. . Went with the Hon. Van Gk)ens to 
the forest and other places, observing a. lot of Hottentoo camps 
with much cattle ; bought a cow and sent it on board. 

April 29th. — Van Goens takes leave, to start with fleet as soon 
as w\nA is favourable. . , 

April 30th. — Western breeze and cloudy sky. 
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N.B, — Winii finil weather carefully noted. 

May Ist, — Van Goens delayed by the weather. 

May 2nd, (Sunday) . — The same. During tho nleht tigers kill six 
Dutoh sheep in the stable, having worked a hole through tlie wall, 
andthatin the presence of the two wat-ohmen ; wall about 2 feet thick 
and of Boda, wiitdhmen could not prevent it. At night the tigers 
were also in the fowl-house and killed the only three geese leftf 
biting a certain person, who wished to defend himself, severely in 
the arm. These wild animals appear to become a trouble again in 
the rainy season. 

May 3rd. — Dirty boisterous weather. 

May 4th. — Bought 2 cows and 3 sheep . Van Quens again lands, 
being unable to leave, and takes a walk to the mountains where the 
miuerala had been unearthed, of which, and of other matters he 
took careful notice, returning onboard again at night — waiting tor 
the breeze. 

May 5th. — VesselB still detained- Van Qoens orders the Tutp 
to try anil get out in order to proceed to St. Helena with letters 
for the Coning mm Poleit and Breda to wait for hiiu, also to do- 
their best to catch the horses and take in the skins brought by 
the Tiilp. 

May 6th. — Tafp leaves the bay, but the wind being N.W., 
and on the 7tb the same, it bail to anchor outside. 

May 8th.— The same. 

May 9th (Sunday), — Tu/p leaves. Van Goena leaves with the 
return fleet^the Pritis Wil'em, and Roode Vm likewise take leave 
for Batavia. 

May lOtb. — All still in the hay. During the day they leave. 
Obtained a cow and 2 sheep from new natives at present in lai^ 
Qumbers near us. Hard to deal with, inSuenced as they are by 
Heny'a allies. 

May nth. — Fine weather. 

May 12th. — The sailor Lourens Pietersz. of Maesterlant, dies. 

May I3th, 14th and loth. — Sowed soma wheat, barley and oat«. 

May 16th. (Pentecost).— Obtained 7 sheep and 1 calf from a 
strange people. 

May 17th.— The smack takes 17 sheep to Robben Island, so 
that there m\ist now be 79 ; hope that the Snldanltars will bring 
enough to stock the islaml and enable us to subsist on the increase 
and refresh the ships besides. 

May 18th. — Hard 8. East, dry weather. 

May I9th. — The same. 

May 20th. — Fine clear weather. 

May 21st.— Ditto. 

May 22nd. — Rainy. 

May 23rd. — Good weather. 

May 24th. — The same; sowed about f morgen of ground witb 
turnip seed ; last year's wheat had been sown there, the moist 
weather best time for teeds. 
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1666. May 25th to 29th. — The new natives gone again, having 

"■ obtained no more than 5 or 6 cows and about 20 sheep from them, 
believe that they are influenced by Herry and his allies ; don't tell 
them our opinion of them in order to keep on good terms, and 
make them feel quite secure, so that as soon as the interests of the 
Company require it, they and their cattle may be seized. Coming 
near our cattle so oft n that the two troops get mixed up ; done 
purposely no doubt to be able to steal our beasts, consequently a 
good watch is kept, and they become aware of our having no 
intention to take their cattle but to take care of our own. They 
consequently use our pasturage as well, which will be all the better 
when they are paid off. 

May 30th. (Sunday). — Dark, rainy weather. At dusk some of 
Kerry's friends arrived from the Salt River with about 300 
cattle, hurriedly passing the fort saying that they had been 
pursued by some oaldanhars inland who were angry with them, 
and being afraid they had fled, having been robbed of all their 
sheep and many cattle. Some had also been taken by their 
enemies the Soaqua who were also the enemies of the Saldanhars, as 
Herry had been pretending. Requested to remain under our protec- 
tion with their cattle between the Downs of the Lion's Rump, for which 
favour they would gladly fetch firewood for the cooks and be 
paid with rice, tobacco or arrack. Some of their party were still 
at the redoubt at Salt River with about as much cattle who would 
also come if they saw the enemy approaching Commander 
visited them in the afternoon and proposed to them to give him 
their cattle when they might always live unmolested under the pro- 
tection of the fort and be supported by the garrison. Would not 
5 art with their animals, but willing to fetch wood for rioe, &o. 
'old them we would buy the cattle ; was answered that they lived 
from the milk, but that there were others deeper inland from whom 
enough might be procured. Quite convinced that if we protect them, 
no other natives will come near us, and that their coming to us is a 
mere pretext to get on our pasture lands, and keep our cattle down in 
numbers, therefore no doubt telling others that we do not buy 
cattle, whilst they are not willing to part with any. Allowed 
them however to come under our protection, they undertaking to 
fetch fuel for a remuneration, a great relief to our men. This 
permission especially granted to have them at hand when it is 
necessary to seize them. 

May 31st. — Sent our men to a location near the Salt River where 
there were about 600 head of cattle and as many sheep ; were found 
to be the companions of the others and sinring the same song. Got 
with difficulty 1 cow and 6 sheep from them. The men reported 
that the cattle were all grazing near the redoubt only herded by 3 
bojs and could be easily captured ; this would no*; be advisable as 
the rogues would make the roads unsafe for the fishermen, car- 
penters, &c., who would easily be massacred. If their cattle be 
taken they, must be taken also, and removed. Can be easily got 



within the tort and mnde as drunk as pigs, the more so as their 
cODftdence in us is uuliuiited. 

N.B, — Wiud and weather carefully noted. 
June Ist.— Had again a leopard in the fowl-house during the 
night through uarolessoess of the fowl-keeper, who had left the 
slide below the door opeu. so that 3 of the 5 geeae giveo ua hj Mr. 
&oeas to breed from, have been killed. To kill the leopard, or 
catch Him, the Superinteudent of the Hospital and the groom (who, 
with the liorses and the siok, live undur one roof, only separated 
from each other by partitions made of rushes) had euterol the 
fowl-house, and when the former, who was a very bold man, had 
shot and slightly wounded the brufe, it jumped upon him and 
atrui]k some of its cluwa into his head, biting huu at the same time 
so severely in the arm that he was obliged to let the animal go. 
which also slightly wounded the groom on the head, but not 
worth speaking of ; very strange indeed, hut the other, who had 
often had to do with leopards on such occasions, and wounded 
them, was severely hitten in the arm. A remarkable sight was 
seen in the cattle kraal where said hospital, fowl-house, &o., are 
located. Becoming aware of the presence of the leopard, the 
animals all collected in a body, with the horns all towards tlie door, 
and forming a cresceDt, so that the leopard had enough to do to 
keep clear of the hfTns when escaping, though in om- opinion the 
animals suffioi-sntly showed their terror hy their bellmviug. It has 
often been seen by ua that leopards, Hons and tigers oould do no 
harm to the cattle, which have often formed a circle, with the calves 
behind them, and so protected that not one could be carried off, 
which has often been wonderful to witness. Obtained 8 sheep from 
the natives at Salt River. 

June 2nd. — Rainy, windy weather. N.W. 
June 3rd — Boisterous and rainy. W.B.W. 
June 4th. — Calmer, same wind, rainy. 

June 5th.— -Quite fine. Sent the smack with 17 sheep to Robben 
Island, with orders to bring back a young ram fur the table. Also 
Bent 4 pigs to see whether they would thrive belter there, as will 
be seen from letter to Adriuan van de Paver, on the Island : — 
" Send you 17 sheep; send us a middle-sized ram for our table, and 
let us know how many sheep are available in case vessels call. 
Also ooUeot shells, to be taken from the salt bay, as opportunity 
ofFere. Do not neglect this. Not necessary to catch any fish, 
exi.-ept now and then a little for our table when jou come with the 
canoe for provisions. Send you a bag of carrots. Let us kuow how 
your Hme-burning advances. Seud you also 4 pigs, to see whether 
they will thrive there; take care that there is always water for them 
at hand, also some seal-meat and penguins, from which a slush can 
be prepared with which to feed them. Not to run wild, but to be 
at home every evening, to he easily caught. — (Signed) Ribbeek." 
^^ June 6tb. (Sunday), — Smack returns with a Imnb and following 
^Kote : — " Have received the animals and vegetables sent. Gh-ain 
^F Vol V. Q 
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1665. / sprouting forth well, a finger long already, but the geese eat it off. 

/ Ground is good. Will take care of the swine. Only one sheep 

f fit to kill, the others will be so in a month's time. Have not yet 

burnt lime, but everything ready. Thank you muoh for the 

carrots. — (Signed) Paver." 

June 7th.— Rainy, N W. 

June 8th. — ^Ditto. Heavy rains during the night. Embank- 
ments gave way nowhere ; feared it because of the mighty rain. 

June 9th. — Just as wet. 

June 10th, llth and 12th. — Hind curtain of the fort rained 
down about 5 roods, an annual inflection it seems, as the immense 
quantity of water falling here in the rainy se«ison pours down so 
heavily that it threatens to wash away everything. Necessary, in 
course of time, to builJ a stone fort, which might oe done gradually 
if we only had more horses, the conveyance of clay and fuel by 
human hands being very hard on human strength. Oxen we 
cannot obtain. Less danger in managing horses than oxen, which 
are apt to butt with their horns, not being accustomed to work. 
Hottentoos complain of a ^vild beast among their cattle. A ser- 
geant and 3 or 4 soldiers senc to kill it. In the Downs, not far 
from the fort, we met the Hottentoos, covered about the head with 
branches and reeds like the deuce, standing in a circle with their 
assegais around a bush, in which the animal was, which did not 
dare to come out, whilst they were afraid of going nearer. Had 
hit him once in the leg. The sergeant seeing it, a large leopard, 
shot at and killed it, to the great astonishment of the Hottentoos. 
Brought into the fort, it was found that its right leg had been 
smashed very lately by a bullet, so that it was evidently the same 
animal which had so severely bitten the superintendent of the sick, 
and had made such sad havoc amongst our cattle and poultry. 
Last night there was a civet cat in the Commander's room, and, 
after much trouble, was caught and killed. So many of them here 
that it is hardly possible to protect pigeons, ducks or fowls againat 
them. 

June 13th. (Sunday). — Better weather. 

June 14th. — Ditto. Sent the smack to Saldanha Bay with 
assistant Woutersen to see whether no cattle can be got. Provided 
with tobacco, copper, &c., and 14 days' provisions for 8 men. Fiwt 
to touch at Robben Island, on which to place 5 sheep obtained to- 
' day, and to plant there some sweet potatoes, to see whether they 
} will thrive better there than here, where they grow famously, 
weighing each 4 or 5 lbs., hence all exeitions made to cultivate it. 
The Island shepherds to be employed for the purpose, to have food 
for the garrison here, to lessen the Company's expenses as much as 
possible. Woutersen to plant some also on Dassen Island, for 
supplying one day the seal-catchers. He is also to see whether 
there are any seals at this season. 

June 15th. — Got a meagre old ox from Herry's friends, from 
whom we get no other quality, and that rarely. Must take it, as 



our supply is niaiiiug out and we wish to retain their ooafideace, 
otherwise the ottttle which they bring us would be hardly wurth 
looking at, though thoy have the finest in the oouutr/, about 300 
in number, and about 200 sheep grazing between Lion's Bump and 
the Saud Downs, by our favour. 

June 16th and 17tli. — Fine weather. 

June 18th. — Boisterous, rainy and windy. 

June 19th. — Heavy sliowers, the back curtain of the fort 
entirely coilapaes ; decided to rebuild it with laths interwoven 
vitb rushes two or three feet high ; will not hold other- 
aa the weather is too severe on it. The work will be 
heavy, lis the wood is three miles away, and 7 or 800 poles 
irill be requii-ed besides all the rushes, but it must be done. Sowed 
half a raorgen of land with carrots this week, and ploughed another 
morgen for oarrots and beet. 

June 20th. (Sunday). — Dirty rainy weather, W. 

June Slst. — Fine siinshina for the plough — a pity that we have 
no more horses, which would relieve a lot of men. Woutersen 
returns with the smack ; could not reach Dassen Island because of 
the severe N . W. wind and heavy peas ; dragged his anchor, and was 
compelled to sail to Robben Island, where, in consequence of the 
accident to tbe kedge, tliey were washed on shore, and had to 
return unsuccessfully. 

June 22nd. — Fine. 

June 23rd.— Ditto. Arrived beyond all expectations the 
interpreter Herry, with 50 armed men, strangers, aud a lot of 40 
fine cows, of which, through him, we obtained 26, after his request 
to see the Commander. This having been allowed, and having 
been well treated, he commenced to apologise for leaving in 
October, 1653, when all ihe cattle were stolen, stating that the 
theft had not been committed by him or with lua sanction, but by 
the Cape men {called by us his allies, and at present living under 
our protection) ; tliat the boy had been murdered by the sou of the 
fat old man now the captain of the gang ; had left through fear 
that he would be hanged, as we might think that he was guilty, and 
to show his innocence and good feeling he had now returned with 
these real Saldanhoi-s and their cattle to sell them to us, with the 
promise that he would obtain for us from them and from others ae 
many animals as we wished ; oul}' wished to be forgiven and favour- 
ably received. Granted provisionally, and 25 lbs wire, copper plate, 
tobacco, wine, pipes, a bag of rice, bread, &c., given him to make 
merry with his comrades. Quite at etise, he told us that he would 
show us our own cattle among those of the Caepmaus, though they 
had eaten a good many, but if we wished to have service horn the 
Saldanhars we were to destroy the Coepmans {called by us his 
allies, our cattle thieves, who would never sell us any), for where 
they were the others dai-ed not come, being such rogues that what 
they have is stolen, which is self-evident, as Ihey never wished to 
ti'ade, &o. Proposed to execute the plan to-night, hiuiself and 

Q 2 
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1M5. other Saldaiihars to remain in the fort as hostages. The <?aepniaii» 
^ had no sentries — at night their cattle were coupled together 2 and 
2, and hence easily ohtainahle ; also the men and their families, who* 
should he sent over sea, so that the Saldanhars would not only be 
obliged, but would bring as much cattle as we wanted. Afraid in 
that case that we would sooner run out of copper than they of 
cattle. As long as these Cape men wore here the others would not 
come, as the former had also spread the report that we intended to kill 
him and the Saldanhars. To test this, and well knowing our good 
disposition, he had come with these Saldanhars, assuring us that the 
others would be well pleased, &c. Assured him of our forgiveness- 
and protection, allowing him as before to eat at the Commander's 
table, &c. Did not reveal any inclination to adopt his proposal to 
seize the persons and property of the Cape men, though we saw our 
cattle among them ; bad no intention of doing anybody any harm, 
though they annoyed us daily very much, but were willing to buy 
what we wanted on friendly terms. He answered that we would 
not be able to do any busiuess with anybody imless they went, as 
they were only robbers, and no traders. Urged us to take steps to- 
night. Did not show him our minds, but gathered that he was not 
quite wrong, his statements agreeing very much with our suspicions,, 
as we have observed that the rogues were very much annoying those 
who had come with Herry in order to trade with us, and with fi;reat 
importimity begced tobacco and copper from them plausibfy as 
brokerage, and if we showed signs of dissatisfaction they gave us 
to understand that they had invited that nation and Heny, who 
would otherwise not have come, though we knew the contrary, as 
they had for a long time not been away from their camp or past the 
fort ; upon which Merry, being alone with us, told us again that as 
long as these Cape men were about us the natives would not oome ; 
nor did he dare to oppose them openly, as they would kill him, so 
that often he had to dissimulate, as he had done generally before 
this. And when the Saldanhars objected to this imposition of 
brokerage they were robbed right and left, which made them dis- 
satisfied and afraid. At night Adriaan van Paver arrived with the 
canoe from Bobben Island ; had yesterday seen a ship which had 
passed on. Two sheep had died on the island, but five lambs were 
born ; total now 98. 

June 24th. — The Pritis te Paard arrives — greatly in want of 
water ; at once supplied ; also refreshments sent on board. Had 
left Batavia Ist Apnl, OflScers come on shore — state they had a 
prosperous voyage, but since 28th May had to struirgle with heavy 
W.N.W. storms, and suffered much (fiscomfort and injury to the 
ship ; had conseq'jentlv been short of water — for three weeks the 
crew had only five tankards a day, and all the time the cook had 
not prepared anything. Many had consequently become sick and 
been attacked with dropsy; hitherto fortunately, only two had 
died. Trust that the rest will soon recover, as the gardens are well 
provided, and, with Kerry's assistance, we have obtained some 
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cattle, which will be serviceable now and for othor arrivals. 
OfSoers had also 10 days ago aighted a ship to the East of the Capp 
going Eastward, supposed to be English or Portuguese. Herry 
brought two cows, so that we have iu all obtained '2ti head of oattla 
at reasonable prices and without rauoh trouble. The natives leff, 
Herry remaining with us near the Dowos with his wives and 
children, and about 1*5 head of cattle, given him by the aaid 
natives, and which he liked to keep for bimaelt, and which he 
begged might be depastured under our care ; provisionally allowed, 
to see how ne will conduct himself. Our cattle alwayS guarded by 
Boldiera, aa Herry told us that the Capemeu would steal them 
whenever they found an opportunity. Could not undewtand how 
we trusted them so much, and could not make up our minds to 
seize them and their cattle, again maintaining that so long as they 
were here, the other natives would not come, and thinking that ae 
there was a ship here now they might all be easily coaxed 
on board and made drunk, whilst the rest could be easily caught, 
offering himself and family oa hostagfs to prove his sincerity, &c.. 
Consider it too premature ; better to wait until the Capem^ii, 
attracted by our kind treatment, have come together near us, when 
it flrill be worth while as regards the large number of stock which 
they will then have together, the numner at present not being 
above 4 or 600, whilst it all are together, the number woidd bo about 
15 or 16,000, from which a fitie supply would be obtained, the ships 
Movided, and the sailed meat and pork for this garrison saved. 
Having seen during his absence that generally one of Herry's wives 
or children was among the Capemen, from which we gathered that 
they were his friends, and that they were together guilty of the 
cattle theft, we asked bini whether he was sincere iu what he hod 
said, to which he answered "Yes!" What then did it mean that 
his wife and ohihlren had generally lived with the Capemen P 
Answer, that they had retained them by force that ho might not 
betray them to us, or dare to corae to us, or ally himself to us with- 
out them, which he would not have done if he hod not succeedeil in 
persuading the other natives to come with their cattle as a proof ol 
his sincerity, which was also shown by his advice to us to seize the 
Cape men, which woiild be of great service to us. Told him that 
before his absence we had seen how intimate he was with them, and 
obliging. Answered that it was so, but more through fear than 
real attachment, as at that time he hardly knew in what relation he 
stood to us, and whether we would always atop here or leave, aa 
was the case with the shipwrecked crews of the Mcurilius and 
S'lfrli'm, wbeii he would have been obliged, as the Watermen still 
do, to hide from the Capemen ; but now, seeing that we remained, he 
might more safety depend upon us than formerly ; and to do us a 
real service he had giveu us the advice aa stated Asked us 
whether we liad not previously observe"! that he bad never dorefl to 
trust himself entirely among the Capemen, except in our oompany, 
And even then not without fear, as he knew they would have killed 



if it IimI z*ot leen hjr us. He vms m^Kre, f^s^jieettUjal present, that 
we vere alwajf asking after him. and had i&ade fair promises to 
get him hack again, ail of wfaidi he had heaid from some 
8aldjaihai« vLo had been here with one or two eowi^ Had eonse- 
qoentlT rftK^Ired to return and a«k forgxreoesa ; hot to go to the 
Ca^jMnen he nerer in his life wooM hare Tentnred, as tfaej are hii 
mortal enecies. and toge^^her thej had onlj been fidse friends. Must 
hare obeerred at the time of the theft that he had graie in a different 
directi<m from the Capemen ; that he had oeTer been among them, 
only his wife and children for the reasons stated. In diort, Heny 
ha« anew wheedled himself into the fsTonr of the Dntdi, 
eq>eciall J bj bringing the cattle and his prcnnise of obtaining more 
from the n^trrea. As his first effort was so snccessfnl we show him 
mcfTf: kindn*as to eocomage him. Sajs, when the rainy season is 
past, many natires wiU oome with cattle, bat he wished that we 
should first seize the Capemen and their cattle. It seems that he 
miL«t hare promised the Saldanhars to try and persoade us to this. 
Oar anwQlingnees does therefore not please hnn, as according to 
him, this is the chief aim of the Saldanhars, so that we might regain 
oar stolen cattle also ; bat this requires farther ecMisideration^ and 
in the meanwhile he most be left in saspense to see how things 
will go. 

June 25tb. — Herry bronght again 2 fine fat cattle and 3 sheep. 

June 26th. — Same rainy weather. Herry brings 2 other beasts 
without trouble and cheaply obtained, so we have at present above 60 
head, besides those killed for the Pn'tts U Paard ; also abnndanoe 
of vegetables. 

June 27th (Sundry). — Same weather. 

June 28th. — Woutersen proceeds with the smack to £obben and 
Da^sen Island: and Saldanha Bay, with the six sheep for the first 
named place where there should now be 105. 

June 29th. — Strange natives arrive and sqoat near Heixy's 
place ; obtained 9 cattle and 2 sheep; would trade again to-morrow; 
too tired to-night; obtained some tobacco and smoked before 
sleep. 

June 30th. — Obtained 26 cows and 4 sheep, for copper, tobacco, 
and pipes : Herry asking for a little copper for what he had done ; 
recei v^ 6 lbs. wire and tobacco by way of brokerage. Has already 
obf aiued for us 67 cows and 13 or 14 sheep, and trafficked to oar 
advantage. 

N B. — Wind and weather regularly given every day. 

July 1st — Fine weather. 

Jtily 2nd and 3rd. — Following Besolution adopted by the 
Council : Officers of the Priiis te Paard request to be relieved of the 
following men as they were dirty babblers, drunkards and gamblers, 
causing continual dissatisfaction among the crew, to the great injary 
of the ship's discipline, &c. In order to proceed with safety, they 
lequest that the persons named as under might be left here, and some 
Aers sent on board : Names as follow : Barent Arentss, of 
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Delffzeil, qiiarfer-mnater ; Claes Andtiesz Bujsmau, of llotterildm, 
boatman; Leeodert Jorisz, of Armuyden, marine; Dirck 
Jaoobaz Lansmeer, of Munnekendam, boatniim ; Michiel 
Direxen of Loydpii, boatman ; Barent Barentez, of Dort, sailor, 
found concealed in tbe vessel ; oonaidered the danger threatening 
the fillip, and allowed the request ; and in ordei' to maintain proper 
disoiplme on board it was understood to keep the parties mentioned 
in irons on shore until the departure of the vessel. Heard charge 
of the merchan* Davit Verdouek made against tlie boatswain, 
Gerrit Jansz van Hasaelt, and the voluntarj" confession of the 
latter, that liaviug been reprimanded forsorae fault, he had said that 
he had had enough of the merchant, and would have nothing to do 
with him farther, &c., showing hia regret for the same: it was 
resolved, beoauae of the ahortnesa of the time, and to avoid 
further prooeGdings,to condemn him to confiscate 4 months' wages to 
the Company ; the offieera to have the right, in case of his good 
behsTiour, to mitigate this sentence aa they may deem fit. 

July 4th. I Sunday). — The officers of the Prins take their leave 
&nd our letters for home. 

July 5th. — The Prim leavea with as much vegetables as its boats 
could get on board yesterday and to-day, also two cows for the 
Toyage ; left with a healthy crew. 

July 6th. — Pine, warm weather, 

July 7th. — Dark weather, rain. 

July 8th. — Stormy and wet ; Tu/j) returns, havlnglcft St. Helena 
on 11th June, bringing 3 pigs, some apple trees, and 2 horses 
caught there ; the third beiog a stallion, waa ordered by Mr. Van 
CJoens to be let loose again i^<T the two mares which could not be 
naught. Van Goena and fleet had left on 4th June, and had placed 
" 3 ne'er-do-weels " on board to be confined in irons here, but they 
had escaped with the galiut's boat and were still on the Island; 
not been able to catch thora. Had been beoalraed for 10 days, 
othei-wise would have arrived sooner; evideut that navigation 
to the island is possible at all times and also speedily accom- 
pliebed. 

July 9th. — Smack returns from SaLJanha Bay with Wouteiten, 
had endured the whole of the storm between said bay and Itobbea 
Island ; had met no natives, but had taken 4 sheep away from 
the iflet there atid plticed tbem on llobben Island, so that there 
•re now 114 ; piga have increased to 19 since 5th June. Had found 
teals on Dasseu and neighbouring islands, but small ; should not ha 
Itunt«d during the rainy season, in order not to hinder their increase; 
jiad Been whales by thousands, just as daily in Table Bay. Un the 
ifllet in said bay a Frenoti letter has been fouud as follows, from 
&e officers of the French ship the Jieer to La Forest de Hoyera, 
commander of the ship St. Jorh. Ln Saldanha Bay 20th March, 
16-55. AcLHirding to order I write : " Oui- voyage frnm Madagascar 
to Cape Agidhoa waa short, having Iiad fair weather, passing it ou 
3rd Manih, and on the 4th we were off the Cape of (iood Hope, 
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1666. which we weathered the same day; saw three ships in Table Bay, 
^ whicJi fired 5 shots to show us the roads ; were then becalmed and 
enveloped in mist, which lasted until the 7th ; on the morning of 
that day looked out for the roads, saw a ship approaching us ; took 
us somewhat by surprise as we had but few cannons ready ; sailed 
bettor than we did ; she showed the Dutch flag, and fired a blank 
cartridge to know who we were ; hauled up the mainsail and struck 
tiio topsails, removing our fiag from sight ; came to leeward and 
nskeil us if wewisheil to go to Table Bay ; told her we were going to 
Saldanha Bay : parted from each other ; both captains drank each 
other's health and each ship fired a ^on ; she was a flyboat of 
about 120 tons, mounting 4 guns. Amved the same day in Saldanha 
Bay« and could only in consequence of the wind reach Duiker 
Island. On tho 8th we arrived at the andiorage, and fulfilled yonr 
orders as well as we could ; inspected | of t^he skins in the vessel, 
and found them as tlry and pure as when they were taken in at 
Itolanhar ; did not see the others ; did not trust the weather ; also 
laid the ^uine (China roi^t) in the sun. Everything in the ship in 
gooil order. Ship repaired : leave on Monday ; will write again at 
M. liolena. Drie^l our jK^wder in the sun and put our cannon in 
|H^tion ; will j^rish rather than surrender, unleas to ov^- 
wht^ming fonw Have prave^i to God to protect yoo, praying 
that you may continue to W my benefactor whilst I wfll seixe 
every opjvrtimity to do you service and show vou the respect I 
ow\^ vou» «So. Signed de PuiOTe le Masle. P.S. — Itessre. de Qoascaer 
a]>d Vlavourit are qxiite weli. Kiss your hands and those of your 
<\fti\vw in which I join. 

AddtVf^ WHS : and on the other side was written : 

Monsieur d^ U Foi>»t des I pray you who pass bye, if you 

KoYvrs^ \vmmA«der in the ai>? carious to know the contents, 

Kiivg^s Ser\*ivV on the apiin to plaee it in the box, and 

Ship S:. li^vrJ^^* vou will oblige me — Si^ed De 

l^i:^^« Hentenant of the ship 
the^Rvr. 

July U^h.—Oalm. w^ w^kth^-. 

July lUh ^S;uiiay\ — Tb:e aiziie^ a little sunshine; many 
wKaI<«k 

Ju^y l^hh — Flix^ SwR oa:ss<ie: KSeK?«ck aztd Terborg pioceed 
itt {«b\>( to Iv^bi'^^i art-1 I>ii$«m l5Uk:i^& :o is^s^M^t them ewefuUy, 
Watistir tKi^ foarc in ch«$c v>{ :be ,'Ci^ 2ur«. SioKfi Egbertai, an 
^ v«nI«1 Man ^eqCoi^kt as jCcc aa tfiie bay and mukfng boats, 
Vmf: at p^mm: bo^y w::h a $i*.vc. R»£^>eck fxznd Bobben Island 
Vsawfci M ^y |ywtu a)fcd :3B<* a&eep iz vvnr j?x>i <oniiit&-m: not mndi 
Hfyfcrw rt^ y wi^h :aii» ri^ : ^yT.HL3$ cci*» <foiL grain also not 
HMfMiMl ViKituaw Qie^it9«.*ceii by :m 5»f hsdiw Having made 

^IWtoi it a iwr mxy watftL ft^ of Kak» mostly 

NtdffmQ^ Vi^ uMftTiii vtcsl Sowaber ; now too 

m Ifchi wt ^Msw mi MC to make the 



Animals too shy, &o. Having inquired what shelter was neoeBsary 
for the men and the skins, returned to Tahle Bay, not being able 
to proceed to Saldanha Bay. 

July 14th. — Found everything in order at the fort; obtaiiieil 
from the Capemeu 1 ox, 1 calf and 6 sheep. Herry and 2 
Hottentoos having attended the Commander, he requested to be 
allowed to go and live on Eobben Island with his family and cattle 
thinking that the Ciipemen might alsa be inclined to go there 
with all their friends ; this would be a fine thing and much better 
than conquering them in war. Island big enough to depasture 
thousands of cattle and sheep. Herry saowed ua herbs from 
which the oows woidd produce mufh milk ; will make the attempt 
to coax the Capemen or others thither. 

July 15th. — Last night an ox on which the yoke had been 

Coed to draw the wagon, had become so unmanageable that it 
ke its ueck; evident that labour will not prosper with oxen ; 
so that horses are required to get the timber from the woods 3 
milee away. 

July 16th. — Rainy weather, W. 

July 17th. — Fine suoshino. The galiot to be thoroughly over- 
hauled and strengthened with woi>d from the forest ; in the mean- 
while to be cleaned at Saldanha Bay, aud to take iu shells at 
Dassen Island when returning, then to be repaired and despatohed 
to Madagascir to keep alive the incipient trade according to 
Resolution. Sent 8 more sheep to Robben Island. Woutei-aea also 
to go to tr)' and obtain cattle. Sybrandt Rinokes to take the 
place of Paver at llobben lalaud, who has neglected the sheep 
there. Rinckes a quiet nice fellow ; Paver to be called to account 
for his condujt, galiot to leave with the first good wind. 

' July 18th. (Sunday). — Ship sightetl off Lion's head ; sent the 
loat io pilot it into the bay. It was the Aronifilar, skipper 

rJEOob Claasz: Bniyningh, and juniorraerchantNicolaas Levindieh 
on board ; from Texel 13th March ^vith 137 men, one dead, no si(i ; 
had touched nowhere ; had oc 30th April met the Brouicershawn 
in 5° 40' N. and 355° 40 ' Longitude ; she had 10 months ago left 
home, and already reiiehed 34 j S. Latitude, where at 30, 60 and 
80 fathoms they had sounded bottom, evidently the reef of Agul- 
has ; had seen no land, and as the chief offioers had died and 
consequently no good command existed on board slie had returned, 
having touched at a certain river in Angola where she had received 
abundant supplies ; had no sick and was in want of nothing, but 
determined to return home, notwithstanding the attempts made by 
the Arondnfar to persuade her to turn back to ludia ; would part 
with nothing of her valuables destined for India, so that the 
Company may suffer much loss by their atubboruuess. Provided 
the A*^n(htar with greens and milk and ordered that she shall have 

II an ox every day for the crew. On the I7th she had also sighted 
two other ships in 27° S. Lat., supposed they were English, from 
C 
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16»5 31 1' !^he had lighted another ship, an Englighman, proceeding to^ 
~" Persia and parposing to touch at the Cape. 

July 19th.— Fine weather. 

Julv 20tlL — Fine sunshine, SjS. Elast. 

Jul J 2l8t. — Capemen move from behind Lion Mountain to tho 
8. East side of the fort ; sighted a ship off Bobboi Island. 

July 22nd. — Saw ship, the Letutcin Van Delfft^ skipper Jan 
liucaazMeeuwenand bookJkeeper Adriaans GraTe^ndein command^ 
from Goeree the 21st March ; had touched at St, Vincent for ballast 
but only obtained water ; met various Englishmen there ; among 
them 3 bound for Persia and Coromandel ; had 190 men, one dead ; 
no sick ; consequently immediately provided with refreahments and 
meat. 

July 23rd. — Fine weather. 

July 24th. — Avon(ktart officers take leave and our letters for 
Batavia. 

July 2oth. (Sunday). -N.W. breeze 

July 26th. — Atondjitar leaves. Rain. 

July 27. — Tulp returns, had seen no natives, could load no 
shells at Dassen Island ; sea too rough. Seals showing themselves \ 
in the dry season the hunt will be profitable. 

July 2*^th. — The Leeutcin takes leave and our papers for 
Batavia. 

July 29tli. — Leeutcin does not succeed in leaving. 

July 30th. — The same. 

Jidy 3l8t. — Leeutcin leaves. Tulp despatched to Dassen Island 
for shells. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

August 1st. (Sunday). — Cape men allowed to live near the fort 
to be protected from the Soaquas, who would rob them of their 
cattle. Allowed to feed their cattle behind the Lion Mountain, ours 
running in the Table Valley. This was granted to draw their 
companions also nearer, that they may be easily caught when it 
suits the Company. 

August 2nd. — (New moon). Fine sunshine. 

August '3rd. — The same. 

August 4th. — Heavy rains, galiot returns with only two boat 
loads of shells ; sea too rough. 

August 5th. — Same weather. 6th ditto. 

August 7th.— Fine. Resolved to despatch the yacht, well repaired 
and manned with 25 men and with provisions for 5 months to Mada- 
gascar, Frederick Verburgh to be supercargo. First to touch at 
Mauritius to obtain a light craft there for thoroughly exploring the 
rivers and small bays of Madagascar, there being such a one for 
the purpose expressly built at Mauritius. 

August 8th. (Sunday). — Fine calm weather. When on the 
ordinary parade in the afternoon and having only 35 or 36 per- 
sons imder arms, Heny called us on one side and advised us to 
get more men from the ships as he would with his family no 
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longer be sate with us, as when the summer sets in niaii_v natives ISSS- 
would come with uattle, and seeing our small garrison, would try to '~ 

Burpriee it. Took notice of it and had more attention paid to the 
guards, the more bo, as beforehand he had war(iei.l us io like 
manner with re8{feot to the thoft. of the Company'ecattle. If these 
natives knew how to improve the opportunity, they might easily 
overwhelm us us by day the men are so scattered and unairaed ; so 
that if more natives come, soldiers must be expressly fold off to 
keep watch. It is necessary that we should be strong enough to 
defend ourseh-es, but as long as we have no slaves, the men have 
to work and watch as best they can. Natives becoming more 
knowing, and therefore more men are required, say 40 or 50 
soldiers for the fort, above those required for labour, for which 
slaves woidd otherwise be omployed. Horses are also wanted, to 
carry fuel and timber and to plough, Ac, about 6 or 8. 

August 9th, — Cold, bleak weather. 

August 10th. — Fine weather. Gahot ordered to leave for 
Mad^&scar. Receives instructions. 

August 11th.— Heavy N.W. 

August lath. — Ditto. Cateoliist's wife delivered here for the 
second time of ii son, and all the other womeu are preparing 
to follow suit, so that everything here turns out fniitfiJ. 

August I'ith. — (ialiot leaves with spars, &o., to be landed 
at Kobben Island for sheep sheds. "Wind not favourable — returns ; 
articles for Robben Island re-landed, and to be seut on by another 
op[Jortuuity. 

August 14th. — Galiot leaves. 

August 15th. (Sunday), — Fine, sunshine. 

August 16th. — Heavy 8. Easter. Obtained 2 fine cows from 
strange Hotteiitoos : price made by Herry, trade easy. Wish it 
was always so. 

August 17th.— Seut the smack with thewuod to Kobbeu Island. 
The huuters rf port that the Capemen were liurriedly leaving, taking 
their course towards Saldanha Bay. They were tolluwed by2U others 
here, who daily fetched fuel for the cooks, but ran away as if 
they were hunted with fire and sword, throwing down their loads 
of wood. Only HeiTy and a few womeu and children remained. 
Herry had told them that he was angry with them and they must 
leave, as they would st-U no cattle and only wished to fetch wood 
and Sll tlieir stomachs with rii-e, Ac, which his own people could 
dii very well without their assistauce, &c. Whether tbey have 
tmason on hand or are afraid of the Saldanliars expectwl here 
according to Herry, in large uimabers in summer, it is difficult to 
say. Have to be careful and send more men with the cattle, now 
numbering about lUO. Herry, celling us outside, showed us the 
road taken by the Capemen, which agrees with the report of the 
hunters. He again puinted to tlie mountains eastward, and said 
that beyond them there were many natives with much cattle, and 
that he was deiiirous of going thither in 5 or 6 days' time, requesting 
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1655. some oopper to buy cattle for us, leaviDg his own behind as some 
"" security ; told him to tell us when he was ready, &c This Sight 
of the Capemen is most inconvenient for the men, who have to work 
and keep watch, nobody excepted. Catechist, barber and Com- 
mander have to go about armed to see whether there is no cour 
spiracy or secret gathering of the catives. All the dwellings in the 
fort are provided with firearms. The fort not to be easily taken, 
but the men being so scattered during the day, a great massaore 
might take place. The woodmen returning in tiie evening likewise 
reported the sudden departure of the Capemen. 

August 18th. — Kerry's troop very busy preparing their assegais, 
arrows, and bows. Boat returns from Kobben Island ; 3 eheen 
dead, but 4 born. Brought back the 4 pigs because they deetroyea 
all the penguins and their nests ; also did not thrive there ; all their 
young ones dead. 

August 19th. — Bleak, cold weather. 

August 20th. — The soldier, Andries Jansz of Wesel, ooachman 
of the wood wagon, attacked with epilepsy when washing his 
linen at the river ; no assistance being near, he was drowned. Ijost 
much in him, as he was well acquainted with agriculture, and took 
great ceu'e of the horses and other matters — not ecisily replaoed. 

August 21st. — Boisterous dirty weather. 

August 22nd. (Sunday). — Clear, cold weather. 

August 23rd. — Ship outside, fljing a white flag behind, and 
a Jack before. Made us think she required assistance, sent the 
sloop to inquire. 

August 24th. — Ship found to be the N. Rotterdam, skipper Pieter 
Gerritsz, and having as junior merchant Thomas Points on board, 
also a minister, Leonard Bonius : 17th May from Goeree. Touched 
nowhere ; 307 men on board ; 1 death and 1 fallen overboard, the 
rest fairly well. Commencing to suffer from scurvy, sent refresh- 
ments. 

August 25th. — Same weather. 

August 26th —Heavy S. Easter. 

August 27th. — Fine, calm weather. 

August 28th. — The minister, Leonard Bonj, holds a confession 
sermon, and baptizes the child of the Catechist with the name 
of Johannes. 

August 29th. (Sunday). — The minister celebrates the Lord's 
Supper. 

August 30th. — Heavy S. Easter ; no communication with the 
vessel. Many of the crew who had attended the services left ou 
shore and had to be ftd, which often happens and causes large 
consimiption of food, &c. 

August Slst. — Stormy weather. 

N.B. —Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

September 1st — Heavy wind in the morning, SS. East. 

September 2nd. — OflScers of N. Rotterdam take leave and our 
letters for India. 



September ^rd. — Ship leaves. 

September 4tli. — All the meu sent to the forest for boaras and 
planks to be carried to the roail, and thence takea on by t!ie wagon ; 
they are intended for the stores and dwellings built bo strongly of 
briuk that no man need again look after them. 

September 5th. (Sunday). — -Herry again proposes to proceed in- 
land with some soldiera to obtain cattle ; the soldiers to take charge 
of the copper ami tobacco to be carried by his oxen, especially to 
enable us to become acquainted with the distant natives and get 
them nearer, ns well as some of their chiefs who were big captains 
or cadets as he said. Would not go withont the soldiers, feared 
no hami for hirar^elf ; would only accompany our men to teach 
them how to trade " and to serve as interpreter, to invite the 
natives and say to them tliese are Hollanders who Iiave built housea 
at I lie Cape, never more to be broken down": provided with 
copper, tobfloco, beads, &v., to trade with them amicably, &o. Would 
leave all his people here to carry wood for the cooks for food, 
tobacco, and arrack ; also G'laes Das to act as interpreter during his 
absence. Would leave 3 of his cattle with us, and take the oxen 
with him to carry the goods ; also some cows to provide milk for 
his family on the way. Proposed that he should leave his wives and 
children mth us ; told us their wives are always to accompany 
them, that no other men may approach them. Nor was it their 
custom to remain so long away from their wives. Many volunteers 
for this expedition. 

September 6th. — Council decides to despatch 9 volunteers under 
Corporal Willem Muller with Herry, provided with copper, tobacco, 
pipes, beads, &o,, and also provisions and ammunition ; all to be 
oarrie<l by oxen. 

September 7th. — Expedition leaves, provided with 250lbB. bread, 
SOlbs. pork, •( uhei-ses, I cask arrack and 1 ditto brandy ; Herry 
leaves -i of his eatie at the fort, also Claoa Daa and other Hotten- 
tooe to fetch fwel. It snems as if Herry is sincerely trying to 
benefit the Company ; time will show. 

September 8tn. — Drizzling rain ; expedition encamped J mile 
from this. 

September 9th. — Expedition proceeds. 

September 10th. — Commenced clearing a targe piece of land, . 
already surrounded by canals 8 feet broad and planted with thorns ; 
all the gardens surrounded in this manner, 'rborns growing wild 
here : in a short time, when drawn together, they will be impenetra- 
ble even for wild animals. Gardens about 12 morgen large and 
surrounded by an outside canal and by a border three roods broad ; 
and on the side likewise planted with thorn and young trees from 
the forest, which will afterwards servo as shelter for the plants, 
apple and orange trees, Ac, planted on the borders of the gardens 
in r.jwB and thriving well. Saplings brought from St. Helena ; 
will get more. Voyage thither from 14 to 16 days and return 20, 
25 or 26 days, 
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1666, September 11th. — Men sent to the forest to carry out the beams 

— to the wagon for the houses now being built ; the light wooden 
dwellings brought from home are collapsing fast, the wood having 
been spoilt before it arrived here. Launched the Rohhejacht of 16 
or 17 tons, with 1 mast, &c., and provided with a fine oabia for 
the men, the whole made of Cape wood and intended to sail to the 
Islands ; being made for oars also. Will last along while as the worms 
do no mischief hero. Will relieve the galiot. Woodmen report 
that Herry and his party were still in that neighbourhood, some of 
his Uottentoos having stolen some of their food ; some distrust had 
likewise arisen, as Herry had requested Corporal Willem Muller to 
discharge the firearms at night and leave them unloaded the whole 
night. HeuI also been in the forest and made particular inquiry 
into everything, our strength, arms, &c. Decided to land 9 more 
soldiers to strengthen Kerry's party, who were to return if Herry 
delayed any longer ; they were also to see whether he wished to go 
alone with some copper and rather to return than be delayed, as their 
food might run out and they be starved on the way. Not to leave 
their guns unloaded, but to be on their guard. The 9 soldiers 
leave under Corporal Symon Huybrechtsz. 

September 12th (Sunday). — The woodmen ask for a larger 
guard, as they are so scattered and always unarmed ; the Hotten- 
toos always trespassing. Soldiers sent to do nothing else than 
guard the men and things. Huy brechts returned and reported that the 
party had no scruple to proceed with Herry ; were strong enough 
to look after themselves and require no more men ; would like to 
have more provisions to stay away longer. Provisions sent with 
orders to Muller to inquire what may be obtained from the 
other natives, but if Herry delayed on the way and their provi- 
sions ran out, they were to return with the copper and let Herry go 
on alone. 

September 13th. — The expedition leaves early with Herry, and 
in good spirits. Herry pleased and grateful for the bread ; sent 
two Hottentoos each with a can begging for some arrack and wine, 
which were sent to him with orders to make haste ; would be well 
rewarded on his return. 

September 14th. — Fuel getting scarce. Eiebeeek goes to the 
forest to inquire whether any were obtainable per wagon, found 
some about 2 miles away. To commence to-morrow. More horses 
required, which would save much labour. Oxen no success. 

September 15th. — Dark rainy weather. 

September 16th, 17th and 18th.— Eainy, W.S.W. 

September 19th. (Sunday). — Rainy, 8.S.E. 

September 20th. — Fine calm sunshine. 

September 2l8t. — Riebeeek visited Robben Island in the sloop 
Rohhejacht o see whether cheese might not be obtained from the sheep 
there, taking with him an old man who had his whole life worked 
with sheep and making of cheese. Left RoelofE de Man in charge 
of the fort ; sheep f oimd in splendid order ; the old man reported 



that sheep cheese promised to he a aucceas if a proper oellor and 
the necessary applianeea eoiild be ohtained, also 4 or 5 young cows, 
to make the cheese only half of sheep's milk, which alone would be 
much too strong. Only killed 3 seals the whole month. 

September 22nd. — Commander revisits the Island and finds it 
capable of providing for some cows; returns to Table Bay, finds 
everything as he had left it. Some of Kerry's friends return tu 
the fort, stating that the expedition had already proceeded so far 
that they can no longer see Table Mountain and were determined 
to go further to get as much cattle as possible. Corporal accord- 
ing to the Hottentoos, writing very much. 

September 23rd. — N.W. on this side — S.E. on the other side of 
the bay. 

September 24th. — Fine weather. 

September 25th. — N.W. wind. 

September 26th. (Simday). — Same wind, showers, 27th, the 
same. 

September 28tb. — Dry windy weather, S.E. 

September 211th. — Bleak cloudy weather. 

September 30tli. — The same, 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted. 

October Ist. — Wife of the chief surgeon, Mathys Witama, 
delivered of a son. The oadet, Jan vau Kempen, reprieved from 
being shot by sentence of court-martial ; bad a bullet fired over his 
head by the military, having become unworthy of serving in it any 
longer ; also to be banished ■! years, with loss of wages and confisca- 
tion of whatever money is still due to him. Had been disobedient, 
and drawn his sword against his superior officer. 

Besolntion of Council, in consequence of a letter Irora the 
Council of 17, daterl 16th April, and received per N. Rolterdntu, 
" to do our best to rear cattle for the ships : " — The following points 
oousidered : Not enough obtained from the natives to meet our 
necessities ; rearing cattle therefore urgent. Have at present above 
80 animals, but, through carelessness of the lierds, the calves all 
die, and consequently no milk or butter ia obtained. No attempt 
to improve matters has been successful ; the servants do as little 
as they can for their wages. Will try and farm the cattle to 
private parties, who would naturally look after their own profits, 
and so take care of the calves, wbich, dying, would stop the supply 
of milk. The latter, if sold by the farmers, would secure a more 
extensive refreshment, as many would [irefer to buy wliat they 
want with their own money, as is seen in the case of those who 
have small gardens of their own, and are permitted to sell their 
produce to the passing ahips. The common people are never well 
satisfied witli what is sent on boaril, thinking that the best goes to 
the ofBoers and the leavings fall to them. Have also observed 
that though whole casks of milk are sent on board for the men 
and the sick, everything is consumed in the cabins, so that even 
the mates get nothing. Our plan would meet this difficulty, which 
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IMft. would allow ererjone to Iraj fresh mnd Imltema lk, Considfinii^ 
all thisy and the prewrration of the calrea bom and hartereo^ 
whilst many cows are readj to bripg forth, which in time will pro- 
duce mnch batter, ao that the Dntdi artide maj one day be dia- 
penied with ; alao that the &rming system woold cover the expense 
of the copper paid for the cattle, and an increased and good per- 
manent refre^roent wiU be secured, in addition to the gaanden 
produce sent daily on board : further, that by farming the oattle, 
especially married people will be induced to remain here, instead 
of longing to proceed to India, and a way opened to profit or com- 
petence for free families, to which the Company seems indined : — ^It 
18 resolved to offer on hire the Company's milch cows by way of 
experiment. Resolution published, but the objection raised by the 
married that 6 cows here do not give as much milk as one at home, 
and in the dry season give no milk whatever ; that there is the 
danger of the calves dying when the cows dry up; that no 
dependence can therefore be placed on the cows, whidi, though the 
calves survive, would not produce milk half the time : they were 
answered that it would be most beneficial to themaelveSy and that 
being servants of the Company, they might add to their ordimary 
wages. Finally agreed that the gardener, ELendrik H^idziksi 
Boom, of Amsterdam, shall hire the cattle, whose wife at home 
had been employed with cows, and living outside the fortress, near 
the gardens, nad a fair chance. The other married people wished 
first to see how the experim^it would answer. Boom to pay for 
every cow 15 gulden per annum on the following conditicms : TTiw^ 
to commence to-day, 1st October. Ten to be ttie number. Cows 
to be taken ss they calve afterwards. The calves to be taken care 
of by him for the Company, which remains proprietor. And 
though the cows jield no mUk when the calves die, the burmer 
shall nevertheless pay the amount. The cows to be herded with 
the Company's cattle kept for the ships. To save present expense 
to the farmer, the cows shall be milked by the Company's herds, 
with the proviso that the Company shall have the right of annually 
making such alterations in the lease as may be deemed neoescaiy. 
The farmer to supply the Commander's table, and as much as he 
may further require for the ships ; butter at 10 stivers per lb., 
sweet milk at 4 stivers, and buttermilk at 2 stivers the tankard; 
the rest to be sold for whatever price he can get. Not to cut down 
the farmer's profits the Commander shall not take all the butter ; 
the Company's servants and other Cape residents, however, 
are not to pay more than the Commander for milk, but 12 
stivers for butter, and not to buy more than they requiie, 
that they may not buy up everything and sell again to the 
ships, which ri^ht the farmer only has, and which is for- 
bidden to all otners ; offenders to have the artides confiscated 
with 3 months' wages. The Company's servants and freemen, 
moreover, to be fined as circumstances require. All the butter- 
lilk to be taken by the Company when no ships are in the 



Bay, for tJje men and the sick, and to be boiled with rioe. 
"What the farmer sells to the Company will go in diminution 
of his debt, the rest to be paid in current money. At present he 
is debited for 150 guldens when the year is ended, and, as the cows 
calve, he receives mem on the same terms 

October 2nd. — ^Men sent to the forest for timber. 

October 3rd (Sunday). — Died one of the gtvi-denera, Adam Dyne, 

Ootober 4th. — S, Easter very strong. Commander went towards 
the forest behind the mountain to see whether the wind was aa 
Bevere tliere, and also to examine the forests more olosely and see 
whether no wood can be got nearer as the ])resent place is very far, 
and difficult of accpss, high up behind Table Mountain, and re- 
quiring great labour to drag the wood towards the tent at the road- 
side. Could find no better. The S. Easter blowing very mildly, and 
hardly perceptible. Clouds heavy on the mountain, causing strong 
gusts in Table Valley and the Bay. Behind the mountain is the 
finest possible weather, with the finest temperature in the rich 
valley, with its beautiful streams ; pity that labour is wanting to 
cultivate it, as grain would thrive well there, and many people 
could make a living. Lots of wood, stone and reeds, &a., forbuild- 
ing, only peojile wanting, and if we get slaves will make an 
experiment. The first thing required wilt be a house for the pro- 
teotioD of the hands, and this will he an expense. 

October 5th. — Willem Muller and pai'ty return. Victuals 
bad run out, and they had been unable to proceed fmtlier ; had left 
the goods and one of the Company's oxen with Herry who had pro- 
mised to return with a lot of cattle in two or tliree months' time ; 
believe that he will do some good with the merchandise ; would like to 
have had some asses to carry provisions and copper to he able to 
remain away longer — with oxen it does not prosper well. Corporal 
gives in his journal ; liad found an unhealthy spot where they had 
become quite lame and giddy; presumed that minerals might he 
in the neighbourhood, whence the unhealthineas emanated, for 
as soon as they had passed the place tliey became quite well 
again. Journal as follows: — Left 7tli September, 1655, with my 9 

September 8th. — "Repacked our copper in 11 parcels. 

September 9th. — Weat as far as the rondebosjen where we 
encamped ; missed a bag of bread and our pork ; stolen by the 
Hottentoos. 

September 10th. — Killed a beasts — never saw anything like it. 
Nativee pulled it down and cut a hole in its side, living as it was, 
took out the entrails, dished out the blood and then skinned and 
out it to pieces. 

September 11th. — When the natives were packing the animala 
our chef went to see how they did it, and when we were ready to 
proceed, Herry approached and without reason threatened to beat 
our Corporal with a large stick. Looked to see how it would end. 
Herry tnen came to us and said go ! go ! right off, meaning " I 
Va). V. B 
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K^ bmA^ml tfe HotteBto» bal tboim pipes lal twdb oA 
eofper, the raK:« bo dodk wkj ihtj m%mM sot bvte us 




had sniped inm ik» Fort t!d< boekk. tkit vp mtiiMJi i to 
pr^eesd and }>yw w^ bad bwB Uilid Beam mUSAmMl pto- 
TiaoD^ from Jht fevt. wfaieii vby vtlfiOHMi, m tfe TToltBwtoot 
Ittd scdboi soBfe^ of mis. 
ScpMaber 13ik— W< 




to He dorvn to^cdwr <» & Hg iti?oe ■IctiMi of tke KMid 

vfakk ^re eoaU ocil TrwkRtaad. Being adoed what it 
d»T»l ^Hette Hie." ymtar aywid m if thqr iBtrile i i 
t:^ nv it ii a saerifieeL Pro:i!«dBd m$ iv m$ tke dovaa of lUbe 
Bar. eDeamptEg at a fc c A w^Zier xxTcr. 

^ Septioslw 14dL— OxcB tzz^ did not |o iv. Wcirt SJL fay 
S. mod fsw tbe sBsaH lion lacwctaoB to the SuS.W. ofiK ; loaniBed 
inthedoiviis ^ndiKmcA a good deal of tb^ccpfcr gone; tioldHaaj 
of it ; aakad ms vbeeher ve ksev vhc> jtofe it. aa ke was pn|»ad tD 
gctitback. As the pareek often Call fr<m Aeaaiaalaiiaidiifindt 
to keep aa ere en the aoattexed trocfc 

S?pcembcr loth. — Hemr aeat soaae <4 the aea to the Hottaatao 



Sep^eaiher 16th. 17th.— LBbbat Ti«K^ isiw aad ca tim I7ih t^m 
vt± him S head d «artie heksgxag to Hcnr. hat a hmm le aii a g, 
the men and vtazwa ecasmecgccd to qmaireL Hcnx tiold as to 
** goo ** ; marched -^n tSU we got oat ol ne dova^ fond 
in a fine TaTLej more than 4 miks fcrond, ooane Ky^^K. ; 
cCher dovna. C^ate to another TJIej with water ia it» tamad to 
the ngfat on dbe cither sde. cneampcd at an old kiaaL 

September ISdL—ScaTed there a^ Henr woald aot go 

September 19th. — Soaae of the HottenM» left ; we 
alowlj in o^nseqnenee of the water in which the-pa^-<nan aa^ ap 
to their stfnaek. 

Septeaal^ 20dL— T-rok a SuS^ direeticB ; at aooa two of the 
Hottentoosweat in adraneei^aDd we left Whiad <iarnajr os whieh 
saccnmbcd to die lazge load it had to <wrrj. Whoa wa told 
Henr. he was anwilfing to aadcRtaad ^ bitf whan the ok had 
scmewhat rested. Heny said dtat 3 men i^ioald ptoii ee d in adiaaae 
to see what had become cf the cattle: thej waited lor aa on ahu^ 
sand fain where we were oi det e d to anpack die ox Vjr Senj ino 
went to look faimseli. sajing he woald coaae wii^ anothoroK; got 
tired of waiting, reloaded the ox and proeeeded to a TaDej not nr 
awaj from water* where Heny met ns^ with an ox and ^i T alad tiie 
kad b e ta ee n the two annwals Went with n? aatfl wa reaehad 



Tit ptiialwa ?l ■! Tan af nur mr a fraud i jrnnif whak ati amlwl 
; Hottaatoos had a fca?t ; foaad farther on a laige 
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xik with many mussels on it, not of tlie kind at tlie fort ; when 
toiled, found tliemto be full of grains, difSoult to eiit ; aupposetl the 
grains to be pearla ; saved a good many. Went no f urtner ; 22nd. 
likewise. 

September 23rd. — Went east till we reached the coast, came to 
a freah river beyond wliich we found an old kraal where we camped. 

September 24th. — Eight strange Hottentooa visit ue, Herry at 
onoe gave each 6 armbands. 

September 25th. — The natives still busy making arm-rings, they 
were of the beaoh-rangera who had some time ago sold us oattle 
at the fort. 

September 26th and 27th. — They left us in the morning, taking 
all our Hottentooa excepting 2 to pack the oxen, took also 11 liead of 
oattle of Herry leaving him 11. We went E.S.G. till we arrived 
under the mountain on stony ground ; slept there. 

September 28th. — Too bad weathar to proceed. 29th ditto. 

September 30th. — Went half way up the mountain when we 
were obliged to relieve the ox and oarry the copper ; on the top waa 
a plain big enough for exercising a regiment of soldiers ; reloaded 
the ox and proceeded east to a fine valley — misty — went 
S.S.E. till the evening, unhealthy climate ; when sitting down we 
became so stiff that we eould hardly rise and keep o\ir legs. 

October Ist. — Marched through the stones the same oourae, to a 
marsh rather deep; passed through it and ascended a high mountain; 
reached a fine valley on its side; again went up a mountain; 
below it crossed a fine river ; course S.S. West till we oamped. 

October 2nd. — Two of ours went to look for the beach, as Herry 
had told us what had not been confirmed. Walked three miles, 
found only poor country. A little beyond they saw 2 Hottentoos 
whom they could not reaoh ; perhaps the two friends of Henry. Out 
two continued onward until they saw the beach ; too late to go to 
it aa it was still about 2 miles away ; coast appeared to stret«h 
W.N.W. and E.S.E., aa far aa they could see ; it seemed as if a bay 
was running into it tending N.N.E. Betumed to us to see whether 
the Hottentoos were ours. Found them to be so. Ilesolved to 
return to the fort, having vainly followed Herry so far, and our 
provisions running out. 

October 3rtl. — Preparing to leave ; Herry told us that if we re- 
turned, no cattle would any more be obtained at the fort, and he 
would not dare to show his face there J^siu, or go on board to 
drink Spanish wiue and fetch bread. Was prepared to take the 
copper with him and bring back lots of cattle. *' Commander would 
then say that's proper. Herry oome here, and eat Dutoh cheese 
and butter and drink Spanish wine, and I will have a house, built 
for you, and to-morrow we go on board for wine and bread, but if 
you are determined to take the copper, give my knife to the Cap- 
tain, but leave the white ox, as the Captain has other cattle for ua 
at the Cape." We rather feared, not knowing what to do when he 
gtive us the knife; decided at last to let him have the copper, 
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1656. acoording to orders when we left. Parted amicablj from liiin and 

" took onr grey ox with us, with his permission, as he ooold not ^et 

it to go with him. Returned to the foot of the mountain, which 

we had crossed the 30th September. The weakness in our joints 

departed ; the cause we do not know. 

October 4th. — ^Went straight for the point of the mountain 
between the great forest and the roimd bush {hei ronde bosken) ; 
course W.N. W. Passed through a fine valley about 2 p.m.; arriyed 
in the Downs and went on until night. 

October 5th, — ^Marched to the flats, then went west until we 
came to the wagon-road leading to the fortress." Signed by 
Willem MuUer and party. 

October 6th (Riebeeck's journal continued). — ^Fine sunshine. 
S. East in the afternoon and during the night. 

October 7th and 8th. — Sent the doop Penguin to Bobben Island 
with clay, to have a milk-cellar made there of brick, the bricks to 
be brought by the Robbejachi, on her way to Saldanha Bay to 
recommence me seal hunt. 

October 9th. — Sloop returns from Bobben Island ; sheep there 
thriving well. 

October 10th. (Sunday). — Bainy in the morning ; breeze from 
N.W. 

October 11th. — Boat returns to Bobben Island with bricks, door 
frames, &c., also a carpenter and mason for the cellar. S. East 
sadly injured the barley. Gbtdn to be reared on the other side of 
Table Mountain where these windfalls are not, and land is abundant 
for cultivation, even for a thousand families. 

October 12th. — Obtained 3 fine sheep from a " new " people ; 
paid liberally and treated them well, to make them bring on more. 
Boat returns from Bobben Island. 

October 13th. — Boat sent to Bobben Island with brioks and the 
S sheep. Obliged by contrary wind and weather to return. 

October 14th. — Boat leaves for Bobben Island. Heavy 8.E. 
during the night, greatly injuring the ripening barley and peas, 

•&C. 

October 15th (full moon). — ^Boat returns, and reports that about 
3,000 bricks are still required, also more clay. Besolved to send 
the Robbejavht with the Inicks and the boat with the clay, and to 
send thither the cadet, Willem Harmautz, who has all his life long 
managed sheep. Both boats leave before night, also taking the 
following articles : — Two milk buckets, 10 cheese-baskets, 4 tubs, 
2 wooden cheese-casks, 1 mower (made of a reaping-hook), 2 
harrows, 2 forks, 1 dung-fork, 1 milk-yoke and hooks, 2 spades, 2 
shovels, 2 ^^kaven," 2 hoes, 1 axe, 8 brooms, 1 piece sail-doth, 1 
sieve, ^ piece guinea linen, some fine salt, 2 milk-jugs, some rennet, 
some spars for sheds for the lambs, carpenters' tools, &o. 

October 16th. — Sloop returns. Barley sown on 15th May 
reaped, though not quite ripe : did not trust the windfalls from 
Table Mountain. Planted cabbages in the new gardens ; the others 
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■11 planted with all sorts of greens. Asparagus abuudant every-[ 
where. ' 

October 17tli. (Sunday). — Dark grey sky ; rainy and wind. 

October 18th. — Hain and wind. 

October 19th, — About the same. A galiot anchored off the 
wreck of the Hmrkiit. RobhejaciWn dHparlure delayed in oonse- 
quenoe. 

October 20tb.— Tlie galiot Nnchtijlait, Skipper Jan Jaoobsz, of 
Amsterdam, reaches the roads; lUth July, from Texel with the 
Amff»fofiyt, Salamuiiili'r and Anihein, commanded by the Hon, 
Pieter Kemp — had parted from them in a storm ; touched 
nowhere ; had no sick. Fort well supplied with rofreahmeuta. 
The elooj) with 23 men doapatuhed to Suldauha Bay to catch seals. 

October 2 let. — ^eal-cateliers provided with 700 lbs. bread, 1 
cask meat, 1 cask pork (for 3 months}, 1 cask rice (570 lbs.), 20 
stock-fish, 123 quarts of arrack, 1 auker brandy, 10 quai-ts oil, 16 
quarts v-iuegar, some salt, 55 lbs. lobaeoo at 60 gl. per 100, 251bs. 
fresh butter, 20 lbs. sugar, some plums. 10 candles, I lanttrn, pepper 
and nutmegs, 1 piece smoked meat, 25 lbs. powder and some 
matobes, 2 hama, 2 tongues, 2 cheeses, cook's and butler's things, 1 
tin dish, 2 wooden dishes, 1 skimmer, 1 tin and 4 wooden plates, 1 
jug, 2 tin jugs, 1 tankard, 1 mutsje, 1 half-mutsje, 2 sauoers, 1 
cook's kettle, 1 iron pot, I pan, 2 lamps, twine, cotton, \ a main- 
sail and epars for tents, a cable, rope, nails, 12 scrape-benches, 18 
scrape-bench knives, S dozen flaying knives, at 8 stivers apiece, pegs, 
6 wooden hammers, 200 dubs, 1 oil-builer, 2 oil-spoons, 1 oil- 
trough, 1 whetalone, 4 bags for the pegs, 2 buckets, 1 slop-pail, 2 
shovels, 2 wooden spoons, 2 picks and some empty casks. Separately 
for the Robhejacht : — Half an anker wine, 1 tin dish, 1 tin plate, 1 tin 
measure, 1 tin jug, 2 saucers, 25 lbs. powder, matolies, 6 muskets, 
2 tin spoons, 1 large tin witli 8 lbs. butter, 20 lbs. sugar, some plums, 
1 trough, 6 candles. Sloops leave. Ani/iem arrive * (skipper 
Mangus) ; 60 sick on board. Sent refreshments off at once. Six 
deatlis. Had been sepai-ated from Comniauder Kemp by the storm 
which also made tin:- Xticht'jliis part company. Kemp daily ex- 
ited, also the Hoim. Herpers and Frisius. per S"l'imani/ei' and 

'est Vrieafaiit. 

October 22nd. — Fine ttunshine. S S.E. 

October 23rd. — Men sent to the forest to cany otit beams. 

October 24lh. (Sunday). — Soutb-East prevents Hev. Abbima 
from coming on shore In preach. 

October 25th.— Slnup r>^turns from Robbeu Island with mason 
and carpenter, who had finished the niilk-eeUar. Milking sheep not 
successful ; got very little from them, antl the lambs were suffering. 
Sent sloop back with following letter to Sybrant I'tinokes and 
Wilhelm Harmansz Hacker: — As the lambs suffer by drawing the 
milk from the sheep, and the rearing of cattle is the chief object of 
the Company, cheeje- making is at once to bts suspended, the 
lambs to have all their mother s milk. Au attempt may be mode 
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lt65. With the progeny of the Dutch and Cape sheep, bat no lambs are 
" to be risked, as the increase of stock is the principal object. Send 

?oa wood to enlarge the sheep-shed, also victuals for a month, 
'he scabby sheep there are to be kept separate, and returned to us 
to see whether they can be cured ; will in future be particular in 
buying. Christoffel Mulder to return with the sloop, as he can be 
spared now that the milkine arrangements have coUapeed, &c. — 
(Signed), J. van Biebeeck. The mimster of the Amheni lands and 
preaches, also baptizes a child of the chief surgeon, with the name 
of Broer, three weeks old. 

October 26th. — Sloop returns from Robben Island, reporting 
that they would care the scabby sheep, which number 144, among 
them many ewes ready to bring forth. Skipper, &c., of the Amhem 
report that the bowsprit of the vessel was so damaged that they 
could not proceed with it to Batavia. Inspection to take place tc^- 
Inorrow 

October 27th. — Commander goes on board, according to yester- 
day's Besolution of Council, to inspect the bowsprit, inspectors declar- 
ing that with cheeks and wooldings it would hold to Batavia. It was 
decided to repair it in that manner, to save time and enable it to 
iferve as a return ship from Batavia, the more so as Commander 
Kemp with the Amers/oart and Salamander (the West Vrieslant not 
patting in an appearance), will be obliged to delay some time in 
consequence of me sick on board An English ship arrives, large 
v^essel ; no one lands to-day ; don't know what it means. Had 
(Hurefol watch kept ever3rwhere on the shore and at Salt River; 
might be a Portuguese under English colours to surprise us during 
the night. Having considered the matter, and bearing in mind 
OtiQ letters from home d.d. 18 Jan., that in spring the f ortug^ese 
would despatch to Goa 4 galleons, 2 caraeks, and 2 pataches, having 
oh board 3,000 men under a new Viceroy, Francisco Baretto de 
Meheres, who had conquered Bedffe de Phamambuoo, and that we 
should be on our guard ; also being weak-handed, as 23 men are 
at Saldanha Bay, to be assisted with 12 more, and 14 or 15 are in 
the forest, and 3 on Robben Island in charge of the sheep, thus 
plreventing us from warding off an attack by Europeans : — it was 
resolved to strengthen the garrison with 20 invalids of the Anthem^ 
as the Portuguese ships may be expected here every day, &c. The 
Amhem and Nachtglas allowed to exchange their chief oflScers. 

October 28th. — English slrip sends a boat for water and another to 
Salt River to catch fish ; no officer lands or asks the Commander's 
permission. Tacitly allowed. Understood from the boat's crew that 
the vessel was De Lieffde^ half of the crew Dutchmen or Netherlanders 
from the West Coast (of Sumatra), where pepper had been obtained; 
had touched at Mauritius and refreshed on the western side, with- 
out calling at the fortress or seeing any Dutchmen. Captain's 
name was Elias Qorden, who with 40 others had died at Indrapoura; 
had been succeeded by Robbert Tendal and the Merchant Tomas 
Nieuman ; had been only 10 months away from England. Skipper 
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ahd merohant landed ia the Bftemoon ; told ub that they hod met 
on the West Coast the yaoht Srhelrh, with the Qoveroor of Ceylon on 
bo&rd ; had heard that our men had taken 3 rich Portuguese ships, 
but utnnot eay where ; had seen much booty among the men ; it itt 
t« be hoped that the Compftny has been beuefited by it. Proyided 
them witli Rome vegetables, and the officers were well treated at the 
Commander's table, returning on board without a ehanee ot 
looking about them. 

Ootober 29th (new moon). — The Englishmen take our letters 
for home. 

Ootober 30th. — The Dutoh part of the Englishman's crew very 
unwilling. About 30 or 40 of them would have liked to remain 
here, and we miglit easily have hidden them inland, but as our 
Uast«rs do not like to be in trouble with that nation, we did not 
dare to do so; otherwise there would liave been a elianoe of 
hampering tlie Eoglishman to euoh an extent that he would not 
have been able to move his ship, and been obliged to sell the whole 
concern to the Company for a trifle, 

Ootober 3l8t. (Sunday). — Englishman leaves about noon. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

November lat. — Wind and weather as yesterday. 

November 2nd and 3rd. — Officers of Arnheiii take their leave 
Bfid our letters to Batavia. 

November 4th, — Arrival of Saltimandfi- for the Chamber Delfft, 
the Hon. Herpers and skipper Claes JansE Walingh with merchant 
ZiaderieB Bogaert and lies: Leenaerts on board. Long becalmed 
off the Cape, and bean provided with birds, eggs, and greens at 
Saldaoha Bay and Daesen Island, which restored the crew to 
health; also obtained water there ; hod touched here for more ; not 
one sick any longer; to improve their health sent them greens 
and a oow on board. The Hon. Herpers had sighted another ship 

iftr Saldanha Bay, supposed to be the Wed Vri'-s/aml. 

November 5th and 6th. — Western breezes preventing the depar- 

ipe of the Arnheni. Leaves at night. 

November 7th. (Sunday). — Ship arrives, supposed to be the 
Amersfoort with the Hon Kemp. Hon. Herpers takes leave for 
Baiavia, but wind too heavy to get ou Ward. 

November 8th. — Sent the sloop with refreshments to the Ainers- 
foort, whtoh met tlie Hon. Kemp on his way to shore, who stepped 
into the sloop and so landed. Had many sick on board, and was 
short of water ; consequently sent a lot of vegetables on board. The 
Salamamhr leaves. 

November 9th. — Amersfoort has on boiu-d skippers Hendiiok 
Grotenhuys and Junior Merchant Sybrant Fries, also a minister, 
Josioa Spiljardas. Another ship turns up and anchors outside, fly- 
ing a Botterdam flog, so that we suppose it to be the Sloth vnn 
Soitingen. 

Novenlber 10th. — The two ships anchor in the roods ; the 
Soiiingen had left Ctoeree on the 'iOth July ; touched nowhere. 
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1655. and lost only one man on the voyage. Scurvy commencing ; sent 
refreshment on board. 

November 11th. — Obtained 3 sheep from Bobben Island for the 
ships. 

November 12th. — Council held on board the Amersfoort to con- 
sider the unmanageableness of that ship, and the weakness of the 
bowsprit. Improvements suggested to be carried out, without 
interferiug with the shipment of water. Biebeeok communicates 
to the meeting the letters of the Masters of 6th October, 1654, in 
which those oi the fort are ordered when opportunity offers, and a 
proper vessel is at hand for the purpose, to visit Tnstao da Ounha 
to inquire what harbours it has, water and other conveniences for 
refreshiog Resolved to use the NaMghs for the purpose, that a 
report might be sent home by the return fleet. 

November 13th (full moon). — Good weather — changing. 

November 14th. (Simday). — Ditto. 

November 15th. — Frost, wind and rain. 

November 16th. — Kemp and Biebeeck go to the forest. West 
Vrieslant arrives with Hon. Frisius on board and skipper Pieter 
Comelisz Fuji, also the Minister Johannes Amsingh and junior 
merchant, Isaack Welsingh. Had refreshed at Saldanha Bay ; only 
2 or 3 sick on board, and a few with scurvy — only lost 5 on the 
voyage ; had left the Vlie on 10th June with 290 men imder the 
flag and in the company of Hon. Kemp. Robhejacht returns from 
Saldanha Bay with 300 skins. Woutersen and men moved to 
Dassen Island. Letter from Woutersen. "Arrived at Saldanha 
Bay on the 22nd with both sloops, landed some of our tools &o. 
on the same day to pitch our tent ; assisted by the chief mate, 
Svmon Egbertsz. Seal killing not successful, the sloop in danger 
01 being smashed on the rocks where the seals lie, — resolved to 
proceed to Dassen Island. Our provisions running short — ^memoran- 
dum enclosed of what we require — hope to succeed better there. At 
night the Salamander arrived from home for the Chamber Delfft, 
Hon. Herpers on board — left on 1st Nov. when the West Vrieslant 
also arrived for the Chamber Hoom, Hon. Frisius on board, which 
left us on the 15th, had some sick on board ; gave them some 
greens and eggs. Lists enclosed of what has been distributed and 
still remains, also list of what was found short, with 300 skins, &c.*' 
Signed J. Woutersen, Dassen Island, 15th Nov., 1655. 

November 17th. — Sent the sloop to Robben Island for 8 sheep 
for the ships. The ship Sloth van Honingen prepares to leave for 
Batavia. 

November 18th. — Said vessel leaves. At night the woodmen 
report that there were 4 encampments of Hottentoos with mudi 
cattle behind Table Mountain about 1^ miles away. 

November 19th. — Sent a sergeant and some soldiers to the 
Hottentoos to see what people they were and if they wished to 
trade ; also their positions — reported that the Hottentoos had told 
them that soon more natives would arrive with cattle of which they 









intended to sell some. The Capemen and theu- uatlle have like- 
wise returned, locating themselves between the fort and the new 
arrivals ; wished to be iiuder our protection, but told to keep so for 
away that they would not interfere -n-ith onv pastiire gi-ounds, Ac, 
Hon. P. Kemp takes leave, leaving 30 sick behind, 

November 20th. — Hon. Kemp not able to leave yet. 

November 21st (Sunilay). — Hon, Kemp leaves in the Amernfoort 
this morning. The Rev. Joannes Amsingh preached in the fort ; 
he is a minister on board the West Vviesluni. 

November 22nd.— The Nac/ifff/m despatched to Tristao da Cunha 
to explore the island oarefnlly ns i-eganls its harbour, &o., and the 
soil for cnltivation, &o., as contained in the instruotions. The 
woodmen report that again large numbers of natives had arrived 
with much cattle — bouglit about 50 sheep, hope that it will prosper 
further ; treated them liberally but kept good watch as their number 
is large. The Narhtghs leaves. The hunters told us that there 
were about a thousand liuts about, and the country was aa full of 
cattle as grass in the field — they had been turned away yesterday by 
the natives, and as some bad ruD towards them with assegais they 
had fired witli blank cartridge over their heads, upon which they 
all fell flat on the ground, enabling the hunters to make their 
escape. The natives do not like the huntera to kill tlie birds which 
they wish to keep for themselves. 

November 23rd. — Two Hottentoos wlio could speak a little 
Dutch told us not to let the hunters go where the Saldanhars were 
squatting as they would be killed, because in firing yesterday they 
had hit some of the cattle — hunters declare that they could not 
possibly Isave hit any cattle; they were oi'dei'ed to go out in another 
direction and instead of wild geese and ducks to shoot partridges, 
pook-rabbitsand nther game, but as the natives run about everywhere, 
little will be obtained, so tliatwe will have to eat at table of the bar- 
tered sheep, for the entertainment of the ship's officers. Would have 
wished to economize the slieep to stock Robben Island thoroughly, 
ID order to subsist on the increase without any more care, and the 
necessity of waiting for the time of barter, fasting in the mean- 
while. To further the trade the natives are liberally treated and 
"leir cattle paid for at high prices. Obtained 7 sheep. The sloop 

pves for Robben and Dassen Islands with 6;i cheep and provisions , 

: the seal killers on the latter island. ""^ 

November 24tb. — Riebeeck and Frisius went on horseback with 
some armed soldiers to visit the natives. They found a little beyond 
the redoubt the country so full of cattle that continually oattle had 
ito be driven out of their way by the natives — the latter aa 
iftny aa the cottle, crowding around the party and curious to see 
lem ; fully 6 or 6,000 in all, with about 4 or 500 huts placed in 
loroles, in which during the uight they keep tlieir cattle — a large 
encampment with difficulty passed round in half an hour, — the 
Capemen are lying near with their huts and cattle ; there was also 
another troop wliose oliief was at the fort the evening before oop 
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:I665. cattle was stolen, and who is an ally of the Gapemen and had been a 
"" party to the theft. As soon as it is settled to take revenge, our 
objeot will be to attax^k this faithless horde as well as the Gapemen, 
so rich in oattle, and like the Gapemen always unwilling to trade 
and suspected by us as the chief cause why the others do not come 
to trade — having to-day only obtained 2 old sheep with their 
lambs — also discovered that these strangers preferred to trade with 
us at their stations which for various reasons is not advisable; 
coming to the fort they would be safe, whilst our men might be killed 
among them for the sake of the copper, tobacco &c. Some new 
Hottentoos accompanying us to the fort were treated by ua with 
a little arrack, bread and tobacco ; asked them to bring oattle for 
which they would be paid in copper, tobacco &c., promised to do so. 

The Hon. Frisius takes leave to proceed to Batavia ; leaves no 
sick behind — all well ; also takes with him some sick of other vessels 
who had recovered — 50 still ill in hospital, but they will be ready to 
go with the next ship. 

November 25th. — West FWes/aw^eaves. Obtained 8 sheep and 
3 cows — would have obtained more if it had pot been for the Cape 
men who set themselves up as brokers and take a large quantity of 
copper and tobacco from the others, and so unmannerly and 
violently that the Saldanhars are disgusted and keep away. 

November 26th. — Obtained 15 sheep and 1 cow from the 
natives. 

November 27th (new moon). — Sergeant and some men sent out 
to count the huts and ascertain whether the natives would prefer to 
trade at the locations. Exported that at the Fresh Eiver he had 
counted exactly 200 huts, but not discovered a wish to trade among 
ihe people, the Gapemen and the band of the black chief (who had 
participated in the cattle lifting) being located in their midst; 
they had also lots of cattle and 40 or 50 huts about 2 miles below the 
forest. Obtained to-day only 8 sheep, notwithstanding our best 
■endeavours. 

November 28th. (Sunday). — Sloops returned from Dassen Island 
with about 430 seal skins on board, also 2 pigs, and a \ aum of oil, 
— ^no letter from Woutersen — had had no communication with the 
fihore in consequence of the strong wind ; brought verbal news that 
the seals appeared but little, as they had not yet brought forth, — 
observed the same thing' last year ; time will secure us better 
information. Bartered only 8 sheep. 

November 29th. — Obtained 13 fine cows and 7 sheep. Heard 
*hat Herry was approaching with cattle and sheep for the Com- 
pany, ^luld be here in about 10 days' time mth other natives and 
their cat Je, ivho are coming to trade. 

November 30th. — Obtained 16 cows and 20 sheep — some of 
Herry 's Hottentoos arrived asking for some tobacco for him, and 
bringing a knife with a brass handle to show that it came from him 
as it was known to us. Sent him the tobacco — will be here shortly 
with much cattle. Having inquired from Herry's people oono<mi- 
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KDg a Madagascar nlave a long time missing and called Anthony, ir>55. 
(hey told ub that wild beasts liad devottred him, but we believe ~ 

that he has been murdered by the Capemen. 

N.B, — Wind and weather carefully noted every day. 

December Ist. — Having understood from some HottentooB that 
they had seen two ships near or at the False Bay, but could not 
tall US whether they had anchored there or had passed on, tliree 
smart soldiers were sent to reconnoitre and finding nothing to 
return along the coast to examine the Hout bay. Obtained 9 cows 
and 8 sheep. 

December 2nd. — Itain N.W., obtained a cow and 12 sheep. 

December 3rd. — Hottentoos depasturing their cattle near the 
fort ; the country as far as the mountain between this and Salt 
River being bo stocked that we calculated the number of cattle at 
20,000 — only obtained three cows and 7 sheep in spite of our beet 
endeavours. Having asked our interpreter Cloes Das why the 
natiyes would not sell cattle, notwithstiinding their desire tor 
oopper and tobacco, he told us that they did not like to part with 
any, but that in a few days Herry would return ivith other people 
who would supply us abundantly, besides what Herry has 
<)ibtAined; those about here woiJd leave as soon as it was fine 
veather because Herry was coming with other tribes. Again 
asked why these people would make way for the others, he said 
because Herry would come with people courted by us, whom they 
would not like to hinder but oblige as much as possible. 
Also asked whether those coming with Herry were the enemies of 
those here, he said no, but Bomef imes dlBputes arose when they took 
eaoh other's cattle, and killed one auotner, but soon again made 
peace. It is evident that serious fights do take place, judging from 
the scars and wounds covering their naked bodies ; it also 
appears that the Capemen have sometimes little and at other times 
much cattle which they say have been stolen from them and 
replaced by others taken from other tribes. The three soldiers 
return — had seen nothing. 

December 4th. — Had a fine day's trade — bought 52 head of 
oattle and 21 sheep from the natives last arrived — promised to 
bring some more to-morrow. If they return with as much, our 
copper plate will run out ; trust to get on with the wire also, which 
they do not like so well. Das told us that the natives intend 
bringing so much oattle that all our copper would be exhausted, 
to have a good laugh at the Commander. This it will not take a 
long time to eifeot as regards the copper plates. If the good news 
be true time only can show, 

December 5th. (Sunday).— Natives approach the fort with 
thousands of cattle, had to close oar kraal, otherwise a lot would of 
their own aooord have gone into it ; obliged to admonish them to 
keep somewhat away from the fort, which they did, selling us 15 
head of cattle and 6 sheep, Herry ia said to be very near, having 
some oattle for us and some for himself. 
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165.5. December 6th. — Landed the skins from the sloop to have it 

-" ready for taking the sheep to Robben Island ; obtained 27 oows and 
8 sheep, and sent the Robbejacht with 68 sheep to the Island, 
Woodmen report that the Cape troop of Hottentoos were moving 
away to False Bay, the Capemen remaining at the foot of the 
mountain where the forest is. Herry will be here with other natives 
in 2 or 3 days. 

December 7th. — Sent the Penguin to Robben Island with 28 sheep, 
leaving still a small cargo behind to be sent on per Robbejachty 
which returning, took 50 more. Bought 36 cattle and 11 sheep. 

December 8th. — Sloops ret'imed stating that 20 of the sheep had 
died, and that the number on the island was 326. Bought 
again 39 and 27 yoimg and old cattle, also received 
13 others bought by Herry, who would have brought more 
but some natives had stolen 4 bags of copper and all 
the tobacco ; had urged the natives to come to the fort with their 
eattle, where they could always obtain sufficient copper ; did not 
seem satisfied that all our copper plates had been used up, as he 
had depended upon them ; the wire being not much in demand ; 
would otherwise without difficulty obtain as much as we want. It 
is clear that if we had enough copper plate we would obtain 1,000 
head of cattle even from those who had squatted here a while, and 
who daily come even without the help of Herry ; but they would rather 
have plate copper than wire. Regarding the copper stolen from 
Herry we do not believe half his story, as he no doubt spent it in 
presents to court favour among the natives (the thirteen head of 
cattle will cost the Company a good deal) which would be advan- 
tageous, the more so as we observe that ihej are coming on very 
rapidly with their cattle. Therefore pretend to believe him and 
treat him kindly, much havuig been gained by having established 
a good understanding with these savages. Riebeeck's wife 
delivered of her second son at the Cape, and in the afternoon the 
wife of Frederick Verburg of her first, a daughter, the first girl 
born here, after they had been manied 9 months, less one day. 
Sloop returns from Robben Island ; sheep all right. 

December 9th. — Herry having taken with him the 3 cattle left 
in our charge, proceeds to False Bay, sajdng that he would soon 
return with other natives and cattle, but that be wanted more copper; 
told him it might again be stolen, and that it would be better u he 
could urge the natives to come to the foit, which he promised to do ; 
time will show with what success : but as this clever fellow goes 
away so hurriedly and the other natives trade with us, we are 
firmly persuaded, as the Cape and Saldanha men say, that he has 
been using the copper for himself and now is rich in cattle and will 
not inquire after us any more ; time will show. If the natives 
continue bringing cattle, our thick wire will also run out, but for 
sheep we still have abundance of thin stuff, which, as it is not 
liked, will never again be required from India. 

December 10th. — Same weather as yesterday. 
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December llth. — Obtained 32 sheep for thin, and 1 oow for 
thick ivire, but the desire to trade hae departed, ns we had no more 
copper plates for cattle ; would otherwise obtain sufficient ; hope to 
get Bonie copper soon again. The Rohbejudit sent to the island 
with 68 sheep, where there ore now 394 in all. 

December 12th. (Sunday). — Arrival of English ship, Jim 
Anihmim or Jnn Baptint of 200 tone. Captain Thomas Poth, and 
merchant Nathaniel Da\-idt8 on board; 24tU ipril, from London and 

foing to Bantam ; liftd touched at Cape Verde, which it left on the 
4th Angust : had lost in the long voyage of 8 months to this 10 
men, and atill bad about 40 sick on board ; requested to 
have refreshments and water; kindly allowed to take a lot of 
vegetables on board ; also gave them 2 cows and 3 or 4 sheep, 
and aUowe<l 10 or 12 of their sick into our hospital ; were very 
grateful, and dined with the Commander, who bade tliera welcome. 
Sloop returns, having brought aheep to liobben I&land; one had 
died ; a large shed required there ; do not possess the material. 
Obtained 6 cows and ditto sheep. Natives tell us that Kerry is 
not inclined to serve as interpreter, but when ships arrive he ia ready 
to fill his bags with bread, rice and wine ; his copper hod not been 
stolen, but he had exchanged it for cattle and aheep, so that he also 
had become a great Captain and asked very little after ua, which we 
will discover more every day, Ac. A certain Hottentoo called by us 
Doman or Domine, because he was such a very simple-minded man, 
and Claes Das having been asked by us whether this was true, affirmed 
it, adding tliat it was he who had stolen the Company's cattle 2 years 
ago, and that hie sons had murdered the Dutch boy, telling us also how 
the whole was managed. Denied that the Capemen had anything 
to do with it, sliowing with evidence in what way Horry had with 
his gang committed the crime, against the wish of the Cape and 
Saldanha men. Capemen though tmwilling to part with their 
oattle tt-ished to be friends of the whites, and mediators between 
us and the Saldanhars in trade; and if we wished to prove what 
they bad said we were to seize Herry when he again came, when 
he would soon make a clean breast of it and send for his cattle, of 
which he has a large number, to regain his liberty. Being asked 
whether in cose we did it, the Saldanha and Capemen would not 
run away thinking they might share the some fate, they 
said no, but on the contrary would be much obliged and mope 
inclined to bring ns more cattle, as no one feels kmdiy flisposed 
towards Herry, because he is such a big talker, and was continu- 
ally rendering false report* from one side to the otlier. We might 
inquire from the son of the big Captain of the Capemen, and we 
would soon find out the feelings against Herry, Sent 5 men to the 
southern point of False Bay, where tlie men who had gone witJi 
Herry had found some mussels; each had to bring a bag full for 
UB to examine. 

December 13th (full moon). — Obtained 20 oows and 69 sheep 
from the Saldanbars who came with much oattle thinking that 
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\65Si. our ships had brought us copper plates; many would not hear 
"" of wire. Heny was also in the fort pretending that he had urged 
the natives now here to bring cattle ; pretended we believed him. 
Sloop leaves for Bobben Island with 77 aheep ; number there now 
471. English officers enjoy themselves on snore, dining with the 
Commander ; promised them 6 tons of rioe, begged hard for a few 
more cattle, told them civilly that we trusted to be able to satia^ 
them, &c. 

December 14th. — Obtained 11 cows and 18 sheep. 

December loth. — Robhejacht had safely landed the sheep on the 
Island where everything was in good order. Obtained 9 cows ai|d 
10 sheep. Soldiers return, each with a bag full of pearl-musseU ; 
foimd so few and such bad ones in them that the searching would 
not be worth the while, as the mussels have to be taken with great 
danger from the rocks against which heavy waves strike. 

December 16th. — Only obtained sheep for wire; natives prefer 
waiting until ships arrive from home with copper plates. Death 
of the Daby of Mrs. Verburgh. 

December 17th. — Sloop to take 50 sheep to Bobben Island, and 
then to proceed to Dassen Island with Commander's letter t^ 
Woutersen. Obtained only four sheep ; natives promise to Wu^g 
more. Woodmen report that the Hottentoos had already oroq^ 
the mountains, and uerry likewise. One of the English meroh^ika 
lands, and asks to be immediately supplied with some cattle for tki^ 
crew, as in consequence of their long and painful voyage t|wj 
would, imless supplied here, run short of- provisions. Offered |q 
pay what we asked. Told them civilly that we had given t^a^ 
irom the gardens as much as they wanted every day, and also tvf 
head of cattle and four sheep, with which they were better aupjdii^ 
as a small crew pro raia than our ships with tiieir large numbers of 
men. They replied that every day we obtained miioh cattle, 1^1^ 
we answered that between now and March about 40 large shljps 
were expected, which had to be provided for, and if eaoh (o^ 
only got six beasts, then 240 would be required, a number whioli 
we did not yet possess ; that such a proportion of fresh provisions was 
little enough for the large niunber of men on board tne Company's 
ships ; and that we had given them meat in the same propQrtion.ia 
which our own crews received it, but to show our good feeling UFa 
would give them another animal and four sheep, with the request 
not to ask us for more ; garden produce we would give them SB 
much as they liked, as we were, thank Gt)d, abundantily supplied 
Made them understand that what we gave them we toc^ from ogr 
own ships, &c. 

December 18th. — Obtained eight oows and three sheep; hafa 
now 332 cows and about 520 sheep on Bobben Island, l^ipa will 
be plentifully supplied. If we only had more oopper plate yffb 
mignt buy a thousand hecul, and also sheep if we had Duto^f 
instead of Indian wire. None to be sent any longer from Bat^ria. 

Deoember 19th (Sunday). — ^Beautifully nuld wi^th^r. 
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December 20th and 21st. — Obtained 4 eows ami IH sheep, 
though the Saklaahars were already a good distance away. Trade 
still lively, and Comiiany's cattle increasing in number, the sheep 
already amoimliug to about 5r)0 aud cattle to 350. Difficult to 
find trustworthy people to miud the pigs, fowls, ducks, and geese ; 
they are rather unwilling to take care of pigs, &o. ; would thrive 
well with free men when cai'ed for. 

Det-ember 22Qd. — Fine weather for the brick kilns, with which 
we are busy ; as well as for the eick left behind by the shipa ; 
would like to get them away as they are quite recovered. Uhtaiued 
18 sheep and 21 oowa. All. the Hottentoos, even our wood- carriers, 
have left as they said to attack with the Capemen and the black 
cuptaiu's pt'ople, some taldaiLliara, with whom they had fallen out; 
said Saldanhars having entrusted to the Capemen and this block 
captain some of their cattle and sheep to be sold to us, but dis* 
covered that double the value hatl been obtained of what was 
delivereil as the amount, and therefore determined themselves to 
come to the fort and trade. This the Uapemea and the black 
captain endeavoured to prevent, and if an attack did take place, to 
roD them of some cattle. To have a finger in the pie our wood- 
cardere also joined the Capemen, in order lo sell to us for copper 
whatever cattle they might obtain as their share, and which the 
Capemen also inlend doing. It is, therefore, evident that the 
latter try to keep those from the far interior away from the fort, in 
oi-der to secure the full ]irofits for themselves, which is not at all a 
good thing, as it prevents ua from finding out what other things may 
be bought from the natives besides cattle. It would therefore not 
be strange or contrary to expectation, if intercourse were impeded 
by these Capemen, when in course of time natives as far away as 
Mouopotapa or Butna visited us by land, as many allege that they 
trade with those of Angola, whose gold is said to come from 
Mouopotapa. Tea ! those of Coffala and Angola are said to have 
intercourse ; so that we may expect them this way also if the Cape- 
men are not such hindrances. This must be looked into, that the 
inland natives may be able to oome to us in safety. The Capemen 
are also to be ti'eated kindly, who every day bring heavy charges 
against Herry, and urge us to detain him at the fort with all his 
cattle, his sons having murdered the Dutch boy, and the cattle 
having been stolen by them. He had also used our copper and 
tobacco to procure cattle for himself, telling us that these artides were 
stolen from him. Matter to be carefully sifted ; in the meanwhile 
show a friendly face. Kerry will soon be here witli all his cattle, 
when matters must come to a climax. In the meantime it is not at 
all the thingtltat theCapemeu shouldprevent the inland natives from 
coming to us. Being so inj'iurious to the Company, these Capemen 
must one day be brought under diecipline, and though they say 
that they had no hand in the theft ot the cattle, which, though seen 
among their herds, they had merely taken from Herry j we stiU 
remember that at the time they left very hurriedly with him — no 
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1666. doubt because equally guilty; for All which they deserve to be 
"^ punished. But beforehand the subject is to be carefully inquired 
into, though we maintain that no good intercourse with the natives 
will ever be secured before these Capemen and Heny have been 
treated differently. In the meanwhile the Company is gaining a 
firm footing here and a thorough knowledge of the relations between 
this tribe and others for its future guidance, as we still hope to 
make the acquaintance of and open a trade with those of 
Honopotapa and Butna, &c. 

December 23rd. — Fine weather. 

December 24th. — Some of the Hottentoos return to the fort 
(P wood-carriers), but not at all as courageous as when they 
left, so that it is to be presiuned that they have hurt their noses 
somewhat; but they have no wish to confess, saying that the 
Saldanhars were far away, and they had therefore returned. 
Obtained 12 sheep and three cows. Sloop returns with 1,900 seal 
skins and two firkins of oil, with news that the hunt was proceeding 
but slowly, as the seals were lying on the rocks, but did not oome 
high on land. Woutersen is of opinion to suspend operations for a 
wlole, in order not to f i ighten the animals too soon, as had been 
done by those of the Salamander and West VmHlandt. 

December 25th. (Christmas). — Heavy S. Easter. 

December 26th. — ^Wind capsizes the large boat of the English- 
man. 

December 27th (new moon). — Helped the Englishman to 
recover his boat. 

December 28th. — Officers of the English ship detained on shore 
by the wind ; well satisfied with the refreshments obtained here and 
imxious to pay for v. hat they had, the following is the account : — 

3 cows at 6 Eeals each . . . . Eeals 18 

10 sheep at 1 Real . . . . . . 10 

16 days fruit from the gardens for each man 2 

stivers per diem or 48 men at 2 Eeals . . 32 
1,290 lbs. nee for which they had begged so 

hard at 2 Reals the hundredweight . . 26 

Reals Total 86 

It appears that the above is somewhat cheap, so that on a future 
occasion they will have to pay 10 Reals for a beast, 2 Reals for a 
fiheep and 3 stivers daily lor garden produce. Allowed them to 
pay what they liked in this case as we had offered them the whole 
as a present. 

December 29th. — English ship leaves, intending to proceed 
direct to Bantam. Sloop takes 80 sheep to Robben Island where 
there ought now to be fully 600 ; thence the boat is to proceed to 
Dassen Inland with a letter to Woutersen admonishing nim to use 
jail diligence in the catching of seals. 

December 30th. — Fine weather. 
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December Slst. — ^Nioe garden weather. Bought 2 cows and 45 i66^. 
sheep, brought by the Oapemen and as they say taken from the — 
Saldanhars. For that purpose they again left, also the wood-carriers, 
though we urged them to leave the Saldanhars alone and permit 
them to have free access to us. Instead of listening they asked for 
6 or 8 strong soldiers with firearms to rob the Saldanhars, with their 
assistance, of their cattle — ^the Saldanhars having lately treacherously 
surprised them and taken a large number of their cattle for which 
they intended to have revenge. Capemen doing what they can 
to keep Saldanhamen away, or fight with them. Sloop returns having 
safely landed the sheep; had not been able to reach Dassen Island. 
Set fire to the first kiln of the season, 400,000 bricks ; another of 
250,000 being prepared ; want of horses to fetch fuel much felt. 

N.B. — Wind and weather carefully described every day. 
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